MACHREK: UNE ENERGIE
REGIONALE INTERCONNECTEE

II est maintenant confirme que nous aurons un reseau
electrique regional pour relier ensembles plusieurs pays du
Moyen-0Orient. Sera-t-il realise dans un avenir proche? Le
Liban y sera-t-il inclus? Quels seront ses avantages et ses
consequences sur notre territoire? M. Roudi Baroudi, un
consultant independant en energie, actif dans le monde Arabe
et les Etats-Unis explique:

Le reseau electrique regional comprend-il cing ou six pays et
comment sera-t-il execute ?

“A present, six pays, et non plus cing sont deja relies ensem-
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bles (1'Irak, le Kowei’'t, la Jordanie, la Syrie, la Turquie et
le Liban). Ces connections electriques <latent du debut des
annees 70 lorsque la Syrie et le Liban ainsi que la Syrie et
la Jordanie ont ete connectes grace a un systeme de 66KV. II
s'en est suivi, a la fin des annees 80, un lien Egypte -
Jordanie avec une ligne aerienne de 400 kW.

Des le debut des annees 90, des plans et plusieurs reunions
des Ministres arabes de l'’electricite ont mene a bonne fin un
nouveau Plan Directeur reliant la Syrie a la Jordanie par une
ligne de 400 kW et la Syrie a l'Irak avec egalement une ligne
de 400 kW aussi bien que 1’'Irak a la Turquie et la Syrie a la
Turquie. Les travaux pour etablir un lien libanais allant de
Ksara a la sous-station de Dimas (Syrie) grace a deux lignes
aeriennes de 400kW est en nette progression.

Je confirme que ce projet est d’'un grand intent pour notre
utilite nationale L'EDL et, ii est de plus avantageux pour le
Tresor. D’'apres Jes demieres statistiques le reseau regional
ETISTL aura une capacite disponible de 2500 a 3000 MW ce qui
pourrait representer un cofit de 1.2 a 1.6 milliard de $ US.
Les etats membres de ce reseau interconnecte n’ont pas a
engager et a investir dans des projets intensifs et cofiteux.
Ils pourraient utiliser leurs reserves communes de MW a
travers ce reseau. Cela sera bien sfir ajoute aux autres
avantages importants relevant de l’entretien periodique des
equipements”.

Quel est le- statut du reseau electrique regional compare au
processus du plan regional pour le gaz? “Different de
l'electricite, le gaz ne doit pas etre consomme immediatement;
ii peut etre entrepose pendant longtemps et etre consomme
quand on en a besoin. Cela reduit les avantages de transporter
le gaz a travers des canalisations parce que d’'autres modes de
transport et de stockage sont possibles. Les veritables
benefices resident dans les differences de cofits, la source
d’'approvisionnement etant un facteur determinant.

D’un autre cote, le transport du gaz par canalisations est
plus fiable. Quant a notre region, helas, ni 1’'Est de la



Mediterranee, ni le Moyen-0Orient ne sont encore desservis par
un reseau National International. Des canalisations
multinationales traversant les differents pays n’existent pas
non plus a ce stade. Je pense cependant, que tout comme le
reseau d’interconnexion de l’electricite qui a commence en 82
dans les pays du GCC, et plus precisement a Doha, celui des
regions du Machrek et du Maghreb qui est encore en voie de
realisation, prendra presque deux decennies avant d'’etre
acheve. Je n’y vois aucun probleme et je suis sfir que dans 5
a 10 ans, les canalisations de gaz

US OFFICIALS VISIT EAST MED
TO ASSIST WITH ITS EMERGENCE
AS AN ENERGY POWER

US Secretary of State John Kerry visited Lebanon last week
where he met with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri. Kerry
announced to Berri that the US will be providing Lebanon with
a financial aid to ease the burden created by the Syrian
influx of refugees to Lebanon. Lebanon is providing sanctuary
to over a million and a half Syrian refugees, a reality that
is tremendously affecting Lebanon and causing authorities a
major concern.

