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Oil company bosses will travel to the Vatican this week to
discuss climate change with Pope Francis.
The meeting will be on June 8 and June 9 at the Casina Pio IV
villa in the Vatican, with an audience with the Pope on the
second day, according to a spokesman. It is being organized by
a department headed by Cardinal Peter Turkson, who helped
write Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical on climate.
“We  look  forward  to  the  dialogue,  and  the  opportunity  to
discuss how we can address climate change and opportunities in
the energy transition,” a spokesman for Equinor ASA, Norway’s
largest oil company, said in an e-mailed statement on Friday.
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BP chief executive officer Bob Dudley will also travel to Rome
for the meeting arranged by the University of Notre Dame,
according to people familiar with the talks. The Pope has made
climate  change  a  cornerstone  of  his  papacy,  saying  in  an
encyclical letter that the science around the topic is clear
and that the Catholic Church should view it as a moral issue.
A spokeswoman for BP declined to comment. Exxon Mobil Corp and
Eni SpA will also participate in the meeting, according to
reports from Axios and Reuters. A spokesman for Royal Dutch
Shell  declined  to  comment  on  whether  its  CEO  would  be
involved.
The University of Notre Dame didn’t respond to requests for
comment.

Trial by fire: A year into
the  siege,  Qatar’s  economy
has proved its tenacity
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Roudi Baroudi

It has been a year since the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and a few



other  regional  countries  launched  an  attempt  to  subjugate
Qatar by strangling the latter’s economy with an illegal air,
land, and sea blockade. They have failed, and spectacularly
so.

The effort – based largely on unsubstantiated accusations of
Qatari support for terrorism but actually rooted in Saudi
ambitions  –  has  forced  Qatar  to  spend  more  than  it  had
budgeted, but money is one thing that the world’s largest
exporter of LNG has no trouble obtaining. After a brief period
of  uncertainty,  therefore,  economic  activities  returned  to
their usual heady pace, and business is booming in most key
sectors.

There  were  initial  concerns  about  shortages  of  some  food
products  and  other  imports,  for  instance,  but  prompt
government  action  and  the  responses  of  certain  friendly
countries (most prominently Turkey) have emphatically quashed
both short and medium-term fears. In addition, the experience
has prompted Qatar to implement long-term food security plans
that will blunt any future attempts at external blackmail.
Some were worried, too, that what has become the longest air
blockade since World War II would wreak havoc on the transport
sector.

Qatar Airways, a widely recognised symbol of Qatar’s emergence
as a genuine player on the international stage, was indeed
inconvenienced by losing access to the airspace over KSA, the
United  Arab  Emirates,  Egypt,  and  Bahrain.  While  the  flag
carrier has been forced to take longer routes and use more
fuel, however, it has only redoubled its resolve to keep Qatar
connected with the rest of the world.

The airline was proud to carry the first emergency supplies
into the country following the imposition of the blockade, and
it has added (or announced plans to add) some two dozen new
destinations over the past year. In the process, Qatar Airways
also picked up no less than 50 individual awards in 2017,



including “World’s Best Business Class” and “Best Airline in
the Middle East”. In fact the primary victims of the Saudi-led
campaign have been innocent citizens of Qatar and the very
countries trying to isolate it: Some 16,000 GCC families with
one or more dual-national members have been cruelly torn apart
by the blockade, including thousands of children separated
from at least one parent. If anything, the experience has only
strengthened compassion and solidarity in Qatari society, with
nationals and foreign residents alike offering mutual support
to bolster resilience in the face of the embargo. Never has
there  been  stronger  collective  resolve  to  defend  Qatar’s
freedom and independence.

Both the resilience and the resolve have been bolstered by the
performance of the marine transport industry. The siege has
not only sharply curtailed Qatar’s shipping and trans-shipping
options (leaving Oman and Kuwait as its only GCC outlets), but
also  closed  its  only  land  border  (with  KSA),  completely
eliminating overland trade. Once again, this has imposed a few
new costs and prompted a few added concerns, but Qatar’s ports
are  reaping  the  rewards:  the  numbers  of  both  inbound  and
outbound cargo shipments have risen dramatically, spinning up
business  for  everything  from  modern  bulk  and  container
terminals to small local harbors and the ancillary enterprises
that serve them.

