EU agrees gradual oil embargo
on Russia, g¢gives Hungary
exemptions

Reuters / Brussels

European Union leaders have agreed an embargo on Russian oil
imports that will kick in around the turn of the year — and
for now exempts the pipeline imports that Hungary and two
other landlocked Central European states rely on.

The ban, agreed overnight after weeks of wrangling, aims to
remove 90% of Russia’s crude imports into the 27-nation bloc
within eight months or so, officials said.

It is the toughest sanction yet on Russia for its invasion of
Ukraine, and one that will affect the EU itself.

Russia provided just over a quarter of EU oil imports in 2020,
while Europe is the destination for nearly half of Russia’s
crude and petroleum product exports.

“The sanctions have one clear goal: To prompt Russia to end
this war, to withdraw its troops, and to agree a sensible and
fair peace with Ukraine,” German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said.
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Ukraine said they would deprive the “Russian military machine”
of tens of billions of dollars.

French President Emmanuel Macron said nothing could be ruled
out regarding further sanctions, although other leaders poured
cold water on the idea of banning purchases of Russian gas,
which Europe depends on heavily.

EU countries will have six months to stop imports of seaborne
Russian crude and eight months for refined products, the
European Commission said.

That timeline will start once the sanctions are formally
adopted, which EU states aim to do this week.

The deal was reached only after the EU’s other leaders agreed
to give Hungary a free pass, having failed to win it over in
weeks of talks.

Two-thirds of the Russian oil imported by the EU comes by
tanker and the rest through the Druzhba pipeline.

Poland and Germany are among the pipeline importers, but have
pledged to stop by the end of the year.

Landlocked Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech Republic all get
their Russian oil from Druzhba and account for the 10% of
imports temporarily exempted from the embargo.

Bulgarian Prime Minister Kiril Petkov said his country had
also secured an exemption until the end of 2024, since its
refinery is designed to receive only Russian crude.

0il prices rose after the EU’s agreement, stoking inflation,
which hit a record 8.1% year-on-year in euro zone countries
this month.

The o0il embargo follows an earlier ban on Russian coal and
allows the bloc to impose a sixth round of sanctions that
includes cutting Russia’s biggest bank, Sberbank, off from the
SWIFT international transaction systenm.

Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen said the package would
also ban EU firms from insuring or reinsuring ships carrying
Russian oil. Several countries already want to start work on a
seventh round, but Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer said it
could not include gas — where Russia supplies a third of EU
needs.



“Russian o0il 1s much easier to compensate for..gas 1is
completely different, which is why a gas embargo will not be
an issue in the next sanctions package,” Nehammer said.
Russian analysts and traders said the phasing-in of the
embargo gave Moscow time to find new customers in Asia.
“Although the measures announced by the European Union look
threatening, we don’'t see a crippling impact on the Russian
0oil sector — neither imminent, nor in six months,” analysts at
Sinara Investment Bank said.

Beyond the sanctions, EU leaders asked the bloc’s executive
Commission to explore options to tackle soaring energy prices.
These include “temporary import price caps”, which should be
explored with international partners, their conclusions said.
They also endorsed a Commission plan to wean the EU off all
Russian fossil fuels within years through a faster rollout of
renewable energy, improvements in saving energy, and more
investments in energy infrastructure.

And they called for better EU-wide contingency planning in
case of further gas supply shocks.

Moscow on Wednesday cut gas supplies to the Netherlands for
refusing to comply with a demand to pay in roubles, having
already cut off Poland, Bulgaria and Finland.
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Dismantling the fossil-fuel
economy at Stockholm+50

Our planet is facing a triple crisis of climate, nature, and
pollution, with one common cause: the fossil-fuel economy.
0il, gas, and coal are at the root of runaway climate
disruption, widespread biodiversity 1loss, and pervasive
plastic pollution. The conclusion 1is clear and must be
paramount when political leaders gather in Stockholm this week
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the first United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment. Any effort to
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address these existential threats to human and ecological
health will mean little as long as the fossil-fuel economy
remains intact.

As UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres recently noted,
fossil fuels are choking our planet. In the last decade, their
combustion accounted for 86% of global carbon dioxide
emissions, for which just a few actors bear overwhelming
responsibility. In fact, nearly two-thirds of all C02 emitted
since the Industrial Revolution can be traced to just 90
polluters, mostly the largest fossil-fuel producers.

