IMATEAND ENERGY
JCPLT;IE MEDITERRANEAN

& ]l zlu) aalSe cun] Jlus of olind awd guay saJl adegll o
poid | D! ol Il i odl Lls aloVl b as LSl
ool ole 5,006 Ll oo bwsiall @Vl o]l o> o8 clidls
YO 3o busiy, o3Jl ol lebieb gos aihioll 9 syxe Jood & UaJl
3 pée albondl oL Ul W oo sL eSSl guo U Jzl g0 Lole
s Jueaid &51,Yle 8,00V wazg ol ldgzg0 Jo¥| wiuy sl
wsodl e, L woed xmoaxdl oLl ol WYl lad 9 g.wlall
w9 jbog amy Lidl aigdle @ lWdl ol livwl  &aSid  sdpaiill

cazgad |

bwsiall Yl soudl gl dbwley asldl glol o] oLl JLg
o9 apssidl oMo liall go @b ladl glsl galay ol aiSey arl>ludl
ol L]l aubwsio-g,9Y ] Jeodl wasil 13] ail gigezl  edledl
"oV slaas V1Y ahisY & YL soamiadl @ ldl ol il

iyolaid | amgid wloYl JSis ol oSew Lxdl aalssiodl o3Vl


https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%ad-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%aa%d9%88%d8%b3%d8%b7-%d8%aa%d9%86%d8%aa%d8%ac-%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d8%b6%d8%a7%d9%87%d9%8a-%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%81/
https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%ad-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%aa%d9%88%d8%b3%d8%b7-%d8%aa%d9%86%d8%aa%d8%ac-%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d8%b6%d8%a7%d9%87%d9%8a-%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%81/
https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%ad-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%aa%d9%88%d8%b3%d8%b7-%d8%aa%d9%86%d8%aa%d8%ac-%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d8%b6%d8%a7%d9%87%d9%8a-%d8%b7%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%81/

L” hwsial | sVl soudl 9 asUdly tladl” olgizy ong oliSJl
oo wLSUl 13m i’s 28¢."6 > ,iST Judiwel &Y 5Llais ¥l ayris,
obiilg s a5 ,59 awwde wwgimdbYl e solLadl aSw Jus

5#iaS g, dgre dsulbe go 0slaid L . dowledl

iiSoo ool dxxu LU o, pliitl ole olwlud! g lo oSl ey
ologSadl ool semsipwll 2o JoiSill o aidl > oy o
W oo JLW L L i 5uSS ]l ge Jo Leil)  aslwgiall
LeMsiwl g 05,190 8,15 sogaxdl oluaill go cwlel JSiy 85 Laiw) |
siod| sle aio aiSes 88 L sl guimi) plosme JSius ol L
Fugro s,es8 aS,i Lozl aer awlod ole oIl goimy 5.y sl
il ol ol Loii widleidlaxdl slSodd LFaoadle x5l J1 5g50dl
blglus usilo 500 Jlox bwginll ]l dihio 9 a = Jl ¢l _JI
i 9gidl oMo lindl guo> go adladl zlu]l Ui Jole L ol —

SeSUl ole 440 yoas @J LI

=]

o9 ai] ioeac asy,l soed @]l Jlaw 8 Jos o3l ool JB
ol les | Jdas oJ] axbdly sloedl oolsg glindl ass ol gus
ad )l 9 Sleiiwl aygd oliwl Lgild o> b b vsu Sl

caaiadl slgall S jelriw o Ludl gls. sl axdl

i oSl @] o5 cusias ) Lisl ol lso saige M 9 caly
oIliobiily o9 pldl laa oo 2V b5 o8 el ezl Jd s
oluaidl oJ] siw  lgieosuw! adl zLoJl 698 ol yoas gl
oidl olaldl Jaxi od o l3n Liegy 9 doximed | adlJl awliall
soledl 5986l o Jemidl o anawYl ode tlLoJl a8l uais Gomw
igolais | Uljo Lagl wwSiw L cawxd aagbidl as W]l JJ]

o3l Lilses axslaizly

oo ol ldeldl olaldl dls ole Lsiw clodl @l o] sog,l aSTy
Jezmig lguod a8l ool go sujiwg ledlg bhaill ols,ly
kil sloell wizmy Gow s awd Lindl ode 8,08 iST Lo lo Lous |
inoiidly Lohildl L9oiwe saing¥le gl Yl olaldl Ul o
6loluadl pass jaall o oy L Bud Jadlg ,iST wilbs 8ac Ladl
olol uVl go el @ ldl ol ole Léeiw oYJl go ,aiS é4

