
Bank of England to Hold Rates
as Clouds Gather Over Outlook

Bank of England officials will probably keep policy on hold
next week as they acknowledge that the economic outlook has
worsened materially since May.

All but one of the 24 economists surveyed by Bloomberg predict
a unanimous vote to maintain the benchmark rate at 0.75%. The
risk of a no-deal departure from the European Union under new
Prime Minister Boris Johnson and an increasingly gloomy global
outlook suggest that policy makers will be cautious.

Officials  have  scaled  back  their  rate-hike  rhetoric  and
investors are increasingly pricing in rate cuts as the risk of
a disorderly Brexit grows.

But with a falling pound and stronger wage growth threatening
to  fuel  inflation,  officials  potentially  face  a  dilemma.
Governor Mark Carney is expected to address the trade-off
between  growth  and  prices  after  the  BOE  publishes  its
quarterly  Inflation  Report,  alongside  the  monetary-policy
decision, at noon on Thursday.
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Economists are virtually unanimous in predicting the BOE will
cut its 2019 growth forecast, with around half predicting a
downgrade  to  the  following  two  years.  Officials  are  also
widely expected to hike their inflation projections.

Policy  makers  have  softened  their  language  about  the
possibility of interest-rate increases. Michael Saunders, who
led  the  charge  for  the  BOE’s  last  two  rate  hikes,  has
suggested  he’s  in  no  rush  to  begin  another  push,  telling
Bloomberg the economy right now is “clearly not overheating.”

Chief Economist Andy Haldane, also considered among the more
hawkish members of the Monetary Policy Committee, said in a
speech this week that the case for keeping policy unchanged is
strong  and  the  group  should  proceed  with  caution  on  any
loosening.

Carney has also warned that damage to the global economy from
rising protectionism could be significant and require a major
policy response.

While one economist sees a dissenter on the nine-member rate
setting committee calling for an immediate cut, most recent
comments point to unanimity.

Officials may try to address the discrepancy between their
official forecasts and market expectations. Carney has said
they  will  explore  “how  best  to  illustrate”  the  market
“sensitivities.”
Source: Bloomberg



France  aims  for  US  digital
tax  deal  by  late  August  –
minister

France wants to reach a deal with the US on taxing tech giants
by a G7 meeting in late August, Economy Minister Bruno Le
Maire said Saturday.

He was responding to US President Donald Trump, who on Friday
vowed  “substantial”  retaliation  against  France  for  a  law
passed this month on taxing digital companies even if their
headquarters are elsewhere.

The  law  would  affect  US-based  global  giants  like  Google,
Apple, Facebook and Amazon, among others.

‘Foolish’ Emmanuel Macron

Trump  denounced  French  President  Emmanuel  Macron’s
“foolishness”, though they discussed the issue by phone on
Friday, according to the White House.
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Le Maire told a news conference Saturday: “We wish to work
closely  with  our  American  friends  on  a  universal  tax  on
digital activities.

Inspired by”We hope between now and the end of August – the G7
heads of state meeting in Biarritz – to reach an agreement.”

Leaders of the Group of Seven highly industrialised countries
are to meet in the southwestern French city on August 24-26.

Le Maire emphasised that “there is no desire to specifically
target American companies,” since the three-percent tax would
be  levied  on  revenues  generated  from  services  to  French
consumers by all of the world’s largest tech firms, including
Chinese and European ones.

The  law  aims  to  plug  a  taxation  gap  that  has  seen  some
internet  heavyweights  paying  next  to  nothing  in  European
countries where they make huge profits as their legal base is
in smaller EU states.

Raising a glass

In  a  move  that’s  rattling  the  industry,  President  Trump
responded to the French plans by threatening to raise tariffs
on French wine. French vintners sold 1.6 billion euros worth
of wine last year to American consumers.

Trump derided French wines in a tweet, and later said he might
hit them with retaliatory tariffs to French. He made a similar
threat last year.

About 20% of French wine is sold in the US, and the Federation
of  French  Wine  and  Spirits  Exports  on  Saturday  expressed
concern about tariffs that could hurt “French players in this
market, but also their clients and American consumers.”

The federation urged French and American authorities to pursue
dialogue on the tax issue, expressing hope “that they can
quickly find a path to follow to prevent these threats from



materialising.”

Le Maire said the US “should not mix the two issues,” and
noted that European wines already face tariffs in the US as do
American wines in Europe.

Trump insisted Friday that he has a good relationship with
Macron and had just spoken with him.

After initially befriending the US president despite their
starkly different worldviews, Macron has increasingly stood up
to the impulsive, America-first Trump on trade, climate change
and Iran’s nuclear program.

The tech tax is just their latest battleground, and will be a
key tension point when the two men meet at a Group of Seven
summit in France next month.

France failed to persuade EU partners to impose a Europe-wide
tax on tech giants, but is now pushing for an international
deal  on  it  with  the  G7  and  the  34  countries  of  the
Organisation  for  Economic  Cooperation  and  Development.

France has said it would withdraw the tax if an international
agreement was reached, and Paris hopes to include all of the
OECD countries by the end of 2020.

Chevron wins 90-day Venezuela
waiver despite opposition
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Bloomberg/Houston

Chevron Corp and four oil services companies won a last-minute
US government reprieve to continue producing oil in Venezuela,
albeit only for a 90-day period.
The  US  Treasury  Department  supported  Chevron’s  request  to
extend its sanctions waiver by six months, but the majority of
other government agencies involved opposed any extension at
all, a senior administration official told reporters on a call
on Friday. President Donald Trump backed a compromise between
the two positions, resulting in the three-month time period.
The extension allows San Ramon, California-based Chevron to
essentially keep the lights on and the facility running, but
another extension will be harder, the official said.
The company has operated in Venezuela for almost a century,
since the discovery of the Boscan field in the 1920s. It has
outlasted  many  other  oil  companies,  including  Exxon  Mobil
Corp, which left after a series of industry nationalisations
during Hugo Chavez’s tenure as president.
The US Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control
said in a statement Friday that Chevron can continue its joint
venture  with  state-owned  Petroleos  de  Venezuela  SA  until
October 25. The previous waiver was due to end yesterday.



Oilfield service companies Schlumberger Ltd, Halliburton Co,
Baker  Hughes  and  Weatherford  International  Plc  were  also
allowed to continue their work in Venezuela for three months.
Chevron closed 1.5% lower in New York, at $123.72.
It’s  a  partial  victory  for  Chevron  that  leaves  the  Trump
administration with the option of pulling the company out
later this year. The impact of any eventual refusal of a
Chevron waiver is rising as other production falters, giving
the company a bigger and bigger size of the market in the
country, the official said.
“Our advice to Chevron would be to start preparing to leave
after October,” Joseph McMonigle, an analyst for HedgeEye Risk
Management, wrote in a note. “We are highly doubtful there
will  be  another  extension  granted.”  While  Venezuela  only
accounted for 1% of Chevron’s global crude production last
year,  it  remains  strategically  important  as  home  to  the
world’s largest oil reserves. As the only US major still in
the country, it could be first in line for any investments
under a new government.
“Our operations in Venezuela continue in compliance with all
applicable laws and regulations,” Chevron spokesman Ray Fohr
said in an e-mailed statement.
In  recent  months,  Chevron  made  the  case  to  the  Trump
administration that if it were to leave, its Venezuelan assets
could easily be turned over to another operator with little
effect on overall production. That could mean the state, or
even Russian or Chinese interests would benefit.
The  ruling  “does  indicate  Chevron  has  the  ear  of  key
government officials,” said Muhammed Ghulam, a Houston-based
analyst at Raymond James & Associates.
Venezuela has seen its oil output drop precipitously in recent
years. Production is currently below 800,000 barrels a day,
down from as much as 3.71mn in 1970, according to data from
the oil ministry. At least half of that oil is produced by
joint ventures with foreign companies.
Chevron’s joint ventures with PDVSA produce more crude in
Venezuela  on  average  than  those  with  other  companies  —



including China National Petroleum Corp and Russia’s Rosneft
Oil Co The US producer only receives a portion of that supply,
however, amounting to about 40,000 barrels a day from its
Venezuelan affiliate in 2018.
The US has refused to recognise Nicolas Maduro as Venezuela’s
president after an election last year. Sanctions have become
its main tool for depriving Maduro of cash and pressuring the
military to turn against him.
Earlier  this  week,  Venezuela’s  opposition-led  National
Assembly issued a decree that guaranteed Chevron’s assets in
the country would be protected under a new government led by
Juan Guaido.
Oil purchases from Venezuela have become complicated since the
US expanded its sanctions regime to include any business done
with PDVSA, as the national oil company is also known. Other
companies, including Spain’s Repsol SA and Italy’s Eni SpA,
continue to do business with Venezuela.