Yet, rather than reining in the polluters, the world’s
governments are currently planning to allow more than twice as
much fossil-fuel production in 2030 than would be consistent
with the goal — agreed under the 2015 Paris climate agreement
— of limiting global warming to 1.5C above pre-industrial
levels. And when it comes to the damage wrought by fossil
fuels, higher global temperatures and intensifying extreme
weather events are only the beginning.

Last year, the UN Special Rapporteur on Toxics and Human
Rights, Marcos A Orellana, affirmed what frontline communities
have long known: fossil-fuel production generates toxic
compounds and pollutes air, water, and soil. Air pollution
from burning fossil fuels was responsible for about one in
five deaths worldwide in 2018. Moreover, oil and gas are the
building blocks of the toxic chemicals, pesticides, and
synthetic fertilisers that are pushing ecosystems and species
to extinction. These fossil-fuel-based products perpetuate an
economic and agro-industrial model that drives deforestation,
destroys biodiversity, and threatens human health.

Fossil fuels are also behind the proliferation of plastics,
which are accumulating in even the most remote areas of the
planet, from the top of Mount Everest to the bottom of the
Mariana Trench. Ninety-nine percent of all plastics are made
from chemicals derived from fossil fuels, predominantly oil
and gas. The production of petrochemical feedstocks for
plastics and the use of fossil fuels throughout the plastics
value chain are boosting demand for oil and gas and exposing



millions of people to toxic pollution.

As if that were not enough, fossil fuels foment and fund
violent conflict around the world. The fossil-fuel economy is
enabling Russian President Vladimir Putin’s war in Ukraine and
the humanitarian crisis it has created. In the seven years
after Russia illegally annexed Crimea, eight of the world’s
biggest fossil-fuel companies enriched Russia’s government by
an estimated $95.4bn. Russia’s revenues from energy exports
have soared since the invasion of Ukraine in February, which
drove up prices. And big Western oil companies, cashing in on
the conflict, have raked in record profits.

Instead of facing accountability, the oil and gas industry and
its allies are exploiting the Ukraine crisis to push for even
more drilling, fracking, and exports of liquefied natural gas
(LNG) all around the world. But new fossil-fuel
infrastructure, which will take years to bring online, will do
nothing to address the current energy crisis. Instead, it will
only deepen the world’s dependence on fossil fuels, enhance
producers’ ability to wreak havoc on people and the planet,
and push a climate-safe future further out of reach.

As world leaders gather for Stockholm+50, breaking our
addiction to fossil fuels should be the top priority. Yet
fossil fuels are conspicuously absent from the official
concept note and agenda, and they are barely mentioned in the
background papers of the three Leadership Dialogues that are
supposed to inform the summit’s outcome.

This omission is no accident. The fossil-fuel lobby has
decades of experience sowing doubt about the damage the
industry is causing and obscuring the link between fossil
fuels and the toxic chemicals used in industrial agriculture
and plastic products. When outright denial has not worked, the
industry has touted false solutions, including speculative
technological fixes, market mechanisms with gigantic
loopholes, and misleading “net-zero” pledges. The goal is to
divert political attention from the urgent action needed to
end reliance on fossil fuels and scale-up proven approaches,
like renewable energy, agroecology, and plastic reduction and



reuse.
Such transformative action is precisely what Stockholm+50 must
deliver. Participating governments and decision-makers must
acknowledge that fossil fuels are the main driver of the
triple crisis we face, and they must set a bold agenda for
halting fossil-fuel expansion, ensuring a rapid and equitable
decline of o0il, gas, and coal, and accelerating a just
transition to a fossil-free future.

One possible feature of such an agenda would be a Fossil Fuel
Non-Proliferation Treaty — an initiative that has attracted
wide support, including from thousands of civil-society
organisations, hundreds of scientists and parliamentarians,
more than 100 Nobel laureates, and dozens of municipal
governments. To spur progress, a broad range of stakeholders —
including representatives of 1indigenous communities,
governments, international institutions, and academia — will
gather the day before Stockholm+50 for the Pre-Summit on the
Global Just Transition from Fossil Fuels.