caiad | i dly Jaidle padeidl oYVlre 8 ol Leiiwdd



dibiaS Lo, oo ooeidl soleiwdl e s9iy ami]l ool JUg
o3, vaes il JLeW asnb]]l 5,le0 ode blaxdl e dJsSy (8a>ly
ol 5l 58] Ysogis wliYl go oSeo d38 ST Jez 8 oLiSJl acluy ol
s lbo 1o ST slow — pgrwg w9 Lo JS oolsiay s Linle g zall
ol gawxigo ol éutw Jlocl olaol ol gy joiiwe ol volwl w
tlioc go pauts soladl skl glaad — s oIl logl ouiblge

Cisamed | ool L]l el

gaor ploziwl Ligde wxyg LiiSos ail ob as,u8l Lo isoe, bl lolg
plaziwl aaylaidl a5 WJl gl Y has gl . Loyod asliodl J5 Lug]l
o =dlg xaldly iglewoYls iy wmaidl adladly iy mJl ly JI
soley Lyl oSds ol gow o awsoexdl aylxdl as Ul
i ladl sVl a5 go weadd Yl s Laidd 5,5V 5 S gl sl

ool Jaidlg as Lud!l oJ] agoudai]] JlowYl > Lass

olighilly o]l olozal) §Say Jsidl  aodS ool piss
Jio 8,uio oYlxo Join]d G Yl Uolas| gwes ol UCuul s,Siall
Josumallg 9oVl guosidl ol 83332 a0l WlaiSY ayzeledl &lxyVl
ac Lio 9 doosziome] | agandl sleadl o wpaiil) [ ludl glocl o
sl Yl ole Los buwiw idl 8 shiadl ol Undls algamall wilggll

v Led | 5g8 gl e

oS0 '—u—'| soiso o9 339, Lo
g Lgio il go wazxs ol Lig,9Y
eV ol o5 aagbill as W]l

buwgioll


https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%af%d9%8a-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d9%85%d8%a4%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%b1-%d8%a3%d8%ab%d9%8a%d9%86%d8%a7-%d9%8a%d9%85%d9%83%d9%86-%d9%84%d8%a3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%a8%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%86-%d8%aa/
https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%af%d9%8a-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d9%85%d8%a4%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%b1-%d8%a3%d8%ab%d9%8a%d9%86%d8%a7-%d9%8a%d9%85%d9%83%d9%86-%d9%84%d8%a3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%a8%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%86-%d8%aa/
https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%af%d9%8a-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d9%85%d8%a4%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%b1-%d8%a3%d8%ab%d9%8a%d9%86%d8%a7-%d9%8a%d9%85%d9%83%d9%86-%d9%84%d8%a3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%a8%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%86-%d8%aa/
https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%af%d9%8a-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d9%85%d8%a4%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%b1-%d8%a3%d8%ab%d9%8a%d9%86%d8%a7-%d9%8a%d9%85%d9%83%d9%86-%d9%84%d8%a3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%a8%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%86-%d8%aa/

Athens

of ol s @l vssi 9 odl L]l el -dy S el
w Ll gouw¥l sass | sadl Logl o550 JW auodledl a8 Udl ac lin
Loy oSen” il o] cad cus 72022 as Wdl ol lex” olgic cou
w9 sloiiwdls peadl W o a8 lbdl Jlro 8 Lgiojl oo wiss ol

Mowsiod |l Yl smu ] ddhis 9 aasai)l as Wadl s ab

ol Ladl JS ol v6,03Y olgiwdl JYs" taidlslae 9 slsg
tlodl ¥4 gucgogo Jg> dawoldledl a8 lWdl aclio 9 ayolsll
oud | lewl o lidaso

leas sueasYl giedl JlaiwY 8oy ljio olbste .aabll Il
ob A5 o waxgdle ammeid! @ lUJls UL Jl Jio ssomied| &b U]l
Jlaidd alb g LUufiy, doloiwe 623> adlb 5,lge guy  goaxdl
LoodoiSidl guwxig weodl 60l o meodl &3S L7505 Lais |