Sasol’s SA plants threatened
by emission standards
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Sasol said some of its South African plants are under threat
from sulfur dioxide emission standards that it will need to
comply with by 2025.

The  company,  South  Africa’s  biggest  by  revenue,  operates
plants that convert coal into motor fuel and chemicals in
Secunda, east of Johannesburg, and Sasolburg to the south.
Flue-gas desulfurisation equipment needed to cut emissions of
the  gas,  which  causes  acid  rain  and  a  range  of  health
complications,  is  too  costly  and  technically  difficult  to
install, Sasol said.

Globally, as well as in South Africa, the company produces a
range of chemicals.

Air pollution in the area around coal-fired plants operated by
Sasol and Eskom east and south of Johannesburg rivals levels
in some of the most polluted cities on earth. The government
has  proposed  doubling  the  new  limit,  but  is  coming  under
increased pressure to act against the two companies as it’s
being  sued  by  environmental  activists  over  the  breach  of
current emission limits.



Sasol will have to comply with new sulfur dioxide emission
limits for coal boilers of 500 milligrams of the pollutant per
normal cubic meter. Its 2018 emission reports show that some
equipment at both Secunda and Sasolburg regularly exceeds 1
000 milligrams.

“The  new  plant  standard  for  sulfur  dioxide  will  pose  a
compliance risk challenge for Sasol post 2025 from both a
technical  and  financial  feasibility  point  of  view,”  the
company  said  in  an  emailed  response  to  questions.  “All
commercially  available  technologies  for  the  abatement  of
sulfur dioxide to meet new plant standards have been evaluated
and we continue to scan for new technologies.” A failure to
comply could lead to fines and the closing of plants.

While Sasol has already won a postponement, Eskom is yet to
hear whether its applications to have its compliance with the
sulfur dioxide emission standards delayed from 2020 until 2025
are successful. It has argued that it would only be economic
and feasible to fit the pollution abatement technology on its
two newest plants.

Eskom, which operates about 15 coal-fired power stations, has
said that flue-gas desulfurisation equipment can cost between
R20bn and R40bn per plant. Environmental activists including
Greenpeace put the cost significantly lower.

“Sasol  is  still  saying  they  can’t  afford  flue-gas
desulfurisation,” said Robyn Hugo, program head for pollution
and  climate  change  at  the  Cape  Town-based  Centre  for
Environmental Rights. “Sasol itself has confirmed that there
are no other means to meet these minimum emission standards.”

In addition to being technically difficult and costly, flue-
gas desulfurisation equipment would require that additional
water and limestone are brought in from the Northern Cape
province. Existing limestone mines in that province are 450
kilometers (280 miles) to 800 kilometers away from Sasol’s



plants.

“Flue-gas desulfurisation technology is proven,” Sasol said.
Still, “it would be significantly challenging to retrofit” the
equipment at the existing plants, it said.

In a separate application for a delay in meeting emission
limits for a range of other pollutants, Sasol has asked for
permission to significantly exceed caps for nitrogen dioxide,
particulate matter and carbon monoxide until 2025. By that
time, it says in the application, new equipment should enable
it to comply.

On incinerators at its Secunda plant, it wants limits of as
much as 90 times the new cap to be applied for carbon monoxide
and particulate matter.

Sasol shares have declined by 27% this year as the company
battles cost overruns at its Lake Charles chemicals project in
Louisiana.

The  world  economy’s  biggest
week of 2019 as Fed prepares
cut
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There will be no chance of a summer break for investors or
policy makers in coming days as they brace for what might be
the busiest week for the world economy this year.

The highlight is Wednesday’s decision by the Federal Reserve
with markets and economists virtually united in predicting
Chairman Jerome Powell and colleagues will cut interest rates
for the first time in more than a decade.

What’s Likely to Happen?
Some Fed watchers predict officials will cut their benchmark
by half a percentage point, but the signal is that they will
eschew a bigger move in favor of a quarter point reduction.
They will likely also leave open the possibility of further
action down the road as they seek to sustain the record-long
U.S. expansion and kick start inflation.
“While the Fed cutting rates by a quarter point will hardly
be a surprise to financial market participants — as it has
been well advertised and is priced in with a relatively high
probability  —  the  broader  question  will  be  how  the  Fed
telegraphs its intentions regarding additional easing,” said
Carl Riccadonna, chief U.S. economist at Bloomberg Economics.
“Policy makers are keen to avoid getting ‘bullied’ by the



markets  into  more  than  50  to  75  basis  points  of  rate
reductions.”

The Fed isn’t the only event with the ability to shape the
outlook for the global economy this year.

On Monday, U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin are set to travel to China
for  for  the  first  high-level,  face-to-face  trade
negotiations between the world’s two biggest economies since
talks broke down in May.

Then on Friday, the monthly payrolls report will shed light on
whether the Fed’s move was necessary. Economists surveyed by
Bloomberg predict a 166,000 gain in non-farm jobs in July,
slower than the 224,000 of June.

If that’s not enough, Bank of Japan policy makers meet on
Tuesday amid calls to reinforce their commitment to low rates
and Brazil’s central bank may cut rates on Wednesday. Thursday
sees the release of global manufacturing data amid concerns
many industries are already suffering recession.

Here’s our weekly rundown of other key economic events:

U.S.
As Fed officials begin their discussions on Tuesday they will
have some more data with which to assess the economy. Personal
income, pending home sales and consumer confidence statistics
are  all  due  that  morning.  Then  on  Thursday,  the  ISM
manufacturing  report  is  expected  to  show  industry  is
stabilizing and continuing to expand. Friday’s trade data will
be pored over for evidence that the skirmish with China is
having an effect. Also next week, the Treasury will say on
Wednesday how much money it needs to borrow amid rising budget
deficits.



Europe, Middle East and Africa
It’s a big week for data after European Central Bank President
Mario Draghi last week paved the way to cut interest rates in
September and perhaps relaunch bond-buying. Tuesday is set to
witness  another  decline  in  euro-area  confidence  while  the
following day is likely to confirm that the economy slowed in
the second quarter to half the pace of the 0.4% of the prior
three months. Inflation data the same day is expected to show
consumer price growth languishing well below the ECB’s target
of just below 2%. Thursday sees the release of purchasing
managers indexes.

New  Uncertainty  Gauge  Shows  Damage  to
Euro-Area Economy

Source: Bloomberg Economics

In  the  U.K.,  the  Bank  of  England  publishes  its  latest
forecasts on Thursday with Bloomberg Economics reckoning it
will turn more dovish as the Oct. 31 Brexit deadline nears.
The Czech central bank is predicted to leave its benchmark
unchanged at 2% on Thursday.



Source: Bank of England, Bloomberg Economics

Turkey’s  new  Central  Bank  Governor  Murat  Uysal  will  face
public questioning for the first time on Wednesday when he
presents  the  quarterly  inflation  report.  The  lira  was
relatively unscathed after a 425-basis-point interest-rate cut
at his first meeting, the largest in recent Turkish history,
investors will be curious as to whether he shares President
Recep  Tayyip  Erdogan’s  unconventional  belief  that  high
interest rates cause inflation. Banks across the Persian Gulf
region will probably move to ease if the Fed cuts as expected.

Turkish Central Bank’s Inflation Forecast
in Line With Consensus



Source: CBRT, Bloomberg

Asia
Bank of Japan policy makers finish a meeting on July 30. About
a third of economists in a survey published last week said
they  expect  policy  makers  to  strengthen  their  pledge  to
maintain rock-bottom interest rates rather than do nothing and
risk a sharp appreciation of the yen should the Fed cut rates.
Still, some officials see little to be gained from such a
tweak, according to people familiar with the matter. Data
released on Tuesday is forecast to show industrial production
shrank again in June amid weak external demand.

Easy Does It

In  China,  Bloomberg  Economics  says  purchasing  managers’
indexes will probably remain in contractionary territory as
pressure on exporters persist. Elsewhere, a report on Thursday
is  set  to  show  South  Korean  exports  slid  for  an  eighth
straight month which will unnerve those already worried about
global trade. Inflation data for Australia, Indonesia, South
Korea and Thailand will help inform central bankers.



Latin America
Brazil’s central bank is widely expected to cut borrowing
costs on Wednesday with economists and traders debating how
deep it will go. The following day, July industry output data
may shed light on whether Latin America’s largest economy
slipped into technical recession in the first half of the
year. Mexico will learn if it was able to avoid a technical
recession on Wednesday, when the national statistics bureau
releases preliminary output data for the second quarter.

