أﺳﻌﺎر اﻟﺒﻨﺰﻳﻦ… اﻟﻬﺪوء ﻣﺎ ﻗﺒﻞ
اﻟﻌﺎﺻﻔﺔ
”:ﻛﺘﺒﺖ ﺟﻮﻳﻞ اﻟﻔﻐﺎﻟﻲ ﻓﻲ “ﻧﺪاء اﻟﻮﻃﻦ
ﺗﺴﺘﻤﺮ أﺳﻌﺎر اﻟﻤﺤﺮوﻗﺎت ﻓﻲ ﻟﺒﻨﺎن ﺑﺎﻹرﺗﻔﺎع ﺑﺸﻜﻞ ﻣﺘﻮاﺻﻞ .ﺣﻴﺚ ﺳﺠﻠﺖ
ﻣﻨﺬ أواﺋﻞ ﺳﻨﺔ  2021ﺣﺘﻰ اﻟﻴﻮم ارﺗﻔﺎﻋﺎً ﺑﻨﺴﺒﺔ  40ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺌﺔ ﻟﺼﻔﻴﺤﺔ
اﻟﺒﻨﺰﻳﻦ اﻟﻮاﺣﺪة .وﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺘﻮﻗﻊ أن ﺗﺴﺘﻤﺮ اﻷﺳﻌﺎر ﺑﺎﻹرﺗﻔﺎع ﻣﻊ
اﻧﻬﻴﺎر اﻟﻌﻤﻠﺔ اﻟﻮﻃﻨﻴﺔ ،واﻟﺘﺪاول ﺑﺎﻟﺪوﻻر ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﻮق اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻮﻳﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ
.أﻋﺘﺎب  10آﻻف ﻟﻴﺮة
ﺳﺠﻞ ﺳﻌﺮ ﺻﻔﻴﺤﺔ اﻟﺒﻨﺰﻳﻦ ﺑﺸﻘﻴﻬﺎ  95و 98أوﻛﺘﺎن زﻳﺎدة ﺑﻘﻴﻤﺔ 1000
ﻟﻴﺮة ،وارﺗﻔﻊ اﻟﻤﺎزوت  900ﻟﻴﺮة واﻟﻐﺎز  400ﻟﻴﺮة ،وأﺻﺒﺤﺖ اﻷﺳﻌﺎر
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺸﻜﻞ اﻵﺗﻲ :ﺑﻨﺰﻳﻦ  95أوﻛﺘﺎن 32200 :ﻟﻴﺮة ،ﺑﻨﺰﻳﻦ  98أوﻛﺘﺎن:
 33200ﻟﻴﺮة ،اﻟﻤﺎزوت 22300 :ﻟﻴﺮة ،واﻟﻐﺎز 24800 :ﻟﻴﺮة .وﻛﺘﺒﺮﻳﺮ
ﻟﻬﺬا اﻹرﺗﻔﺎع ،أوﺿﺤﺖ وزارة اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ واﻟﻤﻴﺎه – اﻟﻤﺪﻳﺮﻳﺔ اﻟﻌﺎﻣﺔ
ﻟﻠﻨﻔﻂ ﻓﻲ ﺑﻴﺎن ،اﻵﻟﻴﺔ اﻟﻤﻌﺘﻤﺪة أﺳﺒﻮﻋﻴﺎً ﻟﺘﺤﺪﻳﺪ أﺳﻌﺎر ﻣﺒﻴﻊ
اﻟﻤﺤﺮوﻗﺎت ،وﻣﻨﻬﺎ اﻟﺒﻨﺰﻳﻦ واﻟﺪﻳﺰل أوﻳﻞ .وﻓﻲ اﻟﺘﻔﺼﻴﻞ ﻓﺎن ﺟﺪول
ﺗﺮﻛﻴـﺐ اﻷﺳـﻌﺎر ﻳﺘﻜـﻮّن ﻣـﻦ :اﻟﻤﻌـﺪل اﻷﺳـﺒﻮﻋﻲ ﻟﻸﺳـﻌﺎر اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻴـﺔ
؛ وﻫﻮ ﻋﻨﺼﺮ ﻣﺘﻐﻴﺮ ،وﻳﺸﻜﻞ أﻛﺜﺮ plattsﻟﻠﻤﺸﺘﻘﺎت اﻟﻨﻔﻄﻴﺔ وﻓﻖ ﻧﺸﺮات
ﻣﻦ  %70ﻣﻦ ﺛﻤﻦ اﻟﺒﻀﺎﻋﺔ .ﻣﻦ ﺛﻢ ﺗﻀﺎف ﻋﻨﺎﺻﺮ ﺗﺸﻜﻞ ﻛﻠﻔﺔ اﻟﺒﻀﺎﻋﺔ ﻣﻦ
ﺑﻠﺪ اﻟﻤﻨﺸﺄ إﻟﻰ اﻷراﺿﻲ اﻟﻠﺒﻨﺎﻧﻴﺔ ﻣﻦ ﻧﻘﻞ ﺑﺤﺮي ،ﺗﺄﻣﻴﻦ ،ﻣﺼﺎرﻳﻒ
ﻣﺼﺮﻓﻴﺔ ،رﺑﺢ وﻏﻴﺮﻫﺎ .وﻫﺬه اﻟﻌﻨﺎﺻﺮ ﻣﻨﻬﺎ ﺛﺎﺑﺘﺔ ،وﻣﻨﻬﺎ ﺗﺤﺘﺴﺐ ﻋﻠﻰ

أﺳﺎس ﻧﺴﺐ ﻣﺌﻮﻳﺔ ﺗﺮﺗﺒﻂ ﺑﺤﺮﻛﺔ اﻷﺳﻌﺎر اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻴﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﺸﺘﻘﺎت اﻟﻨﻔﻄﻴﺔ
ﻣﻦ ﺑﻌﺪﻫﺎ ﺗﺄﺗﻲ ﻋﻨﺎﺻﺮ ﺛﺎﺑﺘﺔ ﺗﺤﺘﺴﺐ ﺑﺎﻟﻠﻴﺮة وﻣﻨﻬﺎ اﻟﺮﺳﻮم platts.
واﻟﻀﺮاﺋﺐ وﻫﺬه اﻟﻌﻨﺎﺻﺮ ﺛﺎﺑﺘﺔ وﻣﺤﺪدة ﺑﺎﻟﻠﻴﺮة اﻟﻠﺒﻨﺎﻧﻴﺔ .ﻓﻴﻤﺎ
ﻳﺪﻋﻢ ﻣﺼﺮف ﻟﺒﻨﺎن وﻻ ﻳﺰال ﺣﺘﻰ ﺗﺎرﻳﺨﻪ ﺷﺮاء اﻟﻤﺸﺘﻘﺎت اﻟﻨﻔﻄﻴﺔ ﺑﻨﺴﺒﺔ
 90ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺌﺔ ،ﻓﺘﺤﺘﺴﺐ ﻫﺬه اﻟﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ أﺳﺎس ﺳﻌﺮ اﻟﺼﺮف اﻟﺮﺳﻤﻲ ،ﻓﻲ
ﺣﻴﻦ ﻳﺘﻢ إﺣﺘﺴﺎب ﻧﺴﺒﺔ اﻟـ 10ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺌﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺒﻘﻴﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ أﺳﺎس ﺳﻌﺮ ﺻﺮف
.اﻟﺪوﻻر ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﻮق اﻟﺴﻮداء
إﺗﺠﺎه اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﻋﺎﻟﻤﻴﺎً
اﻹرﺗﻔﺎﻋﺎت اﻷﺳﺒﻮﻋﻴﺔ اﻟﺬي ﺷﻬﺪﺗﻬﺎ أﺳﻌﺎر اﻟﻤﺸﺘﻘﺎت اﻟﻨﻔﻄﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻵوﻧﺔ
اﻷﺧﻴﺮة“ ،ﻓﻲ ﻃﺮﻳﻘﻬﺎ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺘﺮاﺟﻊ ﻣﺮﺣﻠﻴﺎً ،ﺑﺎﻟﺘﺰاﻣﻦ ﻣﻊ اﻹﻧﺨﻔﺎض
اﻟﻤﺤﺘﻤﻞ ﻓﻲ ﺳﻌﺮ ﺑﺮﻣﻴﻞ اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﻋﺎﻟﻤﻴﺎً” ،ﺑﺤﺴﺐ اﻟﺨﺒﻴﺮ اﻟﻨﻔﻄﻲ اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ
رودي ﺑﺎرودي“ .ﻓﻤﻨﺬ أن ﺑﺪأت ﻋﻤﻠﻴﺔ اﻟﺘﻠﻘﻴﺢ ﺿﺪ ﻓﻴﺮوس ﻛﻮروﻧﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻮى اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻲ ،ﺑﺪأت أﺳﻌﺎر اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﺑﺎﻹرﺗﻔﺎع .وﻫﺬا ﻳﻌﻮد ﻹﻋﺎدة
ﻓﺘﺢ اﻷﺳﻮاق اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻴﺔ وﻣﻌﺎودة اﻟﻨﺸﺎط اﻹﻗﺘﺼﺎدي .إﻻ اﻧﻪ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻘﺎﺑﻞ
ﺷﻬﺪت ﺳﻮق اﻟﻄﻴﺮان ﺗﺮاﺟﻌﺎً ﻣﻠﺤﻮﻇﺎً .ﺣﻴﺚ اﻧﺨﻔﺾ ﻋﺪد اﻟﺮﺣﻼت اﻟﺠﻮﻳﺔ
ﻣﻦ ﺣﻮاﻟﻰ  140أﻟﻒ رﺣﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺷﻬﺮي آذار وﻧﻴﺴﺎن ﻣﻦ اﻟﻌﺎم  ،2020إﻟﻰ
ﺣﺪود  30أﻟﻒ رﺣﻠﺔ ﺣﺎﻟﻴﺎً .وإذا اﺳﺘﻤﺮ وﺿﻊ ﺳﻮق اﻟﻄﻴﺮان ﻓﻲ اﻟﻔﺘﺮة
اﻟﻘﺼﻴﺮة اﻟﻤﻘﺒﻠﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺎ ﻫﻮ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ اﻟﻴﻮم ،واﺳﺘﻤﺮ اﻟﺘﺮاﺟﻊ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻄﻠﺐ
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ،ﻣﻦ اﻟﻘﻄﺎﻋﺎت اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻌﺘﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ ﺑﻜﺜﺎﻓﺔ ،ﻓﺎن ﺳﻌﺮ
ﺑﺮﻣﻴﻞ اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﻋﺎﻟﻤﻴﺎً ﺳﻴﻌﻮد وﻳﻨﺨﻔﺾ ﻣﺮﺣﻠﻴﺎً إﻟﻰ ﻣﺎ ﺑﻴﻦ  55و62
دوﻻراً” .وﻫﺬا ﻣﺎ ﺳﻴﺆدي ،ﺑﺮأي ﺑﺎرودي“ ،إﻟﻰ ﺗﺨﻔﻴﻒ اﻟﻀﻐﻂ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﻮق
اﻟﻤﺤﻠﻲ ﻣﻦ أﺣﺪ أﻫﻢ ﻋﻨﺼﺮﻳﻦ ﻳﺸﻜﻼن اﻷﺳﻌﺎر ،أي أﺳﻌﺎر اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﻋﺎﻟﻤﻴﺎً،
وﺳﻌﺮ ﺻﺮف اﻟﺪوﻻر .وﻣﻦ وﺟﻬﺔ ﻧﻈﺮ ﺑﺎرودي ﻓﺎن “ﻫﺬه اﻻﻧﺨﻔﺎﺿﺎت
اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺣﺎل ﺣﺪوﺛﻬﺎ ﺳﺘﻜﻮن ﻣﻮﻗﺘﺔ .ﺣﻴﺚ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻨﺘﻈﺮ ان ﺗﻌﺎود
”.أﺳﻌﺎر اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ارﺗﻔﺎﻋﻬﺎ ﻣﻊ اﺳﺘﻌﺎدة اﻻﻗﺘﺼﺎدات ﺗﺪرﻳﺠﻴﺎً ﻟﻌﺎﻓﻴﺘﻬﺎ
دوﻻر ﻟﺒﻨﺎن ﻳﺒﻘﻰ اﻟﻤﻌﻴﺎر
ﻟﻜﻦ ﻓﻲ ﺣﺎل اﺳﺘﻤﺮ اﻧﻬﻴﺎر اﻟﻠﻴﺮة ﻣﻘﺎﺑﻞ اﻟﺪوﻻر ،ﻓﺎن ﻗﻴﻤﺔ اﻟـ 10ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﺌﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻮردﻳﻦ ﺗﺄﻣﻴﻨﻬﺎ ﺑﺎﻟﻌﻤﻠﺔ اﻟﺼﻌﺒﺔ ﺳﺘﺮﺗﻔﻊ .اﻷﻣﺮ
اﻟﺬي ﺳﻴﺆﺛﺮ ﺳﻠﺒﺎً ﻋﻠﻰ اﻷﺳﻌﺎر ،وﻳﺤﺮم اﻟﻤﻮاﻃﻨﻴﻦ ﻣﻦ ﺗﺮاﺟﻊ أﺳﻌﺎر
اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﻋﺎﻟﻤﻴﺎً .ﻫﺬا ﻃﺒﻌﺎً ،ﻣﻦ دون أي ﺣﺪﻳﺚ ﻋﻦ رﻓﻊ اﻟﺪﻋﻢ أو ﺣﺘﻰ
ﺗﺮﺷﻴﺪه .ﻓﻲ ﻣﺎ ﻳﺘﻌﻠّﻖ ﺑﺈرﺗﻔﺎع ﺳﻌﺮ اﻟﺪوﻻر ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﻮق اﻟﺴﻮداء
وﺗﺄﺛﻴﺮه ﻋﻠﻰ أﺳﻌﺎر اﻟﻤﺤﺮوﻗﺎت ،ﻓﺈن دﻋﻢ ﻣﺼﺮف ﻟﺒﻨﺎن اﻟﺬي ﻻ ﻳﺰال
ﺣﺘﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻈﺔ ﻳﺆﻣﻦ دوﻻر اﺳﺘﻴﺮاد اﻟﻤﺤﺮوﻗﺎت ﺑﻨﺴﺒﺔ  90ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺌﺔ ﺳﻴﻜﻮن
ﻗﺎﺻﺮاً ﻋﻦ ﻟﺠﻢ اﻻﺳﻌﺎر .إذ إن اﻹرﺗﻔﺎع اﻟﺤﺘﻤﻲ ﻟﻸﺳﻌﺎر ﻋﺎﻟﻤﻴﺎً،