ordagdl W guam oJ] w8l Lidex

Y sl T ol 8 0eSo aguns Jl JSLied] soz] e S Led Uad
ole JUGYl azxos sloly zlin] o] cbles alud g pin ol oSoy
W)l apli) sey LS ) adaad) diysedls aaydaill 5 Laodl
bubxidl go alhsb olginw alsyall b | Jswgdl wlbiiwy Jo IL
Il Lgriog 9 890i0d] oluiaidl Lasl I15] slodly loiiwYls
$25im @ Ll paidl glo caiasdl oluaill Ledlowl ein ol Jus
w9 wawidly dinsedl @G ge xyuw lae L lew¥l o glas | J]



Uise Lokl 13] .ol asl go . ledoSU ololadVl | lLgs |
ol s amiied| dapedldl asWJl 5,10 o8 odxdl Jud Wb
g0 ST Llael dLdlL sag asliodl ol asall gls  woesSJI

. Leaoy Lw

s ainds &jlge andac Lasls Jld w S ai| Joadl werandl oo
ol 1o clubuwdl gslo §lewdl oldas ozl 2d8 womied| |
osle o5 L lghbuo sole]ly Leud uSaildl sole|lg pghbs 9 Lbidl s5le]
el Yl le Govmo b bwiar cows idl (19 — 24865) Lig,eS axi s
ioledl oliall oo Jol> dfgame o 289 .slow s> e INgiwYl s
caimoal) aie JSiy aseledl A 9 Lo Tewl ole wlasdl 9 anladly
sgio 59 loww Y ojleie _abs L Jlu Y sedldl o ladl oI

1Yl bobs L lLgils axeil) gwlgdl | Lais VI

olodas wumiig ad Ul 5,lg0 535 83032 dojl Lolel ol oYl Lol
izgo lowl wumidly saaxdl Lo leo Llig | oJl o255 28 ayed
Lo 1 Ssl w8 ooxdl ol el sl cauadl o]l 8 5 lS
5Ll ode adasdls byaodl Loysl sloicl ge has @it o oudls
sl od] Loyl caiS Leisds  Luwe, go w3Vl a8 W]l ols,les crushll
dio .pezl pdledl 8 ogd oo aSNedl odd JMWis| camu Ol oSes 2w
s/ bla olol o a5 eVl el W e sSwge aid ol
a8 UJl aclio glod e oligac o0 & |7 05,00 wugusdl oYl oS
icgiio o lan) aSWiol poe wums oozl Lloy oJl aie, oY apwg,Jl

ol |l Jb sadl ol gy olold]l go spasdl & ooz
by obozidl go iy edeidl oS @S]l le LeiLas so L d
sod aslizedl objuiall 53U ol o, o JUedl Juww wdes .82
sos 28 aidle iobwedl Ll Liay 8] Jlei oo LIl wy U boks
i 9599 closSodl oy o b wdds Il @)L Laws,d]l el YL
pxall ole Jass il Leyod ad Uadl olbhme @Me] 8,059 ol giwdl 9
o9 danly Ladly aig el oJ| saias leles Lo vaygeidl as Uadl of / o
ool eleils 5,leay adloniwls wwodl weuabll LIl g joy geill
sole] wle &,0adl 9 sz o Lyl s, il LS .ogdsdl oo
b Y Ll i L Mg W B s Ll ax] les
vinwe,dl ws LoVl e s eime]l jlLadl 5o LS slisiwYl
Joo oo m adgiioll Jlued! geab]l LI ol Ledlaaswls

..,3).>|



dead U oswaiid ] sud Leass s oJS Lid ] o3 JSU Jol> Jlin

SOl Jland osanar geibme sl LG Lol psas o
caad bl an byawY ! Leis W gawsin laidsn esiss Jbuadl eyl
ooVl i o bk Leod of 1,550 oUgndl wasT ddss

sonidl e 3Sy adsls L e Ul bebs Lo Ll dlias o
Leis) et LB 5L o] Jludl LIl duoxs soley anbliasVl
Joodl w6l oJl aadls zludl sl ole s,oadl oJ|  saias
S by ] b 8 wgldl gl Jesdl dbhioll o e e dJad .a+43JSUI
sl o] @i ol SLU mn Loolwsdy as Lyl we GV

