
EU  Commission  warns  members
it  will  get  tough  on
pollution

BRUSSELS (Reuters) – The European Commission said on Tuesday
it would get tough on air quality and penalize members that
breached EU rules on pollutants such as nitrogen oxide and
particulate matter.

The Commission estimates that 400,000 people die every year as
the result of airborne pollution, and targets introduced for
2005  and  2010  are  still  being  exceeded  in  23  of  28  EU
countries.

After  a  meeting  with  the  environment  ministers  of  nine
countries  which  face  legal  action  because  of  air  quality
problems, including the bloc’s largest economies Germany and
France, EU Environment Commissioner Karmenu Vella said his
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patience was running thin.

“The deadlines for meeting the legal obligations have long
elapsed, and some say we have waited already too long, but we
can  delay  no  more,  and  I  have  made  this  very  clear  to
ministers this morning,” Vella told a news conference.

He added that while countries had made some suggestions during
the meeting, air quality standards would still be breached
well beyond 2020 unless new measures were taken.

“In our exchange, there were some positive suggestions, but I
have to say that at first sight, these were not substantial
enough  to  change  the  bigger  picture,”  Vella  said,  adding
members had until next week to improve on their proposals.

The EU Commission can take countries to Europe’s top court if
they breach EU law. Poland as well as Bulgaria have already
faced legal action over air quality issues.

A Trump Darling, Gas Exports,
Set to Gain as Iran Deal Dies
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Another darling of the Trump administration is poised to gain
from the Iran deal breakup as oil surges: Natural gas exports.

With the move to curb Iran’s oil output encouraging more shale
drilling, prices for natural gas produced alongside crude in
West Texas could crater, falling to zero some days, according
to Tudor Pickering Holt & Co. Already, the gas sold at West
Texas’ Waha hub is down 51 percent for the year.
That’s bad for producers selling the fuel in the U.S., but
good for companies that export it in tankers. As the market
for liquefied natural gas grows in Asia, being able to source
gas at its cheapest should give U.S. exports a leg up.
From  Secretary  of  Commerce  Wilbur  Ross  to  the  President
himself,  the  White  House  has  long  sung  the  praises  of
increasing American LNG exports to help trim the trade deficit
with Asian countries. Meanwhile, the Permian boom has filled
pipelines to capacity, trapping gas in the region and making
prices there the cheapest of any major U.S. shale play.



Qatar  welcomes  Maronite
Patriarch with open arms
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Maronite Patriarch Bechara Rahi has wrapped up a visit to
Qatar  aimed  at  serving  the  spiritual  needs  of  Christian
expatriates working in the country, addressing temporal issues
relating to the Lebanese community there, and increasing the
number  of  Qatari  visitors  to  Lebanon.



One of the highlights came when Rahi laid the foundation stone
for what will be Mar Charbel Church, the first Maronite church
in a Gulf Cooperation Council country. The new facility will
be built within the Religious Complex in Doha’s Abu Hamour
district, which houses places of worship for several Christian
denominations, including Roman Catholics, Anglicans, and Greek
Orthodox.



Rahi, who serves as a Cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church



and whose official title is Patriarch of Antioch and All the
East,  led  a  delegation  that  included  Archbishop  Francisco
Montecillo Padilla, Apostolic Nuncio to Qatar and four other
Gulf  countries;  Bishop  Camillo  Ballin,  Apostolic  Vicar  of
Northern Arabia; and Archbishop Samir Mazloum, and Archbishops
Mazloum and Sayyah, Emeritus Curial Bishop of Antioch and Fr.
Charbel Mhanna, Patriarchal Envoy for the Maronites in Qatar.

The  patriarch  was  warmly  received  by  numerous  senior
officials, chief among them the Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani; the Prime Minister, Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin
Khalifa al-Thani; the Foreign Minister, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdel-Rahman al-Thani; and the Minister of Environment and
Municipalities,  Mohammed  bin  Abdullah  al-Rumaihi.  The
delegation was accompanied to these meetings by businessman
Roudi Baroudi, a prominent member of the Lebanese business
community in Doha.



At each stop, Qatari leaders expressed their gratitude and
their  respect  for  Lebanese  expatriates,  who  have  been
instrumental in diluting the impact of efforts by Saudi Arabia
and certain other countries to strangle Qatar’s economy since
mid-2017. Many Lebanese of all faiths have even put off plans
to return to their homeland, standing shoulder to shoulder
with their hosts to help Qatar maintain strong growth despite
the resulting pressures.