First  Annual  Eastern
Mediterranean  Energy
Leadership Summit
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Interest in the Eastern Mediterranean has increased during the
last years with the discovery of major gas fields such as
Tamar, Leviathan and the giant Zohr field in Egypt. These have
opened up major opportunities for new discoveries, but also
for oil and gas investments in the region.

The First Eastern Mediterranean Energy Leadership Summit will
be held at the Divani Apollon Palace & Thalasso in Athens,
Greece, from October 1 – 2, 2019. The event is organized by
the  Transatlantic  Leadership  Network,  the  University  of
Piraeus – MSc in Energy: Strategy, Law & Economics of the
Department of International & European Studies, and SGT S.A.

Held at the Ministerial level, the Summit will gather together
senior government officials and business executives from the
energy market to identify crucial opportunities and challenges
for continued commercial and geopolitical cooperation. Invited
countries include the United States, members of the Three Seas
Initiative,  and  countries  surrounding  the  Eastern
Mediterranean Region. During the conference diverse thoughts,
ideas and best practices will be presented on how Eastern
Mediterranean  countries  can  best  take  advantage  of  their
geographical positions and exploit available energy resources
to secure a more reliable, self-sufficient and environmental
sustainable energy supply.



Download Summit Details

Topics of discussion:

The Future of Oil & Gas in the Eastern Mediterranean:
Alternative Scenarios and Policy Perspectives
Security Dimensions of Transatlantic Energy Cooperation:
The Effects on the Eastern Mediterranean
Opportunities  for  Energy  Cooperation  in  the  Eastern
Mediterranean: Project View
Building a Framework for Regional Energy Cooperation and
Integration
Energy Developments in South East Europe. The Challenge
for the Region
Market Trends: Predicting Winners and Losers
Regional Electricity Market Dynamics
Investment  Outlook:  Required  Financial  Resources  and
Remaining Challenges
Removing Barriers and Exploiting Opportunities

SPEAKERS

Kocho Angjushev
Deputy Prime Minister
Republic of North Macedonia
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Enver Hoxhaj
Deputy Prime Minister
Republic of Kosovo

Francis R.Fannon
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Energy Resources
U.S Department of State

Mirko Šarović
Minister of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Roudi Baroudi
CEO
Energy & Environment Holding, Qatar

Yannis Bassias
President & CEO
Hellenic Hydrocarbon Resources Management

Dr. Stephen Blank
Senior Fellow for Russia
American Foreign Policy Council



Ambassador John B. Craig
Senior Partner
Manaar Energy Group, Abu Dhabi

Ioannis Desypris
Director, Regulatory Affairs
Mytilineos S.A., Greece

Prof. Nikolaos Farantouris
Chair, Legal Affairs, EUROGAS, Brussels & General Counsel,
DEPA, Greece

Michael Haltzel
Chairman of the Board
Transatlantic Leadership Network

Dr. Symeon Kassianides
Chairman
Natural Gas Public Company (DEFA)

Athanasios G. Platias
Professor of Strategy
University of Piraeus



H.E. Geoffrey Pyatt
U.S. Ambassador to the Hellenic Republic

Megan Richards
fmr. Director, Energy Policy in Directorate General for Energy
European Commission

Jean-Luc Saquet
General Manager
GreenPower 2020, France

Dr. Ali Abu Sedra
Law expert in Petrochemicals, Former Legal Advisor to the
Ministry of Oil, Libya

Piotr Sprzączak
Head of Infrastructure Unit
Naczelnik Wydziału Infrastruktury

Sasha Toperich
Senior Executive Vice President
Transatlantic Leadership Network



Dr. Aristotle Tziampiris
Professor of International Relations, Chair of the Department
of International and European Studies
University of Piraeus

Joseph F. Uddo III
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Energy Innovation and Market
Development
United States Department of Energy

Sponsors

كتـاب مفتـوح إلـى سـعادة أميـن
عـامّ الأمـم المتّحـدة أنتونيـو
غوتيريس
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السيّد أنتونيو غوتيريس

الأمين العامّ

الأمم المتّحدة – الأمانة العامّة

NY10017 ،نيويورك

الولايات المتّحدة الأميركيّة

 

رّقي المرجع:  النّزاعات على الحدود البحريّة في الحوض الش
للمتوسّط: الأزمات والفرص

:سعادة الأمين العامّ

اّرئ في نزع فتيل لّكم الط أتوّجه إليكم بكتابي هذا طالباً تدخ
الأزمة المتراكمة الّتي تؤثّر على المصالح الحيويّة وتطال بشكل
رّقي للبحر الأبيض المتوسّط– وبشكل غير مباشر دول ساحل الحوض الش
مباشر عشرات الدّول في أوروبا وآسيا وأفريقيا. ان مساعدتكم



مطلوبة بشكل خاصّ للمساهمة في حلّ الخلاف حول الحدود البحريّة
المتداخلة بين الدّول السّاحليّة تماشياً مع الأصول والإجراءات
.المنصوص عليها في اتّفاقيّات الأمم المتّحدة والقانون الدّولي

وّيلة الأمد قد تسبّبت تدركون ان هذه النّزاعات الحدوديّة الط
بمواجهات عديدة بين الدّول في الماضي، كما أدّى عدد الأزمات
الدّوليّة الحادّة الّتي تعصف حالياً بالمنطقة ومحيطها إلى زيادة
التوتّرات لتصل إلى مستويات خطيرة. إضافةً إلى ذلك، فقد ساهم
الاكتشاف الحديث نسبيّاً لمكامن ورواسب النّفط والغاز الوفيرة في
رّقي للمتوسّط في رفع المياه الإقليميّة لعدّة دول في الحوض الش
الرّهانــات والمخــاطر الاقتصاديّــة المرتبطــة بنزاعــات الحــدود
البحريّة. ونتيجة لذلك، زاد العديد من القوى الكبرى – بما في ذلك
الولايات المتحدة وبريطانيا وفرنسا من جهة وروسيا من جهة أخرى –
من أنشطتها البحرية وغيرها من الأنشطة العسكرية في المنطقة.
وتدركون ان وجود العشرات من السفن والطائرات الحربية في مساحة
مغلقة نسبياً يسبّب زيادة الاحتكاكات، وبالتالي يعرّض عمليّة حفظ
السلام والأمن في المنطقة للخطر ويعوق التنمية الاقتصادية للدول
.الساحلية المعنية وشعوبها

أمرٌ واحد يمكن أن يوفّر فرصة لتحقيق الاستقرار الدائم الغائب عن
رّقي للبحر المتوسّط منذ فترة طويلة ألا وهو مقاربة الحوض الش
متكاملة متعدّدة الاختصاصات قائمة على استعمال “أفضل قانون”
والاستفادة من “أفضل علم” ممّا يؤدي الى ترسيم الحدود البحرية
المتنازع عليها بشكل عادل ومنصف. استخدمت الولايات المتحدة
مساعيها الحميدة لتعزيز ودعم و/أو العمل كوسيط ودّي بهدف ترسيخ
أشكال مختلفة من الحوار بين دول المنطقة. ويبدو أنها أحرزت بعضا
من التقدم (خاصةً بين لبنان واسرائيل). صحيح ان هذا الجهد قد
ساعد في احتواء التوترات المتصاعدة، ما زال يتعيّن علينا حلّ أيّ
.من النّزاعات الحدوديّة الرئيسية

،سعادتكم

أعلم أنني أتحدث نيابةً عن ملايين الأشخاص الذين لم أقابلهم قط
عندما أطلب بكل احترام تدخلكم الشخصي في هذه المرحلة الحاسمة
والحسّاسة.خصوصا وان أفضل أمل يكمن في تسوية هذه المسائل الشائكة
بفعالية بمشاركة أكبر من جانب الأمم المتحدة. وقد تختلف طريقة هذه
المشاركة من حالة إلى أخرى وفقاً للظروف. لكن وبشكل عام، فان
الأمم المتحدة ومؤسساتها هي من لديها السلطة القانونية والمعنوية



.لقيادة هذه العمليات إلى نهايات عادلة ونزيهة

الدّول السّاحليّة السّبعة المعنيّة بموضوع ترسيم الحدود حاليّاً
هي قبرص ومصر واليونان واسرائيل ولبنان وسوريا وتركيّا – كلّها
مّة الأمم المتّحدة. (الدّولة الثامنة المعنية دول أعضاء في منظ
بالنّزاع، هي فلسطين، التي تتمتّع بحالة الدّولة المراقبة في
الأمم المتّحدة كما تحظى باعتراف أكثر من ثلثي الدّول الأعضاء). في
العام 1982 وقع كلّ من قبرص ومصر واليونان ولبنان على اتفاقية
أمّا اسرائيل فهي فريق في .(UNCLOS) الأمم المتحدة لقانون البحار
اتفاقية العام 1958 الخاصة بالبحر الإقليمي والمنطقة المتاخمة،
واتفاقية العام 1958 الخاصة بالجرف القاري. كما قامت قبرص
بالتوقيع والمصادقة على المعاهدة الأخيرة في حين وقع لكن لم يصادق
عليها. فيما سوريا وتركيا ليستا طرفين في أي من معاهدات قانون
.البحار