EVOPSNY

u3r o Ul by clis) bhadl gog o9 &l Cinl ibioll o °
ool sblios 0laun 3l go LIl Jas ode s,0ad] 8ol of / o 1
J>u ol oam LIl ololowy mi’ys b LS, oJ] shwedl Ll 9

cias g9 @l gwYl

53 buodl JW5 oo as bl 5 Leiol s ol Lossy Ll oSas o
e Y ol G w8 g e JSin aiedl LIl Jea> ek e
o Gl ks gisb o8 Lezlo] b, dds amy oSey pidls ([0 bwgioll

SPVPSYY ') RV | ROt | B | R ) I P RS B AR C | R

oo S JSiu bats olghsdl odm go 85 Ll jujims il eiaw ®
5Ldlg Jluedl ekl LIl go JSI 83535 guixs 891w slin W
GG olslow] glhiail plol aMo ,iST Lol Jexuw loo soulaill

iz, Bl aiwlow 2948 o o Sl (ug oYl s lu ¥l Lla]) 17 ks o
Jolb Uyl oSeodl ges wowgdl LIl oo ooloiel ye wdgilly
elowdly aygeidl adladly pxall (e Joxs idl glo Yl olbxe @¥&|
£l jos  cigmeid| a8 Uadl Joi> aaylill a5 Ul gy, lie Suaiiy

wwpgerdl azy ole LI

Lo Lwl il ron GYI e asio o o3l Sldl (I as oyl o
LS Ly o] Jloi 9 apmeid | ad el gl 0 oo 8aJsadl sl_gSIlI
aibhioll sae alilos aS,ie ol slis) laz oS Jlre L ol

cighwgio -9 9V



go dosall Lgyel piiss ol s Juishdl soedl ole JasVl Jxd| JoJ o
bS]l olo LYl ols aldl glol oYl w8 bleiiwl JYs

bwgiol | dibhio 8 amdl clLJl dbwls,

173032 UL LS 8ju2g 60 3o oot wisl oJ]l L syl oz
iy 13k thwgiall Yl o]l ddhio 9 a8 Udlg ¢liadl” ol gisy
eV | Js aiy LS odaST s ."Sems LaST Judiwed & Y1 >LlaisVl
pa> ole SuS,all an LS sl,y ge o olSs Lo ISl 8 oundl
coweod |l Ll ole sl (e Jdaidl go ,iST ey Il o Leas |
oo b9 sl oo duedl LiST LULSUl gebge Jemi andladl an VI oS
spaiws ol LeysY oSy ail oJ] oSl awledl dposidl wpisg
oo 83 laiwl @9l o pshi e @Wlk]l sdeil melio oo S JSiy
ol yoii oIl geniy S Lhwsiell jpg> w8 aym]l gl ]l
cigomad ]l tlhodl o dnlawgio -9l ades JS 8o laiwl olo L)

s 9 e YIS

olodl w8 — oL LYl o go alolUl solazwyl ols . LuLal
blglivo ggsdo 500 ¢ Jiy Y b sudei ol oSor — bosg ands Lull
i3]l olodge zls| fgeame ol Lo 3T whizes .sLeSdl oo
ciasdlg ol uoaidl oad ol s WYl Lamg leoerl oJledl 8 ayggill
s ay Ll aiise adoly olwl o W oo Lend| Jegid| o 284

oad Lol o8 doomime]| awliall LogleiSaltl oJ|

olbze go 0,55 Gw Lo JS (Lokhis wledl Lcgoge oJ| 13a Lisgsy
sashidl Jlasls sagaxd]l wun GVl behss Jluodl eusbll Ll
oidl g exedl Gle Jami padl @)l st olbxe as 8oL
eVl ) s Ledl ol KoYl asuie vdggeidl ad ldl e Joss
oI el ol giwd ] 9oSiw .als b Ylgol wlhipw 132 JS -0 lbwgioll
5Ll e sleasedl Judas J2l go has gu) dewls aliioll gzl
sbuW ar, bdl awlod ]l adVaiw!  solewl JULIL g iowg ]l
2 buiw id ! soomied| @8 Uadl olas wriSi) Uiyl oSy o gusYl

caxd pSmidl oSey s3> geb tliedl ol s oo blaxdl o

adboll Joodl s 9 Loy -00 bwsiodl Yl =]l dshial oSay
085G ol — ad am Ll e dlig gugueYl suYl olieSe go Lleule
igzl ool dzgje axlh BB guami) swwed| lad ge 17 0uS 1 Tsje
ol jlaiiwyl  uies Lslow _a> ole anindls ayolas¥l ol axa]l
Lay 9] Jlais bws¥l Guidl olols 9 a8l glis] 9 a9Vl