The impact of the immigration is felt on a political, economic
and security level. Kerry stressed on the importance of
putting an end to the current political stalemate by electing
a new President in the shortest delay. President Michel
Suleiman’s six-year term ended last month. Lebanese
politicians failed to agree on a successor since. Berri in
turn expressed its hope that the U.S. will play a ‘fair and
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balanced role’ in mediating the Israeli-Lebanese dispute over
maritime boundaries. Berri added that the U.S. could
potentially benefit from such efforts as they could be
involved in Lebanon’s offshore hydrocarbon explorations.
Lebanon’s seabed is believed to contain substantial amounts of
natural gas.

Its first licensing round was postponed several times due to
domestic political rivalries and is now scheduled to be opened
inAugust 2014. Lebanon and Israel both claim a triangular area
of 850 square kilometers as their own. Direct negotiations
between the two countries are inconceivable due to the fact
that Lebanon and Israel are in a state of war and that Lebanon
does not recognize Israel.

The dispute gained importance after the discovery of
substantial natural gas reserves in the Levant basin. Noble
Energy discovered the Leviathan field and the Tamar field
offshore Israel located respectively 130 and 80 kilometers
west of Haifa with respective gross mean resources of 19 and
10 Tcf. Noble also made a successful encounter in Block 12 of
Cyprus EEZ when it discovered the Aphrodite field, the third
largest discovery in the deepwater Levantine Basin with a
gross mean resources of 5 Tcf. John Kerry’s visit to Lebanon
follows Joe Biden’s visit to Cyprus.

Biden met with the President of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades to
whom he stressed on the importance of Cyprus emerging as a net
gas producer. The presence of the two senior U.S. officials 1in
the Eastern Mediterranean Lebanon in the Eastern Mediterranean
highlights the increasing importance of this region in the
energy scene and Washington’s pledge to help solve the various
disaccords. The Russian annexation of Crimea reminded Europe
of its pressing need to diversify its geographical sources of
supply. The Eastern Mediterranean could play a role in
strengthening Europe’s energy security and the U.S. are
investing efforts in this direction



Ambitious EU blueprint for
energy union to loosen
Russian grip on gas

The EU executive is to unveil radical and ambitious plans on
Wednesday to establish a single European market in energy
supplies, purchases and consumption, in an attempt to loosen
the Kremlin’s stranglehold on Europe’s gas supplies.

The far-reaching scheme would also strengthen the power of
Brussels against national energy regulators; boost consumer
choice transnationally when buying electricity services;
generate a bonanza in energy infrastructure investment; and
integrate supply systems regionally and on an EU-wide scale.

The proposals for a European energy unionare to be presented
by Maro$ Seféovi¢, a vice-president of the European commission
in charge of energy policy. He reached back to the founding
days of the modern EU in the 1950s to find a parallel for the
current blueprint.

“We see it as the most ambitious energy project since the coal
and steel community. We want to start a process to integrate
28 energy markets into one energy union,” Seflovi¢ told the
Guardian.
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The 19-page draft blueprint, obtained by the Guardian, demands
that Europe speak with a single voice on energy policy, a role
that would devolve to the commission and a proposal that is
already running into fierce resistance among some national
governments.

“We have to move away from a fragmented system characterised
by uncoordinated national policies, market barriers and
energy-isolated areas,” says the document. “Achieving this
goal will require a fundamental transformation of Europe’s
energy system .. an energy union that speaks with one voice in
global affairs .. a single energy market.”

Years of tension with Russia and its Gazprom monopoly that
supplies most of Europe’s natural gas have come to a head with
the east-west tussle over Ukraine. Brussels says Russia, the
world’s biggest gas producer, is using its energy supplies as
a political weapon and for blackmail purposes.