أكّدت محكمة العدل الدّوليّة – وهي الجهاز القضائي الأساسي
مّة الأمم المتّحدة – في حالات عدّة أنّ قواعد ترسيم الحدود لمنظ
ّ عليها اتفاقية الأمم المتحدة لقانون البحار البحريّة الّتي تنص
(UNCLOS) وبالتّالي فهي قابلة ،ّ تعكس القانون الدّولي العرفي
للتطبيق بشكل عامّ. لقد تطورت مجموعة من الاجتهادات القضائية
المتعلقة بترسيم الحدود البحرية من خلال أكثر من عشرين قرارًا
اتخذتها المحاكم والهيئات القضائية الدولية وصدرت في خلال نصف
ً مفيداً للغاية للدول القرن الماضي. تقدم هذه الاجتهادات دليلا
.الساحلية لمساعدتها في حل نزاعاتها على الحدود البحرية

بالإضافة إلى ذلك فقد اضحى المشهد العلمي في ايامنا هذه أكثر
تحديـدًا – وبالتـالي أكثـر قابليـة للتنبـؤ بـه –التكنولوجيّـات



والتقنيات الحديثة تؤدي الى رسم الخرائط بدّقة متناهية بحيث أنّه
يمكن تقدير  المتغيرات التّي كانت غير قابلة للتنبؤ بها في
ةّ مذهلة. ممّا يعني أن أي إجراءات قضائية دولية أو الماضي بدق
تحكيم أو أي وسيلة أخرى لتسوية النّزاعات المتعلقة بالحدود
اً البحرية لا يكون مرجعها القوانين والقواعد المنشورة فقط، بل أيض
العلم والتطور التكنولوجي. ونتيجة لذلك، يمكن للحكومات الآن أن
تدخل في مثل هذه الإجراءات وهي تعرف تقريبًا ما ستؤول إليه
النتائج مع إزالة الكثير من التخمينات التي قد تتسبب في تأجيل
.الأعمال أو تأخيرها

بموجب القانون الدولي المعاصر، ولاستعمال القواعد القانونية
والعلمية التّي تطبّق على عمليّة ترسيم الحدود البحرية يمكن
اعتبار أنّ ما مجموعه 12 حدًا بحريًا يغطي المساحات البحرية
رّقي للبحر المتوسط. في للدول السّاحلية السّبع في الحوض الش
الوقت الحالي، تمّ توقيع معاهدتين فقط لترسيم الحدود البحرية
:الثنائية في المنطقة

الاتفاقية بين جمهورية قبرص وجمهورية مصر العربية بشأن تحديد (1
المنطقة الاقتصادية الخالصة تاريخ 17 شباط/فبراير 2003 (دخلت حيز
التنفيذ في 7 آذار/مارس 2004)؛

الاتفاق بين حكومة الكيان الصهيوني وحكومة جمهورية قبرص بشأن (2
تحديد المنطقة الاقتصادية الخالصة تاريخ 17 كانون الأوّل/ديسمبر
.(2007 (دخل حيّز التّنفيذ في 25 شباط/فبراير 2011

ممّا يعني أنّ ما لا يقل عن 10 حدود محتملة وأكثر من ست نقاط
تقاطع ثلاثية (أو “نقاط ثلاثية”) – أي أكثر من 83٪ من إجمالي
- لا تزال دون حل و/ أو متنازعالمنطقة البحرية لشرق المتوسط 
.عليها

اعتبارًا من شهر نيسان/أبريل 2019، أصبح للدول الساحلية السبع
رّقي للمتوسّط  صناعات هيدروكربونية بحريةجميعها في الحوض الش
نشطة، مع ما يقارب 238,135 كيلومترا مربعا من المياه التي تغطيها
حوالي 231 كتلة نفط وغاز متاحة، تمثل أكثر بقليل من 51 ٪ من
إجمالي المياه البحرية في المنطقة. ومن ضمن الكتل الحالية
المعروضة حاليًا، يمكن تصنيف حوالي 36٪ منها على أنها “مثيرة
للجدل القانوني” نظرًا لعدم اليقين فيما يتعلق بالمواقع الدقيقة
للحدود البحرية.ونتيجةً لعدم حسم الغالبية العظمى من الحدود



رّقــي للمتوسّــط ، ســتتأثّر التّنميةالبحريــة فــي الحــوض الش
الاقتصادية المستقبلية الناتجة من اكتشافات الهيدروكربون في قاع
البحر واستثماره سلبًا، ممّا يقلل من إجمالي الإيرادات للمنطقة.
ككـل يوجـد 95 حدًّا(ملاحظـة: بالنسـبة للبحـر الأبيـض المتوسـط 
بحريًّا ، منها 31 (أو 32٪) تمّ الاتفاق عليها، بينما 64 (أو ٪68)
.(لا تزال دون حل و/أو متنازع عليها

كما تعلمون جيدًا، وفقًا للمادة 33 من ميثاق الأمم المتحدة ، “على
أطراف أي نزاع يحتمل أن يؤدي استمراره إلى تعريض عمليّة حفظ
ً وآخيراً إلى إيجاد حلّ السلام والأمن الدوليين للخطر أن يسعوا أولا
عن طريق التفاوض أو التحقيق أو الوساطة أو التوفيق أو التحكيم أو
التّسويــة القضائيّــة أو اللجــوء إلــى الوكــالات أو التّرتيبــات
.”الإقليميّة أو غيرها من الوسائل السلميّة الّتي يختارونها

نظرًا للحقوق والواجبات المذكورة بموجب المادة 33 ، وفي أعقاب
السابقة الناجحة التي حددها سلفكم في تسهيل اتفاقية العام 2008
بين الغابون وغينيا الاستوائية لإحالة نزاعهما حول الحدود البحرية
إلى محكمة العدل الدولية، أطلب منكم وبكلّ تواضع أن تفكروا في
تعيين مستشار خاص والتعبير علنًا عن استعدادكم لبدء عملية وساطة
رّقي للأمم المتحدة تهدف إلى حلّ النزاعات المماثلة في الحوض الش
للبحر المتوسط. تعد مشاركتكم الشخصية و إقراركم ذو أهمية حيوية
لمساعدة البلدان المعنيّة على النجاح في حل نزاعاتها الحدودية
.بشكل سلمي ووفقًا للقانون الدولي

اً إلى أنّه رغم عدم كفاية الدور النشط للولايات تجدر الإشارة أيض
المتحدة لللتوصل إلى حل لجميع النزاعات الحدودية في الحوض
رّقي للبحـر المتوسّـط ، إلا أن مشاركتهـا المسـتمرة ضروريـة.الش
خصوصا وأن الوساطة الأمريكية كانت مفيدة بشكل خاصّ في الحدّ من
التوتّرات في إحدى أخطر العلاقات في المنطقة – العلاقة بين إسرائيل
ولبنان – فإن دعمها لجهود الأمم المتحدة على جبهات أخرى يعتبر
.شرطاً مسبقاً لنجاح هذه الجهود

من شأن الخطوات المذكورة أعلاه أن تساعد في غرس زخم جديد في
العملية – والثقة بين الأطراف – في فترة حرجة، في وقت تتطلّب فيه
الاكتشافات الحديثة لرواسب النفط والغاز في المناطق البحرية
المتداخلة بين الدّول اتّخاذ قرارات استثمارية كبيرة من قبل
المستثمرين الأجانب وشركات النفط الوطنية في البلدان المعنيّة.
أدت الأنشطة الهيدروكربونية في قاع البحر في السنوات الأخيرة إلى



سلسلة من الاكتشافات المهمة، من ضمنها اكتشافان هائلان: حقل غاز
ليفياثان، اكتشف قبالة ساحل الأراضي الفلسطينيّة المحتلّة في شهر
كانون الأوّل/ديسمبر 2010 واحتوائه على 22 تريليون قدم مكعب من
احتياطي الغاز؛ وحقل غاز ظهر، اكتشف قبالة مصر في شهر آب/أغسطس
2015  وهو يحتوي على 30 مليون قدم مكعب. يقع كلا الحقلين، اللذين
يخضعان لمرحلة التّطوير، على مسافة قريبة جدًّا  بشكل عامّ من
.الحدود التي تحدّدها المعاهدات الثنائية المذكورة أعلاه