@Gy adoledl sudl doxd plazi| . lgios olowl soxd ayihio
oSy widly Uegis LaST a5l olslon]l o8 Mad  s5Yl slindl
obi ole saclued]l Lljedl ge dha b oSl JSiu Lede 5 loseVl
af buiw . Lgoel @bl ode ST wlow Llaiwly so8l ol Laisd |
oz lead | 8935 oo dmig wlidly Laall guww oo glieiidl oL b
o1f pgidolre clisl pgai> pgio @YY i) ousdl ouacaldl e
oidl elLeVL alaially aSdlgiadl o leadl 900 bwsiadl ]l

croind | goy o il 9y g0 Ler 209

ca] o3d ol e Usuo> gais ol LiiSey el aaicl NCRY PR EVe
wlbis ays Liiawl olgdol ugd dJd go wSedl ole iy U olyglgl
Gpaid] pae ole ai el UYL 0sSG 28 ans Liiwl ,un o sl
ol bas gl oglboll olb (WJULJlLs .aooladl oleimll o ai, S
LS .éloaVl osn grimid uoeYl sVl 9 slaeVl Joadl goleis
iladl ol3 oling)] gaa> oo velboll oSJs « LA Leio jasnd| Jsas

Jas e Jeas pd LS lisy Jraiis paiis ol

7 5850 1723 souzdl LY jay Lnals ol3dl geogaldl l3a Jo>
slesY baya> ab>  as g 0Vl dbsasll wox>  peuwl Jle>  Juad
200 oo ST @las] wlbis abs cowe,dl LIl ode Lg,sl o laicl
o] i uaS eb, lan calidoll pesdl oleiw]]l oo ole g9 L ULs

Lsoidl oJ] oY gl dbsJl

st ol Lgio iliadl clow Wl loes drizoldl g lied! cllaiiw
S 15]s vasomy Jasdl o o ol Ld a0 13] ddsy iloall
ol wes sl / 5 dolaime ut il el gaxi ol vsd ds Jraiw
pd al wuizy lan .agosedl ololaad¥l ole geyo sbiel Lgio oo Lis
oo JS e oSds cbeaidl Town ol awsi wueueYl sVl e las
ol = Jeodl aaidl Goxies doodl dindly o eVl L leiswdl iy
l3e 9 Jolin o] plbdl glaadl ole oz oS .adJsS Lsaidl lolouy

P P eS)

o Loodl 1 Jie ole Uooiel 13] 6,005 a5les Jld  gsSimw
oSe Y ad dds Jeai o 13] ,aST olol Jlnd oeSiw L liadU g
s, A5 e Yo wa o v Lebiie Ll e,sSiedl Jolsdl | Liicl
ledoS U 6, lal) Jodl Judimwe 8 ansu Ug g ol laiiwl geSi]
d3Ss Jodl ol i olis «Liiy 9] Jloivg bawg¥l Guidl o Lo |uznds

ozl padlel] anwil oYl



Lls oSJ Lol Sel o wxdl gind olo¥l ols sa) hodl  sgul
sl LIl e boleicl sley Jleds goml ISin Lol oS
widls bwsiall ¥l Joaadl 8 Ll ar ge &l aSlh e
oo wiSes LS Lar,Jl Lewlod ado BJlI ay NMaiwY]  gamiw
o9 aliloo ¢l G9a> giog — pMudl soleiwl 9 b2 ¢ luall

Sun-starved Sweden turns to
solar to fill power void

Bloomberg

Sweden, known for its long dark winters with barely any
daylight, is seeing a solar power boom.

Harnessing whatever sunshine the country gets is emerging as
the quickest solution to fill part of the void left by two
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closed nuclear reactors in southern Sweden, where the biggest
cities and industries are located. With shortages piling up in
the region and consumers keen to secure green energy at stable
prices, solar is quickly catching up with wind as developers
put panels on rooftops and underutilised land in populated
areas.

