What Africans want from COP30
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The upcoming UN Climate Change Conference (COP30) will be the
first to take place in the Amazon, sending a powerful symbolic
message about the central role developing economies must play
in the global response to the climate crisis. But at a time of
geopolitical fragmentation and low trust in multilateralism,
symbolism is not enough. Developing economies must plan and
propel the green transition. Africa 1is no exception.

So far, Africa’s climate narrative has been one of victimhood:
the continent contributes less than 4% of global greenhouse-
gas emissions, but it is highly vulnerable to the effects of
climate change. This disparity fuelled the calls for “climate
justice” that helped to produce ambitious climate-financing
pledges from the industrialised economies at past COPs. But
with those pledges going unfulfilled, and Africa’s climate-
finance needs rising fast, moral appeals are clearly not
enough.
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A shift to a more strategy-oriented discourse is already
underway. The Second Africa Climate Summit (ACS2), which took
place in Addis Ababa last month, positioned the continent as a
united actor capable of shaping global climate negotiations.
It also produced several initiatives, such as the Africa
Climate Innovation Compact and the African Climate Facility,
that promise to strengthen Africa’s position in efforts to
ensure a sustainable future.

Instead of continuing to wait for aid, Africa is now seeking
to attract investment in its green transition, not because
rich countries “owe” Africans — though they do — but rather
because Africa can help the world tackle climate change. But
success will require progress on four fronts, all of which
will be addressed at COP30.

The first is the cost of capital. Because systemic bias is
embedded in credit-rating methodologies and global prudential
rules, African countries face the world’s highest borrowing
costs. This deters private capital, without which climate
finance cannot flow at scale. While multilateral development
banks (MDBs) can help to bridge the gap, they typically favour
loans — which increase African countries’ already-formidable
debt burdens — rather than grants.

At COP29, developed economies agreed to raise “at least”
$300bn per year for developing-country climate action by 2035,
as part of a wider goal for all actors to mobilise at least
$1.3tn per year. If these targets are to be reached, however,
systemic reform is essential. This includes changes to MDB
governance, so that African countries have a greater voice,
and increased grant-based financing. Reform also must include
recognition of African financial institutions with preferred
creditor status, and the cultivation of a new Africa-led
financial architecture that lowers the cost of capital.

The second area where progress 1is essential 1is carbon markets.
Despite its huge potential for nature-based climate solutions,



Africa captures only 16% of the global carbon-credit market.
Moreover, the projects are largely underregulated and poorly
priced, with limited community involvement. Africa is now at
risk of falling into a familiar trap: supplying cheap offsets
for external actors’ emissions, while reaping few benefits for
its people.

While some African countries are developing their own carbon-
market regulations, a fragmented system will have limited
impact. What Africa needs 1is an integrated carbon market,
regulated by Africans, to ensure the quality of projects, set
fair prices, and channel revenues toward local development
priorities, including conservation, renewable energy, and
resilient agriculture. This system should be linked with
Article 6 of the Paris climate agreement, which aims to
facilitate the voluntary trading of carbon credits among
countries.

The third imperative for Africa at COP30 is to redefine
adaptation. Rather than treating it primarily as a
humanitarian project, governments must integrate adaptation
into their industrial policies. After all, investment in
climate-resilient agriculture, infrastructure, and water
systems generates jobs, fosters innovation, and spurs market
integration.

By linking adaptation to industrialisation, Africa can
continue what it started at ACS2, shifting the narrative from
vulnerability to value creation. Africa should push for this
approach to be reflected in the indicators for the Global Goal
on Adaptation, which are set to be finalised at COP30. The
continent’s leaders should also call for adaptation finance to
be integrated into broader trade and technology frameworks.

The final priority area for Africa at COP30 1is critical
minerals. Africa possesses roughly 85% of the world’s
manganese, 80% of its platinum and chromium, 47% of its
cobalt, 21% of its graphite, and 6% of its copper. In 2022,



the Democratic Republic of the Congo alone accounted for over
70% of global cobalt production.

But Africa knows all too well that natural-resource wealth
does not necessarily translate into economic growth and
development. Only by building value chains on the continent
can Africa avoid the “resource curse” and ensure that its
critical-mineral wealth generates local jobs and industries.
This imperative must be reflected in discussions within the
Just Transition Work Programme at COP30.

These four priorities are linked by a deeper philosophical
imperative. The extractive logic of the past — in which
industrialisation depended on exploitation and destruction —
must give way to a more holistic, just, and balanced approach,
which recognises that humans belong to nature, not the other
way around. Africa can help to lead this shift, beginning at
COP30.

The barriers to progress are formidable. China likes to tout
South-South solidarity, but it does not necessarily put its
money where its mouth is. The European Union is struggling to
reconcile competing priorities and cope with political
volatility. The US will not attend COP30 at all, potentially
emboldening others to resist ambitious action. If consensus
proves elusive, parties might pursue “mini-lateral” deals,
which sideline Africa.

When it comes to the green transition, Africa’s interests are
everyone’s interests. If the continent is locked into poverty
and fossil-fuel dependency, global temperatures will continue
to rise rapidly. But if Africa is empowered to achieve green
industrialisation, the rest of the world will gain a critical
ally in the fight for a sustainable future. — Project
Syndicate

= Carlos Lopes, COP30 Special Envoy for Africa, is Chair
of the African Climate Foundation Board and a professor



at the Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance at the
University of Cape Town.