Rahi, who was making his third visit to Doha since becoming
Patriarch in 2011, also addressed practical considerations in
order  to  strengthen  the  Qatari-Lebanese  relationship,
including a streamlining of the processes by which Lebanese



expatriates obtain residency and other status documents in
Qatar. He also called for a lifting of the travel advisory
that Doha has had in place for Lebanon since November 2017,
when Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri resigned under highly
suspicious  circumstances  while  visiting  Saudi  Arabia  in
November 2017.

ــاق ــى اتف ــل ال بارودي:التوص
تفاوضي بشأن البلوك 9 قد يعني
نصرا اكبر بكثير للبنان
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شدد الخبير النفطي الدولي رودي بارودي على “أن التوصل الى اتفاق
تفاوضي جيد من خلال وساطة أو تحكيم طرف ثالث، قد يعني نصرا اكبر
بكثير للبنان بدل إسرائيل في النزاع الحاصل حول النفط والغاز في

البحر”.

واكد بارودي الذي شارك في مؤتمرات دولية عدة آخرها في قبرص “أن
هناك عوامل أخرى تبشر بالخير بالنسبة إلى الآفاق القانونية

اللبنانية القصيرة والطويلة المدى، بما في ذلك حقيقة أن الجزء من
البلوك 9 الذي تهتم به توتال وآني ونوفاتيك، يكمن بوضوح في

المياه اللبنانية، وهذا يترك مجالا واسعا لحل وسط وقصير الاجل، على
الأقل يسمح بالاستكشاف في المناطق غير الخاضعة للنزاع مع ترك أسئلة



اكثر صعوبة في وقت لاحق”.

ولفت بارودي الى “أن نوعية المعلومات التي قدمها لبنان إلى الأمم
المتحدة والأطراف الأخرى المهتمة تعطي اهمية كبيرة لموقفه وبأكثر

من طريقة”.

الخـبيير النفطـي بارودي:التوصـل
الى اتفاق تفاوضي بشأن البلوك
9 مـن خلال وساطـة أو تحكيـم طـرف
ثالث قد يعني نصرا اكبر بكثير
للبنان

شدد الخبير النفطي الدولي رودي بارودي على “أن التوصل الى اتفاق
تفاوضي جيد من خلال وساطة أو تحكيم طرف ثالث، قد يعني نصرا اكبر
بكثير للبنان بدل إسرائيل في النزاع الحاصل حول النفط والغاز في

البحر”.
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واكد بارودي الذي شارك في مؤتمرات دولية عدة آخرها في قبرص “أن
هناك عوامل أخرى تبشر بالخير بالنسبة إلى الآفاق القانونية

اللبنانية القصيرة والطويلة المدى، بما في ذلك حقيقة أن الجزء من
البلوك 9 الذي تهتم به توتال وآني ونوفاتيك، يكمن بوضوح في

المياه اللبنانية، وهذا يترك مجالا واسعا لحل وسط وقصير الاجل، على
الأقل يسمح بالاستكشاف في المناطق غير الخاضعة للنزاع مع ترك أسئلة

اكثر صعوبة في وقت لاحق”.

ولفت بارودي الى “أن نوعية المعلومات التي قدمها لبنان إلى الأمم
المتحدة والأطراف الأخرى المهتمة تعطي اهمية كبيرة لموقفها وبأكثر

من طريقة”.

وأضاف بارودي “ان الجانب اللبناني استخدم الرسوم البيانية
للهندسة البحرية البريطانية الأصلية كنقطة انطلاق للحدود الجنوبية
لمنطقتها الاقتصادية الخالصة، ما يضفي صدقيةً اكبر على معارضتها”.

واوضح الخبير النفطي “أن لبنان وقع وصادق على الاتفاقية الدولية
الاساسية في شأن ترسيم الحدود البحرية عام 82، إلا أن إسرائيل لم
تفعل ذلك، وبناء على ذلك فإنه لا توجد آلية ملزمة يمكن بموجبها

لأيٍ من لبنان وإسرائيل ان تحيل الحدود البحرية إليها من أجل
حلّها، من دون موافقة صريحة من الجانب الآخ”ر.

ولفت بارودي إلى انه “بما ان اسرائيل وقعت اتفاقية منطقة
اقتصادية حصرية مع قبرص فإن لدى لبنان خيارات على هذا المستوى”.

وتحدث بارودي عن “الجهود الديبلوماسية المعقدة بسبب العديد من
العوامل التي تعيق طرق حل النزاع، خصوصا أن لا علاقات ديبلوماسية

بين لبنان وإسرائيل”.