In parallel with the Stockholm meeting, an intergovernmental
negotiating committee, convened by the UN Environment
Programme, 1is gathering in Dakar to develop a legally binding
global plastics treaty. Crucially, the treaty will have to
take a comprehensive approach that addresses the full plastic
life cycle, beginning with fossil-fuel extraction.

If we have learned one thing in the 50 years since the first
Stockholm conference, it is that a future tied to fossil fuels
is no future at all. To tackle the converging crises of
climate change, biodiversity loss, and petrochemical and
plastic pollution, Stockholm+50 has no alternative but to
confront oil, gas, and coal head-on. — Project Syndicate

e Nikki Reisch 1is Director of the Climate and Energy Program
at the Center for International Environmental Law.

e Lili Fuhr 1is Deputy Director of the Climate and Energy
Program at the Center for International Environmental Law.



Sun-starved Sweden turns to
solar to fill power void

Bloomberg

Sweden, known for its long dark winters with barely any
daylight, is seeing a solar power boom.

Harnessing whatever sunshine the country gets is emerging as
the quickest solution to fill part of the void left by two
closed nuclear reactors in southern Sweden, where the biggest
cities and industries are located. With shortages piling up in
the region and consumers keen to secure green energy at stable
prices, solar is quickly catching up with wind as developers
put panels on rooftops and underutilised land in populated
areas.

While the lack of sunlight is a hindrance, every bit of new
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electricity capacity will lower imports from Europe where
prices are more than three times higher than in the rest of
Sweden. Projects are also getting built quickly because
developers are directly getting into power sales deals with
consumers and aren’t dependent on government support, said
Harald Overholm, CEO of Alight AB, which started Sweden’s
biggest solar plant this month.

Companies are targeting a quick ramp-up, pushing total
capacity in the country to 2 gigawatt this year. That'’s more
than the two nuclear reactors in Ringhals that were halted in
2020, and will close the gap with Denmark, an early mover in
the industry in the region.

“We are very good at creating contracts directly with
commercial partners that use power, and that is what drives
our development,” said Harald Overholm, CEO of Alight.

The past winter has demonstrated the hole left behind by the
two atomic reactors, with the government facing the task of
resolving a divergent market. While vast hydro and wind
projects have kept the cost of electricity in the sparsely
populated north in check, a lack of generating capacity and
congested grids have forced the south at times to import
power.

Berlusconi’s bad break-up
with Putin reveals Italy-
Russia ties
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Rome (AFP) — After a tycoon bromance, Italy’s Silvio
Berlusconi is struggling to break up with Russia’s Vladimir
Putin over the Ukraine war — like many in his country, where
ties with Moscow run deep.

The billionaire former premier’s unwillingness to speak ill of
Putin is echoed by other leading Italian politicians, while in
the media, there are concerns that pro-Russian sentiment has
warped into propaganda.

Prime Minister Mario Draghi is committed to NATO and the EU,
strongly backing sanctions against Moscow, and at his urging a
majority of Italy’s MPs approved sending weapons to help
Ukraine defend itself.

But much of Draghi’s coalition government — Berlusconi’s Forza
Italia, Matteo Salvini’s League and the once anti-
establishment Five Star Movement (M5S) — has long pursued a
“special relationship” with Moscow.

Italy used to have the largest Communist party in the West,
and many businesses invested in the Soviet Union in the 1960s,
while Russians in turn sought opportunities here.

Barely a month before the February 24 invasion, Putin spent



two hours addressing top Italian executives at a virtual
meeting.

Beds, hats, parties

Berlusconi, 85, has been out of office for more than a decade
but remains influential both in politics and through his media
interests, as founder of the Mediaset empire.

He was an ardent admirer of the Russian leader, and a close
chum — they stayed in each other’s holiday homes, skied
together and were snapped sporting giant fur hats.

“They were two autocrats who mutually reinforced their image:
power, physical prowess, bravado, glitz,” historian and
Berlusconi author Antonio Gibelli told AFP.

Putin gave Berlusconi a four-poster bed, in which the Italian
had sex with an escort in 2008, according to her tell-all
book. He in turn gave Putin, 69, a duvet cover featuring a
life-sized image of the two men.