Baroudi congratulates
Lebanese government on
boundary deal with Cyprus

The decision of the Council of Ministers to approve Lebanon’s
maritime boundary agreement (MBA) with Cyprus 1is a genuine
tour de force, a feather in the cap for President Joseph Aoun
and his government.

This step caps a process that was unnecessarily delayed for
almost two decades, but that only makes this achievement more
gratifying.

Having settled maritime boundaries is crucial right now
because of the opportunities it opens up. The agreement makes
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Lebanon much more attractive to the major international
partners it needs to develop its nascent offshore oil and gas
sector. If and when that sector reaches even a small fraction
of its potential, the benefits should flow to virtually every
corner of the Lebanese economy, so everyone in the country
should really celebrate this.

As if to punctuate the moment, the Council of Ministers also
awarded the rights to a key offshore area, Block 8, to a
reputable international consortium consisting of France’s
TotalEnergies, Italy’s ENI, and Qatar’s QatarEnergy.

Together, these moves help to pave the road toward a future in
which Lebanon becomes an energy producer and exporter, adding
unprecedented momentum to an economy that desperately needs
it.

These are both major milestones, and the government — along
with President Joseph Aoun, whose own leadership on the border
deal was crucial to initiating the negotiations — deserves
plenty of credit.

The important part now is the follow-up. The government still
needs to implement a long list of reforms, invest in capacity
building, and retain competent personnel and managers to
steward and safeguard the country’s offshore resources. It
also will need to do its homework on how best to nurture that
offshore business.

There is so much to be done — but so much to be claimed by
doing it! Getting the MBL with Cyprus finalized was at the top
of the list, and resolving Block 8 was not far down, so the
government deserves congratulations for both.

And since I mentioned nurturing, I also take this opportunity
to propose that the Lebanese government immediately invite its
Cypriot counterpart to negotiate another crucial deal: a joint
development agreement, or JDA, which would govern the sharing
of any oil and/or gas resources which straddle their border at



sea. Setting up a JDA now would not only prevent possible
delays in the future — it also would make both countries’
offshore energy sectors even more attractive to investors.

‘The madness has to end’:

Long-time promoter of
dialogue says ‘decent
nations'’ must ‘finally’
punish Israel for

‘indefensible outrage’ 1in
Doha
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Israel’s strike on a residential building In Doha on Tuesday
was a “cowardly, treacherous act of war” that “cries out” for
stronger efforts to end the war, a prominent Lebanese
expatriate said in a statement after explosions rocked the
Qatari capital.

“This is an indefensible outrage, an unprovoked attack on a



country that has done nothing but try to reduce tensions and
help the region regain some semblance of stability,” said
Roudi Baroudi, a high-profile executive, author, and energy
expert who has spent years advocating for dialogue, diplomacy,
and peaceful development across the Mena region.

“This country and its government have done everything possible
to help end Israel’s continuing wars, mediating ceasefire
talks since the beginning of the conflict in Gaza, also
helping to end the brief but exceedingly dangerous clash
between Israel and Iran, and using its good offices to reduce
tensions on several other fronts as well. Qatar’s leaders and
diplomats have worked tirelessly, arranging several possible
off-ramps that would not only have helped to spare the
Palestinian and other peoples, but also to give Israel a way
out of the corner its prime minister has painted it into. The
Israelis should be thanking Qatar for having played such a
diplomatic constructive and selfless role,” he added.

“Instead, today, the Netanyahu government has carried out a
cowardly, treacherous attack that cries out for the
international community to finally step in and apply all the
pressure at its disposal. History will not look kindly on a
government that clearly seeks to prolong the war — and the
suffering of the Palestinians and others — for no other reason
than to keep itself in power . Those who fail to stand for the
defenseless civilians who continue to die under Israeli
bombardment and blockade will not escape the same historical
judgment.”

“The madness has to end, and for that to happen, all states
with any influence over Israel have to use it,” Baroudi
stated. “It must be made unequivocally clear that no state can
conduct itself in this manner without inviting a swift and



painful response from the decent nations of this Earth: stop
arming it, stop protecting it, stop funding it, stop trading
with it — stop everything unless and until it starts behaving
itself.” We need peace for all.

sl Sl Ll wl 09,
solas £sis s oo sLidls
cbislas sl go Llgrexy o 45 L]l


https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%af%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%83%d9%87%d8%b1%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%a1-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ba%d8%a7%d8%b2-%d9%85%d9%86-%d9%82%d8%a8%d8%b1/
https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%af%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%83%d9%87%d8%b1%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%a1-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ba%d8%a7%d8%b2-%d9%85%d9%86-%d9%82%d8%a8%d8%b1/
https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%af%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%83%d9%87%d8%b1%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%a1-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ba%d8%a7%d8%b2-%d9%85%d9%86-%d9%82%d8%a8%d8%b1/
https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%af%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%83%d9%87%d8%b1%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%a1-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ba%d8%a7%d8%b2-%d9%85%d9%86-%d9%82%d8%a8%d8%b1/

ARTISTIC MAP
ILLUSTRATION OF CYPRUS BLOCK 6

GAS & ELECTRICITY PLAY
_mc_iqg_.;.e.i
0 H,ovassmxus
: +120KM
CYPRUS /, /" $120KM

Block 6 LEBANUN
A ﬂEIEtUT
Block 11 / I .

el x\\h ;I/
e £ ”“DD'IE/_/ mur /%

~—

Distance between ]