وشرح الخبير النفطي الدولي تحفظات لبنان في ما يتعلق بتعيين
محكمة العدل الدولية أو اي طرف ثالث لحل النزاع الحدودي البحري

ذات شقين:

أولا: المخاوف من أن تسعى إسرائيل لتشريع اي اتفاق لإحالة النزاع
البحري الى محكمة العدل الدولية او اي محكمة اخرى بعد موافقة

لبنان على إخضاع كل القضايا الحدودية لحل هذه الهيئة.

ثانيا: القلق من أن اي اتفاق مباشر مع إسرائيل على طلب مشاركة



طرف ثالث على النزاع، يمكن اعتباره اعترافا بحكم الواقع وبحكم
القانون لإسرائيل.

وأضاف بارودي: “إن هناك عناصر معينة تجعل النزاع اللبناني
الإسرائيلي مزيدا من بعض النواحي، لكن الظروف العامة في هذه

الحالة ليست عادية”، شارحا أن “كل ولاية ساحلية على كوكب الارض
لديها منطقة بحرية واحدة على الاقل تتداخل مع منطقة أخرى، ولا يزال

العديد من هذه النزاعات من دون حل”.

وأشار إلى ان “العديد من المعاهدات البحرية الثنائية التي تم
التوصل اليها، تعارضها البلدان المجاورة ذات المناطق المتداخلة،

كما هو الحال مع معارضة لبنان للاتفاق الاسرائيلي-القبرصي”.

رودي بارودي: اتفاق تفاوضي جيد
مـن خلال وساطـة أو تحكيـم طـرف
ثالث قد يعني نصراً اكبر بكثير
للبنان
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شدد الخبير النفطي الدولي رودي بارودي على أن التوصل الى اتفاق
تفاوضي جيد من خلال وساطة أو تحكيم طرف ثالث ، قد يعني نصراً اكبر
بكثير للبنان بدل إسرائيل في النزاع الحاصل حول النفط والغاز في

البحر.

واكد بارودي الذي شارك في مؤتمرات دولية عدة آخرها في قبرص ، أن
هناك عوامل أخرى تبشر بالخير بالنسبة إلى الآفاق القانونية

اللبنانية القصيرة والطويلة المدى، بما في ذلك حقيقة أن الجزء من
البلوك 9 الذي تهتم به توتال وآني ونوفاتيك ، يكمن بوضوح في

ً واسعاً لحل وسط وقصير الاجل، المياه اللبنانية ، وهذا يترك مجالا
على الأقل يسمح بالاستكشاف في المناطق غير الخاضعة للنزاع مع ترك

أسئلة اكثر صعوبة في وقت لاحق.

ولفت بارودي الى أن نوعية المعلومات التي قدّمها لبنان إلى الأمم
المتحدة والأطراف الأخرى المهتمة تعطي اهمية كبيرة لموقفها وبأكثر

من طريقة وأضاف بارودي إن الجانب اللبناني استخدم الرسوم
البيانية للهندسة البحرية البريطانية الأصلية كنقطة انطلاق للحدود
الجنوبية لمنطقتها الاقتصادية الخالصة، ما يضفي صدقيّةً اكبر على

معارضتها.

واوضح الخبير النفطي أن لبنان وقع وصادق على الاتفاقية الدولية
الاساسية في شأن ترسيم الحدود البحرية عام 82 ، إلا أن إسرائيل لم
تفعل ذلك ، وبناء على ذلك فإنه لا توجد آلية ملزمة يمكن بموجبها

لأيٍ من لبنان وإسرائيل ان تحيل الحدود البحرية إليها من أجل
حلّها ، من دون موافقة صريحة من الجانب الآخر.

ولفت بارودي إلى انه بما ان اسرائيل وقعت اتفاقية منطقة اقتصادية
حصرية مع قبرص فإن لدى لبنان خيارات على هذا المستوى.

وتحدث بارودي عن الجهود الديبلوماسية المعقدة بسبب العديد من
العوامل التي تعيق طرق حل النزاع، خصوصاً أن لا علاقات ديبلوماسية

بين لبنان وإسرائيل.

وشرح الخبير النفطي الدولي أن تحفظات لبنان في ما يتعلق بتعيين
محكمة العدل الدولية أو اي طرف ثالث لحل النزاع الحدودي البحري

ذات شقين:

ً: المخاوف من أن تسعى إسرائيل لتشريع اي اتفاق لإحالة النزاع أولا
البحري الى محكمة العدل الدولية او اي محكمة اخرى بعد موافقة



لبنان على إخضاع كل القضايا الحدودية لحل هذه الهيئة.
ثانيا: القلق من أن اي اتفاق مباشر مع إسرائيل على طلب مشاركة

طرف ثالث على النزاع ، يمكن اعتباره اعترافاً بحكم الواقع وبحكم
القانون لإسرائيل.