In the all-important energy sector, initial concerns about
possible supply disruptions have been successfully addressed,
with Qatar once again leading the world in LNG exports. In
addition, Qatar Petroleum has announced plans to increase LNG
production from 77 million tons per annum to 100 million MTPA,
which should guarantee its No. 1 exporter status for another
20–25  years.  Alongside  the  LNG  expansion,  Qatar  also  is
scaling  up  its  already  world-class  petrochemical  industry,
with  QP  recently  announcing  plans  to  build  a  massive  new
complex  at  Ras  Laffan.  The  company  is  seeking  qualified
partners for the enormous project, which is centred on what



will be the largest ethane cracker in the Middle East, and one
of  the  largest  anywhere,  plus  several  derivatives  plants,
consolidating Qatar’s position as a major player in global
petchem markets.

Moreover,  the  entire  episode  has  only  underlined  the
stabilising role that Qatar has long played in the dynamics of
global energy security by, inter alia, continuing to stress
dialogue and diplomacy as the best means of boosting market
stability, thereby protecting the interests of producers and
consumers alike. Faced with serious obstacles thrown up by the
blockade, Qatar’s energy sector moved quickly and decisively
to ensure that its obligations would be met, and this despite
conditions meeting the definition of force majeure.

It fine-tuned the tasking and disposition of its LNG carrier
fleet,  making  even  more  efficient  use  of  these  assets  to
ensure  timely  deliveries  to  TransAtlantic,  Trans-Pacific,
Mediterranean,  and  Indian  Ocean  clients.  It  expanded  and
deepened  cooperation  with  buyers  and  sellers  to  better
coordinate  supply  with  demand,  further  burnishing  its
credentials as a reliable partner. As a consequence, Qatar
reaffirmed its unmatched ability to protect security of supply
at  any  point  in  time,  improving  both  security  and
competitiveness  in  world  markets.

Qatar was likewise successful in demonstrating that it remains
a highly attractive place to do business. Since the unlawful
siege  began,  the  government  has  continued  to  secure  new
foreign  direct  investment  from  some  of  the  world’s  most
important oil and gas companies, including ExxonMobil, Shell,
and  TOTAL.  Over  the  same  period,  more  than  120  entities
received licensing from the Qatar Financial Center, a massive
increase on the previous 12-month period for the QFC platform,
which confers significant benefits on registered companies,
including legal and financial environments based on English
common law.



Going  forward,  all  available  data  suggest  that  the
leadership’s response to the crisis, and Qatar’s world-class
financial  and  economic  credentials,  have  enabled  business
activity  to  remain  as  robust  as  ever.  In  fact,  senior
officials expect growth of about 3% for 2018, meaning that in
spite of the blockade, Qatar’s economy will out-perform those
of most neighboring countries. In addition to all of these
economic and financial successes, Qatar also has used the past
year to achieve significant advances in social policy.

Nowhere  was  this  more  prominent  than  in  the  area  of
progressive  new  labor  legislation,  particularly  as  regards
expatriate workers. New laws passed in 2017 give such workers
several  new  protections,  including  guarantees  for  regular
payment of wages into local bank accounts, development of
mechanisms to resolve labor disputes, and the establishment of
a  new  committee  to  counter  human  trafficking.  On  the
geopolitical  level,  the  entire  episode  has  only  increased
Qatar’s soft power by attracting the sympathy of governments
and people around the world, the great majority of whom know a
manufactured crisis when they see one.

On the other hand, the failed Saudi-led attempt to isolate
Qatar has managed to both exacerbate existing tensions within
the GCC and to generate new ones. It also has divided much of
the Arab and Islamic worlds, forced smaller countries to make
impossible  choices,  and  exposed  the  extent  to  which  some
governments use their financial resources to bribe or coerce
those of less affluent societies. The crisis even briefly
divided the top echelons of the Trump Administration in its
early days. Since then, Washington has been consistent in
advocating a peaceful resolution of the dispute: President
Trump  has  offered  to  mediate,  and  then-CIA  Director  Mike
Pompeo (now secretary of state) visited Saudi Arabia in April
to warn that “Enough is enough.”