Block 6 & Zohr FIDHIRt v 96};':1, TKM \} \
" acili \ -
is 60km ; -\\\\LE‘JIATHLH ." - !/__1
: \.\\‘. | Ve : {
220KM A ISRAEL [ --{.
e EGYPT % ASHKELON '
{ iE:(\IuG ‘DAMIETTA < PORFSAIB- R(SH ’
5 LNG ._ To Arab Gas
ELECTRICITY & GAS STUDIES, R. BARDUDI JULY 2025 | Plpa![ne (AGP)

50 0id 255 guw sk JU w8 dwesnill as Lilll oYl gaus
io e at s i Lwl wdYo 09 6l s> 5 lasd| auyspend| pui, oLl
o]l g @Ml osbs olxi puoades s S el ok sl
SN RN Ty SUYSISH PRNTLU | RN NSO | R | ) v R PSR EN )
aoggord |l s, wals 289 gl ] prd o s LSl Llmuwl gse
i Lo oo 57 a5 Wl s ge wlbs 6oLl osm aws Ll

 Egiogol

8,0Lo e o9, woey wdeodl @ Wl s sl gLadl lan L9
130 go bob> oL wosill wszs 1727 S50 i Liillg cuopnall guys I
Joo o L) U ,eSUl guo i dogo OMai| abis by, Lucl goill
s o U ossbidl om ols ssic sie Lise almitwall glhall aojl
o sl o a ]l s9amdl puwys ologlie @litiwl ge oMYl

Wl wle 9 098 g dl ansls o3dl Leadl ode oo, L sl LS



Sageig obad¥l e 8L o axs ol ayelgl o lLuicly JSS
o Lol guiblgal) anclaizyl ol jaall.

150 5 L olind g paiiw sshadl o3 ol oJ]l ool walsg
ole gaole ol ple azy logw Yo 8o3mio J>l o G99 blgliuo 300,
oo omimed |l LIl o sLeSdl gl b wud o lLoaue iSVYI
S go S o gl wsi oS Jax aels a x| Lglsa> ENI &
TOTAL ENERGIES Y adgiio Llawlis a8l olao gysis e Lo
T osew et g Ji> o8 sey Yo pad o8 el Jaxdl oly Legw
o9 bxeized | dli) aliles osSiw glozmiwyl aalS ol usy Lo elS
L Lo dons, aalS by gpmed| JaxJl.

werd 9 sLeSdl gy g, puibme D929 | soeu L wals
9 o3Yls dowlands LGY g lanla>] Vassilikodswlosnd o
cLeSdl 0eo oo bloliuo 1600 o lai aydlaz] 6,08s .ued L
o3d go 60 LeiwYl gl oSy JUIL s dmeid ! ad Uadl yo amiioll
S J5 1 0sSaw aalSIl ol Lroge Leale 8191l piy aalS, a5 Wl
Juioll pladl pud To loue olind ¥ amiied! sbL Sl aalS ;e
sl oSl zlisY amdl Ldgis go omimed | Ll plaziwly
6 a5, Jolidl LoywYs.

eyl bVl gess elwyl s Lldl aesSadl oIl sasly
awl o sl lig wrd oo sLgSdl Lloziwl oliy glhal) aparhiclly
dbro o wady Lozl asls L Lae¥l o U aslaidl sea
Vassiliko Jwlss ol ole 2026 6 LIl Loaas oidl dbxedl o
w9 Lol oo e Joaxl]) ajemd | aSlid U e by ) aucluwe ol
o3 ol dbne s 0 Ly ize o dbme sk of WS LS
ela ]l ashio.

Lo 'blogliye WYT 5 gii’s go,ud


https://euromenaenergy.com/%d9%82%d8%a8%d8%b1%d8%b5-%d8%aa%d9%8f%d9%86%d8%aa%d8%ac-5-%d8%a2%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%81-%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%ba%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%a7%d8%b7-%d9%85%d8%a7-%d8%ad%d8%b5%d9%91%d8%a9-%d9%84%d8%a8%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%86/

pis 2gm lgilaagis avio¥l cbiamdl gy wle -ay S el
i obaas¥l ol alall oy xid gs—t @lje> sloasdl ay geaxll
il LessS oo Ml gei’s ol Lole oo widl awmes awdl
s> LIl 9 00575 aesd 5 ssn Y g9 v lig VI Tas (J] Leilosl
go & Jhiss Y| sais o 'siedl Gxgd) dew, ]l wids, go @ iS4
oYl e Juww o9 ogleid]l oL ol oJ]l wi bVl vl a5k

ol gy, leiiwy!l g lindlg g Lais Yl

woSai  wwemddl oouli ge l,zrl il 6heied| a5 Loglio cuuds
Ldodl sow o Liwgins o] 60391 dwoupdl as L W wosdgosiw 4>
el oo bJL ol Jes oJ] aiisdl apclus ole oo Ll
Slas ges "ole’s Vs 5S35 Lo ke asg,me oo b olowY olgiw el
wlo o wiaill wladl 9 S p"aas guasi o oMWYl s, Ll Al
Josdly gl o axdl Seaxdl s Joo oleglaadl JlaSiwl
ol el Al B awbon ase o] )] i lodl L ole
oVl gusis o8 e T ool Jus ] go dsaxdl ppwys §las| Ll

winS juol dblwg, 2022 ple

o Lol olus,dl Lo oo widl saussdl oS5 o) sshad] ose oSU


https://euromenaenergy.com/%d9%82%d8%a8%d8%b1%d8%b5-%d8%aa%d9%8f%d9%86%d8%aa%d8%ac-5-%d8%a2%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%81-%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%ba%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%a7%d8%b7-%d9%85%d8%a7-%d8%ad%d8%b5%d9%91%d8%a9-%d9%84%d8%a8%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%86/