وأضاف بارودي: إن هناك عناصر معينة تجعل النزاع اللبناني
الإسرائيلي مزيداً من بعض النواحي ، لكن الظروف العامة في هذه

الحالة ليست عادية ، وشرح أن كل ولاية ساحلية على كوكب الارض لديها
منطقة بحرية واحدة على الاقل تتداخل مع منطقة أخرى ، ولا يزال

العديد من هذه النزاعات من دون حل.

وأشار إلى ان العديد من المعاهدات البحرية الثنائية التي تم
التوصل اليها ، تعارضها البلدان المجاورة ذات المناطق المتداخلة،

كما هو الحال مع معارضة لبنان للإتفاق الاسرائيلي-القبرصي.

بارودي: اتفاق نفطي جيد من خلال
وساطـة يعنـي نصـراً للبنـان علـى
اسرائيل

شدد الخبير النفطي الدولي رودي بارودي على أن التوصل الى اتفاق
تفاوضي جيد من خلال وساطة أو تحكيم طرف ثالث، قد يعني نصراً أكبر
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بكثير للبنان بدل إسرائيل في النزاع الحاصل حول النفط والغاز في
البحر.

واكد بارودي الذي شارك في مؤتمرات دولية عدة آخرها في قبرص، أن
هناك عوامل أخرى تبشر بالخير بالنسبة إلى الآفاق القانونية

اللبنانية القصيرة والطويلة المدى، بما في ذلك حقيقة أن الجزء من
البلوك 9 الذي تهتم به توتال وآني ونوفاتيك ، يكمن بوضوح في

ً واسعاً لحل وسط وقصير الاجل، المياه اللبنانية ، وهذا يترك مجالا
على الأقل يسمح بالاستكشاف في المناطق غير الخاضعة للنزاع مع ترك

أسئلة اكثر صعوبة في وقت لاحق.

ولفت بارودي الى أن نوعية المعلومات التي قدّمها لبنان إلى الأمم
المتحدة والأطراف الأخرى المهتمة تعطي اهمية كبيرة لموقفها وبأكثر

من طريقة. وأضاف بارودي إن الجانب اللبناني استخدم الرسوم
البيانية للهندسة البحرية البريطانية الأصلية كنقطة انطلاق للحدود
الجنوبية لمنطقتها الاقتصادية الخالصة، ما يضفي صدقيّةً اكبر على

معارضتها.

واوضح الخبير النفطي أن لبنان وقع وصادق على الاتفاقية الدولية
الاساسية في شأن ترسيم الحدود البحرية عام 82 ، إلا أن إسرائيل لم
تفعل ذلك ، وبناء على ذلك فإنه لا توجد آلية ملزمة يمكن بموجبها

لأيٍ من لبنان وإسرائيل ان تحيل الحدود البحرية إليها من أجل
حلّها ، من دون موافقة صريحة من الجانب الآخر.

ولفت بارودي إلى انه بما ان اسرائيل وقعت اتفاقية منطقة اقتصادية
حصرية مع قبرص فإن لدى لبنان خيارات على هذا المستوى.

وتحدث بارودي عن الجهود الديبلوماسية المعقدة بسبب العديد من
العوامل التي تعيق طرق حل النزاع، خصوصاً أن لا علاقات ديبلوماسية

بين لبنان وإسرائيل.

وشرح الخبير النفطي الدولي أن تحفظات لبنان في ما يتعلق بتعيين
محكمة العدل الدولية أو اي طرف ثالث لحل النزاع الحدودي البحري

ذات شقين:

ً: المخاوف من أن تسعى إسرائيل لتشريع اي اتفاق لإحالة النزاع أولا
البحري الى محكمة العدل الدولية او اي محكمة اخرى بعد موافقة

لبنان على إخضاع كل القضايا الحدودية لحل هذه الهيئة.

ثانيا: القلق من أن اي اتفاق مباشر مع إسرائيل على طلب مشاركة



طرف ثالث على النزاع ، يمكن اعتباره اعترافاً بحكم الواقع وبحكم
القانون لإسرائيل.

وأضاف بارودي: إن هناك عناصر معينة تجعل النزاع اللبناني
الإسرائيلي مزيداً من بعض النواحي ، لكن الظروف العامة في هذه

الحالة ليست عادية ، وشرح أن كل ولاية ساحلية على كوكب الارض لديها
منطقة بحرية واحدة على الاقل تتداخل مع منطقة أخرى، ولا يزال

العديد من هذه النزاعات من دون حل.