Washington also has reaffirmed its security commitments to
Doha on other levels, including the continuation of its large



presence at Qatar’s massive Al-Udeid Air Base. The facility,
which hosts the headquarters of the Pentagon’s Central Command
and more than 10,000 US and allied troops, is far and away the
most  important  staging  point  for  coalition  air  operations
against terror groups across the entire region, from Syria and
Iraq to Yemen and Afghanistan. In addition, the US government
has approved the sale of up to 72 F-15 fighter-bombers for the
Qatar Emiri Air Force. Other major powers also have lined up
to help Qatar maintain its independence and, if necessary,
defend its borders.

Britain, for instance, has agreed to sell Qatar at least two
dozen  of  its  multi-role  Eurofighter  Typhoons;  France  has
committed to providing at least 36 of its Rafale fighters,
plus  almost  500  of  its  latest  VBCI  armored  vehicles;  and
Turkey  has  accelerated  the  deployment  of  its  troops  and
equipment  to  its  own  recently  activated  base  near  Doha.
Several  countries  have  continued  to  plan  and  hold  joint
military  exercises  with  Qatar,  and  Russia  has  agreed  to
cooperation in military supplies and air defense, possibly
including sales of its highly touted S-400 system.

Given these and other manifestations of support, the position
of  the  broader  international  community  —  i.e.  those  not
susceptible to either largesse or intimidation – is not in
doubt, which means that the longer the blockading countries
and their followers try to bully Qatar, the more isolated they
become. By contrast, the crisis has revealed the Qatari state
to have ample planning and policymaking resources. This has
allowed the leadership to carry out a comprehensive response
to the unlawful siege, including emergency measures to dilute
the initial shock of the blockade, the fostering of greater
competition in the marketplace, improved energy efficiency,
and a highly ambitious program of economic self-sufficiency –
all underpinned by enormously successful diplomatic and public
relations campaigns.

Overall, the outlook is very positive, which is far better



than anyone might have expected and indicates that Qatar will
continue to play the roles for which it has become known on
the  world  stage:  championing  the  cause  of  stable,  free-
flowing, and competitive energy supplies; running an open,
dynamic economy; providing cleaner fuels for customers around
the world; developing massive new LNG capacity for global
clients that will catalyse and stabilise global energy markets
for years to come; advocating (and even mediating) dialogue
over conflict; and exerting a moderating influence on an often
volatile region.

Qatar is committed to Global Energy Partnership. All this
helps  to  explain  why  Doha  has  refrained,  on  almost  every
level, from retaliating for the blockade by taking its own
punitive measures. Solid energy policies have allowed Qatar to
master the politics of LNG production and supply, and its gas
sector  has  continued  to  honored  all  of  its  worldwide
commitments,  including  those  to  buyers  in  the  blockading
countries. The latter are only shooting themselves in the foot
by continuing their efforts to ostracise Qatar, and Doha works
to maintain channels of communication so that if and when a
change of heart is forthcoming, there are no obstacles to a
reconciliation among brothers.

Roudi Baroudi is CEO of Energy and Environment Holding, an
independent consultancy based in Doha.

Et  si  l’embargo  contre  le
Qatar  virait  à  la  guerre
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économique globale?

Pierre Conesa, ancien responsable de la direction des affaires
stratégiques au ministère de la Défense, livre son analyse de
l’embargo organisé par l’Arabie saoudite et les Emirats arabes
unis contre le Qatar. La crise pourrait prendre une ampleur
internationale.