"3 it gosnun s w1 b ool L Lsis slid oo gmesills
alo o8 Ls slgSIL ol gl oundl oo o LS
5932 amwly wlhiy bl ol eb, ole oLl s L)l as Uadl

iliaoll LYl (8 oo o] word iss 95 Josws Llaiil o9 5]
Y snins ol g asmed ] ssandl ey s> ol Liad | JLeSiwY
odosmadl slady s s,LI $Taedl 9> oledly asWJl s
woill bl dey Lo oy a8 W]l glhsy girizelly gusow, ]l
Loliss gopiall oliies wle eWbVls .eleSIL olod suep

Lae LS

Jlwe v >0 so9,bL

agro’ 39 goawdly as Wdl posin 9 ool asdl iy S pgmt 59
wiodl b oo 35l wass obiils o8 "pudbYl ae so Ll aS
oo 800l oL wamsill oszs” ole "ay S sell“ e sains mesadll
cL,eSdl guo G Lluo o8 83%4> 6obs” Ll |uise “Juwall I
almituet | glaadl ao3¥ arsspadl Joladl susss WIUdUs geas Lol

Sogac Jlob

ol our Jais  |iesleS 160.9 a5 luo® of oJ] oLl o8 wi’ys
e lwe Jole s9p9 pualdl g W]l oall e Jay Ly b
i o] o coudl ode g'min oadl 3Vl Joledls Leg el | 3pais 9
gii sUeS zli] dbhme leyod pyud ol 8,0Ladl o3d oo 85L8YI
SV smg Vassilikoss gli| dbxe leyod S Jewlends LGLY ou
oYl T3 9 083 maxdls wwedLis Jswlor] o s MY le
o Lois blolino 4005 YT 5 Joley poaid b Lesdl gLyl ol
Eooxe oo olind Lo 2" gjiw il aeSdl Y wio pslrall .t pos

eloYl T

Logo dwopmall 6_0Ladl wopidl wsze” oo auS Ll I gl
dogSod | &'ig 3o wley Uo"oiiw widl sl eSdl auaS o LS
o a"aindl Leade s po @8 el L loziwl oo ole ans Ll
tlioy a>lodl blogluSIl guui s oY aba LIl Ll ziwYl  aals
awl J> o9 ooit wigill wmu @b, limg w Liw 405 35 o ol i
o] ole an Yl & Wity gosial] axanls L1,8Y1 go 9]l

Maio s el s STl glad ol Jo 9 af by Lay



i)l g cauolaisl seaz awl,o slag]l oley aedYl o dJ3J”
olely gra b 9 oo Lol wmind | as s 6,0 Lo ol gamii 8900 wle
w9 paal) aesSdl o le Tl omis sLoeSdl e ans lo] s
slo sU STl puud Lo"gjuw dbmo sl go wdiilds wméoledl odn

.g)le_g y-u i ¥ "4_0_1534_1_0.5

wrsd o9 a5 lhl) Vassilikoss dbze o Lol b 0all o9

Qatar deserves global thanks
— and a whole lot more

Most of the world is watching and waiting, hoping and/or
praying that a hastily arranged ceasefire between Israel and
Iran will hold. If it does, there will be sighs of relief
virtually everywhere; if it does not, the State of Qatar
should still be considered for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Yes, you read that correctly: even if the ceasefire that it
helped to secure falls apart, Qatar should be considered for
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what many regard as the most prestigious prize on Earth.

I believe this because peace is more important than any other
cause on Earth, and pound-for-pound, no country does more than
Qatar to promote peace. Peace 1s more than a photo
opportunity, more than a process that often allows
belligerents to let their guns fall silent, more even than the
gratitude of those whose lives and livelihoods are spared. It
also serves other useful purposes, too, including as a
commodity that promotes stronger growth and better
socioeconomic development, and frees up resources for
investment in education, healthcare, and transport
infrastructure. Accordingly, achieving peace means more than
simply not being at war: it means having the chance to better
one’s own situation by leaps and bounds. By extension, anyone
who provides such a chance to anyone else deserves deep
admiration.

By this measurement alone, Qatar’s case for a Nobel is rock-
solid — and has been for years, long before the world’s most
powerful county asked it to obtain Iranian consent to a
ceasefire. A quick glance at Qatar’s track record reveals a



foreign policy focused almost entirely on the peaceful
resolution of differences. Over the past quarter-century,
Qatari diplomacy has helped to resolve or mitigate multiple
crises, disputes, and conflicts in too many places to count,
including Afghanistan, Darfur, Gaza, Eritrea, Iraq, Lebanon,
Russia and Ukraine, Sudan and South Sudan, and Yemen. These
feats have included the winding down of one all-out civil war
and the prevention of another, the brokering of several
exchanges involving thousands of prisoners/hostages, the
securing of temporary cease-fires, the resolution of dangerous
constitutional deadlocks, and — most importantly - the
kindling of hope in the hearts of millions.

Not surprisingly, Qatar’s diplomatic corps 1is almost
constantly and relentlessly engaged in one form or another of
peacemaking. It does not always succeed, but its investments -
both political and financial — in this mission pay dividends
in other ways, too. Repeated successes are their own reward,
but even “failure” both raises Qatar’s profile and reaffirms
its commitment to dialogue and peace. In addition, both the
leadership and the professional diplomats learn important
lessons from each and every engagement, making Qatari
intervention increasingly effective over time. Just as
importantly, this increasing effectiveness contributes to
Qatar’s growing reputation as an honest and capable broker,
and that perception gives it still more influence, leverage,
and flexibility going forward.