بمجرد تعيينكم لمستشار خاص، سيكون من المفيد أكثر إن تمكنتم من
تسهيل عقد اجتماع وزاري متعدد الأطراف حول النزاعات الحدودية في
رّقي للبحر المتوسّط  في مقر الأمم المتحدة في نيويوركالحوض الش
أو في مكتب الأمم المتحدة في جنيف أو في مركز اخر مناسب وملائم.
ويمكن تنظيم اجتماعات تحضيرية للفرق الفنية التي تمثل البلدان
المعنية قبل هذا الاجتماع الرفيع المستوى ، وهي عملية يمكن بعد
.ذلك تكرارها على شكل جلسات إضافية في المستقبل

،سعادة الأمين العامّ

إن قيادتكم النشطة بهدف تأمين حلول مقبولة للاطراف فيما يتعلّق
رّقي للمتوسط  لنبالنزاعات حول الحدود البحرية في الحوض الش
تساعد فقط في تعزيز احترام سيادة القانون الدولي، بل ستساهم
اً في تحقيق السلام الدائم وتحسين علاقات الجوار في المنطقة. أيض
إضافةً إلى ذلك، فإنّ الحلّ السّلمي لهذه النزاعات سيشكل أيضاً
مصدر إلهام للبلدان التي تواجه تحديات مماثلة في جميع أنحاء
.العالم

.نشكر تفهّمكم سلفاً

 

لّوا بقبول فائق الاحترام ،وتفض
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His Excellency António Guterres
Secretary-General
United Nations
United Nations Secretariat
New York, NY 10017
U.S.A.

Re: Maritime Boundary Disputes in the Eastern Mediterranean:
Crises and Opportunities

Excellency:

I write to request your urgent intervention in defusing a
looming crisis directly affecting the vital interests of all
coastal  States  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  as  well  as,
indirectly, those of dozens of others in Europe, Asia and
Africa.  Specifically,  your  assistance  is  required  to  help
resolve the inter-related maritime boundary disputes among the
coastal States of the region in accordance with the principles
and processes enshrined in the United Nations Charter and
international law.

These  longstanding  boundary  disputes  have  contributed  to
numerous confrontations between States in the past. The number
and severity of international crises currently raging in the
region and its periphery have increased tensions to dangerous
levels.  In  addition,  the  relatively  recent  discovery  of
abundant oil and gas deposits offshore of several Eastern
Mediterranean countries has dramatically raised the economic
stakes attaching to maritime boundary disputes. As a result,
several major powers – including the United States, the United
Kingdom and France, on one side, and the Russian Federation,
on the other – have significantly increased their naval and
other  military  activities  in  the  region.  The  presence  of



dozens  more  warships  and  warplanes  in  such  a  relatively
enclosed  geography  virtually  guarantees  an  increase  in
friction. As a result, it imperils the maintenance of peace
and  security  in  the  region,  and  it  hampers  the  economic
development of the relevant coastal States and their peoples.

Only one thing can provide a chance for the lasting stability
that has eluded the Eastern Mediterranean for so long: an
integrated, interdisciplinary approach, based on “best law”
and “best science”, one that resolves these maritime boundary
disputes justly and fairly. The United States has used its
good offices to promote, support, or even mediate various
forms of dialogue among States in the region, and appears to
have  made  some  progress  (especially  between  Lebanon  and
Israel). While this effort has helped to contain mounting
tensions,  it  has  yet  to  resolve  any  of  the  key  maritime
boundary disputes in the region.

Excellency,

The best hope for effectively settling these matters in a
timely  fashion  lies  in  greater  involvement  by  the  United
Nations. The manner of that involvement may vary from case to
case depending on the circumstances, but in general, only the
UN and its institutions have both the legal and the moral
authority to lead such processes to just and fair conclusions.
I know I speak for millions of people I have never met when I
respectfully  request  your  personal  intervention  at  this
critical juncture.

The seven coastal States currently involved – Cyprus, Egypt,
Greece, Israel, Lebanon, Syria, and Turkey – are all UN Member
States. A possible eighth coastal State, Palestine enjoys both
non-Member  Observer  State  status  at  the  UN,  as  well  as
official recognition by more than two-thirds of UN Member
States. Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Lebanon and Palestine have all
signed and ratified the 1982 United Nations Convention on the
Law  of  the  Sea  (UNCLOS).  Israel  is  a  party  to  the  1958



Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone, and
to the 1958 Convention on the Continental Shelf. The latter
treaty has also been signed and ratified by Cyprus, while
Lebanon has signed but not ratified the 1958 treaty. Syria and
Turkey are not parties to any Law of the Sea treaties, but
they  are  still  bound  by  relevant  rules  of  customary
international  law.

The International Court of Justice (ICJ), which is the UN’s
principal judicial organ, has affirmed in multiple cases that
the maritime delimitation rules contained in UNCLOS reflect
customary  international  law  and,  as  such,  are  applicable
generally. A body of jurisprudence regarding maritime boundary
delimitation  has  developed  through  two  dozen  decisions  by
international  courts  and  tribunals  rendered  over  the  past
half-century.  This  jurisprudence  offers  an  authoritative  
guide for coastal States in solving their maritime boundary
disputes.

In  addition,  like  the  legal  framework  and  processes,  the
scientific landscape is now better defined – and therefore
more  predictable  –  than  ever  before.  The  latest  mapping
technologies and techniques are so reliable that what were
once unpredictable variables can now be estimated with amazing
precision. This means that any international court or arbitral
proceedings  or  other  means  of  maritime  boundary  dispute
resolution are rooted not just in the same laws and rules, but
also in the same science. As a result, governments can now
enter into such processes and predict, with a high degree of
certainty, what the outcomes will be, removing much of the
guesswork that might otherwise cause them to demur or delay.

For purposes of the legal and scientific rules applicable to
maritime  boundary  delimitation  under  contemporary
international law, a total of 12 maritime boundaries can be
said to cover the maritime spaces for the seven coastal States
in the Eastern Mediterranean. At present only two bilateral
maritime boundary treaties have been signed in the region: 1)



the Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the Arab
Republic  of  Egypt  on  the  Delimitation  of  the  Exclusive
Economic Zone of 17 February 2003 (entry into force 7 March
2004); and 2) the Agreement between the Government of the
State of Israel and the Government of the Republic of Cyprus
on  the  Delimitation  of  the  Exclusive  Economic  Zone  of  17
December 2007 (entry into force 25 February 2011). This means
that no fewer than 10 potential boundaries and more than six
tri-junction points (or “tri-points”) – i.e., more than 83% of
the total maritime area of the Eastern Mediterranean – remain
unresolved or in dispute.

As of April 2019, all seven coastal States in the Eastern
Mediterranean had active offshore hydrocarbon industries, with
approximately 238,135 square kilometers of waters covered by
some 231 available Oil and Gas Blocks, representing just over
51%  of  the  total  offshore  waters  in  the  region.  Of  the
present-day  blocks  currently  on  offer,  up  to  36%  can  be
classified as “contentious” due to uncertainties regarding the
exact locations of maritime boundaries.

As a consequence of the uncertainties surrounding the vast
majority  of  the  maritime  boundaries  in  the  Eastern
Mediterranean,  future  economic  development  stemming  from
seabed  hydrocarbon  discoveries  and  exploitation  will  be
negatively affected, thereby reducing overall revenues for the
region. (NB: for the Mediterranean Sea as a whole, there are
95  maritime  boundaries,  of  which  only  31  (or  32%)  are
treatied, while 64 (or 68%) remain unresolved or in dispute.)

As you well know, according to Article 33 of the UN Charter,
“[t]he parties to any dispute, the continuance of which is
likely to endanger the maintenance of international peace and
security, shall, first of all, seek a solution by negotiation,
enquiry,  mediation,  conciliation,  arbitration,  judicial
settlement, resort to regional agencies or arrangements, or
other peaceful means of their own choice.”



Given the rights and duties enumerated under Article 33, and
following the successful precedent set by your predecessor in
facilitating the 2016 agreement between Gabon and Equatorial
Guinea to have their maritime boundary dispute referred to the
ICJ, I humbly request that you consider appointing a Special
Advisor and publicly expressing your readiness to launch a UN
mediation process aimed at resolving similar disputes in the
Eastern Mediterranean. Your personal engagement and imprimatur
are of vital importance to help the affected countries succeed
in  resolving  their  boundary  disputes  peacefully  and  in
accordance with international law.

It should be noted, too, that while even the active role of
the United States is insufficient, on its own, to bring about
the  resolution  of  all  boundary  disputes  in  the  Eastern
Mediterranean, its continuing engagement is almost certainly
necessary.  Given  that  US  mediation  has  been  particularly
helpful for limiting tensions in one of the region’s most
dangerous relationships – the one between Israel and Lebanon –
its backing of UN efforts on other fronts looks a lot like a
prerequisite for success.