وأشار إلى ان العديد من المعاهدات البحرية الثنائية التي تم
التوصل اليها ، تعارضها البلدان المجاورة ذات المناطق المتداخلة،

كما هو الحال مع معارضة لبنان للإتفاق الاسرائيلي-القبرصي.

البروفيسور رودي بارودي الخبير
النفطي

GECF  Doha  meet  seeks  to
further strengthen gas marke
The 18th ministerial meeting of the Gas Exporting Countries
Forum (GECF) in Doha tomorrow will further explore ways to
strengthen  the  global  gas  market,  which  faces  numerous
challenges including lower prices.

The Doha-headquartered GECF currently accounts for 42% of the
global  gas  output,  67%  of  the  world’s  proven  natural  gas
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reserves, 40% of pipe gas transmission, and 85% of global LNG
trade.
The  GECF  seeks  to  increase  the  level  of  coordination  and
strengthen the collaboration among member countries, and to
build a mechanism for a more meaningful dialogue between gas
producers and consumers to ensure stability and security of
supply and demand in global natural gas markets. 

It also aims to support its members over their natural gas
resources and their abilities to develop, preserve and use
such resources for the benefit of their peoples, through the
exchange of experience, views, information and coordination in
gas-related matters.
Saudi Arabian Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih is expected to
travel to the Qatari capital, Doha, this week for meetings
with oil-producing countries on the sidelines of an energy
forum, three sources familiar with the matter said, according
to a Reuters dispatch. Al-Falih is expected to meet other
energy  ministers  from  Opec  and  possibly  Russian  Energy
Minister Alexander Novak on Friday, the sources said, speaking
on condition of anonymity.
It  was  not  immediately  clear  whether  al-Falih  would  meet
Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh, the sources said, as
there was no confirmation from Tehran yet on whether Zanganeh
would attend the gas forum.

Qatar and Russia are members of the GECF, while Saudi Arabia
is not.
The natural gas market is very dynamic and requires liquidity,
flexibility and transparency for it to function effectively,
GECF  noted.  It,  therefore,  needs  multiple  supply  sources,
users and comprehensive infrastructure for transmission and
distribution. The natural gas market is highly developed in
the US Europe and Asia.



Keep calm, carry on

POLITICS / The Qatar crisis is hurting the GCC as a whole,
economically and politically, while the targeted country is
hanging on / Gerald Butt, Doha

The first time you see the picture, if you arrive in Doha by
air, it’s lit up in glass panels above each booth at passport
control.
The  image  is  black-and-white—giving  the  appearance  of  a
stenciled drawing—of the Emir of Qatar, Shaikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani. He looks calm but resolute.

Underneath,  the  slogan  in  Arabic  reads  ‘Tamim  the
magnificent’. Thereafter, you see the same image all over
Doha, sometimes tiny above the lift buttons in office blocks,
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other times covering the whole side of a high-rise building.

This public display of admiration for Sheikh Tamim, Qataris
and long-term expatriates said, reflects genuine feelings of
support for the way in which the country’s leader has handled
the crisis resulting from the economic blockade. This was
imposed  by  Saudi  Arabia,  the  United  Arab  Emirates  (UAE),
Bahrain and Egypt on 5 June. The four states accused Qatar of
failing to honour pledges to change
some of its domestic and regional policies.

They insist the siege will continue until,among other things,
Qatar  ends  its  alleged  support  for  terrorism  and  for  the
Muslim Brotherhood, and shuts down Al-Jazeera television.

Qatar has rejected the conditions as an infringement of its
sovereignty. Shaikh Tamim told the United Nations General
Assembly in September that the “unjust” and “illegal” blockade
had been imposed “abruptly and without warning”, and Qataris
considered it “as a kind of treachery”.
He went on to express “pride in my Qatari people” and foreign
residents who had “rejected the dictates” and “insisted
on the independence of Qatar’s sovereign decision”. When he
returned to Doha, many thousands of people took to the
streets to welcome him.

The Qatari leadership will have been relieved to witness that
degree  of  public  support,  because  the  country  faces
difficulties—even  though  the  energy  sector  has  been
unaffected, with oil and gas exports continuing normally. When
the blockade was imposed, Saudi Arabia shut its land border
with Qatar. This caused an immediate problem because 40% of
Qatar’s food, including milk and dairy produce, came from the
kingdom.  Within  days,  new  suppliers  were  found,  food  was
airlifted from Iran and Turkey, and new shipping routes were
established, using Sohar and Salalah ports in Oman as hubs, in
place of Jebel Ali in the UAE. Food prices have risen, but
today there aren’t shortages.