واﻧﻬﻴﺎر اﻟﻌﻤﻠﺔ اﻟﻮﻃﻨﻴﺔ ﻣﺤﻠﻴﺎً ،واﺳﺘﻤﺮار اﻟﻐﻤﻮض وﻋﺪم اﻟﻮﺿﻮح ﻓﻲ
ﻣﺎ ﺧﺺ ﺳﻴﺎﺳﺔ اﻟﺪﻋﻢ ﻋﻮاﻣﻞ ﺛﻼﺛﺔ ﺳﺘﺮﻓﻊ ،ﺑﺤﺴﺐ ﺑﺎرودي“ ،ﺳﻌﺮ ﺻﺮف
اﻟﺪوﻻر ﻣﻘﺎﺑﻞ اﻟﻠﻴﺮة ،وﺗﺆدي إﻟﻰ ﻣﺰﻳﺪ ﻣﻦ ارﺗﻔﺎع اﻻﺳﻌﺎر ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﺸﺘﻘﺎت اﻟﻨﻔﻄﻴﺔ وﻣﺨﺘﻠﻒ اﻟﺴﻠﻊ واﻟﺨﺪﻣﺎت” .وﻣﻦ ﻫﻨﺎ ﻻ ﻳﺴﺘﺒﻌﺪ أن
ﻳﺼﻞ ﺳﻌﺮ ﺻﻔﻴﺤﺔ اﻟﺒﻨﺰﻳﻦ إﻟﻰ  50أﻟﻒ ﻟﻴﺮة أو أﻛﺜﺮ ،ﻷن ﻋﻤﻠﻴﺔ ﺗﺴﻌﻴﺮ
اﻟﻤﺤﺮوﻗﺎت ﺗﺴﺘﻨﺪ إﻟﻰ ﻋﺪة ﻋﻮاﻣﻞ وﻣﻨﻬﺎ ﺳﻌﺮ اﻟﻨﻔﻂ اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻲ ،وﻃﻤﻊ
وإﺣﺘﻜﺎر اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻮردﻳﻦ ،وﺷﺒﻬﺎت اﻟﻔﺴﺎد ﻓﻲ وزارة اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ ،اﻟﺘﻲ ﻣﻦ
.اﻟﺼﻌﺐ ﺣﻠّﻬﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺪى اﻟﻤﻨﻈﻮر
اﻟﻔﻘﺮ ﺛﻢ اﻟﻔﻘﺮ
اﻟﻬﻢّ اﻟﻨﻔﻄﻲ ﻳﺄﺗﻲ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻮﻗﺖ اﻟﺬي ﺗﺘﻔﺎﻗﻢ ﻓﻴﻪ ﻣﻌﺎﻧﺎة اﻟﻠﺒﻨﺎﻧﻴﻴﻦ
ﻳﻮﻣﺎً ﺑﻌﺪ آﺧﺮ .ﻓﺎﻟﻤﺼﻴﺮ اﻟﻤﺠﻬﻮل ،وﺗﺮﻗﺐ اﻟﻤﺰﻳﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻹﻧﻬﻴﺎر
واﻟﺘﺪﻫﻮر ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘﺎدم ﻣﻦ اﻻﻳﺎم“ ،ﻳﻌﺰزﻫﻤﺎ ﻏﻴﺎب ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ ﺗﻜﻮن ﺑﺨﺪﻣﺔ
اﻟﺸﻌﺐ” ،ﻳﻘﻮل ﺑﺎرودي“ .واﻟﺒﺪء ﺑﺘﻨﻔﻴﺬ اﻟﺴﻴﺎﺳﺎت اﻹﺻﻼﺣﻴﺔ اﻟﻤﻄﻠﻮﺑﺔ،
ﻓﺎﻟﻤﻮاﻃﻨﻮن ﻳﻘﻮﻣﻮن ﺑﻮاﺟﺒﺎﺗﻬﻢ ﻛﺎﻣﻠﺔ ،ﺳﻮاء ﺑﺪﻓﻊ اﻟﻀﺮاﺋﺐ واﻟﺮﺳﻮم
أو اﻻﻟﺘﺰام ﺑﺎﻟﻘﻮاﻧﻴﻦ .ﻟﻜﻦ ﻣﻊ اﻻﺳﻒ ﻓﺎن اﻟﺪوﻟﺔ ﻻ ﺗﻘﻮم ﺑﻮاﺟﺒﺎﺗﻬﺎ
ﺗﺠﺎﻫﻬﻢ .ﻓﺎﻟﻤﻮﺿﻮع ﻻ ﻳﺘﻮﻗﻒ ﻓﻘﻂ ﻋﻨﺪ اﻟﺒﻨﺰﻳﻦ واﻟﻤﻴﺎه واﻟﻜﻬﺮﺑﺎء،
”.ﻓﻬﻨﺎك ﺷﻌﺐ ﺑﺄﻛﻤﻠﻪ ﻳﻔﺘﻘﺮ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺤﺼﻮل ﻋﻠﻰ أدﻧﻰ ﺣﻘﻮﻗﻪ
ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺤﺼﻠﺔ ﻓﺎن ﻟﺒﻨﺎن اﻟﻐﺎرق ﻓﻲ رﻣﺎل اﻟﺪوﻻر اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺮﻛﺔ وﻓﺴﺎد
اﻟﻄﺒﻘﺔ اﻟﺴﻴﺎﺳﻴﺔ ﻟﻦ ﻳﺘﺄﺛﺮ اﻳﺠﺎﺑﺎً ﻣﻦ ﺗﺮاﺟﻊ أﺳﻌﺎر اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﻋﺎﻟﻤﻴﺎً
ﻓﻲ اﻟﻔﺘﺮة اﻟﻘﺎدﻣﺔ .ﺣﻴﺚ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺘﻮﻗﻊ اﻻ ﻳﻨﺨﻔﺾ ﺳﻌﺮ ﺻﻔﻴﺤﺔ اﻟﺒﻨﺰﻳﻦ
ﻋﻦ  30أﻟﻒ ﻟﻴﺮة .وﻓﻲ ﺣﺎل ﺻﺪﻗﺖ اﻟﺘﻮﻗﻌﺎت ﺑﺎن ﻳﻜﻮن اﻧﺨﻔﺎض ﺳﻌﺮ
ﺑﺮﻣﻴﻞ اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﻫﻮ اﻟﻬﺪوء اﻟﺬي ﻳﺴﺒﻖ “ﻋﺎﺻﻔﺔ” اﻻرﺗﻔﺎع ﺑﻌﺪ ﻓﺘﺢ
اﻻﺳﻮاق ،ﻓﺎن ﺳﻌﺮ ﺟﻤﻴﻊ اﻟﻤﺸﺘﻘﺎت اﻟﻨﻔﻄﻴﺔ ﺳﻴﻘﻔﺰ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﻮق اﻟﺪاﺧﻠﻴﺔ
إﻟﻰ ﻣﻌﺪﻻت ﻗﻴﺎﺳﻴﺔ .ذﻟﻚ ﺑﺎﻟﻄﺒﻊ ﻣﻦ دون أن ﻳﻜﻮن ﻫﻨﺎك أي رﻓﻊ أو ﺣﺘﻰ
ﺗﺮﺷﻴﺪ ﻟﻠﺪﻋﻢ ،ﺣﻴﺚ إن أي ﺗﺨﻔﻴﺾ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺪﻋﻢ ﻣﻊ ارﺗﻔﺎع اﻟﺴﻌﺮ اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻲ
ﻟﻠﻨﻔﻂ ،ﺳﻴﻨﺘﺞ ﻋﻨﻪ ﺳﻌﺮ ،ﻟﻦ ﻳﻜﻮن ﺑﻤﺘﻨﺎول  95ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺌﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺸﻌﺐ
.اﻟﻠﺒﻨﺎﻧﻲ

