AS AMERICA “PIVOTS TO ASIA”,
SAUDI ARABIA IS ALREADY THERE
— BY ROUDI BAROUDI

The biggest news in the energy industry last week was that a
state-owned Chinese company had completed a massive offshore
oil and gas platform for Saudi Aramco. Breathless media
reports shared impressive details about the facility’s record-
setting size, weight, and output capacity, with some
describing it as a massive bet on continuing strong demand for
fossil fuels despite the meteoric rise of renewables.

The real significance of this news, though, is not to be found
at the Qingdao shipyard where it was made, at the headquarters
of the China Offshore 0il Engineering Company that built it,
or at the Marjan field off Saudi Arabia’s east coast where it
will be installed and operated.

In fact, in order to truly appreciate the implications
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involved, one needs to travel back in time a little more than
50 years. For on 8 June 1974, the United States and Saudi
Arabia reached a historic agreement that has bound the two
countries ever since.

Signed by then-US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and then-
Minister of Interior Prince Fahd bin Abdulaziz, the pact
established two joint commissions tasked, respectively, with
increasing bilateral economic cooperation and with determining
the kingdom’s military needs. It also created several joint
working groups responsible for specific elements to support
growth and development, including efforts to: a) expand and
diversify Saudi Arabia’s industrial base, beginning with the
manufacture of fertilizers and other aspects of the
petrochemical sector; b) increase the number of qualified
scientists and technicians available to make the most of
technology transfers; c) explore partnerships in areas like
solar energy and desalination; and d) find ways to cooperate
in agriculture, especially in the desert.



Henry Kissinger with Prince Fahd of Saudi Arabia, 1974

Contrary to widespread misperceptions, the agreement did not
say anything about Saudi crude being priced and/or transacted
exclusively in US dollars. In a side-deal that remained secret
until 2016, however, the United States pledged full military
support in virtually all circumstances and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia committed to investing a massive share of its oil
revenues in US Treasury bills. While there was no public quid
pro quo, therefore, this was to some extent a distinction
without a difference: the world’'s biggest oil exporter ended
up spending hundreds of billions of dollars on American debt
and American-made weapons, making it only sensible that the
vast majority of its crude sales would be in greenbacks. By
extension, the sheer weight of Saudi oil in world markets -
and especially within the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries — virtually guaranteed that the dollar would become
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the de facto default currency of those markets, Petrodollars.

These arrangements suited both sides at the time, which
featured a very particular set of circumstances. The previous
year, as Egypt and Syria attempted to regain territories
occupied by Israeli forces since the 1967 war, US President
Richard Nixon authorized an unprecedented airlift of weaponry
— everything from tanks, artillery, and ammunition to
helicopters, radars, and air-to-air missiles — to Israel. Arab
oil producers responded by playing their strongest card,
announcing an oil embargo against states that supported the
Israeli war effort. That led directly to supply shortages,
soaring prices, and long lines at filling stations across the
United States and many other countries, too, and indirectly to
several years of higher inflation. Although the embargo had
been lifted in March 1974, Washington was keen to prevent
similar shocks in the future.

The American economy was particularly vulnerable to longer-
term repercussions because of several factors, including a
general slowdown caused by its long, expensive, and ultimately
unsuccessful war in Vietnam. The real problem, though, stemmed
from another issue: in 1971, as the dollar continued to lose
ground against major European currencies, Nixon had taken the
United States off the gold standard, gutting the Bretton Woods
arrangements put in place after World War II and throwing
foreign exchange markets into disarray. With the Cold War as
backdrop, America appeared to be losing ground in its
strategic competition with the Soviet Union.

The so-called “side-deal”, then, was actually far more
important than the public agreement because it would restore
the dollar’s primacy in international markets, making it once
again the world’'s favorite reserve currency, while
simultaneously reducing the likelihood of future Arab oil
embargos. The new system worked very well for a very long
time: the US economy regained its stability, and Saudi Arabia
embarked on a long program of socioeconomic development that



continues to this day. Even as the Americans have sought
further protection by reducing their reliance on Saudi and
other OPEC crude, their bilateral partnership and the dollar’s
general prevalence in the o0il business have likewise persisted
despite all manner of diplomatic spats, crises, and other
obstacles.