The  siege  has,  however,  disrupted  travel.  Arriving  from
destinations to the west of Qatar involves a longer flight
over Turkish airspace, swinging south down across Iran before
approaching Doha from the east. Qatar Airways is facing higher
fuel bills because of this, aside from lost revenue on the
dozens  of  daily  flights  that  used  to  connect  Doha  with
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. “To get to a meeting
in our Dubai office,” a European businessman in Doha said,
“means catching a flight to Kuwait and changing planes there.
It’s
the best part of a day.”

Economic survival
The  other  economic  sector  hit  by  the  siege  is  banking.
According to economists in Doha, $21bn was withdrawn from
Qatari banks in June, as UAE investors and others withdrew
deposits,  but  outflow  fell  to  $10bn  in  July  and  $5bn  in
August. Luiz Pinto, fellow at the Brookings Doha Center think
tank and Qatar University, says that “so far, the government
has stepped in whenever Qatari banks faced foreign deposit
outflows and the non-renewal of other funding arrangements
with foreign banks”, mainly with transfers from the country’s
sovereign wealth fund, the Qatar Investment Authority.

The blockade, Pinto continued, had inflicted “a shock” on the
economy,  but  in  his  view  “there’s  no  risk  of  a  Qatari
financial  collapse.  The  central  bank  holds  $39bn  in
international reserves and foreign currency liquidity, and the
government holds around $300bn in its sovereign wealth fund.
In addition, foreign revenues are firm and the public sector
holds  $32.4bn,  or  almost  30%  of  total  deposits,  in  local
currency within the Qatari commercial banking system”.
Pinto also dismisses speculation that Qatar might de-peg its
currency from the dollar and devalue, saying that “economic
factors  commonly  associated  with  a  currency  crisis  and
devaluation are simply not found in Qatar. The country runs
structurally large fiscal and current account surpluses and is



able and willing to sustain the
dollar peg from its vast sovereign wealth”.

There are even outward signs of the economy getting back to
normal. The Doha government points to the fact that imports in
August  were  up  40%  on  July,  returning  to  the  pre-embargo
level, proving, it says, that new trade channels are in place.
But the figures don’t tell the whole story—they tell you the
value, not the volume. The country is now compelled to spend
more—basic imports are much more expensive. In the weeks ahead
things will get more challenging. Qatar’s economy, leaving
aside the energy sector, is living off a construction boom,
mostly but not totally, associated with preparations for the
2022 World Cup. Almost everything
related to construction is imported, including most of the
steel needed. For while Qatar’s own steel industry has the
capacity to produce around 80% of its domestic needs, most
production is tied
up in long-term export deals. Machinery is the crunch Most
importantly,  nearly  half  of  all  imports  are  made  up  of
machinery and
precision engineering equipment. This has traditionally been
sourced  from  Jebel  Ali,  where  bulk  imports  and  storage
capacity
have kept prices low. Today, industry in Qatar must re-order
and bring equipment through Sohar, where there are very long
delays, or direct from the manufacturers in Europe, the US or
Far East. Not only will the costs soar with either option, but
in
many  cases  new  machinery  on  order  will  have  different
specifications, necessitating the expense of fresh designs and
alterations to building plans.

In the short term, priority will be given to imports for the
energy sector and for projects directly related to the World
Cup. But private firms, which began ventures at a time when
there  was  plenty  of  cash,  could  be  knocking  at  the



government’s door for help if costs rise substantially.
“It’s a horrendous problem if this whole thing doesn’t get
sorted out,” said a Qatari businessman.

For now, the Gulf crisis has reached a plateau, with neither
side seeking to escalate it. Qatar hasn’t retaliated against
those imposing the siege: it’s still pumping around 2bn cubic
feet a day of natural
gas to the UAE through the Dolphin pipeline, although plans to
increase the flow to 3.5bn cf/d are now on hold. Former energy
minister Abdullah al-Attiyah was the architect of most of
Qatar’s gas
developments. Today he runs the Abha Foundation in Doha, a
think  tank  that  bears  his  name,  and  in  a  statement  to
Petroleum Economist said: “Despite the blockade, we honour our
commitments
and will continue to supply gas to all of our customers. We
like to separate business and politics—it’s business as usual
wherever possible.” While the blockade is focused on Qatar,
the three Gulf states imposing it are also feeling negative
economic effects from trade, travel and tourism disruptions.