ﺑــﺎﻟﺼﻮر واﻟﻮﺛــﺎﺋﻖ… اﻋﺘــﺪاء
إﺳﺮاﺋﻴﻠﻲ ﺟﺪﻳﺪ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺣﻘﻮﻗﻨﺎ

ﻓﻲ اﻟﻮﻗﺖ اﻟﺬي ﻻ ﺗﺰال ﻓﻴﻪ ﻣﻔﺎوﺿﺎت اﻟﻨﺎﻗﻮرة ﺑﺸﺄن ﺗﺮﺳﻴﻢ اﻟﺤﺪود
اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳﺔ ﺑﻴﻦ ﻟﺒﻨﺎن وإﺳﺮاﺋﻴﻞ ﻣﺘﻮﻗﻔﺔ،وﻓﻲ اﻟﻮﻗﺖ اﻟﺬي ﻳﺘﺮدد ﻟﺒﻨﺎن
ﻓﻲ اﺗﺨﺎذ ﻗﺮار ﺑﺘﻌﺪﻳﻞ ﺣﺪود ﻫﺬه اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ ﻟﺼﺎﻟﺤﻪ،أﻗﺪﻣﺖ إﺳﺮاﺋﻴﻞ ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻟﻤﺰﻳﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺨﻄﻮات اﻟﻌﻤﻠﻴﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﺴﻤﺢ ﻟﻬﺎ ﺑﺎﻹﺳﺘﻴﻼء ﻋﻠﻰ ﺣﻘﻮق
ﻟﺒﻨﺎن ﻓﻲ ﺛﺮوة اﻟﻨﻔﻂ واﻟﻐﺎز وﻻ ﺳﻴﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﺪﻋﻲ

إﺳﺮاﺋﻴﻞ أن ﻟﻬﺎ ﺣﻘﻮﻗﺎ ﻓﻴﻬﺎ وﻫﻲ ﺗﺸﻜﻞ اﻣﺘﺪادا ﻟﻠﺒﻠﻮﻛﺎت اﻟﺠﻨﻮﺑﻴﺔ
.اﻟﻠﺒﻨﺎﻧﻴﺔ وﻻ ﺳﻴﻤﺎ اﻟﺒﻠﻮﻛﻴﻦ  ٨و٩
 technipFMCﻓﻔﻲ رﺳﺎﻟﺔ ﻣﺆرﺧﺔ ﻓﻲ  ٢٣ﻣﻦ اﻟﺸﻬﺮ اﻟﺠﺎري أﺷﺎرت ﺷﺮﻛﺔ
اﻟﻴﻮﻧﺎﻧﻴﺔ ﺑﺄﻋﻤﺎل ﺑﻨﺎء  energeanاﻟﻔﺮﻧﺴﻴﺔ إﻟﻰ أﻧﻬﺎ ﻣﻜﻠﻔﺔ ﻣﻦ ﺷﺮﻛﺔ
ـﻮل
ـﻖ اﻟﺤﻘـ
ـﺮاﺋﻴﻠﻲ اﻟﻤﻼﺻـ
ـﺎرﻳﺶ اﻹﺳـ
ـﻞ ﻛـ
ـﻲ ﺣﻘـ
ـﺔ ﻓـ
ـﺔ اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳـ
اﻟﻤﻨﺼـ
اﻟﻠﺒﻨﺎﻧﻴﺔ،وﻫﻮ ﺣﻘﻞ ﻟﻮ ﻋﺪل ﻟﺒﻨﺎن ﺣﺪود ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺘﻪ اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳﺔ وﻟﻮ اﺳﺘﻤﺮت
اﻟﻤﻔﺎوﺿﺎت ﻓﺈن ﻣﺴﺎﺣﺔ ﻛﺒﻴﺮة ﻣﻨﻪ ﺳﺘﻜﻮن ﻣﻦ ﺣﻖ ﻟﺒﻨﺎن،وﺑﺎﻟﺘﺎﻟﻲ ﻓﺈن
ﻫﻮ ﻣﺤﺎوﻟﺔ ﻟﺘﻜﺮﻳﺲ  energeanﻣﺎ أﻗﺪﻣﺖ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ إﺳﺮاﺋﻴﻞ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل ﺷﺮﻛﺔ
أﻣﺮ واﻗﻊ ﻳﺼﻌﺐ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻟﺒﻨﺎن ﺗﺨﻄﻴﻬﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺮﺣﻠﺔ ﻻﺣﻘﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻔﺎوﺿﺎت ﻏﻴﺮ
اﻟﻤﺒﺎﺷﺮة إذا ﻟﻢ ﻳﺴﺎرع ﻟﺘﻌﺪﻳﻞ ﻣﺮﺳﻮم ﺣﺪود اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻹﻗﺘﺼﺎدﻳﺔ
.اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳﺔ اﻟﺨﺎﻟﺼﺔ
رودي ﺑﺎرودي
وﻓﻲ ﻫﺬا اﻹﻃﺎر ﻗﺎل اﻟﺨﺒﻴﺮ ﻓﻲ ﺷﺆون اﻟﻨﻔﻂ واﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ
اﻟﻴﻮﻧﺎﻧﻴﺔ ﻟﻠﻨﻔﻂ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻌﻤﻞ ﻓﻲ  energeanإﻧﻪ “ﺑﻌﺪﻣﺎ اﻋﻠﻨﺖ ﺷﺮﻛﺔ
ﺣﻘﻞ ﻛﺎرﻳﺶ اﻟﻮاﻗﻊ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺤﺪود اﻟﺠﻨﻮﺑﻴﺔ ،أﻧﻬﺎ ﻟﺰﻣﺖ اﻋﻤﺎل ﺑﻨﺎء
اﻻوﻓﺸﻮر ﺑﻼﺗﻔﻮرم وﻣﺪ اﻻﻧﺎﺑﻴﺐ وﻣﻀﺨﺎت اﺳﺘﺨﺮاج اﻟﻨﻔﻂ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﻘﻞ
اﻟﻔﺮﻧﺴﻴﺔ ،ﻧﺤﺬر ﻣﻦ اﻟﺘﻤﺎدي ﻓﻲ ﺧﺮق  technipFMCاﻟﻤﺬﻛﻮر اﻟﻰ ﺷﺮﻛﺔ
اﻟﻤﻌﺎﻫﺪات اﻟﺪوﻟﻴﺔ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ اﻟﺸﺮﻛﺔ اﻟﻴﻮﻧﺎﻧﻴﺔ ﻣﺎ ﻳﻌﺪ ﺗﻌﺪﻳﺎ واﺿﺤﺎ
ﻋﻠـﻰ اﻟﻤﻨـﺎﻃﻖ اﻟﺤﺪودﻳـﺔ اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳـﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﻨـﺎزع ﻋﻠﻴﻬـﺎ ﺑﻴـﻦ ﻟﺒﻨـﺎن
.وإﺳﺮاﺋﻴﻞ
وﻃﺎﻟﺐ ﺑﺎرودي اﻟﺪوﻟﺔ اﻟﻠﺒﻨﺎﻧﻴﺔ ﺑﺎرﺳﺎل ﻛﺘﺎب اﻧﺬار ﺑﻬﺬا اﻟﺨﺼﻮص
اﻟﻰ اﻟﺸﺮﻛﺔ اﻟﻤﻌﻨﻴﺔ ﻟﻠﺘﻮﻗﻒ ﻋﻦ ﺧﺮق اﻟﻤﻮاﺛﻴﻖ اﻟﺪوﻟﻴﺔ واﻟﺘﻮﻗﻒ ﻋﻦ
اﻟﻘﻴﺎم ﺑﺎﻋﻤﺎل داﺧﻞ اﻟﻤﻨﺎﻃﻖ اﻟﻤﺘﻨﺎزع ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ان ﻳﻜﻮن ﻫﺬا
اﻟﻜﺘﺎب ﺑﻤﺜﺎﺑﺔ رﺑﻂ ﻧﺰاع ﻣﻊ اﻟﺸﺮﻛﺔ ﻟﻠﺘﻘﺪم ﺑﺸﻜﻮى اﻣﺎم اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻛﻢ
اﻟﺪوﻟﻴﺔ اﻟﻤﺨﺘﺼﺔ ﻟﻤﻨﻌﻬﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻌﻤﻞ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻟﻤﺬﻛﻮرة وﺗﻐﺮﻳﻤﻬﺎ
ﻓﻲ ﺣﺎل ﻋﺪم ﺗﻮﻗﻒ اﻻﻋﻤﺎل اﻟﻤﺨﺎﻟﻔﺔ ﻻﺑﺴﻂ اﻟﻘﻮاﻋﺪ اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﻴﺔ
.اﻟﺪوﻟﻴﺔ