There are critics, of course. Many American officials, for
instance, have criticised Doha for maintaining friendly
relations with entities such as Hamas, the Taliban, and,
indeed, the Islamic Republic of Iran. But when Washington and
Paris wanted to end the presidential vacuum in Beirut, they
turned to Qatar and other brotherly nations, which then helped
to gain the acquiescence of Iran and Hezbollah. When
Washington wanted to negotiate the release of Israeli soldiers
and civilians held in Gaza, it was Qatar that made it happen.



When the first Trump administration wanted a negotiated exit
from Afghanistan, it was Doha that made the contacts and
hosted the talks. And when the current Trump administration
decided it was time for Israel and Iran to end hostilities, it
was the Qataris who delivered the Iranians — and this despite
the fact that Iran had just retaliated against US air strikes
by lobbing missiles at a US air base inside Qatar!

In effect, the peninsula is now a platform for peace
promotion, and not by accident. As impressive as they are,
even Qatar’'s obvious enthusiasm and evident aptitude for
dialogue and diplomacy cannot account for the unprecedentedly
large role it has come to play on the world stage.

Instead, today’s Qatar 1is the product of a bold strategy
rooted in both purpose and principle. Led by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, the country’s entire
leadership views respect for international law and the
maintenance of international peace and stability as
existential objectives for Qatar and its population.

The Amir inherited some of this strategy from his father, but
he has expansively built on it, adding both breadth of vision
and depth of commitment. Even — and perhaps especially — when
this approach has carried dire risks, His Highness the Amir
has refused to waver, and his steadfast pursuit of fraternal
relations among nation-states has continued. That resolve has
been noted by state and non-state actors alike, and some
former antagonists have even come to embrace and even emulate
much of the Qatari approach.

That's why Qatar deserves the Nobel Peace Prize. Not because
it helped end a war between Iran and Israel, but because no
other country is so singularly dedicated to peace. It’'s the
ideas behind 1its actions that make them special: that a
country should not only refrain from seeking out conflict,
should not only keenly avoid conflict unless necessary, but
should also actively seek to prevent, shorten, and/or mitigate



conflict among other countries as well.

What could be more noble — and therefore more Nobel-worthy —
than that?

 Roudi Baroudi is an energy and policy expert with more
than four decades of experience in both the private and
public sectors. The author of several books, he
currently serves as CEO of Energy and Environment
Holding, an independent consultancy based 1in Doha.
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Teppatiotel n 20YKpovon
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AN K1vdUVOoU yla T1G EMIMTWOELC TOL Ba €Xel 0 MOAEMOC METAED
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IopaAA kol Ipdv, o€ OAO TOV KOOMO OTEAVEL 0 €101KOC avaAvThcg
ot gvepyelakd Povvti Mmapovvti. e ocvvodlAila mov eiyoaue pali
TOV ME a@opun dpBpo TOL MOL dnuocievtTnke otouvg Gulf Times. O
K. MmopoUvttl €0T1AlEl OT1C EVEPYELOKEG EMIMIWOELG ONUELWVOVTAC
0Tl «Ta amoBféuata apyov metpeAaiov Kat @uolkov aepiov Tou Ipadv

glvatl, avtiotoilya, ta devtepa kKal TPiTA UEYAAVTEPA OTOV KOGUO.
Evw Tto IopanA €xel €&nyfo€tl OT1 Ol VTMOTIOEUEVEC TIUPNVIKEC
dpaotnpldéTnTEC TOL IpPdv WG TOV AdYO.

yla Ttov omoio &ekivnoe TOvV TMOAEUYO, Ol €MIOECELC TOL £€XOLV
emikevtpwOel emiong oti¢ vnodouég metpeAaiov KAl QUOLKOU
ageplov tovu Ipdv. MéEvte amd Ta e€vveEa peEYAAa HilvAircthApla
netpeAaiov tov Ipdv eiyxav mAnyel ka1 tebel ektd¢ Agrtouvpylacg,
Mal{ pE amoBAKEC Kal AAAEC E€YKATACTACELG, €VW Ol 10PANALVEC
duvaueilc mpokdAeocav emniong¢ gl TEPACTIA TMUPKAYld O0TO KoilTtaoua
@Lo1koU aepiov South Pars, to omoio to Ipdv polpdletal PE TO
Katdp — ka1 to omoilo mepiExel oxedbdv 1600 QUOIKO aéplo 600 OAQ
Ta dAAx yvwotd media @uoikoL agpiov otn I'n. Emiong ol 1pavikég
EM1OE0e1¢ evavtiov TOL 1opanAivol OLYKPOTAMATOC O1VAloTnpiwv
otn Xdipa odrnynoav o6Tto KAE{O1HO OPKETWY LMEPAKTIWY TAATPOPUWY,
MELOVOVTIAGC TEPALTEPW TNV TEPLPEPELAKA TAPAYWYN
vbpoyovavepdKkwv» .