But Nader Kabbani, research director at Brookings Doha, says
“economic considerations have, so far, not induced the UAE and
Saudi Arabia to de-escalate, even when given opportunities to
do  so.  This  suggests  that  the  dispute  is  more  about
personalities  than  anything  else.”

In other words, it’s largely down to the three powerful young
men at the centre of the crisis, Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman of Saudi Arabia and Prince Mohammed bin Zaid of the
UAE—the instigators of the policy on Qatar—on the one side;
and Shaikh Tamim on the other.

The  crisis  will  continue  until  they  can  put  aside  their
personal  rivalries.  What’s  clear  already  is  that  the
implications for the Gulf Cooperation Council are profound.
Even if a solution is found soon, there’s no chance of a



return to the status quo ante. The GCC as a body has shown its
impotence  by  sitting  on  its  hands  throughout  the  crisis.
Qatar, for example, will never allow a return to a state of
affairs in which it relies on its Gulf neighbours for basic
imports. Mutual trust has evaporated. This is perhaps the
clearest message inherent in the proliferation of black-and-
white images of Shaikh
Tamim around Doha.

Qatar’s new national museum, on the southern shore of Doha
Bay, is taking shape. Not that it’s an easy shape to describe.
The  building  consists  of  large,  white  concrete  petals,
interlocking at different angles. The design is inspired by
what’s known as the desert rose, the effect resulting from the
merging of gypsum crystals in the desert producing fragile
discs that have the appearance of a petal.

It’s appropriate that the new museum should acknowledge the
importance of the desert in the creation of modern-day Qatar:
the exploration for oil began in an arid region in the west of
the country in the 1930s and subsequent onshore finds provided
the revenue to fund the country’s early development. But it’s
the sea beyond the line of palm trees outside the nearly-
completed national museum—or more precisely the sea-bed—that’s
provided  the  main  source  of  hydrocarbons  responsible  for
Qatar’s  explosion  of  prosperity  over  the  past  couple  of
decades.  With  its  vast  offshore  North  Field  (shared  with
Iran), Qatar sits on the third-largest reserves of natural gas
in the world and has become the top producer of liquefied
natural gas. Its two LNG firms, Qatargas and RasGas, between
them notch up 77m tonnes in output every year.

In 2005, the Qatar government felt that things were perhaps
moving too fast and decided to impose a moratorium on further
North  Field  development  to  allow  reservoir  studies  to  be
carried out. The energy minister at the time, Abdullah al-
Attiyah, said “we have to be very careful about reserves,
pressures, and how to continue for as long as we can.” The



last LNG venture, Qatargas 4, came on-stream in 2011.

In April this year, the moratorium came to an end. Qatar
Petroleum (QP) chief executive Saad al-Kaabi said the company
had  been  “conducting  extensive  studies  and  exerting
exceptional  efforts  to  assess  the  North  Field,  including
drilling wells to better estimate its production potential”.
As a result, QP had decided that “now is a good time to lift
the moratorium”. Work would start on a new venture to produce
an extra 2bn cubic feet a day of natural gas for export from a
new site in the southern sector of the North Field.

The expectation was that the extra LNG production capacity
needed to handle the increased output would be found by the
relatively  cheap  method  of  debottlenecking  the  existing
trains.  At  the  end  of  May,  QP  awarded  Japan’s  Chiyoda  a
contract  to  identify  the  modifications  needed  to  raise
capacity of all the trains at the Ras Laffan LNG plants.

LNG trains ready to launch
Then in July, out of the blue, QP announced that the 2bn cf/d
North Field expansion plan was being doubled, and that the
country’s LNG output capacity would rise by 30% to reach 100m
tonnes a year within five-to-seven years. Petroleum Economist
soundings in Doha indicate that Qatar is lining up for a major
upstream and downstream gas project that’s estimated to be
worth  around  $30bn.  It  will  involve  well  drilling,  the
construction of an offshore receiving platform, the laying of
pipes to shore, and the establishment of a new gas treatment
plant (with the likelihood of some 24,000 barrels a day of
condensate being produced) before the gas reaches the LNG
facilities. The debottlenecking is expected to add around 10%
to current capacity, taking it up from 77m t/y to about 85m
t/y. The expectation at present is that two new LNG trains,
each  able  to  produce  around  7.5m  t/y,  will  be  needed  to
process all the new gas, with capacity rising to the target
100m t/y.