Qatar, Iran to drive Middle
East
gas
production
to
1,150bcm by 2050: GECF
Driven by Qatar and Iran, the Middle East gas production is
expected to rise to 1,150bcm by 2050, Gas Exporting Countries
Forum said Wednesday.
The two main contributors to natural gas production in the
region are Iran and Qatar, with 50% and 30% respectively of
total growth, GECF said while launching its Global Gas Outlook
2050’s fifth edition.
Europe, on the other hand, has been seeing declining gas
production in the last ten years. This downward trend is
expected to continue over the Outlook period with production
falling from over 200bcm in 2019 to around 70bcm in 2050.
Cyprus is the only European country to see a growth in
production by over 10 bcm over the forecast period, it said.
In Asia-Pacific, only China, Australia and India are expected
to significantly expand production. China is expected to
account for more than 85% of the growth of gas production in
the region, particularly on account of its potential to
produce gas from unconventional resources. Total Chinese gas

production is expected to reach 370bcm by 2050, of which 72%
will be unconventional gas.
Total Asia-Pacific production growth to 2050 is forecast to be
224bcm, of which only net growth of 20bcm is outside China.
Australia is expected to grow production by 50bcm to reach
almost 200bcm by 2050.
In North America, all three countries in the region (the US,
Canada and Mexico) are expected to increase their production,
with much of the growth being driven by new LNG export
projects and new pipeline infrastructure.
Total production is expected to grow by 560bcm to reach
1,670bcm by 2050. Gas production in Eurasia is expected to
increase by almost 40%, amounting to just under 1,300bcm by
2050.
Russia and Turkmenistan will source more than 78% and 17% of
this expansion, respectively.
The impact of Covid-19 in 2020 is estimated to have led to
around a 7% reduction in global energy-related CO2 emissions.
This decline will be short-lived with a rebound in 2021 and
2022 as energy demand recovers.
In the reference case scenario (RCS), emissions grow
moderately until 2030 before stabilising and plateauing at
around 33.7GtCO2 over the 2030-2050 period.
Natural gas will contribute the least to emissions by 2050
(32%), despite its higher role in the hydrocarbons mix (39%),
while coal will still account for a high share (33%) although
its contribution to the hydrocarbons mix is much lower (23%).
Further penetration of natural gas will lead to a greater
potential for carbon mitigation.
The GECF has developed a Carbon Mitigation Scenario (CMS),
assessing the future role of natural gas in reducing
emissions. The CMS outlines the potential to mitigate
emissions by 6.8GtCO2 in 2050 with an increasing penetration
of gas and renewables.
These two fuels are set to increase their shares to 14% and
30%, respectively, by 2050, from 10% and 28% in the RCS.
Although natural gas will play a role in reducing long-term
emissions, with larger dissemination of proven and wellestablished technologies, there is a need to consider further
decarbonization potential, including through blue hydrogen and
CCUS options.

30-year total investment in
gas to reach $10tn by 2050:
GECF
Global natural gas production is forecast to grow by around
1,900bcm to reach more than 5,900bcm by 2050, Dohabased GECF
said yesterday. Total investment in gas (including upstream
and midstream activities) between 2020 and 2050 will reach a
cumulative $10tn, the Gas Exporting Countries Forum said,
unveiling its 2020 edition of the ‘Global Gas Outlook 2050’
yesterday. The GECF said in Asia-Pacifi c, only China,
Australia and India are expected to signifi cantly expand
production.
Total Asia-Pacifi c production growth to 2050 is forecast to
be 224 bcm, it said. In North America, all three countries
(the US, Canada and Mexico) are expected to increase their
production. Total production is expected to grow by 560bcm to

reach 1,670bcm by 2050. Gas production in Eurasia is expected
to increase by almost 40%, amounting to just under 1,300bcm by
2050. According to the GECF, the Middle East gas production is
expected to rise to 1,150bcm by 2050.
Europe’s downward trend is expected to continue with
production falling from over 200bcm in 2019 to around 70bcm in
2050. Africa will grow from 250bcm (6.4% of global production)
in 2019 to around 600bcm (just over 10% of global supply) by
2050. Natural gas production in Latin America is expected to
increase by over 110bcm to reach 280bcm by 2050. The ‘Global
Gas Outlook 2050’ revealed that energy transition is underway
and natural gas together with renewables will gain in
importance and will be the major contributors to incremental
growth in global energy demand, together accounting for more
than 90% of the additional 3,520mn tonnes oil equivalent
(Mtoe) through to 2050.
The Forum said natural gas and renewables will make up 60% of
the electricity supply, changing the global power generation
mix by 2050. Natural gas, it said, will overtake coal in 2025
and become the largest global primary energy source by 2047,
with oil plateauing around 2040 and then beginning its
irreversible decline. According to the GECF, renewables’ share
in the global energy mix will rise from 2% in 2019 to 10% in
2050.
Natural gas demand will rise by 50%, reaching 5,920bcm in
2050, and will expand specifi – cally across the Asia Pacifi
c, North America and Middle Eastern markets, which together
will provide more than 75% of additional gas volumes through
to 2050. The Asia Pacifi c region, given its enormous
potential, will become the largest gas consumer, doubling its
consumption to 1,660bcm by 2050. The share of traded LNG will
increase to approximately 48% of all traded gas in 2030 and
56% in 2050, respectively, the GECF said. LNG regasifi cation
from existing, under construction, potential, proposed,
stalled and speculative projects is expected to be around

1,398mtpy.
It is projected that over the outlook period, 1,990bcm out of
around 5,920bcm global natural gas demand will be imported,
including 1,105bcm from the GECF member countries. In his
overview of the latest fi ndings of the Outlook 2050, GECF
secretary general Yury Sentyurin highlighted the vital role
natural gas will play in the global energy mix by raising its
share from currently 23% to 28% by 2050, thanks to its
remarkable features of abundance, fl exibility, aff
ordability, and environmental effi ciency. Sentyurin said,
“The complexity of factors and the multiplicity of
stakeholders within the energy sector results in myriad
shifting strategies that are shaping the new architecture of
the future.
Nevertheless, the mid- and longterm fundamental factors that
favour natural gas remain unchanged. This plentiful, adaptable
and, crucially, clean source of energy will expand across Asia
Pacifi c, North American and Middle Eastern markets.” The GECF
Global Gas Outlook 2050 was launched at an online event
attended by energy ministers and senior representatives from
the Forum’s member countries together with a bevy of
dignitaries and gas industry stakeholders yesterday. Its
detailed quantitative assessments account for national energy
strategies, environmental and climate policies, and
investments and business decisions. The forecast remains the
fl agship publication of the association of 19 member
countries, which together represent 70% of the world’s proven
gas reserves, 44% of its marketed production, 52% of pipeline,
and 51% of LNG exports in the world.

Saudis, Russia Differ Again
on Oil Strategy Before OPEC+
Meeting
Saudi Arabia and Russia are once again heading into an OPEC+
meeting on opposite sides of a crucial debate about the oil
market.
Riyadh is publicly urging fellow members to be “extremely
cautious,” despite prices rebounding to a one-year high. In
private, the kingdom has signaled it would prefer that the
group broadly holds output steady, delegates said. Moscow, on
the other hand, is indicating that it still wants to proceed
with a supply increase.
The positions mirror those taken at recent meetings, but this
time the Saudis have a new bargaining chip — 1 million barrels
a day of voluntary cuts. The kingdom pledged to make these
extra curbs only in February and March, but some see signs
that could change as the negotiations get underway.
“The key question for me is how they return the Saudi
barrels,” said Bill Farren-Price, a director at research firm
Enverus and veteran observer of the cartel. The kingdom could
potentially use them as “leverage for getting a deal,” he
said.

Bargaining Chip
Ten months after slashing crude production when Covid-19
crushed global demand, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries and its allies are still withholding 7 million
barrels a day from the market, about 7% of global supply.
It’s been a sacrifice, with members such as Iraq and Nigeria
struggling economically as exports dropped. But it has yielded

results, reviving prices to above $65 a barrel in London and
shoring up producers’ battered revenues.
By most estimates, the cuts have meant oil demand exceeded
production this year by a wide margin. The supply gap grew
even wider last week as freezing weather in Texas caused a
slump in U.S. output.
When OPEC+ gathers on March 4, it will discuss whether to
provide more crude to the market in April. There will be two
crucial decisions.
First, the group as a whole must choose whether to restore as
much as 500,000 barrels a day, the next step in a gradual
revival of production that was agreed on in December, but
paused at the January meeting.
Second, Saudi Arabia must determine the fate of the extra 1
million barrels a day of extra voluntary cuts it is making
this month and next to help clear surplus inventories even
more quickly.
The kingdom initially announced this reduction would
be reversed in April, but their latest thinking is fluid and
the next move hasn’t been finalized, delegates said. Offering
to maintain some part of this voluntary cut in April could
give Riyadh a useful bargaining chip if it’s seeking to limit
the group’s overall output increase.
“Some easing in production restraint is likely at the March
meeting,” said Bob McNally, president of consultant Rapidan
Energy Group and a former White House official. “The real
bargaining has yet to start and no decision has been prebaked.”

Looming Debate
Having differed over the pace of supply increases at the last
two ministerial meetings, public comments from Riyadh and

Moscow indicate that another debate looms.
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak said on Feb. 14
that “the market is balanced.” While he hasn’t publicly
expressed a policy preference for the March 4 discussions,
Novak argued at the last two OPEC+ meetings for production
increases.
Novak’s Saudi counterpart also appears to be sticking to a
familiar position.
Acknowledging his stance might be unpopular, Saudi Energy
Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman warned his fellow
producers against complacency. The group must recall the
“scars” of last year’s crisis and be “extremely cautious” in
its next move, he said.
“The football match is still being played, and it’s too early
to declare any victory against the virus,” the prince said.
“The referee is yet to blow the final whistle.”

Saudi Gift
Both arguments have merit.
This year’s 20% rally in crude prices has been sharp enough
for major consumers such as India to complain about the
squeeze, and for Wall Street banks and trading houses to
predict further gains.
Global inventories are falling “very fast” and are set to
diminish sharply later this year, according to
the International Energy Agency. Demand for petroleum products
that cater to societies working and consuming at home is
booming.
After freezing storms in Texas shuttered as much as 40% of
U.S. crude production in the past week, the clamor for
barrels from refiners in some regions has grown stronger.

There’s also the risk for OPEC+ that, once the weather-related
disruption in the shale heartlands abates, high prices would
provoke a new flood of supply.
But at the same time, inventories remain significantly above
average levels and the IEA forecasts they could pile up again
next quarter. The supply disruption from the U.S. freeze won’t
last long enough to cause a shortage, according to OPEC+
delegates, who asked not to be identified because the
information isn’t public.
Even after the rally, prices are still below the levels most
OPEC members need to cover government spending, giving Riyadh
extra leverage.
“The elephant in the room is Saudi Arabia’s gift of 1 million
barrels a day in extra cuts,” said Bjornar Tonhuagen, an
analyst at consultants Rystad Energy AS. “If the gift is
snatched back, prices cannot do else but decline.”