Attention, danger ! Les tensions entre le Qatar et ses voisins
(Arabie  saoudite  et  des  Emirats  arabes  unis)  pourraient
dégénérer en véritable guerre économique, qui toucherait des
entreprises du monde entier y compris françaises. Telle est
l’analyse  que  livre  à  Challenges  Pierre  Conesa,  ancien
responsable  de  la  direction  des  affaires  stratégiques  au
ministère de la Défense et ancien directeur général de la
société d’intelligence économique CEIS.
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L’auteur de Docteur Saoud et Mister Djihad : la diplomatie
religieuse  de  l’Arabie  saoudite  (préface  d’Hubert  Védrine,
Robert Laffont, 2016) a réalisé une visite de quatre jours au
Qatar, sous embargo depuis le 5 juin. Il était convié sur
place  par  un  collectif  d’hommes  d’affaires  non  qatariens
inquiets  des  suites  économiques  possibles  de  la  crise
régionale. Il a rencontré deux ministres, des responsables
français  et  étrangers  des  différents  groupes  présents  sur
place, des expatriés et des Qatariens. Et le fruit de son
enquête est inquiétant.
Dans les supermarchés, ” la panique a duré 5 à 6 jours ”
assure le représentant d’une grande surface. Pour les denrées
du quotidien, le Qatar s’est largement remis de l’embargo
imposé  par  l’Arabie  Saoudite,  les  Emirats,  le  Bahreïn  et
l’Egypte.  Les  fournisseurs  turcs,  iraniens,  indiens,
azerbaïdjanais et européens ont rapidement compensé les fruits
et légumes saoudiens et les rayons des magasins sont pleins.
Heureuse surprise, les produits sont même aujourd’hui moins
chers et de meilleure qualité que ceux du royaume voisin.
L’embargo pourrait se révéler à double tranchant : qui va
dorénavant  acheter  les  produits  frais  saoudiens  ?  Et  la
conséquence de cette réorganisation des circuits commerciaux
pourraient avoir des conséquences au-delà de Riyad : Doha, par
solidarité ou par paresse, achetait les produits étrangers
réexportés par Dubaï, le grand hub des Emirats, à raison de
600  millions  de  dollars  par  mois.  La  cité  marchande  est
dorénavant triplement pénalisée, puisque l’Iran, client fidèle
autrefois, joue la carte qatarienne. Pour l’heure, le Qatar a
quant  à  lui,  eu  l’intelligence  de  ne  pas  couper  le  Pipe
Dolphin qui approvisionne Dubaï en gaz. Mais s’il venait à le
faire, la ville se retrouverait brutalement sans lumière…

Les chameaux bloqués aux frontières
Tous ces éléments tendent à montrer combien l’embargo lancé
par les quatre pays alliés a été mal préparé. Alors que le roi
d’Arabie venait tout juste de faire sa première visite d’Etat
chez  son  petit  voisin  en  décembre  2016,  que  le  président



américain  terminait  à  peine  de  quitter  Riyad  en  mai,
l’ultimatum est tombé mélangeant toutes sortes d’exigences :
fermeture  de  la  chaîne  Al  Jazeera,  expulsion  de  tous  les
opposants, rupture des relations diplomatiques avec l’Iran,
fermeture de la base turque, et enfin, cerise sur le gâteau,
l’arrêt  du  «  financement  du  terrorisme  »  à  savoir  le
financement des Frères Musulmans. Le tout devait être exécuté
sous  dix  jours  et  assorti  de  pénalités  financières  et  de
contrôles. Les mesures vexatoires se sont multipliées. Même
les  chameaux  qatariens  ont  été  bloqués  à  la  frontière
saoudienne ! Des conditions tellement surprenantes que ni le
Koweït, ni Oman, autres pays membres du Conseil de coopération
du Golfe, ne respectent l’embargo.
Pour  autant,  cette  crise  ne  semble  pas  proche  d’une
résolution. Elle menace même de prendre une ampleur inattendue
avec un retentissement international. Riyad a ainsi engagé une
véritable guerre de communication par agences de relations
publiques interposées, en défendant son image à Washington,
Londres et Paris. Une bataille que le royaume veut étendre à
Moscou, Beijing et même New Delhi… Il sera difficile cependant
d’espérer une amélioration de la réputation des Saoud quand
ils accusent leur petit voisin de « financer le terrorisme ».