As part of his proposals, Seflovi¢ also said the EU was
committed to overseeing and funding root-and-branch reform of
the highly opaque and corrupt Ukrainian energy sector.

The predominance of gas as a means of pressure in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict was evident again on Tuesday, with Gazprom
and its Ukrainian customer embroiled in a dispute over
payments and deliveries.

Gazprom's CEO, Alexei Miller, announced that Kiev had not made
its pre-payments for supplies on time and warned of “a
complete cessation of Russian gas supplies to Ukraine in just
two days, which creates serious risks for gas transit to
Europe”.

In an attempt to wean Europe off overwhelming dependence on
Gazprom, Seféovi¢ said there would be a focus on building a
new “southern corridor” pumping gas from the Caspian basin to
Europe via Turkey. It would carry Russian gas, but could also
include supplies from Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Iraq and Iran.
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Such plans have an ill-starred pedigree. The Russians recently
scrapped plans for an alternative pipeline called Southstream
running under the Black sea to Bulgaria and into central
Europe. A previous western-backed scheme called Nabucco also
bit the dust because of lack of investment and no clear
guarantees of gas to fill the pipeline.

Seféovi¢ argued lessons had been learned. The southern
corridor, entailing investment of $45bn (£29bn), “will be the
biggest in world, and could be up and running by 2019”, he
said. “Especially when you see the political games by Russia,
it's something we have to pay attention to.”

The commission document says in reference to Russia: “The
political challenges over the last months have shown that
diversification of energy sources, suppliers, and routes 1is
important for ensuring secure and resilient energy supplies.
Energy policy is often used as a foreign policy tool, 1in
particular in major energy-producing and transit countries.
This reality has to be taken into account.”

Germany 1is Gazprom’s biggest customer, buying around a third
of its natural gas from the Russian monopoly. Six EU member
states are 100% dependent on Gazprom for gas, and the union as
a whole is the world’s biggest importer of energy. According
to commission figures, it spent €400bn (£294bn) last year
importing 53% of its overall energy requirements.

The proposals to be unveiled on Wednesday would need to be
turned into several pieces of legislation by 2019 for the
energy union to get up and running. They will run into
problems in the European parliament, but greater resistance
will come from some national governments.

Viktor Orban, the pro-Russian Hungarian prime minister, hosted
Vladimir Putin in Budapest last week, with energy issues at
the centre of their discussions. He has already challenged the
commission and vowed not to surrender sovereign national


https://www.theguardian.com/world/russia

powers over energy policy. Some of Gazprom’s biggest clients,
locked into long-term contracts, are major German energy firms
and they are also certain to lobby Berlin against elements of
the energy union.

“The EU has energy rules set at the European level, but in
practice it has 28 national regulatory frameworks. This cannot
continue,” says the document. The commission demanded a say
when individual EU governments strike energy agreements with
third countries.

Other new measures are planned to increase the energy
efficiency of the bloc’s ageing housing stock, which have the
potential to slash the need for Russian gas imports, according
to research papers.

The EU’'s renewable energy directive will also be updated, with
an eye on targets announced in the 2030 package for a 27%
clean energy market share by the end of the next decade.

Framing the climate debate in energy security terms may not be
enough to win over countries such as Poland and the UK, which
held out against giving Brussels a say in their energy
decisions during last October’s 2030 debate.

“While we agreed to cost-effective 2030 EU-level targets for
renewables and energy efficiency, we were clear, and member
states agreed, there should be no binding national targets in
either area to give countries greater flexibility to meet
their climate goals,” a British government spokesman said. “We
expect all future EU legislation to fully reflect that
agreement.”

The commission, however, plans to bring forward a new
electricity market design later this year to coordinate
capacity mechanisms that integrate renewables and gas at the
regional level.

A quicker deployment of smart grids is also foreseen. This
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would allow consumers to set appliances such as washing
machines and boilers to run at times of low demand and lower
cost.

