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Maronite Patriarch Bechara Rahi has wrapped up a visit to
Qatar  aimed  at  serving  the  spiritual  needs  of  Christian
expatriates working in the country, addressing temporal issues
relating to the Lebanese community there, and increasing the
number  of  Qatari  visitors  to  Lebanon.



One of the highlights came when Rahi laid the foundation stone
for what will be Mar Charbel Church, the first Maronite church
in a Gulf Cooperation Council country. The new facility will
be built within the Religious Complex in Doha’s Abu Hamour
district, which houses places of worship for several Christian
denominations, including Roman Catholics, Anglicans, and Greek
Orthodox.



Rahi, who serves as a Cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church



and whose official title is Patriarch of Antioch and All the
East,  led  a  delegation  that  included  Archbishop  Francisco
Montecillo Padilla, Apostolic Nuncio to Qatar and four other
Gulf  countries;  Bishop  Camillo  Ballin,  Apostolic  Vicar  of
Northern Arabia; and Archbishop Samir Mazloum, and Archbishops
Mazloum and Sayyah, Emeritus Curial Bishop of Antioch and Fr.
Charbel Mhanna, Patriarchal Envoy for the Maronites in Qatar.

The  patriarch  was  warmly  received  by  numerous  senior
officials, chief among them the Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani; the Prime Minister, Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin
Khalifa al-Thani; the Foreign Minister, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdel-Rahman al-Thani; and the Minister of Environment and
Municipalities,  Mohammed  bin  Abdullah  al-Rumaihi.  The
delegation was accompanied to these meetings by businessman
Roudi Baroudi, a prominent member of the Lebanese business
community in Doha.



At each stop, Qatari leaders expressed their gratitude and
their  respect  for  Lebanese  expatriates,  who  have  been
instrumental in diluting the impact of efforts by Saudi Arabia
and certain other countries to strangle Qatar’s economy since
mid-2017. Many Lebanese of all faiths have even put off plans
to return to their homeland, standing shoulder to shoulder
with their hosts to help Qatar maintain strong growth despite
the resulting pressures.



Rahi, who was making his third visit to Doha since becoming
Patriarch in 2011, also addressed practical considerations in
order  to  strengthen  the  Qatari-Lebanese  relationship,
including a streamlining of the processes by which Lebanese



expatriates obtain residency and other status documents in
Qatar. He also called for a lifting of the travel advisory
that Doha has had in place for Lebanon since November 2017,
when Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri resigned under highly
suspicious  circumstances  while  visiting  Saudi  Arabia  in
November 2017.