The aforementioned steps would help instill new momentum in
the process – and confidence in the parties – at a critical
time,  when  recent  discoveries  of  oil  and  gas  deposits  in
maritime  zones  of  overlapping  jurisdictions  demand  major
investment decisions by foreign investors and the national oil
companies  of  the  countries  involved.  Offshore  seabed
hydrocarbon activities in recent years have resulted in a
series of important discoveries, including two massive finds:
Leviathan, discovered off the Israeli coast in December 2010
and reported to hold 22 trillion cubic feet (Tcf) in gas
reserves; and Zohr, discovered off Egypt in August 2015 and
reported  to  contain  30  Tcf.  Both  discoveries,  which  are
proceeding to the development stage, lie in close general
proximity to the boundaries delimited by the aforementioned
bilateral treaties.



Once a Special Advisor has been appointed by you, it would be
even  more  helpful  if  you  could  facilitate  a  multi-party
ministerial meeting on the boundary disputes in the Eastern
Mediterranean at UN Headquarters in New York, at the UN Office
in  Geneva,  or  at  some  other  convenient  and  appropriate
location. Preparatory meetings by technical teams representing
the  countries  involved,  assisted  by  neutral  experts  in
maritime delimitation, could be organized before such a high-
level meeting, a process that could then be replicated for
additional sessions going forward.

Excellency,

Your  active  leadership  in  securing  mutually  acceptable
solutions for the maritime boundary disputes in the Eastern
Mediterranean would not only help strengthen respect for the
international  rule  of  law,  but  also  would  contribute  to
lasting peace and improved neighborly relations in the region.
In addition, the peaceful resolution of these disputes would
likewise  constitute  a  source  of  inspiration  for  countries
facing similar challenges around the world.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

Roudi Baroudi
Energy Economist



An  open  letter  to  U.S.
Secretary  of  State  Mike
Pompeo
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RE: Your Visit to Lebanon – Energy Diplomacy

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Your  visit  to  Lebanon  comes  at  a  moment  of  both  rare
opportunity and significant peril for this part of the world.
I note this not only as a citizen of Lebanon, but also as a
resident of the long-troubled Euro-Mediterranean region, and
my purpose is to avert a new round of instability for my
country and its neighbors.

Multiple  world-class  hydrocarbon  deposits  have  now  been
discovered beneath the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, offering a
historic chance to upgrade the regional economy, reduce or
eliminate poverty, calm regional tensions, improve security
and  increase  international  cooperation.  Unfortunately,
development of these resources is being delayed because so few
states have agreed to maritime borders with their neighbors.
Setting aside the fate of Palestine, there are 12 “Frontier”
boundaries  among  the  seven  main  coastal  states  –  Greece,
Turkey, Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Egypt – and only
two  (17  percent)  have  been  settled  by  bilateral  treaties
meeting  current  Law  of  the  Sea  standards.  In  a  region
containing  more  than  $1  trillion  worth  of  oil  and  gas,
therefore,  83  percent  of  the  maritime  borders  remain
unresolved, posing significant risks to development in several
countries – including Lebanon.

With so much of the region facing severe economic problems,



the need to expedite development and the ensuing revenues
could not be more urgent. Luckily, however, modern mapping
technologies now make it possible for LOS applications to
settle all such offshore disputes peacefully, and to do so
with both relative ease and near-absolute accuracy.

These solutions are exceedingly relevant to your visit. Your
meetings here will deal with multiple topics and the linkages
among them, but the most portentous is the perennial U.S.
project to foster agreement on maritime boundaries in the
Eastern Med, in particular that between Lebanon’s Exclusive
Economic Zone and Israel’s. This is the single area in which
U.S.  policy  has  the  greatest  capacity  to  effect  positive
changes  –  but  also  the  greatest  potential  for  unintended
consequences.

Lebanon  was  one  of  50  founding  signatories  to  the  United
Nations Charter in 1945. Ever since, Lebanese foreign policy
has been seated in the Charter’s terms, chief among them the
obligation  to  always  seek  peaceful  resolutions  of
international  disputes.  That  commitment  remains  very  much
intact,  and  this  despite  the  difficult  circumstances  that
Lebanon has long faced as a front-line state in the Arab-
Israeli conflict.

Despite – and at least partly because of – their country’s
difficult  location  and  flawed  system  of  government,  the
Lebanese  exhibit  tremendous  powers  of  resilience  and  an
uncanny ability to reinvent themselves. Whatever the crisis,
the people of this country are highly adept at making the
necessary  adjustments.  But  this  cycle  cannot  continue
indefinitely, especially when the national debt is equivalent
to more than 150 percent of GDP. Indeed, at a recent aid
conference in Paris, donor countries made it clear that their
pledges  will  not  materialize  unless  and  until  Lebanon
implements sweeping reforms, serious anti-corruption measures,
and  other  meaningful  steps  to  get  its  financial  house  in
order.



Notwithstanding these and other challenges, we may be on the
cusp of a prosperous new era. I refer, of course, to the
potentially  large  quantities  of  offshore  hydrocarbons  that
Lebanon hopes to start tapping in the coming years. If and
when production starts, the impacts will be nothing short of
game-changing.  Just  producing  natural  gas  for  its  own
consumption  would  allow  Lebanon’s  most  important  power
stations to stop running on the fuel oil and gasoil that
increase  operating  costs,  burn  dirtier,  and  wear  down
generating  equipment.

Based on what I’ve learned from 40-plus years in the energy
business, that would just be the beginning because Lebanon
also  stands  to  become  an  energy  exporter,  opening  up
substantial new revenues. First, the state would be able to
slash  deficit  spending,  borrow  at  lower  rates,  and  start
retiring its debt stock. Next, the government would have the
wherewithal  to  make  unprecedented  investments  in  roads,
schools,  hospitals,  and  other  essential  infrastructure.
Coupled with the direct and indirect opportunities generated
by the emerging energy sector, this would have an immediate
and  prolonged  stimulus  effect,  leading  to  tens  or  even
hundreds of thousands of well-paying jobs. It would also make
the entire economy more competitive, provide our youth with
the education they need to thrive in the 21st century, and
give all Lebanese access to quality health care. If wisely
managed, gas revenues also could eradicate the poverty and
accompanying social inequalities that provide terrorist groups
with such fertile recruiting grounds.

I have no doubt that we Lebanese can make our country work,
but  we  need  to  make  difficult  choices  and  craft  workable
solutions  on  our  own,  not  implement  those  demanded  by  a
foreign  power  –  ANY  foreign  power,  no  matter  how  well-
intentioned.  In  fact,  many  of  our  current  problems  stem
precisely  from  decisions  that  were  made  in  haste,  under
outside  pressure,  and/or  without  sufficient  domestic



consensus. Nonetheless, many Lebanese are grateful for the US
role in mediating the EEZ issue with Israel; on the other
hand, many others suspect that Washington’s purpose is not to
facilitate a fair deal, but rather to impose a lopsided one
that favors Israel. Any Lebanese government that signs such a
deal will face a significant loss in perceived legitimacy, a
significant rise in domestic opposition, multiple resignations
by key Cabinet ministers, and possibly the end of its ability
to govern.

There are plenty of hydrocarbons in the Levant Basin for all
rightful claimants to receive what is rightfully theirs, and
no Lebanese is asking for special favors, just fair and equal
treatment. The facts of Lebanon’s EEZ case are immutable,
starting with the correct location of the land border at Ras
Naqoura,  which  was  established  under  the  1949  Armistice
Agreement  and  can  now  be  precisely  situated  by  precision
mapping  techniques.  All  else  flows  from  that,  and  in  any
judicial  proceedings,  each  scientific  element  is  weighed
against a common set of LOS rules, which derive primarily from
three sources: 1) the 1982 U.N. Convention on the Law of the
Sea  (UNCLOS),  a  project  originally  conceived  by  then-U.S.
President Truman and now adopted by 168 countries as the basis
for  the  only  global  LOS  rulebook;  2)  the  principles  and
procedures laid down in UNCLOS and subsequent amendments; and
3)  the  precedents  established  by  UNCLOS’  court,  the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), and
other  relevant  legal  proceedings.  By  all  objective
observation,  technological  advances  have  reached  the  point
where their effect is decisive. In fact, all 13 of the most
recent court cases have been adjudicated primarily on the
basis of precision mapping.