While the lack of sunlight is a hindrance, every bit of new
electricity capacity will Llower imports from Europe where
prices are more than three times higher than in the rest of
Sweden. Projects are also getting built quickly because
developers are directly getting into power sales deals with
consumers and aren’t dependent on government support, said
Harald Overholm, CEO of Alight AB, which started Sweden’s
biggest solar plant this month.

Companies are targeting a quick ramp-up, pushing total
capacity in the country to 2 gigawatt this year. That’'s more
than the two nuclear reactors in Ringhals that were halted 1in
2020, and will close the gap with Denmark, an early mover in
the industry in the region.

“We are very good at creating contracts directly with
commercial partners that use power, and that is what drives
our development,” said Harald Overholm, CEO of Alight.

The past winter has demonstrated the hole left behind by the
two atomic reactors, with the government facing the task of
resolving a divergent market. While vast hydro and wind
projects have kept the cost of electricity in the sparsely
populated north in check, a lack of generating capacity and
congested grids have forced the south at times to import
power.



Berlusconi’s bad break-up
with Putin reveals Italy-
Russia ties

Rome (AFP) — After a tycoon bromance, Italy’s Silvio
Berlusconi is struggling to break up with Russia’s Vladimir
Putin over the Ukraine war — like many in his country, where
ties with Moscow run deep.

The billionaire former premier’s unwillingness to speak ill of
Putin is echoed by other leading Italian politicians, while in
the media, there are concerns that pro-Russian sentiment has
warped into propaganda.

Prime Minister Mario Draghi is committed to NATO and the EU,
strongly backing sanctions against Moscow, and at his urging a
majority of Italy’s MPs approved sending weapons to help
Ukraine defend itself.

But much of Draghi’s coalition government — Berlusconi’s Forza
Italia, Matteo Salvini’'s League and the once anti-
establishment Five Star Movement (M5S) — has long pursued a
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“special relationship” with Moscow.

Italy used to have the largest Communist party in the West,
and many businesses invested in the Soviet Union in the 1960s,
while Russians in turn sought opportunities here.

Barely a month before the February 24 invasion, Putin spent
two hours addressing top Italian executives at a virtual
meeting.

Beds, hats, parties

Berlusconi, 85, has been out of office for more than a decade
but remains influential both in politics and through his media
interests, as founder of the Mediaset empire.

He was an ardent admirer of the Russian leader, and a close
chum — they stayed in each other’s holiday homes, skied
together and were snapped sporting giant fur hats.

“They were two autocrats who mutually reinforced their image:
power, physical prowess, bravado, glitz,” historian and
Berlusconi author Antonio Gibelli told AFP.

Putin gave Berlusconi a four-poster bed, in which the Italian
had sex with an escort in 2008, according to her tell-all
book. He in turn gave Putin, 69, a duvet cover featuring a
life-sized image of the two men.

In the months before the Ukraine war, Berlusconi continued to
promote his close ties, including a “long and friendly” New
Year's Eve phone call.

It was not until April, two months after Russia’s invasion,
that he publicly criticised the conflict, saying he was
“disappointed and saddened” by Putin.

He has struggled to stay on message since then.

Speaking off the cuff in Naples last week, he said he thought



“Europe should.. try to persuade Ukraine to accept Putin’s
demands”, before backtracking and issuing a statement 1in
Kyiv’'s support.

“Breaking the twinning with Putin costs Berlusconi dearly: he
has to give up a part of his image,” Gibelli said.

Meanwhile, the leader of the anti-immigration League, Salvini,
who has proudly posed in Putin T-shirts in the past, has
argued against sending weapons to aid Ukraine.

The League did condemn Russia’s military aggression, “no ifs
and no buts”, on February 24 when Russia invaded.

But an investigation by the L’'Espresso magazine earlier this
week found that, in the over 600 messages posted by Salvini on
social media since Russia invaded, he had not once mentioned
Putin by name.

He did so for the first time on Thursday, saying “dialogue”
with Putin was good, and encouraging a diplomatic end to the
war.

‘Biased media’

Many pro-Russian figures are given significant airtime in the
media, which itself is highly politicised.

“Italy is a G7 country with an incredibly biased media
landscape,” Francesco Galietti, founder of risk consultancy
Policy Sonar, told AFP.

TV talk shows are hugely popular in Italy, and “one of the
main formats of information” for much of the public, notes
Roberta Carlini, a researcher at the Centre for Media
Pluralism and Media Freedom at the European University
Institute.