Back in the present-day, the Soviet Union is no more, and
although the United States has an even more formidable
strategic rival in China, this competition carries neither the
day-to-day intensity nor the seeming inevitability of nuclear
Armageddon that the Cold War engendered. In addition, the
United States is now producing more crude oil than any country
ever has, further insulating its economy against exogenous
shocks, while China’s rapid expansion has made it the world’s
most prolific energy importer. In fact, Washington is years
into a “pivot to Asia” that will see it focus less attention
on the Middle East.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia is now led by Crown Prince, Mohammed
bin Salman (MBS), a young and highly ambitious ruler who has
shown himself more than willing to act independently of
American desires or even demands. Accordingly, it should not
surprise anyone that the behemoth facility now being
transported to Marjan is just the most visible tip of the
Sino-Saudi iceberg. Theirs is a burgeoning relationship driven
by complementary needs, with both parties investing in one
another’s economies and cooperating on large-scale energy and
industrial projects.

Given all of the foregoing, it is much too early to declare
the end of an era. Even if rumors that the Saudis will soon
start selling oil futures contracts in yuan or other
currencies turn out to be true and the results include an
erosion of the dollar’'s value, the US-Saudi economic
relationship remains very much in place, as do defense ties
ranging from procurement and maintenance to joint exercises
and training. This 1is not to mention the approximately 60,000



Saudi students who study at American universities every year,
or the countless other business and/or personal ties nurtured
over decades.

Then, US President, Jimmy Carter receiving the Crown Prince
Fahd of Saudi Arabia at the White House in Washington, 1977.
Seeing the continuation of the Petrodollar Agreement.

ALl the same, a new era has definitely begun: just as the
Americans have opened up other avenues to secure their energy
needs, the Saudis are now moving decisively to diversify their
foreign partnerships and have been doing so for many years.
Inevitably, the global oil and gas economy’s center of gravity
will shift eastward, but how could it be otherwise when China
and several other Asian economies have become such
powerhouses? The diversification path will almost certainly
include occasional stretches where Riyadh will have to make
difficult decisions, but this, too, reflects the confidence
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that MBS has in his country’s ability to determine its own
destiny.

Roudi Baroudi has worked in the energy sector for more than
four decades, with extensive experience in both the public and
private sectors. Having advised dozens of companies,
governments, and multilateral institutions on program and
policy development. He has been a loyal advocate for energy
stability and peace. He is also the author or co-author of
numerous books and articles, and currently serves as CEO of
Energy and Environment Holding, an independent consultancy
based in Doha, Qatar.

Regional Energy Expert Roudi
Baroudi Earns Award from
Washington Think Tank
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Transatlantic Leadership Network Recognizes Author for
Contributions to Peaceful Development in Eastern Mediterranean

WASHINGTON, DC November 9, 2023: Doha-based Lebanese author
Roudi Baroudi was one of two people presented with the 2023
Transatlantic Leadership Award at a ceremony in Washington
this week.

Although circumstances relating to the conflict in the Gaza
Strip prevented Baroudi from attending the event, both he and
Joshua Volz — the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Europe,
Eurasia, Africa, and the Middle East and the Office of
International Affairs at the US Department of Energy — were
recognized by the Transatlantic Leadership Network (TLN). Each
was cited at a gala dinner on Monday for his “valuable
contribution in building a peaceful and prosperous Eastern
Mediterranean” as part of the TLN’s 2nd Annual Conference on
Freedom of the Media.



“I was deeply honored to be named a recipient of this
prestigious award, and I will always be grateful for the many
ways in which the TLN has supported my work for several years
now,” Baroudi said. “I also look forward to working together
in the future so that one day, our descendants can know the
benefits of peace and coexistence. It is precisely 1in
difficult and trying times that cooler heads must be able and
willing to look at the reasons for current bloodshed and
recrimination, then envision pathways to a better future.”