Based on the rules and the science, then, there can be little
doubt about what a verdict in this case would mean: Lebanon
would be awarded most of the 881 square kilometers in dispute.
So should it be in any out-of-court settlement. We know this



because whether delineation is determined inside or outside a
courtroom, the same rules apply and the same science drives
the outcome: the lines are drawn according to science in the
form of the best available maps (which can now be ordered up
and received within five business days at most) of the two
states’ coastal zones. In fact, by some reckonings, preparing
an LOS case is now 80 percent scientific work and only 20
percent legal procedure. Crucially, too, Israel has accepted
the applicability of the LOS rules by having agreed to them as
the basis for its 2010 EEZ treaty with Cyprus.

Of  course,  you  know  the  complications:  Israel  is  not  a
signatory to UNCLOS, so an ITLOS verdict is impossible, and
Lebanon does not recognize Israel, so bilateral negotiations
are out. Hence the need for outside mediation, and hence the
constructive  and  perhaps  indispensable  role  of  the  United
States, depending on what role it decides to play. If America
acts as an arbiter, the end-result cannot be in doubt because
it  will  be  based  on  science  and  the  LOS  rules.  Such  an
exercise of fair play could give the entire region a chance to
defuse tensions and change direction – and help achieve U.S.
goals for the region in terms of security and cooperation. On
the  other  hand,  should  the  United  States  decide  to  act
primarily as Israel’s advocate, it will not be possible for
the Lebanese government to accept any proposal that strays
materially from the rules and the science.

Mr. Secretary,

Since  we  already  know  the  destination,  and  that  it  would
benefit both parties, why not take the shortest and surest
route? Advise the Israelis to accept a fair EEZ arrangement in
a timely fashion, make sure they (and we) honor both the
letter and the spirit of that arrangement, and convince them
to stop threatening the Lebanese with war. Then watch a shared
financial incentive for calm work its magic. The resulting
drop  in  tensions  would  surely  abet  another  U.S.  goal  by
reducing the threat of trouble at the border, and the longer



the Israelis refrained from provocations, the less incentive –
and less support – any other actor would have to rock the
boat. And were the United States to broker a balanced solution
here, it would strengthen its ability to mediate among other
nearby states – especially Cyprus, Greece, and Turkey – and
therefore have a stabilizing effect on the entire region.

I, for one, hope that the United States, partly in concert
with other actors like the U.N., will continue to use its good
offices  to  help  resolve  the  EEZ  matter  as  equitably  as
possible. I also hope that progress in this effort will open
the way for meaningful internal dialogues, too, about far-
reaching reforms on the political and economic levels. In
short, Mr. Secretary, we Lebanese need to get real, and the
United States can help us do that – but only if it means to
help Lebanon, not just Israel, and all Lebanese, not just some
of us.

Sincerely,

Roudi Baroudi



Energy Economist

ــر ــى وزي ــة إل ــة مفتوح رسال
الخارجية الأميركي: زيارتك إلى
لبنان… ديبلوماسية الطاقة
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،السيد الوزير

تأتي زيارتكم إلى لبنان وقت يقف هذا الجزء من العالم امام فرصة
نادرة للتطور وخطر كبير للانفجار، ولست أشير إلى هذين الامرين
المهمين كمواطن لبناني فحسب، وانما بصفتي شخصاً يقيم ويعمل في
المنطقة الأورومتوسطية والشرق الأوسط المضطربة منذ مدة طويلة،
وهدفي هو تجنب جولة جديدة من عدم الاستقرار في لبنان والدول
.المجاورة له

كما تعلمون فقد تم اكتشاف رواسب هيدروكربونية متعددة المستوى تحت
شرق البحر المتوسط، مما يوفر فرصة تاريخية لرفع مستوى الاقتصاد
الإقليمي والحد من الفقر أو حتى القضاء عليه كما وتهدئة التوترات
الإقليمية، ولكن لسوء الحظ، يتم التأخر من الاستفادة من هذه
الموارد بسبب قلة عدد الدول التي رسمت حدودها البحرية مع
جيرانها. وإذا ما وضعنا جانبا مصير حدود فلسطين، نجد ان هنالك 12
“حدوداً” بحرية بين الدول الساحلية السبع الرئيسية: اليونان
وتركيا وقبرص وسوريا ولبنان وإسرائيل ومصر، قد تمت تسوية اثنين
منها فقط، أي ما نسبته (17٪) من خلال تطبيق معايير المعاهدات
الثنائية لقانون البحار. في منطقة تحتوي على مخزون نفطي يقدَّر
بأكثر من تريليون دولار من النفط والغاز، لا تزال 83٪ من الحدود
البحرية من دون تحديد نهائي، مما يشكل مخاطر كبيرة على التنمية
.في العديد من بلدان المنطقة بما فيها لبنان

إن الحاجة إلى الإسراع بالتنمية وضخ الإيرادات المالية الجديدة هي
ةّ والمستعجلة، خصوصا ان دول المنطقة تواجه الكثير من الامور الملح
من المشاكل الاقتصادية الحادة. من هنا ولحسن الحظ، فان تقنيات رسم
تتيح تسوية جميع LOSالخرائط الحديثة بواسطة تطبيقات قانون البحار
النزاعات البحرية بهدوء، والقيام بها بكل سهولة وانسيابية ودقة
.شبه مطلقة



مما لا شك فيه ان اجتماعاتكم في لبنان ستتناول العديد من الامور
والمواضيع المتشابكة، ولكن يبقى الموضوع الأكثر أهمية هو مشروع
الولايات المتحدة الدائم لتعزيز الاتفاق على الحدود البحرية في
الشرق الأوسط، ولا سيما بين المنطقة الاقتصادية الخالصة اللبنانية
والمنطقة الإسرائيلية. هذا هو المجال الوحيد الذي تتمتع فيه
السياسة الأميركية بأكبر مكانة لإحداث تغييرات إيجابية، وفي الوقت
.عينه أكبر خطر لإمكان حصول عواقب غير مقصودة

عّت ميثاق الأمم المتحدة عام يعتبر لبنان واحداً من بين 50 دولة وق
1945. ومذذاك تمسكت السياسة الخارجية اللبنانية بشروط تطبيق هذا
الميثاق، وعلى رأسها الالتزام بالسعي الدائم إلى حل سلمي للنزاعات
الدولية، وهذا على الرغم من الظروف الصعبة التي واجهها لبنان منذ
.مدة طويلة كدولة على خط المواجهة في الصراع العربي – الإسرائيلي

على الرغم من – وعلى الأقل جزئياً بسبب – موقع بلدهم الاستراتيجي
والمعــرّض للهــزات السياســية والامنيــة ونظــامه المعقّــد، فــإن
اللبنانيين يتمتعون بمرونة هائلة وقدرة غريبة على الخروج من
مشاكلهم المستعصية. وعلى مر التاريخ ومهما كانت الأزمة، فإن الشعب
اللبناني بارع للغاية في التأقلم مع الازمات والخروج منها. لكن
هذه الدورة لا يمكن أن تستمر إلى أجل غير مسمى، لا سيما عندما يكون
الدَّين العام في لبنان يعادل أكثر من 150٪ من الناتج المحلي
الإجمالي. وقد أوضحت الدول المانحة في مؤتمر عُقد اخيراً في باريس
لمساعدة لبنان اقتصاديا، أن تعهداتها لن تتحقق إلا إذا نفّذ لبنان
إصلاحات شاملة وتدابير جادة لمكافحة الفساد وغير ذلك من الخطوات
.الهادفة إلى تنظيم وضعه المالي

على الرغم من هذه التحديات وغيرها، قد يكون لبنان على أعتاب عصر
جديـد مـزدهر وذلـك نظـراً إلـى الكميـات الكـبيرة المحتملـة مـن
الهيدروكربونات البحرية التي يأمل لبنان في البدء باستغلالها في
السنوات المقبلة، اذ فور بدء الإنتاج، فإن التأثيرات ستكون كبيرة
وعلى كل الصعد. فمجرد إنتاج الغاز الطبيعي للاستهلاك المحلي سيسمح
لمحطات الطاقة في لبنان بالتوقف عن استعمال المازوت والغاز اويل
اللذين يزيدان تكاليف تشغيل المحطات، ويسببان تلوثاً كبيراً، كما
.ينهكان معامل التوليد في اوقات قياسية

بناءً على خبرتي في مجال الطاقة والتي تمتد الى أكثر من 40
عامًا، سيكون هذا التحسن مجرد بداية لأن لبنان سيكون أيضا مصدرا
للطاقة، مما يفتح امامه عائدات نقدية جديدة وكبيرة، ستمكن الدولة