0 K.MmopoUvTl €KT1Ud 0Tl n Koatdotoon propel va emideitvwbei. «H
Kataotpogd 1 n drakomA tNG 1kavotTntag tou Ipdv va €Edyel, va
enegepydletat, va dravéuer kKol va €Eayel vdpoyovdvOpakec 6Oa
npokaAovoe TeEPAoTlIA TPORBAAUATA OTO EOWTEPLKO KAl Ba aoKoUOoE
avodikf mieon oT1¢ TlWEC mMAVTIOU, AV KOl O TMAYKOOU10G
avtiktumnog¢ Ba Atav mibaviétata draxeipiolpog. H katdotaon Oa
ATav TMOAD TI10 avnouXNTlKA €4V 01 10pANA1VEC EMIOECELC EMANTTOV
TNV meploxn Mmavtdp Aumdc. Avtd 6a UMOPOVOE VA TMPOKAAEGEL TNV
EKTOEEVON TWVY TLUWV TOL QUOLKOU agpiov — KAl GAAWY HOPQWV
EVEPYELOG — OT1C TMAYKOOULEC ayopEC», Tovilet.

Ai{vel pdAlota peyaAn €ugaocn ota otevd tov Oppovl KaBWC ouvdéet
APKETOUC AAAOULUGC amd TOUC TM10 TMUPAYWY1KOUC TAPAYWYOUC
netpeAaiov kalt LNG otov KOGHO — ouumeplAauBavopEévwy tov Ipdk,



tov KouBéit, Ttov Katdp kol tnC XaouvdikAC ApaBioac — pe TOULC
MEAATEC TOUG 6TO €EWTEPLKO.

«QCc oamotéAecpa, KaBe pépa, mepimov TO €va TETAPTO TWV
MOYKOOU1WY avayKwv o€ apyd metpéAalo kot LNG eE€pyetat amd Ttov
KOATo péow Ttou OppoUl, KOO1OTWVTIAGC TOV TO TM1O0 OTPATNY LKA
OnNMOVT1KO onueio ovpgdépnong Tng €moYAG poG. Edv avtn n pon
otauatAcel } akéun kol smiBpaduvOel onuavIikd, Ol OCUVEMELEC Oa
uTopovoav va €{val KOTACTPOPLKEG yla MEYAAO HEPOC TOL KOOUOU.
Av kKatlt ol meploodteEPEC amd AUTEC T1C €EaywyEC OLVAOWG
npoopifovtal yia T1¢ ayopéc tn¢ Aciag, akOun Kal pia oVvTOuN
neiwon touv dlraBéoipov metTpeAaiov Kal @QULUOIKOU agpiov Ha
MTIOPOVOE VO EKTIVAEEL T1C T1PEC TOL apyoL meTpeAaiov, mouv emt
Tov mnoapdévitog €ivatl Aiyo mdvw amd 70 doAdplra 1o BapéAl, mMAvw
and ta 100 A akOpa kKot ta 120 HdoAdpia cvvTopa. Av Plo TETOlX
kpion €@odiacpod dilapkovOE yla KAMO10 XPOV1IKO didotnua, n
noykéopia oilkovouia Oa eloepydtav oe ayxoaptoypdenta €dagpn. 0yt
MOvo 01 vUTEPPOALKA LVYNAEC TLUEG €vEPYELOC Oa TPoKaAoLoAV
av&non Tov MANBWP1OoMOV OE OAOULC TOLG TOUElC, aAAAA ol eAAeiyerg
Kovolpwvy Ba pmopovoav emniong va mapaAloovv £M1XELPACELC KABE
HEYEBOULC Kal €1douvg. Metagopéc kol petamoinon, emneepyacia
TPoP{MwY KAl 1aTPlKA £pevva, Tapaywyn €vEpyelacg, OEpupoavon Kot
YOEN O1K1OKWY OUCKELWY, oKOun Kot to 1610 TOo AradikTvo: OAX
0ca €€apTRVIAl amd TNV €véEpyela Ba umopovoav va emnifpaduvvOoiv
o€ M1KpO PBabud. Mia maykdéouira vVeeon oxeddév oiyovpa 6O«
aKoAovBovoe, Kol Oegdbopuévov TOV TPEYXOVIOG EMTMOPLKOD
nep1BAAAOVTOG, ovLTO Oa umopovoe va odnyNoel O€ Hla AKOWN
MeydAn Yoeon».

0 K. Mnapovvtl KATAAAYEL OT1 n mMiéavétTnTa TAYKOOHU10C
OlLKOVOM1KAC KOTAOCTPOPAC — Y10 VO HNV AVUPEPOVME TOUC
O01KOAOY1KOUC K1vdOvoug Kol TOovG Klvdivoug yia tn dnudora vyeia
OV TPOKXAOUV 01 dl1appoég metpeAaiov, TMLPNVIKWY VALKV A Kal
AAAWY TOE1vwv oTto mMEPLBAAAOY — amAd bev eivatr €vag kivduvocg
MOV 01 TMEPLOCOTEPOL £Eumvol dAvOpwmol OEAoOULY va Blwoovv.

«Emopévwg, apudélelr oe 6oovg £xouv TN dVvaun va aAAdEouvv TNV
Katdotaon va kKdvouv 6,Tl1 dmopovv yla va teppaticouvv TN



oUyKpovon TPOTOV To KOGTOC tNG yivel peyaAvtepo amd 6co umopetl
va ovTEEEL pla €0BpovoTN TOYKOOU1A O1KOvOouio»

Israel-Iran war needs to stop
before we all get burned
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The long-feared war between Israel and Iran is now fully under
way, and the repercussions threaten to include significant
disruptions — not just for the two belligerents, but also for
economies, peoples, and governments around the world.