Baroudi, who serves as CEO of independent consultancy Energy
and Environment Holding in Doha, is a long-time champion of
dialogue, cooperation, and practical solutions to both the
global climate crisis and recurrent tensions in the East Med.
A regular speaker at regional energy and policy conferences,
Baroudi’s insights are also avidly sought by local and
international media, as well as governments, major energy
companies, and investors.

Having advised both public and private sector actors on a wide
variety of energy issues, Baroudi is widely credited with
bringing unique perspective to all manner of policy
discussions. He 1is the author of several books, including
“Maritime Disputes in the Eastern Mediterranean: The Way
Forward” (2021), and “Climate and Energy in the Mediterranean:
What the Blue Economy Means for a Greener Future” (2022).
Together with Notre-Dame University — Louaize, Baroudi has
also published a study of the US-brokered October 2022
Maritime Boundary Agreement between Lebanon and Israel, and 1is
currently preparing another volume on Lebanon’s prospects for
similar deals with Cyprus and Syria.

The TLN describes itself as “a nonpartisan, independent,
international network of practitioners, private sector leaders
and policy analysts dedicated to strengthening and reorienting
transatlantic relations to the rapidly changing dynamics of a
globalizing world.”



Monday’'s ceremony was attended by a broad cross-section of
high-profile figures, including senior officials from the
Departments of Energy and State, numerous members of
Washington’s extensive diplomatic corps, and representatives
of both international organizations and various media outlets.

NFE project to produce LNG,
LPG, ethane, condensate and
helium: Al-Kaabil

Qatar’'s North Field East (NFE) project will produce
significant quantities of ethane, LPG, condensate and helium
besides liquefied natural gas, HE the Minister of State for
Energy Saad bin Sherida al-Kaabi has said.

Addressing a press conference at the QatarEnergy on Monday he
said the expected production of LNG from the nearly $29bn
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project would be 32.6mn tonnes annually.

The production of ethane from the project would amount to
1.5mn tonnes per year (tpy), LPG 4mn tpy, 250,000 barrels per
day of condensate and 5,000 tpy of helium.

In reply to a question by Gulf Times on Sunday, al-Kaabi said
the multi-billion dollar North Field expansion, the largest
LNG development in global history, will generate substantial
revenues for Qatar and hugely contribute to the country’s GDP.
QatarEnergy has selected ConocoPhillips as a partner in the
North Field East (NFE) expansion project, the single largest
project in the history of the LNG industry.

This is the third in a series of announcements on partnerships
in the $28.75bn expansion project.

Pursuant to the agreement signed yesterday, QatarEnergy and
ConocoPhillips will become partners in a new joint venture
company (JV), in which QatarEnergy will hold a 75% interest
while ConocoPhillips will hold the remaining 25% interest.

The JV in turn will own 12.5% of the entire NFE project, which
has a total LNG capacity of 32mn tonnes per year.

The NFE project employs the highest health, safety, and
environmental standards, including carbon capture and
sequestration, to reduce the project’s overall carbon
footprint to the lowest levels possible.

More partners are slated to join the NFE project, QatarEnergy
said yesterday.
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Lebanon vs. Israel: Karish Field Exploratory Drilling vs. Contested Waters
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Sun-starved Sweden turns to
solar to fill power void

Bloomberg
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Sweden, known for its long dark winters with barely any
daylight, is seeing a solar power boom.

Harnessing whatever sunshine the country gets is emerging as
the quickest solution to fill part of the void left by two
closed nuclear reactors in southern Sweden, where the biggest
cities and industries are located. With shortages piling up in
the region and consumers keen to secure green energy at stable
prices, solar is quickly catching up with wind as developers
put panels on rooftops and underutilised land in populated
areas.

While the lack of sunlight is a hindrance, every bit of new
electricity capacity will lower imports from Europe where
prices are more than three times higher than in the rest of
Sweden. Projects are also getting built quickly because
developers are directly getting into power sales deals with
consumers and aren’t dependent on government support, said
Harald Overholm, CEO of Alight AB, which started Sweden’s
biggest solar plant this month.