ً من خفض الإنفاق على العجز، والاقتراض بمعدلات أقل، والبدء أولا
بتسديد رصيد ديونها. بعد ذلك، ستحصل الحكومة على الاموال اللازمة
للقيام باستثمارات غير مسبوقة في قطاعات مهمة كالطرق والمدارس
والمستشفيات والبنية التحتية الأساسية الأخرى، اضافة الى الفرص
المباشرة وغير المباشرة التي يولّدها قطاع الطاقة الناشئ، وهذا
الامر سيكون له تأثير تحفيزي فوري وطويل الأمد، مما يؤدي إلى خلق
عشرات أو حتى مئات الآلاف من فرص العمل التي تؤمن اجرا جيدا. كما
أنه سيجعل الاقتصاد برمته أكثر قدرة على المنافسة، ويزوّد شبابنا
التعليم المفيد والحديث الذي يحتاجون إليه في القرن الحادي
والعشريــن، ويمنــح جميــع اللبنــانيين الرعايــة الصــحية الجيــدة
والشاملة. وإذا تمت إدارة هذه الثروة بحكمة، فإن عائدات الغاز
يمكن أن تقضي على الفقر وعلى الفروق الاجتماعية الحادة خصوصا في
المناطق المحرومة التي توفر للجماعات الإرهابية الارض الخصبة
.لتجنيد افراد جدد

لا أشك في أن اللبنانيين يمكنهم دفع وطنهم الى الامام، لكنهم في
حاجة إلى اتخاذ خيارات صعبة وصياغة حلول قابلة للتطبيق، والابتعاد
عن تنفيذ تلك التي تطالب بها القوى الاقليمية والاجنبية. في
الواقع، فإن العديد من مشاكلنا الحالية تنبع على وجه التحديد من
القرارات التي اتُخذت على عجل، تحت ضغط خارجي و/ أو دون إجماع
محلي كاف. ومع ذلك، فإن العديد من اللبنانيين ممتنّون لدور
الولايـات المتحـدة فـي التوسـط لحـل الخلاف مـع اسـرائيل المتعلـق
بالمنطقة الاقتصادية الخالصة. من جهة أخرى، يشك الكثير من
اللبنانيين في أن هدف واشنطن لا يكمن في تسهيل التوصل إلى صفقة
عادلة، بل فرض واقع غير متوازن لمصلحة إسرائيل. وفي حال رضوخ
الحكومة اللبنانية لهذا الحل غير المتوازن ستعرف خسارة كبيرة في
شرعيتها، اضافة الى معارضة محلية قوية، وسيصل الامر الى تقديم
استقالات من جانب وزراء رئيسيين في الحكومة، وربما نهاية قدرتها
.على الحكم

هناك الكثير من المواد الهيدروكربونية في حوض مشرق المتوسط، وهي
تكفي جميع المطالبين بها وفقاً لحصصهم القانونية والشرعية، ولا
يطلب أي لبناني الحصول على مزايا خاصة او على زيادة غير قانونية،
وانما معاملة عادلة ومتساوية. ان قضية المنطقة الاقتصادية الخالصة
في لبنان غير قابلة للتغيير او للتلاعب، بدءاً بالموقع الصحيح
للحدود البرية في رأس الناقورة التي تم تحديدها بموجب اتفاقية
الهدنة لعام 1949، والتي يمكن الآن تحديد موقعها باتقان متناهٍ



بواسطة تقنيات رسم الخرائط الدقيقة. ويمكن الاتكاء على هذه النقطة
لحل الامور العالقة الاخرى. في أي إجراءات قضائية، يتم مطابقة كل
عنصر علمي بمجموعة قواعد قانون البحار، والتي تستمد أساسا من
:ثلاثة مصادر

وهو مشروع ،(UNCLOS) اتفاق الأمم المتحدة لقانون البحار لعام 1982
تم تصوره في الأصل من قبل الرئيس الأميركي ترومان واعتمدته الى الآن
168 دولة كأساس لكتاب قواعد لوس أنجلس العالمي وهو الكتاب الوحيد
.المعتمد

المبادئ والإجراءات المنصوص عليها في اتفاق الأمم المتحدة لقانون
.البحار والتعديلات عليه

السوابق التي أنشأتها محكمة اتفاقية الأمم المتحدة لقانون البحار
والإجراءات القانونية (ITLOS) والمحكمة الدولية لقانون البحار
.الأخرى ذات الصلة

ان التطورات التكنولوجية المتسارعة وصلت إلى النقطة التي يكون
فيها تأثيرها حاسماً في حل النزاعات البحرية. في الواقع، تم
الفصل في جميع القضايا الـ 13 المعروضة اخيرا امام المحاكم
البحرية المختصة على أساس علمي. وهذا الامر ادى الى الدقة في رسم
.الخرائط البحرية

من هنا فانه بناءً على القواعد المعتمدة والعلوم، لا يمكن أن يكون
هناك أي شك حول نتائج الحكم في هذه الحالة: سيتم منح لبنان في
حال تطبيق القواعد العلمية معظم مساحة الـ881 كيلومتراً مربعاً
موضع النزاع البحري. سواء تم تحديد الترسيم داخل قاعة المحكمة أو
خارجها. علميا يتم رسم الخطوط وفقا للخرائط المتاحة (والتي يمكن
طلبها الآن وتسلّمها في غضون خمسة أيام عمل على الأكثر) من المناطق
الساحلية للدولتين. في الواقع، في ايامنا هذه فإن إعداد قضية
وفقا لقانون البحار يكون بنسبة 80٪ من الناحية العلمية ولا تشكل
الاجراءات القانونية سوى 20٪ فقط. في العام 2010 قبلت إسرائيل
قانون البحار من خلال موافقتها عليها كأساس (LOS) تطبيق قواعد
لمعاهدة المنطقة الاقتصادية الخالصة الموقعة مع قبرص، وبالتالي
فان اي محاولة لحل النزاع مع لبنان يفرض عليها تطبيق القواعد
.المذكورة

بالطبع، أنتم تدركون الصعوبات التي يعرفها هذا الملف، فإسرائيل
ليست من الدول الموقعة على اتفاقية الأمم المتحدة لقانون البحار،



أمر مستحيل من ITLOS لذلك فإن حكم المحكمة الدولية لقانون البحار
الناحية الاجرائية، ولبنان لا يعترف بإسرائيل، لذا فإن المفاوضات
الثنائية لا مكان لها. لذلك كانت الحاجة إلى وساطة خارجية مقبول
بها من الطرفين، ومن هنا يكمن الدور الذي لا غنى عنه والبنّاء
للولايات المتحدة، وهو يتوقف على طريقة تعاطي دولتكم مع هذا
كَـم عـادل، فـإن النتيجـة الموضـوع. إذا كـانت أميركـا تتصـرف كح
النهائية لا يمكن أن تكون موضع شك لأنها ستستند إلى العلم وقواعد
قانون البحار المرعية الاجراء. وفي هذه الحالة يمكن أن تمنح
المنطقة بأسرها فرصة لنزع فتيل التوترات. من جهة أخرى، إذا قررت
الولايات المتحدة التصرف بشكل أساسي كحليفة لإسرائيل، فلن يكون
ممكناً أن تقبل الحكومة اللبنانية بأي اقتراح يبتعد عن القواعد
.القانونية والعلم الحديث

،السيد الوزير

نظراً الى أننا نعرف التوجه العملي الذي سيفيد طرفي النزاع،
فلماذا لا تأخذ أقصر الطرق وأكثرها ثقة؟ وتكمن بتقديم المشورة الى
الإسـرائيليين لقبـول ترتيـب عـادل للمنطقـة الاقتصاديـة الخالصـة،
والتأكد من أنهم (كما نحن) سيحترمون نص هذا الترتيب وروحه،
وبالتالي إقناعهم بالتوقف عن تهديد اللبنانيين بالحرب. واذا كانت
الولايات المتحدة تتوسط لحل متوازن في هذا النزاع، فستعزز قدرتها
على التوسط بين الدول المجاورة الأخرى – وخصوصا قبرص واليونان
.وتركيا – وبالتالي يكون لها تأثير على استقرار المنطقة بأسرها

من هنا آمل أن تستمر الولايات المتحدة، بالتنسيق مع جهات فاعلة
أخرى مثل الأمم المتحدة، في استخدام مساعيها الحميدة للمساعدة في
حل مسألة المنطقة الاقتصادية الخالصة. كما آمل أيضا أن يفتح
التقدم في هذا الملف الطريق لإجراء حوارات داخلية ذات مغزى حول
الإصلاحات البعيدة المدى على المستويين السياسي والاقتصادي، والتي
.يحتاج اليها لبنان

باختصار، السيد الوزير، نحن اللبنانيين في حاجة إلى أن نكون
واقعيين، ويمكن الولايات المتحدة أن تساعدنا ولكن شرط ان يكون ذلك
عبر مساعدة لبنان، وليس فقط إسرائيل، وجميع اللبنانيين، وليس
.بعضهم



خبير طاقوي

رودي بارودي