Restarting Texas’s Frozen
Energy Heartland Will Be a
Climate Mess
Like

a

cold-blooded

animal—a

lizard

or

a

snake—the

petrochemical hub that is the state of Texas went dormant
during the deep freeze. Eventually, it’ll wake up again, and
when it does the damage will be worse than if it never went to
sleep.
Filings submitted in recent days to the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, or TCEQ, already show significant
emissions related to stopping and restarting fossil fuel
infrastructure. It’s an indication of what’s to come in a
state that’s home to a quarter of U.S. natural gas production
as well as half the oil production.
An Exxon Mobil Corp. ethylene plant in Baytown, one of the
world’s biggest, reported the release of nearly a ton of the
carcinogen benzene and 34 tons of carbon monoxide, which
contributes to air pollution. Shutting off Valero Energy
Corp.’s Port Arthur Refinery resulted in the release of more
than 2 tons of sulfur dioxide, another pollutant. Events
at two facilities belonging to Pioneer Natural Resources Co.
led to the escape of more than 12 tons of natural gas;
methane, main component of natural gas, has many times the
global warming potential of carbon dioxide.
“This is an environmental disaster on top of a public safety
and human health disaster,” said Luke Metzger, executive
director of Environment Texas, an advocacy group.
Refineries must flare off or otherwise release trapped pockets
of gas when starting up or shutting down. While weather-based
shutdowns are often unavoidable and done in the interest of
safety, they can result in emissions that go far above

allowable levels. “These events are not exempt from pollution
laws,” Metzger said. “It’s likely the events at these
facilities could have been avoided.”
Exxon spokesman Todd Spitler emphasized that the shutdowns
were due to the freezing weather and curtailment of natural
gas supplies. “Any units that remain in operation are
dedicated to exporting electricity back into the grid,” he
said. Representatives from Valero didn’t respond to a request
for comment; a spokesperson for Pioneer declined to comment.
This is the second time in less than six months the Texas oil
industry has dealt with mass shutdowns due to extreme weather.
The 12 hours after Hurricane Laura hit Port Arthur in August
saw the release of more than 2,000 tons of emissions.
“I expect the oil industry is going to have numerous problems
restarting, similar to what they encounter after a hurricane,
such as damaged cooling towers and other equipment,” said Andy
Lipow, president of Lipow Oil Associates in Houston. “The
industry also has to be wary of water freezing and cracking
pipes, which could release hydrocarbons into the atmosphere
and cause an explosion and fires.”
As of Monday, at least seven Texas refineries were attempting
to restart; all of them sustained some weather-related damage,
and some still lacked sufficient power to begin the process.
More challenges will likely emerge in the coming days, and it
may take a few weeks for operations to return to normal.
The heightened risk of explosions are a grim reminder of what
followed the onslaught of Hurricane Harvey in 2017. Floods at
an Arkema SA chemical plant about 25 miles east of Houston
knocked the refrigeration system offline, which imperiled the
facility’s store of heat-sensitive organic peroxides. People
living within 1.5 miles of the facility evacuated a day before
trailers holding the chemicals “spontaneously combusted,”
according to a Chemical Safety Board investigation. Arkema did

not respond to questions.
The full scope of pollution from restarting petrochemical
facilities following the freeze won’t be clear until next
month. Companies must file final reports within two weeks, and
TCEQ evaluates the disclosures against its rules governing
emissions.
TCEQ is responsible for both the state’s air and water, the
latter of which is also a concern for leadership. “We’ll
examine what worked, what didn’t work so well, and what we can
do to make things better next time—or, better yet, prevent it
from happening again,” said Toby Baker, the agency’s executive
director.
Environmentalists fault the state’s political leadership and
oversight agencies with extending the industry too much
leeway, potentially endangering people and property as a
result. They’re also concerned that this week’s failures won’t
be properly investigated to document their causes.
The state regulatory agencies’ approach “means we aren’t going
to find out because they’re aren’t going to look,” said Sharon
Wilson, Texas organizer for Earthworks, an environmental
nonprofit. “We have no reason to believe that they’re going to
try to find the pollution fallout from this extreme weather.”
— With assistance by Kevin Crowley

Biden Presidency and East-Med
Gas

Biden Presidency Offers ‘New
Opportunities’ to Unlock East
Med Gas
ATHENS, Greece: The post-COVID world will still need natural
gas from the Eastern Mediterranean, and America’s new
president may have just the right credentials to overcome
diplomatic obstacles, a veteran of the regional energy scene
told a conference in Athens on
Wednesday.
Roudi Baroudi, CEO of Energy and Environment Holding, an
independent consultancy based in Qatar, told the first day of
the Athens Energy Dialogues that Biden had several qualities
that might enable him to break up the logjam.
“Biden in the past has demonstrated considerable understanding
of issues affecting the Eastern Med, as well as a perspective
that emphasizes legal and diplomatic solutions,” Baroudi said
in remarks delivered by video link.
In addition, he told an audience including key energy,
finance, and government figures, the new president “has
already articulated a determination to reassert some of
Washington’s key prerogatives on the international stage.
These include its traditional stabilizing role in the
Mediterranean, as well as its championing of NATO, which
happens to include both Greece and Turkey, after four years of
Donald Trump undermining the alliance at every opportunity.”
Recent discoveries of offshore oil and gas have brought longsimmering Greco-Turkish tensions back to the front burner,
with Ankara becoming much more assertive about its maritime
claims, especially where these overlap with those of Greece
and Cyprus.
Baroudi, who for years has championed cooperation in energy as

a way of defusing tensions among several East Med countries,
has recently written a book about how to settle competing
claims in the region. Specifically, ‘Maritime Disputes in the
Eastern Mediterranean:
The Way Forward’ examines the tools and templates laid down in
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
UNCLOS, he told the audience, “provides all the tools and
procedural bases for the peaceful resolution” of rival claims.
“Biden’s resurrection of a more conventional US foreign policy
means new opportunities for Greece, Turkey, and other
countries in the region to chart out a more cooperative and
more productive future,” Baroudi added. “The prizes in this
endeavor include not just a reduction of
tensions and the facilitation of billions of dollars worth of
energy sales and savings, but also a crucial component of the
region’s transition to a lower-carbon future.”
With more than 40 years of experience in the energy industry,
Baroudi has helped shape policy and investment choices for
companies, governments, investors, and supranational
organizations like the UN and the European Union. The latter,
he explained to reporters after his
talk, also has a “key part in keeping the tensions down”.

La présidence de Biden offre
de « nouvelles opportunités »
pour débloquer le gaz de la
Méditerranée de l’Est
Athènes, Grèce : Le monde post-Covid aura toujours besoin de
gaz naturel de la Méditerranée de l’Est et le nouveau

président de l’Amérique pourrait avoir les bonnes références
pour surmonter les obstacles diplomatiques, c’est ce qu’un
vétéran de la scène énergétique régionale a déclaré mercredi
lors d’une conférence à Athènes.
Roudi BAROUDI, PDG d’Energy and Environment Holding, un
cabinet de conseil indépendant basé au Qatar, a déclaré, le
premier jour des Dialogues d’Athènes sur l’énergie, que Biden
avait plusieurs qualités qui pourraient lui permettre de
briser l’impasse.
Baroudi a déclaré dans les remarques transmises par un lien
vidéo que « dans le passé, Biden a démontré une compréhension
considérable des problèmes affectant la Méditerranée de l’Est
ainsi qu’une perspective qui met en faveur des solutions
juridiques et diplomatiques ».
En

outre,

il

a

déclaré

à

un

public

comprenant

des

personnalités clés de l’énergie, des finances et du
gouvernement que le nouveau président « a déjà exprimé sa
détermination à réaffirmer certaines des prérogatives clés de
Washington sur la scène internationale. Il s’agit notamment de
son rôle stabilisateur traditionnel en Méditerranée, ainsi que
sa défense du NATO, qui se trouve inclure à la fois la Grèce
et la Turquie, après quatre ans où Donald Trump a sapé
l’alliance à chaque occasion ».
Les récentes découvertes du pétrole et du gaz offshore ont
ramené les tensions gréco-turques mijotant depuis longtemps au
premier plan, Ankara devenant beaucoup plus affirmée quant à
ses revendications maritimes, en particulier lorsque celles-ci
se chevauchent avec celles de la Grèce et de Chypre.
BAROUDI, qui pendant des années a défendu la coopération dans
le domaine de l’énergie comme un moyen d’apaiser les tensions
entre plusieurs pays de la Méditerranée de l’est, a récemment
écrit un livre sur la façon de régler les revendications
concurrentes dans la région. Plus précisément, les «

différends maritimes en Méditerranée de l’Est: la voie à
suivre examine les outils et modèles définis dans la
Convention des Nations Unies sur le Droit de la Mer (UNCLOS).
Il a déclaré à l’auditoire que l’UNCLOS « fournit tous les
outils et bases procédurales pour la résolution pacifique »
des revendications rivales.
BAROUDI ajouta : « La résurrection par Biden d’une politique
étrangère américaine plus conventionnelle signifie de
nouvelles opportunités pour la Grèce, la Turquie et d’autres
pays de la région pour tracer un avenir plus coopératif et
plus productif ». « Les prix dans cette tentative comprennent
non seulement une réduction des tensions et une facilitation
de milliards de dollars de ventes et d’économies d’énergie,
mais aussi un élément crucial de la transition de la région
vers un avenir à plus faibles émissions de carbone ».

Ομιλία κ. Roudi Baroudi,
Athens Energy Forum 2021
H προεδρία Μπάιντεν προσφέρει «νέες ευκαιρίες» να ξεκλειδώσει
το φυσικό αέριο στην Ανατολική Μεσόγειο.
Aθήνα, Ελλάδα : «Ο κόσμος στην μετά Covid εποχή θα εξακολουθεί
να χρειάζεται φυσικό αέριο από την Ανατολική Μεσόγειο και ο
νέος πρόεδρος των ΗΠΑ ίσως να έχει τα κατάλληλα διαπιστευτήρια
ώστε να προσπεράσει τα διπλωματικά εμπόδια» ένας βετεράνος της
περιφερειακής ενεργειακής σκηνής δήλωσε σε συνέδριο στην Αθήνα
την Τετάρτη.
Ο Ρούντι Μπαρούντι, Διευθύνων Σύμβουλος της Energy and
Environment Holding, μια ανεξάρτητης συμβουλευτικής εταιρείας
με έδρα το Κατάρ δήλωσε την πρώτη μέρα του συνεδρίου Athens
Energy Dialogues, ότι ο Μπαιντεν έχει πολλές ικανότητες που θα

μπορούσαν να του επιτρέψουν να λύσει τον γόρδιο δεσμό.
«Ο Μπαιντεν στο παρελθόν έχει επιδείξει αξιοπρόσεκτη κατανόηση
σε θέματα που αφορούν την Ανατολική Μεσόγειο , καθώς επίσης σε
μια προοπτική που δίνει έμφαση σε νομικές και διπλωματικές
λύσεις» τόνισε ο κ. Μπαρούντι στην διαδικτυακή τοποθέτησή του.
Επιπλέον, υπογράμμισε, σε ένα κοινό που αποτελούνταν από
εκπροσώπους της κυβέρνησης, του ενεργειακού και του
επιχειρηματικού τομέα, ο νέος πρόεδρος έχει ήδη διατυπώσει την
αποφασιστικότητα να επαναβεβαιώσει ορισμένα από τα βασικά
προνόμια της Ουάσιγνκτον στη διεθνή σκηνή. Σε αυτά
περιλαμβάνεται ο παραδοσιακός σταθεροποιητικός της ρόλος στη
Μεσόγειο καθώς επίσης και η υπεράσπιση του ΝΑΤΟ , μέλη του
οποίου η Ελλάδα και η Τουρκία και ενώ τα τελευταία τέσσερα
χρόνια η διακυβέρνηση του Ντόλαντ Τραμπ υπονόμευσε τη συμμαχία
με κάθε ευκαιρία.
Πρόσφατες ανακαλύψεις off shore πετρελαίου και φυσικού αερίου
έφεραν τις ανοιχτές επι δεκαετίες ελληνοτουρκικές εντάσεις
πάλι στο προσκήνιο, με την Αγκυρα να γίνεται περισσότερο
αποφασιστική στους ισχυρισμούς της επι των θαλασσίων ζωνών
ιδιαίτερα σε αυτές που έχει αντιπαράθεση
την Κύπρο.