“It means gradually leaving the comfort of regulated prices
which offer no motive for consumers to change behaviour,”
Seflovi¢ said of the planned “new deal for energy consumers”.
Progressively, it is planned to allow consumers to moderate
their energy consumption and sell energy back to the grid.

New interconnections between countries are also expected to
lower electricity prices, while an integrated European energy
market would allow consumers to buy from energy companies
across borders.

“Consumers in one member state should be able to buy their
energy freely and simply from a company in another. This
requires the further adaptation of the current national
regulatory frameworks,” says the blueprint.

“The commission will seek the phasing-out of below-cost
regulated prices by 2016. It will encourage member states to
establish a road map for the phasing out of all regulated
prices.”

Battle for o1l rests not on
flags but on obscure UN panel

The international battle for Arctic territory may look like a
Wild West brawl but the real fight for supremacy is more
likely to revolve around legal arguments and seismic data than
showdowns between ice-breakers or submarines.
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As Canada unveils plans for a military base and Russia drops a
titanium flag on the seabed, lawyers say the real centre of
action 1s an obscure United Nations-hosted body known as the
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.

The commission is the global authority that will determine how
much territory the big five Arctic seabed claimants — Canada,
Russia, the US, Denmark and Norway — will be able to bag for
0il exploration and other uses.

Robert Volterra, a partner at Latham & Watkins, the law firm,
says cases pleaded by states at the commission over the coming
years are likely to have more impact on the Arctic’s future
than “symbolic” flag-planting intended for Russian domestic
political consumption.

“There is a consistent body of public international law,” Mr
Volterra says. “It’s not like the age of discovery, where the
European voyager went out and said: ‘I claim this land on
behalf of the Queen of England or the King of Spain.'”

Lawyers and scientists say Russia’s latest Arctic mission was
most significant for the opportunity it provided to gather
more geological and geophysical data to support its quest to
extend its territorial rights. Russia and Norway have lodged
claims for territorial extensions with the continental shelf
commission; marine lawyers expect Canada and Denmark to follow
suit.

The commission, which 1is made up of scientists and legal
experts, 1is responsible for implementing the 1982 UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (Unclos), the Kkey
international agreement in this area.

Unclos gives countries the right to exploit the seabed up to
200 nautical miles offshore, with the option of an extension
if they can prove to the commission that the continental
shelves emanating from their coasts go farther still out to
sea.



States must make these claims for extra miles within 10 years
of applying the treaty, which means Canada has until 2013 and
Denmark until 2014 to launch a case.

The complication with Unclos is Washington’s reluctance — not
for the first time — to submit to UN authority by ratifying a
treaty approved by much of the rest of the world.

Lawyers say this creates a dilemma for the US. While it
retains autonomy by staying out of the treaty, this
potentially limits its seabed claims to the 200-mile limit
allowed it under customary international law.

Politicians in Washington have stepped up a campaign to
persuade the US Congress to embrace Unclos and so ensure that
Washington has a say in the adjudication of Arctic disputes.

President George W. Bush has called on the Senate to ratify
the treaty to “secure US sovereign rights over extensive
marine areas, including the valuable natural resources they
contain”, as well as giving Washington formal negotiating
rights.

But the treaty once rejected by President Ronald Reagan
continues to repel some conservatives, who see it as an
attempt to subordinate US sovereignty to supranational
entities.

Doug Bandow, a former administration official who took part in
negotiations on the treaty on behalf of Mr Reagan, has argued
that it would establish “what looks like a second UN".

Tourists rush for last glimpse of vanishing wilderness

When Russian explorer Artur Chilingarov planted the Russian
flag on the seabed of the North Pole last week he established
Russia as a “great Arctic power” and the Arctic as a great
tourist destination, writes Isabel Gorst in Moscow.

As the globe warms up, tourists are heading north to catch



what might be a last glimpse of what Russians call “the ice
cap of the world”.