To understand how and why an armed conflict between two
regional powers could have such a widespread impact, start by
considering the following:



1. Iran’s reserves of crude oil and natural gas are,
respectively, the second- and third-largest in the world;

2. While Israel has posited Iran’s alleged nuclear activities
as its reason for going to war, its strikes have also focused
on Iran’s oil and gas infrastructure;

3. At the time of this writing, five of Iran’s nine major oil
refineries had been hit and knocked out of service, along with
storage depots and other facilities;

4. Israeli forces also started a huge fire at the South Pars
gas field, which Iran shares with Qatar — and which holds
almost as much gas as all of the other known gas fields on
Earth.

5. For good measure, Iranian strikes against the Israeli
refinery complex at Haifa have led to the shutdown of several
offshore platforms, further crimping regional hydrocarbon
output;

Now consider that it gets worse. The destruction or shutdown
of Iran’s ability to extract, process, distribute, and export
hydrocarbons would cause tremendous problems at home, and put
upward pressure on prices everywhere, although the global
impact would likely be manageable. The situation would be far
more disruptive if Israeli attacks hit Bandar Abbas area. That
could cause prices for gas — and other forms of energy — to
soar on world markets.

And yet even this is not the greatest peril threatened by this
war. That desultory honour goes to the possibility that
traffic could be disrupted in the Strait of Hormuz, the
relatively narrow channel that connects the Gulf to the open
ocean. The passage 1is only 40 kilometres at its narrowest
spot, wending for over 150 kilometres between Oman and the
United Arab Emirates, to the west and south, and Iran’s
Hormozgan Province to the east and north. Hormozgan is also
home to the famous port city of Bandar Abbas, which hosts a



giant oil and petrochemical complex that has already been
struck at least once by Israeli forces.

What really matters for our purposes is that Hormuz also
connects several other of the world’s most prolific oil and
LNG producers — including Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, and Saudi
Arabia — to their overseas clients. As a result, every day,
about a quarter of the world’s crude oil and LNG requirements
exit the Gulf through Hormuz, making it the most strategically
important chokepoint of our times. If this flow were halted or
even significantly slowed, the consequences could be
disastrous for much of the world. Although most of these
exports are typically bound for markets in Asia, even a brief
reduction in available oil and gas could send crude prices,
currently a little more than $70 a barrel, shooting past $100
or even $120 in short order.

If such a supply crisis lasted any length of time, the global
economy would enter uncharted territory. Not only would sky-
high energy prices cause inflation to rise across the board,
but fuel shortages could also be expected to cripple
businesses of every size and sort. Transport and
manufacturing, food processing and medical research, power
generation, household heating and cooling, even the Internet
itself: everything that depends on energy could slow to a
trickle. A global recession would almost certainly ensue, and
given the current trade environment, that might lead to
another Great Depression.

So what might cause such an interruption? There are several
possibilities, including the accidental sinking or crippling
of a supertanker or two in just the right (i.e., wrong)
place(s). Even if one or more accidents did not make Hormuz
physically impassable, they could make insurance rates
prohibitively expensive, causing many would-be off-loaders to
decide against hazarding their ships amid the crossfire.
Alternatively, Iran could decide to close the strait in order
to punish the “international community” in general, for not



doing enough to rein in the Israelis.

Whatever the rationale, the potential for global economic ruin
— not to mention the ecological and public health risks posed
by leaks of o0il, nuclear materials, and/or other toxins into
the environment — is simply not a risk that most intelligent
people want to run. It therefore behooves those with the power
to change the situation to do everything they can to end the
conflict before its costs become more than a fragile world
economy can bear.

Another is how to get Iran to behave itself, and that, too,
shapes up as a difficult task. The Islamic Republic has spent
most of the past half-century seeking to undermine US and
Israeli influence over the region, and its substantial
investments in proxy militias abroad and its own military at
home may be skewing high-level decision-making. As the saying
goes, when all you have is hammer, everything starts to look
like a nail.

Despite these obstacles, it remains a fact that war is almost
never preferable to negotiation. Iran and Israel agree on very
little, their objectives are often in direct opposition to one
another, and each views the other as a murderous and
illegitimate state. Nonetheless, whether they realise it or
not, both sides have a vested interest in ending the current
conflict. Given the massive disparities in their respective
strengths and weaknesses, this conflict could turn into a
long-term bloodletting in which the value of anything achieved
will be far outstripped by the cost in blood and treasure.

But who will get the two sides to so much as consider
diplomacy when both of them are increasingly committed to
confrontation? Although several world leaders have offered to
act as mediators, the belligerents don’t trust very many of
the same people. To my mind, this opens a door for Qatar,
which has worked assiduously to maintain relations with all
parties — and which already has a highly impressive record as



a peacemaker — to step up in some capacity.

Whether it provides a venue for direct talks, a diplomatic
backchannel for exchanging messages, or some other method,
Doha has proved before that it can be a stable platform and a
powerful advocate for peaceful negotiations. Let us hope it
can do so again.

= Roudi Baroudi is a four-decade veteran of the oil and
gas industry who currently serves as CEO of Energy and
Environment Holding, an independent consultancy based in
Doha.

‘THE POSSIBILITIES ARE
ENDLESS ' : ENERGY EXPERT
LAUNCHES NEW BOOK ON
RESOLVING MARITIME BOUNDARIES
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ZOUK MOSBEH, 23-04-2025: Energy expert Roudi Baroudi signed
copies of his latest book during a launch event at Notre Dame
University — Louaize on Wednesday.

The book, “Settling Maritime Boundaries in the Eastern
Mediterranean: Who Will Be Next?”, is part of Baroudi’s years-
long effort to promote regional energy cooperation. In it, the
author makes the case that if East Med countries are serious
about exploiting their offshore hydrocarbons, they need to
settle their maritime borders in order to attract the major
energy companies whose technical and financial muscle are
virtual prerequisites for undersea oil and gas activities.