Pressions multiples
Surtout, les tensions pourraient dégénérer, si l’on n’y prend
garde, en une véritable guerre économique. La tentation est
grande dans l’entourage des décideurs du Golfe de passer à la
vitesse supérieure en forçant directement ou indirectement les
entreprises étrangères à choisir entre les protagonistes. En
effet, les Emirats et l’Arabie Saoudite n’ont pas de moyens de
pression économiques directs : les premiers ne représentent à
peine  2%  du  commerce  extérieur  du  Qatar  et  les  quelques
projets patronnés par le Conseil de coopération du Golfe sont
déjà stoppés, à commencer par le TGV continental et la TVA
commune. Dans l’autre sens, la Qatar national bank ne compte
que 4% de dépôts saoudiens ou émiriens.
Résultat,  faute  de  détenir  eux-mêmes  les  capacités



suffisantes, les forces en présence pourraient mettre sous
pressions les sociétés étrangères. Cette menace apparaît dans
les discours « officiels ». Le 13 juin 2017, l’Ambassadeur des
Emirats Arabes Unis à Washington Yousef Al-Otaiba a déclaré
qu’Il ne prévoyait pas que la crise dévie vers « un conflit
militaire, même si le Qatar refusait de plier ». Par contre, «
il y aura une escalade de la pression économique… le Qatar
investit des milliards de dollars aux États-Unis et en Europe,
puis recycle les bénéfices pour soutenir le Hamas, les Frères
musulmans et les groupes liés à Al-Qaïda »[i] . L’Ambassadeur
des  Emirats  arabes  unis  à  Moscou,  Omar  Ghobash,  dans  un
discours  à  Londres[ii]  a  déclaré  pour  sa  part  que  «
l’expulsion du Qatar du Conseil de coopération du Golfe –
souvent soulevée comme une possible sanction – n’était pas la
seule  sanction  possible…  Il  existe  certaines  sanctions
économiques que nous pouvons prendre et qui sont actuellement
examinées…L’une d’entre elles serait d’imposer des conditions
à  nos  propres  partenaires  commerciaux  et  de  dire  si  vous
souhaitez travailler avec nous, alors vous devez faire un
choix commercial…Les Emirats Arabes Unis et l’Arabie saoudite
pourraient demander à leurs partenaires commerciaux de choisir
entre travailler avec eux ou avec Doha ». Une grande banque
semble avoir déjà fait l’objet de pressions de ce genre.

Conflit de (nouvelle) génération
Dernier élément qui rend difficile la résolution de la crise :
elle est la première voulue par une nouvelle génération de
décideurs, tous convaincus qu’ils sont l’avenir de leur pays.
Le Qatarien Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani (36 ans), ancien
de l’académie royale militaire de Sandhurst (Royaume Uni), au
pouvoir depuis juin 2013, auteur de la « Qatar National Vision
2030 », a mis un point d’honneur à multiplier les appuis
extérieurs et variés par une diplomatie de « soft power ». Un
affranchissement qui ne plaît pas à ses puissants voisins.
Mais l’embargo conduit à consolider le sentiment national au
sein de sa population, victime expiatoire. Al Thani semble
très populaire, y compris aux yeux des expatriés. De plus il



n’a pas cédé à la provocation de ses voisins et a habilement
joué du droit international contre l’embargo, qui est jugé
illégal  par  l’OMC.  Face  à  lui  :  le  Saoudien  Mohamed  Bin
Salman,  dit  MBS  (32  ans),  est  doté  d’un  modeste  diplôme
juridique de l’Université Islamique de Riyad, mais il tient
fermement à imposer ses prérogatives de Prince héritier, titre
officiellement accordé le 21 juin, en marchant sur la tête de
son  cousin  Mohamed  Ben  Nayef.  Il  est  considéré  comme  le
responsable de la catastrophique guerre au Yémen. A 56 ans,
l’Emirien Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al Nahyan est le plus âgé
manifeste, lui, une phobie épidermique de l’islamisme sous
tous ses aspects, chiite iranien, Frères musulmans, salafiste
ou  djihadiste  sunnite,  dès  lors  qu’ils  s’invitent  sur  le
terrain du pouvoir temporel. Aucun de ces nouveaux dirigeants
ne peut céder puisque chacun y joue sa légitimité. La crise va
donc durer et probablement provoquer des effets inattendus.

Pierre Conesa
[i] Wall Street journal, 12 juin 2017)
[ii]
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/28/uae-ambassador-t
hreatens-further-sanctions-against-qatar