In the months before the Ukraine war, Berlusconi continued to
promote his close ties, including a “long and friendly” New
Year’s Eve phone call.

It was not until April, two months after Russia’s invasion,
that he publicly criticised the conflict, saying he was
“disappointed and saddened” by Putin.

He has struggled to stay on message since then.

Speaking off the cuff in Naples last week, he said he thought
“Europe should.. try to persuade Ukraine to accept Putin’s
demands”, before backtracking and issuing a statement 1in
Kyiv'’s support.

“Breaking the twinning with Putin costs Berlusconi dearly: he
has to give up a part of his image,” Gibelli said.



Meanwhile, the leader of the anti-immigration League, Salvini,
who has proudly posed in Putin T-shirts in the past, has
argued against sending weapons to aid Ukraine.

The League did condemn Russia’s military aggression, “no ifs
and no buts”, on February 24 when Russia invaded.

But an investigation by the L’Espresso magazine earlier this
week found that, in the over 600 messages posted by Salvini on
social media since Russia invaded, he had not once mentioned
Putin by name.

He did so for the first time on Thursday, saying “dialogue”
with Putin was good, and encouraging a diplomatic end to the
war.

‘Biased media’

Many pro-Russian figures are given significant airtime in the
media, which itself is highly politicised.

“Italy is a G7 country with an incredibly biased media
landscape,” Francesco Galietti, founder of risk consultancy
Policy Sonar, told AFP.

TV talk shows are hugely popular in Italy, and “one of the
main formats of information” for much of the public, notes
Roberta Carlini, a researcher at the Centre for Media
Pluralism and Media Freedom at the European University
Institute.

But she warns they often “obscure facts”.

Italy’'s state broadcaster RAI is being investigated by a
parliamentary security committee for alleged “disinformation”,
amid complaints over the frequent presence of Russian guests
on talks shows.

Commercial giant Mediaset is also in hot water after airing an



interview with Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergeili Lavrov in
which highly polemical claims went unchallenged.

It defended the interview, saying good journalism meant
listening to “even the most controversial and divisive”
opinions.

“RAI is a reflection of the political landscape, with its many
pro-Russian parties. And Mediaset.. well, Berlusconi is an old
pal of Putin’s, so what do you expect?” Galietti said.

He also points to a decades-long culture in Italy of allowing
conspiracy theories — particularly on the interference of US
spies in Italian politics — to circulate in the media
unchallenged.

“You end up with a situation where Russia Today (RT) 1is
considered as authoritative as the BBC,” he said.

© 2022 AFP

EUROPE ENERGY CRISIS - Qatar
and Germany sign energy
strategic partnership
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News — 0il and Gas — Berlin, May 2022

Qatar’s Emir, His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani,
and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz signed a strategic energy
partnership on May 20 as Germany scrambles to reduce its
dependence on imports of coal and pipelined natural gas from
Russia, mainly to punish the latter for its invasion of
Ukraine.



QATARI EMIR IN GERMANY
SHEIKH TAMIM BIN HAMAD AL THANI TO MEET WITH OLAF SCHOLZ

|ALjaZEERAURNERS CARRYING ABU AKLEH'S CASKET IN OCCUPIED EAST JERUSALEM - ISRAELI POLICE SAY THEY
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Al Jazeera turned to regional energy expert Roudi Baroudi to
provide context and analysis for the summit, which could have
historic implications. Baroudi confirmed that the German plan
centers on a rapid switchover to seaborne shipments of
liquefied natural gas, so the government is building two LNG
plants, at Brunsbuttel and Wilhelmshaven, along with the
possibility of adding three offshore floating storage and
regasification units (FCRUs).

Baroudi estimated that these facilities, including the FSRUs,
could account for 20-30% of German’s annual gas needs of
approximately 85 billion cubic meters.

He also explained that Qatar, which has the world’s second
largest gas reserves and has led the industry in LNG exports
for most of the past two decades, would be a natural secure
and reliable fit to supply even more gas to European terminals
that it already does. The Gulf state has recently invested in
even more LNG capacity, via an expansion of its North Field
operations, which will see its output once again surpass those
of the United States and Australia as the world’s largest
producer