με την Ελλάδα και

Ο κ. Μπαρούντι ο οποίος επι χρόνια έχει πρωταγωνιστήσει στη
συνεργασία επί των θεμάτων ενέργειας, , έγραψε πρόσφατα ένα
βιβλίο
για τους συμβιβασμούς που απαιτούνται μεταξύ των
ανταγωνιστικών ισχυρισμών στην περιοχή ως ένας τρόπος να
οδηγήσει στην αποκλιμάκωση της έντασης μεταξύ των χωρών της
Ανατολικής Μεσογείου. Συγκεκριμένα στο βιβλίο του με τίτλο
«Διαφορές επι των θαλάσσιων θεμάτων στην Ανατολική Μεσόγειο: Ο
τρόπος να πάμε μπροστά» εξετάζει τα εργαλεία και οι ευκαιρίες
που απορρέουν από τη Σύμβαση για το Δίκαιο της θάλασσας των
Ηνωμένων Εθνών ( UNCLOS)
H σύμβαση, είπε στο ακροατήριο, παρέχει όλα τα εργαλεία και
τις διαδικαστικές βάσεις για την ειρηνική επίλυση των

αντιμαχόμενων ισχυρισμών.
Η ενεργοποίηση του Μπαιντεν σε μια πιο συμβατική εξωτερική
πολιτική των ΗΠΑ σημαίνει νέες ευκαιρίες για την Ελλάδα, την
Τουρκία και άλλες χώρες της περιοχής να σχεδιάσουν ένα πιο
συνεργάσιμο και παραγωγικό μέλλον, πρόσθεσε ο κ. Μπαρούντι.
Τα κέρδη σε αυτή την προσπάθεια περιλαμβάνουν όχι μόνο τη
μείωση των εντάσεων και τη διευκόλυνση των πωλήσεων ενέργειας
αξίας δισεκατομμυρίων δολαρίων αλλά θα αποτελέσει ένα
σημαντικό παράγοντα στη μεταβίβαση της περιοχής σε ένα μέλλον
με χαμηλότερες εκπομπές διοξειδίου του άνθρακα.
Με περισσότερα από 40 χρόνια εμπειρίας στη βιομηχανία της
ενέργειας, ο κ. Μπαρούντι έχει βοηθήσει στη διαμόρφωση
πολιτικών και επενδυτικών επιλογών για εταιρείες, κυβερνήσεις,
επενδυτές και διεθνείς οργανισμούς όπως ο ΟΗΕ και η Ευρωπαική
Ενωση. Η τελευταία, όπως εξήγησε στους δημοσιογράφους μετά την
ομιλία του, παιζει ένα σημαντικό ρόλο στο να κρατά τις
εντάσεις χαμηλά.

ﻟﻘﺎء ﺟﺪﻳﺪ ﻟﻤﺆﺗﻤﺮ ﺣﻮارات أﺛﻴﻨﺎ
ﻗـﺪ ﺗﻜـﻮن ﻟـﺪى:ﻟﻠﻄﺎﻗـﺔ… ﺑﺎرودي
ﺑﺎﻳﺪن اﻟﻮﺳﺎﺋﻞ اﻟﻤﻨﺎﺳﺒﺔ ﻟﻠﺘﻐﻠﺐ
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺸﺎﻛﻞ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ
اﻧﻌﻘﺪ اﻓﺘﺮاﺿﻴﺎ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ ﺣﻮارات أﺛﻴﻨﺎ ﻟﻠﻄﺎﻗﺔ ﻳﻮم اﻷرﺑﻌﺎء ﺑﻤﺸﺎرﻛﺔ
ﻣﻤﺜﻠﻴﻦ ﻋﻦ دول ﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﻮض اﻟﺸﺮﻗﻲ ﻟﻠﺒﺤﺮ اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ وﻻ ﺳﻴﻤﺎ اﻟﻴﻮﻧﺎن
إﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﻟﻰ ﻣﻤﺜﻠﻴﻦ ﻋﻦ اﻹﺗﺤﺎد اﻷوروﺑﻲ واﻟﻨﺎﺗﻮ،وﻗﺒﺮص وﺗﺮﻛﻴﺎ وﻣﺼﺮ
وﺷﺨﺼﻴﺎت أﻣﻴﺮﻛﻴﺔ ﺗﺘﻮﻟﻰ وﺗﻮﻟﺖ ﻣﻨﺎﺻﺐ ﻓﻲ اﻹدارة اﻷﻣﻴﺮﻛﻴﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻋﻼﻗﺔ
وﻋﺪد ﻣﻦ اﻟﺪﺑﻠﻮﻣﺎﺳﻴﻴﻦ وﻣﻦ ﺑﻴﻨﻬﻢ اﻟﺴﻔﻴﺮ اﻷﻣﻴﺮﻛﻲ ﻓﻲ،ﺑﺎﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ
إﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﻟﻰ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺨﺒﺮاء واﻟﻤﻬﺘﻤﻴﻦ ﺑﺸﺆون اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ ﻓﻲ،أﺛﻴﻨﺎ
.اﻟﺤﻮض اﻟﺸﺮﻗﻲ ﻟﻠﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ وﻓﻲ ﻣﻘﺪﻣﻬﻢ اﻟﺨﺒﻴﺮ اﻟﻨﻔﻄﻲ رودي ﺑﺎرودي