No timetable has yet been decided for the new venture, but
it’s unlikely that QP will reach an agreement with a joint
venture partner or partners before the second half of 2018. A
huge amount of detail needs to be discussed, not least about
the  financing  of  the  deal.  Given  the  current  constraints
resulting from low global oil prices and the economic embargo,
QP might want its IOC partner to shoulder the lion’s share of
capital expenditure. While the joint venture contract will be
open to bidding, there’s a strong possibility that one of the
IOCs  already  involved  in  Qatargas/RasGas  (including
ExxonMobil,  ConocoPhillips,  Shell  and  Total)  will  be  a
favourite.  The  same  goes  for  firms  involved  in  the
construction  of  the  new  trains.

Various explanations can be heard in Doha for QP’s decision to
double the already announced North Field expansion programme.
One is that Qatar is concerned about Iran’s increasing draw-
down of gas from its half of the field (which it calls South
Pars), another is that Qatar wants to send out a defiant
message that it won’t be intimidated by the economic embargo.
In the view of Roudi Baroudi, head of Doha-based consultancy
Energy & Environment Holding “the North Field has been Qatar’s
source of stability, and the country now wants to underpin
that stability still more.” Luiz Pinto of Brookings Doha also
sees a link with the embargo: “The IOCs and other key foreign
investors involved will lobby for international support for
Qatar. The projects will also prove to be an additional source
of support for the economy in the run-up to the World Cup in
2022.”

After  2022,  Qatar  alone  will  bring  new  output  to
market—regaining  its  crown  as  the  world’s  leading  LNG
producer. PE Steady as she goes OIL OUTPUT / Qatar’s oil
strategy  is  to  stem  further  production  declines,  as  it
tightens its economic belt and keeps the investment focus on
natural gas / Gerald Butt, Doha If a day comes soon, with or
without Opec/non-Opec consent, when Gulf oil producers decide



to open the taps to the full, Qatar’s contribution won’t make
the headlines. Saudi Arabia, with healthy spare capacity, and
Kuwait—hopeful of reclaiming its 250,000-barrels a day Neutral
Zone half-share and reaching its long-desired 4m b/d capacity
target— are the Gulf’s best hopes for adding new crude oil to
the market.

Since the discovery and spectacular development of Qatar’s
offshore North Field and the country’s meteoric ascent to the
peak of liquefied natural gas producers, oil has always been
something of a poor relation. In the current climate, with a
harsh mixture of relatively low global oil prices and a Qatar
economy that’s struggling to come to terms with the Saudi-
UAE-led blockade, its status is unlikely to change. Hang on as
best you can, seems to be Qatar Petroleum’s (QP) message to
the country’s oil sector.

Qatar’s baseline for the Opec/non- Opec cuts was 0.648m b/d,
down from peak production of more than 0.73m b/d at the start
of this decade. Its current allocation is 0.618m b/d, with
actual production in the 0.6m b/d range. “We’ll be quite happy
if we can stick with this figure for the immediate future,” an
oil sector official in Doha said. “We won’t realistically be
expecting more.”

Maintaining the current production level will require enough
effort in itself. Nearly half of Qatar’s output comes from the
offshore  al-Shaheen  field,  50  miles  (80km)  north  of  Ras
Laffan.  Up  to  July  this  year,  Denmark’s  Maersk  was  the
operator. The field has now been taken over by the North Oil
Company (NOC), a joint venture between France’s Total (30%
stake and operator) and QP, (70%).

The concession term is 25 years. Al-Shaheen began production
in  1994,  and  today  300  wells  and  30  platforms  are  in
operation. Total’s task, after what’s been a frosty handover
from  Maersk  to  NOC,  is  to  expedite  the  drilling  of  new
wells—the company says it has immediate plans to drill 56,



using three rigs—in order to keep al-Shaheen at a 300,000 b/d
plateau.

Maintaining a theoretical capacity plateau of 200,000 b/d is
also QP’s goal at its vast and veteran (production began in
1949) onshore Dukhan field. At present, output is in the range
of  around  175,000  b/d.  A  study  for  possible  enhanced  oil
recovery operations has been carried out, and the plan is for
this to begin in the next two years, QP budgets allowing. But
once again, the best hope is for merely a holding operation.
There’d been plans for extra barrels to come from the offshore
Bul Hanine field, also operated by QP.

A proposal to more than double capacity from 40,000 b/d to
90,000  b/d  was  announced  in  May  2014,  but  dropped  when
international  oil  prices  fell  in  the  months  thereafter.
Earlier this year, engineering, procurement and construction
bids were received for a Phase 1B development scheme, again
with  a  90,000  b/d  target.  But  with  the  economic  blockade
prompting  a  reassessment  of  spending  plans,  Bul  Hanine’s
production is unlikely soon to rise above 40,000 b/d. The fate
of Qatar’s oil sector, it seems, is to remain for ever in the
shadow of big brother gas.