Co-hosted by the Office of NDU Publications (which published
the book) and the university’s Office of Research and Graduate
Studies, the signing event took place at NDU’s Pierre Abou
Khater Auditorium. All proceeds from sales of the book will go
toward Student Financial Aid at NDU.

Inspired by the landmark US-brokered October 2022 agreement
that saw Lebanon settle most of its maritime boundary with old
foe Israel, the new tome stresses the need to define other
East Med borders as well, including those between Lebanon and
Cyprus, Lebanon and Syria, Syria and Cyprus, Cyprus and
Turkey, and Turkey and Greece.

Publication was delayed by the outbreak of the Gaza war in
October 2023, but the author says that conflict — which also
led to massive destruction and loss of life in Lebanon — only
underlines the need for regional players to find a new modus
vivendi.


https://euromenaenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/IMG-20250423-WA0127.jpg

“We can’t keep doing the same things over and over again, and
then expecting a different outcome,” Baroudi said during the
NDU event. “For the first time in many years, all of Lebanon’s
branches of government — Parliament, Cabinet, and Presidency —
are fully functional. We have to start thinking of ways to
reduce the scope for friction, to open the way for foreign
investment, and hopefully start producing offshore gas.”

“Almost all of Lebanon’s energy needs are met by imported
hydrocarbons; imagine if we discover enough gas to provide
24/7 electricity to all Lebanese,” he added. “And what if we
had enough to start exporting it, too? Lebanon’s coast is less
than 100 kilometers from Cypriot waters: this means that once
the island and its partners have built a pipeline and/or a
liquified natural gas plant, Lebanese gas could flow straight
into the entire European Union, one of the world’s largest
energy markets. The possibilities are endless. And now imagine
all of the countries of the region having similar prospects —
just because they finally got around to figuring out where
their national waters begin and end.”

In addition to the manifold benefits of energy security and
lucrative export revenues to fund domestic investment 1in
things like education, healthcare, fighting poverty, and
transport, Baroudi said the exercise of negotiating sea
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borders could help build trust and good will.

“There isn’t enough of those commodities in the East Med
region, and often for good reason,” he explained. “But we have
to start somewhere, and maritime boundaries are a great place
to do that because they open the way for investment and
various forms of cooperation, direct or indirect, including
fisheries monitoring and regulation, marine protected areas,
tourism, weather forecasting, search and rescue, etc.”

With more than 47 years of experience, Baroudi has worked in
multiple fields, from electricity, oil and gas, and
petrochemicals to pipelines, renewables, and carbon pricing
mechanisms. He also has led policy and program development
with, among others, the World Bank, the US Agency for
International Development, the International Monetary Fund,
and the European Commission. The author of several books -
including “Climate and Energy in the Mediterranean: What the
Blue Economy Means for a Greener Future” (2022) — as well as
numerous studies and countless articles, his expertise has
made him a highly sought-after speaker at regional energy and
economic conferences. Currently serving as CEO of Energy and
Environment Holding, an independent consultancy based in Doha,
he is also a Senior Fellow of the Transatlantic Leadership
Network, a Washington think-tank. In 2023, he received the
TLN’s Leadership Award in recognition of his efforts to
promote peace.

ENERGY EXPERT’S NEW MARITIME
BOUNDARY BOOK ARRIVES AMID
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WAVE OF EAST MED BORDER
DIPLOMACY
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Roudi Baroudi
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Recent weeks have been multiple contacts among several
countries including — Cyprus, Greece, Lebanon, and Syria -
aimed at increasing cooperation among East Mediterranean




countries.

This flurry of diplomatic activity provides the perfect
backdrop as Notre-Dame University — Louaize is pleased to
announce that it will host a book launch and signing on April
23rd, welcoming international energy expert Roudi Baroudi as
he releases his latest work, “Settling Maritime Boundaries in
the Eastern Mediterranean: Who Will Be Next? ”

The book outlines the need for countries in the region to
resolve their maritime boundaries, the energy and other
economic opportunities that doing so could open up, and the
legal, scientific, and technical means of ensuring that
delimitation is fair and equitable. The volume even carries
exclusive, high-precision maps indicating with unprecedented
accuracy where the negotiated or adjudicated sea borders of
several East Med countries would be, as per United Nations
rules.
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The book emphasizes that settling these unresolved boundaries
— including those between Lebanon and Cyprus, Lebanon and
Syria, Greece and Turkey, Turkey and Syria, Syria and Cyprus,
and Turkey and Cyprus — is a necessary first step for those
seeking to develop offshore energy resources. The advent of
energy security and possible lucrative exports could have a
profound effect on several states, allowing them to make
historic investments in schools, hospitals, and transport
infrastructure, all while creating well-paying jobs and
reducing poverty and inequality. Baroudi also highlights a
series of cross-border benefits, including reducing potential
irritants between neighbors, building trust, and opening up
new avenues for cooperation.

As a 47-year veteran of the energy industry, Baroudi has a
wealth of experience to share, and does so frequently as an
author and speaker, promoting energy as a catalyst for
dialogue and peace wherever and whenever he can. He will be on
hand for the launch at NDU’s Pierre Abou Khater Auditorium
beginning at 12:00 noon, answering questions and signing
copies of the book for anyone who purchases one.

All sale proceeds will go toward Student Financial Aid at NDU.
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