ﺑﺎرودي أﻟﻘﻰ ﻣﺪاﺧﻠﺔ ﺣﻤﻠﺖ ﻋﻨﻮان “رﺋﺎﺳﺔ ﺑﺎﻳﺪن ﺗﻌﻄﻲ ﻓﺮﺻﺎ ﺟﺪﻳﺪة ﻟﺤﻞ
ﻣﺸﺎﻛﻞ اﻟﺸﺮق اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ”،وﻗﺎل ﺑﺎرودي ﻓﻲ ﻣﺪاﺧﻠﺘﻪ إن اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ ﺳﻴﺤﺘﺎج
ﺑﻌﺪ ﺟﺎﺋﺤﺔ ﻛﻮروﻧﺎ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻐﺎز اﻟﻄﺒﻴﻌﻲ ﻣﻦ ﺷﺮق اﻟﺒﺤﺮ اﻷﺑﻴﺾ اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ،
وﻗﺪ ﻳﻜﻮن ﻟﺪى رﺋﻴﺲ اﻟﻮﻻﻳﺎت اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة اﻻﻣﻴﺮﻛﻴﺔ اﻟﺠﺪﻳﺪ اﻟﻮﺳﺎﺋﻞ
اﻟﻤﻨﺎﺳﺒﺔ ﻟﻠﺘﻐﻠﺐ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻌﻘﺒﺎت اﻟﺪﺑﻠﻮﻣﺎﺳﻴﺔ اﻟﺤﺎﺿﺮة ﻟﺤﻞ اﻟﻨﺰاﻋﺎت
اﻟﻤﺘﻌﻠﻘﺔ ﺑﺜﺮوات اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ وﺗﺮﺳﻴﺦ ﺣﺪودﻫﺎ اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳﺔ.
رودي ﺑﺎرودي وﻫﻮ أﻳﻀﺎ اﻟﺮﺋﻴﺲ اﻟﺘﻨﻔﻴﺬي ﻟﺸﺮﻛﺔ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ واﻟﺒﻴﺌﺔ
اﻟﻘﺎﺑﻀﺔ،وﻫﻲ ﺷﺮﻛﺔ اﺳﺘﺸﺎرﻳﺔ ﻣﺴﺘﻘﻠﺔ ﻣﻘﺮﻫﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻗﻄﺮ،وﻗﺎل ﻓﻲ ﻣﺪاﺧﻠﺘﻪ
اﻟﺘﻲ اﻟﻘﺎﻫﺎ ﺑﻮاﺳﻄﺔ اﻟﻔﻴﺪﻳﻮ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻴﻮم اﻷول ﻣﻦ ﺣﻮارات اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ ﻓﻲ
أﺛﻴﻨﺎ”إن ﻟﺪى اﻟﺮﺋﻴﺲ ﺑﺎﻳﺪن ﺻﻔﺎت ﻋﺪﻳﺪة ﻗﺪ ﺗﻤﻜﻨﻪ ﻣﻦ ﺗﻔﻜﻴﻚ اﻟﻤﺄزق
اﻟﺬي ﺗﻌﺮﻓﻪ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ،ﻓﻬﻮ أﻇﻬﺮ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺎﺿﻲ ﻓﻬﻤًﺎ ﻛﺒﻴﺮ ًا ﻟﻠﻘﻀﺎﻳﺎ
اﻟﺘـﻲ ﺗـﺆﺛﺮ ﻋﻠـﻰ ﺷـﺮق اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳـﻂ،ﻓﻀﻼ ﻋـﻦ دﻳﻨﺎﻣﻴـﺔ ﺗﻌﺘﻤـﺪ اﻟﺤﻠـﻮل
اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﻴﺔ واﻟﺪﺑﻠﻮﻣﺎﺳﻴﺔ”.
وﻟﻔﺖ ﺑﺎرودي إﻟﻰ ان اﻟﺮﺋﻴﺲ اﻟﺠﺪﻳﺪ “ﻗﺪ أﻋﺮب ﺑﺎﻟﻔﻌﻞ ﻋﻦ ﺗﺼﻤﻴﻤﻪ ﻋﻠﻰ
إﻋﺎدة اﺣﻴﺎء ﺑﻌﺾ ﺳﻴﺎﺳﺎت واﺷﻨﻄﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺴﺮح اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ،وﺗﺸﻤﻞ ﻫﺬه
اﻟﻤﺒﺎدرات دور اﻟﻮﻻﻳﺎت اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة اﻟﺘﻘﻠﻴﺪي ﻓﻲ ﺗﺤﻘﻴﻖ اﻻﺳﺘﻘﺮار ﻓﻲ
اﻟﺒﺤﺮ اﻷﺑﻴﺾ اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ ،وﻛﺬﻟﻚ دﻋﻤﻪ ﻟﻌﻤﻞ ﺣﻠﻒ اﻟﻨﺎﺗﻮ،واﻟﺬي ﻳﺼﺎدف
أﻧﻪ ﻳﺸﻤﻞ ﻛﻼ ً ﻣﻦ اﻟﻴﻮﻧﺎن وﺗﺮﻛﻴﺎ،وﻳﺄﺗﻲ ذﻟﻚ ﺑﻌﺪ أرﺑﻊ ﺳﻨﻮات ﻣﻦ
ﻣﺤﺎوﻟﺔ اﻟﺮﺋﻴﺲ اﻷﻣﻴﺮﻛﻲ اﻟﺴﺎﺑﻖ دوﻧﺎﻟﺪ ﺗﻘﻮﻳﺾ ﻫﺬا اﻟﺤﻠﻒ”.
وﻗﺪ أﺣﺪﺛﺖ اﻻﻛﺘﺸﺎﻓﺎت اﻷﺧﻴﺮة ﻟﻠﻨﻔﻂ واﻟﻐﺎز اﻟﺒﺤﺮي ﻓﻲ ﺷﺮق اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ
ﺗﻮﺗﺮات ﺑﻴﻦ اﻟﻴﻮﻧﺎن وﺗﺮﻛﻴﺎ ﻣﺎ اﻋﺎد اﻟﻤﻮاﺟﻬﺎت إﻟﻰ اﻟﻮاﺟﻬﺔ،اذ
أﺻﺒﺤﺖ أﻧﻘﺮة أﻛﺜﺮ ﺗﻤﺴﻜﺎ ﺑﺸﺄن ﻣﻄﺎﻟﺒﻬﺎ ﺧﺎﺻﺔ ان ﺣﺪودﻫﺎ اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳﺔ
ﺗﺘﺪاﺧﻞ ﻣﻊ اﻟﻴﻮﻧﺎن وﻗﺒﺮص.
وﺷﺪد ﺑﺎرودي ﻓﻲ ﻫﺬا اﻟﻤﺠﺎل ﻋﻠﻰ أﻧﻪ ﻻ ﻳﻤﻜﻦ ﻷﺣﺪ ﺗﺠﺎﻫﻞ دور ﺗﺮﻛﻴﺎ
اﻟﻤﻬﻢ ﻛﺪوﻟﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﻮض اﻟﺸﺮﻗﻲ ﻟﻠﺒﺤﺮ اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ ﻻ ﺳﻴﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ ال east
med gaz forum
وأن ﺗﺮﻛﻴﺎ ﻳﺠﺐ أن ﺗﻜﻮن ﻣﺸﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻲ أي ﻣﻔﺎوﺿﺎت وان ﺗﻠﻌﺐ دورا ﺑﻨﺎءً
وﻓﻌﺎﻻ ً ﻓﻲ ﻫﺬه اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ،ﻓﺘﺠﺎﻫﻞ دورﻫﺎ ﺳﺘﻜﻮن ﻟﻪ ﺗﺄﺛﻴﺮات ﺳﻠﺒﻴﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻋﻤﻠﻴﺔ ﺣﻞ ﻧﺰاﻋﺎت اﻟﺤﺪود اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳﺔ.
ﺑﺎرودي،اﻟﺬي داﻓﻊ ﻟﺴﻨﻮات ﻋﻦ اﻟﺘﻌﺎون اﻟﺴﻠﻤﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺠﺎل اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ
ﻛﻮﺳﻴﻠﺔ ﻟﻨﺰع ﻓﺘﻴﻞ اﻟﺘﻮﺗﺮات ﺑﻴﻦ اﻟﻌﺪﻳﺪ ﻣﻦ دول ﺷﺮق اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ،أﺻﺪر
ﻣﺆﺧﺮ ًا ﻛﺘﺎﺑ ًﺎ ﺣﻮل ﻛﻴﻔﻴﺔ ﺗﺴﻮﻳﺔ اﻟﻨﺰاﻋﺎت ﺣﻮل اﻟﺤﺪود اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳﺔ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ وﻋﻠﻰ وﺟﻪ اﻟﺘﺤﺪﻳﺪ ﻋﻦ ﻃﺮﻳﻖ اﻟﻤﻔﺎوﺿﺎت.

ﻫﺬا اﻟﻜﺘﺎب اﻟﺬي ﻳﺤﻤﻞ ﻋﻨﻮان “اﻟﻨﺰاﻋﺎت اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺷﺮق اﻟﺒﺤﺮ
اﻷﺑﻴـﺾ اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳـﻂ :اﻟﻄﺮﻳـﻖ إﻟـﻰ اﻷﻣـﺎم” ﻳﻌـﺪد وﻳﺒﺤـﺚ ﻓـﻲ اﻷدوات
واﻟﻘﻮاﻧﻴﻦ واﻟﻄﺮق اﻟﻤﻨﺼﻮص ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ ﻓﻲ اﺗﻔﺎﻗﻴﺔ اﻷﻣﻢ اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة ﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن
اﻟﺒﺤﺎر.
وﻗﺎل ﺑﺎردوي ﻟﻠﻤﺸﺎرﻛﻴﻦ”إن اﺗﻔﺎﻗﻴﺔ اﻷﻣﻢ اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة ﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن اﻟﺒﺤﺎر
ﺗﻮﻓﺮ ﺟﻤﻴﻊ اﻷدوات واﻷﺳﺲ اﻹﺟﺮاﺋﻴﺔ ﻟﺤﻞ ﺳﻠﻤﻲ ﻟﻠﻨﺰاﻋﺎت اﻟﺒﺤﺮﻳﺔ،ﻣﻦ
ﻫﻨﺎ ﻓﺈن إﺣﻴﺎء ﺑﺎﻳﺪن ﻟﺴﻴﺎﺳﺔ ﺧﺎرﺟﻴﺔ أﻣﺮﻳﻜﻴﺔ ﺗﻘﻠﻴﺪﻳﺔ ﻳﻌﻨﻲ ﻓﺮﺻ ًﺎ
ﺟﺪﻳﺪة اﻣﺎم اﻟﻴﻮﻧﺎن وﺗﺮﻛﻴﺎ ودول أﺧﺮى ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ ﻟﺮﺳﻢ اﻟﻤﺰﻳﺪ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﺘﻌﺎون وﻣﺴﺘﻘﺒﻞ ﻣﺜﻤﺮ” ،وأﺿﺎف اﻟﺒﺎرودي”:اﻟﺠﻮاﺋﺰ ﻟﻬﺬا اﻟﻤﺴﻌﻰ ﻻ
ﺗﺸﻤﻞ ﻓﻘﻂ ﺗﺨﻔﻴﺾ اﻟﺘﻮﺗﺮات وﺗﺴﻬﻴﻞ ﻣﺒﻴﻌﺎت اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ وﺗﻮﻓﻴﺮﻫﺎ ﺑﻤﻠﻴﺎرات
اﻟﺪوﻻرات،وﻟﻜﻨﻬﺎ ﺗﺸﻜﻞ أﻳﻀ ًﺎ ﻋﻨﺼﺮا ﺣﺎﺳﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻧﺘﻘﺎل اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ إﻟﻰ
ﻣﺴﺘﻘﺒﻞ ﻣﻨﺨﻔﺾ اﻟﻜﺮﺑﻮن ﻣﺎ ﻳﻌﻨﻲ ﺗﻠﻮﺛﺎ اﻗﻞ”.
ﻳﺘﻤﺘﻊ رودي ﺑﺎرودي ﺑﺨﺒﺮة ﻓﻲ ﺻﻨﺎﻋﺔ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ ﺗﻤﺘﺪ ﻷﻛﺜﺮ ﻣﻦ  40ﻋﺎﻣًﺎ
ﺳﺎﻋﺪ ﺧﻼﻟﻬﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺗﺸﻜﻴﻞ اﻟﺴﻴﺎﺳﺔ وﺧﻴﺎرات اﻻﺳﺘﺜﻤﺎر ﻟﻠﺸﺮﻛﺎت واﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺎت
واﻟﻤﺴﺘﺜﻤﺮﻳﻦ واﻟﻤﻨﻈﻤﺎت اﻟﺪوﻟﻴﺔ ﻣﺜﻞ اﻷﻣﻢ اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة واﻻﺗﺤﺎد اﻷوروﺑﻲ
اﻟﺬي ﻟﺪﻳﻪ ﻣﺴﺆوﻟﻴﺔ أﺳﺎﺳﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺧﻔﺾ اﻟﺘﻮﺗﺮات ﻓﻲ ﺷﺮق اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ.

World Bank, IMF to consider
climate
change
in
debt
reduction talks
WASHINGTON (Reuters) – The World Bank is working with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) on ways to factor climate
change into the negotiations about reducing the debt burdens
of some poor countries, World Bank President David Malpass
told Reuters in a Friday interview.
Three countries – Ethiopia, Chad and Zambia – have already
initiated negotiations with creditors under a new Common
Framework supported by the Group of 20 major economies, a
process that may lead to debt reductions in some cases.
Malpass said he expected additional countries to request
restructuring of their debts, but declined to give any
details.
The coronavirus pandemic has worsened the outlook for many
countries that were already heavily indebted before the
outbreak, with revenues down, spending up and vaccination
rates lagging far behind advanced economies.
China, the United States and other G20 countries initially
offered the world’s poorest countries temporary payment relief
on debt owed to official creditors under the Debt Service
Suspension Initiative (DSSI). In November, the G20 also
launched a new framework designed to tackle unsustainable debt
stocks.
Malpass said the Bank and the IMF were studying how to twin
two global problems – the need to reduce or restructure the
heavy debt burden of many poorer countries, and the need to
reduce fossil fuel emissions that contribute to climate
change.