Valery Chumakov, the general director of Tour Land, a Moscow-
based travel agency specialising in extreme tourism, said all
cabins on ice-breaker cruises from Spitsbergen to the North
Pole were fully booked this year.

“We have begun taking reservations for the 2008 season,” he
said.

Tour Land’'s two-week icebreaker cruise to the North Pole costs
$21,000 (£10,380, €15,300).

Ten years ago there were 35,000 visitors a year to
Spitsbergen, the largest and most popular of the Arctic
Ocean’s islands, but last year there were 70,000.

Glacial formations cover 60 per cent of the ocean’s five main
islands and 150 small ones, while temperatures tip 6A[JA2C on
average in July.

Mikhail Muravyov, the general director of Ultra Travel, a
Russian tourist agency, said: “Interest in Arctic tours 1is
awakening as the climate warms. We don’t know when the ice
will melt, so people want to seize their chance.”
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Mr. Hans-Gert Pottering, president of the European Parliament
at the opening of the plenary session of the Euromed
parliamentary assembly in Tunis 17 March 2007.

Russia’s Putin, Italy’s Renzi
discuss energy projects: Tass

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Italian Prime Minister
Matteo Renzi discussed possible joint future energy projects
in a phone conversation on Tuesday, the Tass news agency
reported, citing the Kremlin press service.

There were no details on what projects were discussed. Putin
also offered Renzi help dealing with the aftermath of Italy’s
earthquake, Russian news agencies reported.
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Southern Mediterranean offers
‘hope’ for European energy

supply

Parliament has hosted the second Euro-Mediterranean rendez-
vous on energy amid rising energy supply security concerns.

Gilles Pargneaux, a member of parliament’s delegation to the
parliamentary assembly of the union for the Mediterranean,
said the ongoing crisis in Ukraine and the UN climate change
conference taking place in Paris at the end of the year “are
forcing us to rethink the question of energy in Europe”.

Speaking after a conference on strengthening energy ties
between Europe and the countries bordering the Mediterranean,
the French deputy highlighted that “53 per cent of our energy
comes from third countries and six member states depend
entirely on Russian gas imports”.

Yet he added, “if there are concerns linked to the east, there
is hope linked to the South”.

There are currently five projects in the pipeline to share gas
and electricity supplies between southern Europe and northern
Africa, with interconnections being established to 1link
Sicily, Italy and Spain to Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia.

“If there are concerns linked to the east, there is hope
linked to the South” — Gilles Pargneaux

André Merlin, CEO of Medgrid — a consortium of companies which
aims to develop such interconnections — said “an essential
component of the energy union is to create links between
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Europe and southern Mediterranean countries”.

He explained that “the main interest is to export conventional
electricity from Europe to the south and renewables from the
south to Europe”.

Each project will cost between €300m and €900m and is expected
to become profitable by 2020.

They have yet to be included in the commission’s 1list of
projects of common interest, but Merlin said he was still
holding out hope for EU funding.

Jerzy Buzek, chair of parliament’s industry, research and
energy committee recently told the Parliament Magazine how
crucial the energy union is for Europe, explaining that job
creation and growth will come about “only if we are able to
provide secure, affordable and sustainable energy”.

The key, he said, is “a true energy community for Europe
founded on a common energy market, common energy-oriented
research and a common voice for the EU in relations with our
external suppliers”.

The MEP described Maro$ Sefcovi¢, commission vice president in
charge of the energy union, as “the institutional product of
this overarching importance placed on energy policy”. Prior to
Seféovi¢’s nomination, there was no EU official in charge of
the energy union.

Buzek added that this role is vital “not only for the
prosperity of our citizens, but for the wellbeing of the EU at
large”.

The former parliament president stressed that “a truly
interconnected market is the key to more affordable energy,
not only for businesses, but also for citizens” and that it
could be “an excellent exit strategy from the economic
crisis”.
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