But she warns they often “obscure facts”.



Italy’s state broadcaster RAI is being investigated by a
parliamentary security committee for alleged “disinformation”,
amid complaints over the frequent presence of Russian guests
on talks shows.

Commercial giant Mediaset is also in hot water after airing an
interview with Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 1in
which highly polemical claims went unchallenged.

It defended the interview, saying good journalism meant
listening to “even the most controversial and divisive”
opinions.

“RAI is a reflection of the political landscape, with its many
pro-Russian parties. And Mediaset.. well, Berlusconi is an old
pal of Putin’s, so what do you expect?” Galietti said.

He also points to a decades-long culture in Italy of allowing
conspiracy theories — particularly on the interference of US
spies in Italian politics — to circulate in the media
unchallenged.

“You end up with a situation where Russia Today (RT) 1is
considered as authoritative as the BBC,” he said.

© 2022 AFP

R. Baroudi (CEO Energy &
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to Europe’s energy
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AeAva, 27.05.2022 — “Climate change and market instability are
the two main parameters in recent years for the global energy
market,” highlighted Mr. Roudi Baroudi, CEO of Energy &
Environment Holding at his speech on the second day of the
10th Athens Energy Dialogues conference on May 26-27.
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According to Mr. Baroudi the goal is a new energy mix that is
both environmentally sustainable and economically viable.
Another crucial point is that reliability of cleaner and
greener sources are not yet sufficient to fully meet demand,
and getting there will require years of planning, investment,
and construction. If we take existing technologies offline
before newer ones can replace them, the resulting shortages
will cause prices to spike, driving up the cost of living and
causing whole economies to collapse. On the other hand, if we
wait too long to decarbonize the global economy, climate
change threatens to inflict even greater damage.

The Russian invasion to Ukraine has changed the geopolitical
status quo, according to Mr. Baroudi.

The war in Ukraine, has exposed not only Europe’s dangerous
over-reliance on natural gas and other energy imports from
Russia, but also the extent to which disrupting that
relationship could wreak havoc around the world. Ever since
Moscow launched its invasion in late February, the European
Union has been hesitant to impose sanctions on Russia’s energy
industry because it lacks other alternatives, and it lacks
those alternatives because of a years-long hesitance to
maintain a sufficiently diverse basket of sources and
suppliers.

The continent also suffers from inadequate regasification
capacity, which means it cannot fully replace piped gas from
Russia with seaborne loads of LNG from other countries.

Mr. Baroudi highlighted that there are solutions for all of
these problems, and some are already under way.

“Europe could also bolster its energy security by helping to
develop the increasingly promising gas fields of the Eastern
Mediterranean, the output of which could then be linked by
undersea and/or overland pipeline to the European mainland.
The utility of these and other moves would also be
significantly enhanced by building new storage facilities for



both LNG and conventional gas, which would make Europe a lot
more resistant to future supply disruptions,” said Mr.
Baroudi.

But most importantly in the long term, Europe needs to seize
the opportunity presented by the great potential for offshore
wind energy in the Mediterranean, since making full use of
this potential — just in the coastal waters — could generate
at least some 500 MILLION megawatts of electricity: in other
words, the same as the entire global nuclear industry.

The Mediterranean region — including both its EU and non-EU
components — can and should be a huge part of this drive for a
dual resiliency against economic and environmental challenges
alike. European investments in MENA countries’ energy output
makes sense for several reasons, including lower labor and
other construction costs, as well as more diversified — and
therefore more reliable — energy supplies.

About a week ago, the European Commission outlined a new plan
to end Europe’s dependence on Russian gas, one that envisions
spending of more than 200 billion Euros over the next five
years. That is a significant number, but now the plan needs to
be funded.

This means that not just the EU itself but also the European
Investment Bank, the World Bank, and the IMF - all need to
open up their vaults. Needless to say, the private sector
would do well to get in on the action as well.

Unfortunately, it is too late to prevent war in Ukraine. But
the faster Europe moves effectively to end its reliance on
Russian gas, embraces closer partnership with 1its
Mediterranean neighbors, and achieves the full independence of
its foreign policy, the sooner it can help to restore the
peace — and prevent similar calamities in the future.

#athensenergydialogues #energy #climate #climatechange
#renewableenergy #sustainability #climateaction
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