“There’s a way to put together … the need for debt reduction
with the need for climate action by countries around the
world, including the poorer countries,” he said, adding that
initial efforts could happen under the G20 common framework.
Factoring climate change into the debt restructuring process
could help motivate sovereign lenders and even private
creditors to write off a certain percentage of the debt of
heavily-indebted poorer countries, in exchange for progress
toward their sustainable development and climate goals,
experts say.
The World Bank and the IMF play an important advisory and
consultative role in debt restructuring negotiations since
they assess the sustainability of each country’s debt burden.
Many developing countries require huge outlays to shore up
their food supplies and infrastructure as a result of climate
change. Governments must also spend a large amount on
alternative energy projects, but lack the resources to pay for
those needed investments.
“There needs to be a moral recognition by the world that the
activities in the advanced economies have an impact on the
people in the poorer economies,” Malpass said.
“The poorer countries are not really emitting very much in
terms of greenhouse gases, but they’re bearing the brunt of
the impact from the rest of the world,” he added.
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva earlier this month
told reporters about early-stage discussions underway about
linking debt relief to climate resilience and investment in
low-carbon energy sources.
Doing so, she said, could help private sector creditors
achieve their sustainable development targets, she said.
“You give the country breathing space, and in exchange, you as

the creditor can demonstrate that it translates into a
commitment in the country that leads to a global public good,”
she said.

US rejoins Paris climate
accord with warning: this
year’s talks are ‘last, best
hope’
The US has marked its return to the Paris agreement by urging
countries to do more to confront the climate crisis, with
America’s climate envoy, John Kerry, warning that
international talks this year are the “last, best hope” of
avoiding catastrophic global heating.
On Friday, the US officially returned to the Paris climate
accord, 107 days after it left at the behest of former

president Donald Trump. Joe Biden moved to reverse this on his
first day in office and Kerry conceded that the US is
returning “with a lot of humility, for the agony of the last
four years”.
“This is a significant day, a day that never had to happen,”
Kerry said to Al Gore, the former US vice-president, in a
conversation filmed on the eve of the re-entry. “It’s so sad
that our previous president without any scientific basis or
any legitimate economic rationale decided to pull America out.
It hurt us and it hurt the world.”
The contrition of the Biden administration is, however,
balanced by a desire to resume the mantle of leadership at a
time when almost every country is struggling to undertake the
swift emissions cuts required to avert disastrous global
heating of 1.5C above the pre-industrial era, as outlined in
the Paris deal.
Kerry said that none of the world’s major emitters, including
China, India and the EU, are doing enough and that key UN
climate talks later this year in Glasgow, Scotland, provide
the “last, best hope we have” to get the world on track to
avoid runaway climate change.
“The meeting in Glasgow rises in its importance,” said Kerry,
a former US secretary of state. “We are at this most critical
moment where we have the capacity to define the decade of the
20s which will make or break us to get to net zero carbon in
2050.” Kerry said that countries will have to “define in real
terms their roadmap for the next 10 years, the next 30 years.
We are talking about a reality we haven’t been able to
assemble in these meetings so far.”
Kerry said that coal use needs to be phased out far more
quickly, coupled with a rapid escalation of electric vehicles
and renewable energy, and that he hoped to “build some new
coalitions and approach this in a new way”. The US climate

envoy said he had reached out to the pro-fossil fuel
leaderships in Brazil and Australia, which have “had some
differences with us, we’ve not been able to get on the same
page completely”.
“For the last four years there were a lot of times when a lot
of us thought the failure of this enterprise may rest on one
word: Trump,” Kerry said in an event on Friday to mark the
Paris re-entry. “But the international climate regime is still
standing.”
While emissions worldwide from factories, airplanes and cars
dipped sharply last year due to pandemic-related lockdowns,
there are already signs of a roaring comeback that risks
blowing past the agreed temperature limits and unleash
worsening heatwaves, flooding, storms and societal unrest. The
narrowing window of time to avoid climate breakdown means
there is only brief cheering over the return of the US, the
world’s second largest emitter of greenhouse gases.
“It’s good to have the US back in the Paris agreement, but
sadly we have no time to celebrate,” said Laurence Tubiana,
France’s climate change ambassador and a key architect of the
Paris agreement. “The climate crisis is deepening and this is
the year we need all major polluters to step up and deliver
stronger plans to deliver a safe, clean and prosperous future
for everyone.”
The US will release a new emissions cut pledge ahead of a 22
April summit convened by Biden with other major emitting
countries and Tubiana said this goal should be “at least” a
50% reduction in greenhouse gases by 2030, from 2005 levels.
The US, under Barack Obama, promised a 26% cut by 2025 and got
about halfway to this target before the Covid-19 outbreak.
A coalition of nearly 200 environmental and humanitarian
groups have urged the Biden administration to move well beyond
the largely symbolic act of rejoining the Paris agreement by

contributing billions of dollars to help defend poorer
countries vulnerable to climate impacts and “lead with actions
rather than just words”.
“The climate crisis is a race against time, and the US is just
reaching the starting line after years of inaction,” said Jean
Su, energy justice director at the Center for Biological
Diversity. “As the world’s largest historical polluter, the
United States must take its fair share of robust climate
action on both the domestic and global stage.”

Germany’s
Logic

Empty

Pipeline

Although the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline is only 100 miles from
completion, the transformation of world energy markets since

construction began implies that the project no longer makes
economic sense. So why is German Chancellor Angela Merkel
determined to see it through to the end?
HAMBURG – Nord Stream 2, the almost-finished pipeline running
directly from Russia to Germany, is not really about securing
cheap natural gas. It is about personal gain and these two
countries’ national interest.
The pipeline across the Baltic has pitted the United States
and the European Union against Germany, and a swelling chorus
of domestic critics against Chancellor Angela Merkel. If it
were just a matter of gas molecules, the project might never
have seen the light of day. So, why did it?
Go back to 2005, when Gerhard Schröder and Russian President
Vladimir Putin sealed the deal just before Schröder stepped
down as chancellor. Shortly after handing power over to
Merkel, the Russian energy giant Gazprom, essentially a
Kremlin affiliate, named Schröder chairman of Nord Stream AG’s
shareholders committee. In 2016, Schröder rose to the top of
Nord Stream 2, with Gazprom the only shareholder.
Ever since, Schröder has been Putin’s tireless point man.
Schöder never tires of repeating that he did it for the good
of Germany, because it locked in energy security at decent
prices.
In fact, Germany and Western Europe do not need Nord Stream 2.
The oil price has more than halved since its 2008 peak. And
with ever more new gas fields coming onstream, especially in
the Mediterranean, not to mention North America, the price of
gas has dropped by almost four-fifths over this period. Nor is
the gas glut likely to be temporary, given ever more
renewables surging into the market.
There are already 13 pipelines running from Russia to Europe,
delivering some 250 billion cubic meters (m 3 ) of gas. Nord

Stream 2 will raise dependence on Russia, but much more is at
stake, because the pipeline circumvents Ukraine and Poland.
For Putin, Ukraine, a former Soviet republic, rightfully
belongs to the rodina, the Motherland, and he has already
grabbed two pieces: Crimea and the Donbas. Likewise, he
believes that Poland, a former satrapy, should be part of
Russia’s sphere of influence.
Nord Stream 2 enables Putin to weaken both countries by
depriving them of transit fees and breaking Ukraine’s grip on
the tap. In 2020, Ukraine earned $3 billion in fees from
transporting some 50 billion m 3 of gas. Nord Stream 2 could
pump about the same amount of gas – a neat coincidence.
Schröder’s Gazprom gambit would enable Putin to apply the
screws to Ukraine (and Poland), at a time when the government
in Kyiv is desperately trying to resist Russian pressure on
Ukraine’s already-weak economy.
Schröder was not really thinking of Germany or Europe when he
got his friend Putin to top up his modest chancellor’s pension
of €93,000 ($113,000) per year. The real puzzle is Merkel.
When former US President Donald Trump told her, “You’ve got to
stop buying gas from Putin,” she did not budge. An unnamed
German official vowed: “We will do anything it takes to
complete this pipeline.”
Presumably, energy supplies are not uppermost in Merkel’s
mind. This is not about the “low politics” of gas and cash,
but the “high politics” of states seeking power and position.
Regardless of how often Germans and Russians have been at each
other’s throats, the enduring reflex goes back to Bismarck,
who famously told the country in the middle: “Never cut the
link to St. Petersburg.” In other words, keep the peace with
the giant on Germany’s eastern flank.
Though now sheltered by NATO, the Federal Republic has been
honoring Bismarck by practicing propitiation, or at least
benevolent neutrality. With her fine sense for power, Merkel

is not swooning over Russian gas, but sticking to a classic
rule of German diplomacy.
Even during the Cold War, West Germany defied three American
presidents – Nixon, Carter, and Reagan – by bartering steel
pipes for Soviet energy. But what might have made economic
sense during the global oil shocks of the 1970s now reflects
only Bismarck’s admonition: Don’t rile the Russians.
Today, however, Merkel is acting on a new stage, and not only
because of oversupply and dwindling demand as the industrial
world shifts to solar, wind, and higher efficiency. Suddenly,
Merkel is “home alone.” It is not just the US, Britain, and
nervous East Europeans who want to reduce Nord Stream 2 to
scrap. Even the French are turning against the deal.
Reliant on nuclear power, France doesn’t need Russian gas. It
worries more about Germany’s “special relationship” and
Russia’s lengthening shadow over Europe. Just this month,
Russian foreign minister Sergey Lavrov threatened to rupture
relations with the EU if it imposed new sanctions.
In addition, Merkel faces unprecedented headwinds on her own
turf. Even prominent fellow Christian Democrats and the
pacifist-minded Greens have turned against Putin. So have
parts of the liberal media, which usually zeroes in on
imperial America.
Why? Two words: Alexei Navalny. Facing his most dangerous
rival yet, Putin has overplayed his hand. The Kremlin’s
attempted murder of Navalny, and now the longish prison
sentence meted out to him, has rattled Germany’s political
class. In democracies, moral revulsion beats Merkel-style
realpolitik.
Merkel has maneuvered Germany into isolation. But the smart
bet is that Nord Stream 2 will be completed. With only 100
miles left to go, it defies the imagination to believe that a
€10 billion project would be buried beneath the Baltic sands.

In the end, the Germans will not affront the Russians, and US
President Joe Biden will go easier on Germany than Trump did.
The wheeling and dealing has already begun. Germany is
dangling some juicy carrots before Biden, promising to raise
subsidies for the construction of German liquefied natural gas
terminals that will take in American LNG. Germany also vows to
work hard on new rules that would ensure the continued transit
of gas through Ukraine. Poland will get funds for LNG
terminals. There is talk that Germany would shut off Nord
Stream 2 if Russia violated international law and human
rights. Please, President Biden, just lift the sanctions.
A deal will be struck. But who will “negotiate” with the
energy market? The court of supply and demand may issue this
definitive verdict: no need for another pipeline. If so, Nord
Stream 2 may just rot away underneath the Baltic – a monument
to greed and folly.