Companies are targeting a quick ramp-up, pushing total
capacity in the country to 2 gigawatt this year. That’'s more
than the two nuclear reactors in Ringhals that were halted in
2020, and will close the gap with Denmark, an early mover in
the industry in the region.

“We are very good at creating contracts directly with
commercial partners that use power, and that is what drives
our development,” said Harald Overholm, CEO of Alight.

The past winter has demonstrated the hole left behind by the
two atomic reactors, with the government facing the task of
resolving a divergent market. While vast hydro and wind
projects have kept the cost of electricity in the sparsely
populated north in check, a lack of generating capacity and
congested grids have forced the south at times to import
power.



Berlusconi’s bad break-up
with Putin reveals Italy-
Russia ties

Rome (AFP) — After a tycoon bromance, Italy’s Silvio
Berlusconi is struggling to break up with Russia’s Vladimir
Putin over the Ukraine war — like many in his country, where
ties with Moscow run deep.

The billionaire former premier’s unwillingness to speak ill of
Putin is echoed by other leading Italian politicians, while in
the media, there are concerns that pro-Russian sentiment has
warped into propaganda.

Prime Minister Mario Draghi is committed to NATO and the EU,
strongly backing sanctions against Moscow, and at his urging a
majority of Italy’s MPs approved sending weapons to help
Ukraine defend itself.
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But much of Draghi’s coalition government — Berlusconi’s Forza
Italia, Matteo Salvini’'s League and the once anti-
establishment Five Star Movement (M5S) — has long pursued a
“special relationship” with Moscow.

Italy used to have the largest Communist party in the West,
and many businesses invested in the Soviet Union in the 1960s,
while Russians in turn sought opportunities here.

Barely a month before the February 24 invasion, Putin spent
two hours addressing top Italian executives at a virtual
meeting.

Beds, hats, parties

Berlusconi, 85, has been out of office for more than a decade
but remains influential both in politics and through his media
interests, as founder of the Mediaset empire.

He was an ardent admirer of the Russian leader, and a close
chum — they stayed in each other’s holiday homes, skied
together and were snapped sporting giant fur hats.

“They were two autocrats who mutually reinforced their image:
power, physical prowess, bravado, glitz,” historian and
Berlusconi author Antonio Gibelli told AFP.

Putin gave Berlusconi a four-poster bed, in which the Italian
had sex with an escort in 2008, according to her tell-all
book. He in turn gave Putin, 69, a duvet cover featuring a
life-sized image of the two men.

In the months before the Ukraine war, Berlusconi continued to
promote his close ties, including a “long and friendly” New
Year’s Eve phone call.

It was not until April, two months after Russia’s invasion,
that he publicly criticised the conflict, saying he was
“disappointed and saddened” by Putin.



He has struggled to stay on message since then.

Speaking off the cuff in Naples last week, he said he thought
“Europe should.. try to persuade Ukraine to accept Putin’s
demands”, before backtracking and issuing a statement 1in
Kyiv’'s support.

“Breaking the twinning with Putin costs Berlusconi dearly: he
has to give up a part of his image,” Gibelli said.

Meanwhile, the leader of the anti-immigration League, Salvini,
who has proudly posed in Putin T-shirts in the past, has
argued against sending weapons to aid Ukraine.

The League did condemn Russia’s military aggression, “no ifs
and no buts”, on February 24 when Russia invaded.

But an investigation by the L’'Espresso magazine earlier this
week found that, in the over 600 messages posted by Salvini on
social media since Russia invaded, he had not once mentioned
Putin by name.

He did so for the first time on Thursday, saying “dialogue”
with Putin was good, and encouraging a diplomatic end to the
war.

‘Biased media’

Many pro-Russian figures are given significant airtime in the
media, which itself is highly politicised.

“Italy is a G7 country with an incredibly biased media
landscape,” Francesco Galietti, founder of risk consultancy
Policy Sonar, told AFP.

TV talk shows are hugely popular in Italy, and “one of the
main formats of information” for much of the public, notes
Roberta Carlini, a researcher at the Centre for Media
Pluralism and Media Freedom at the European University



Institute.
But she warns they often “obscure facts”.

Italy’'s state broadcaster RAI is being investigated by a
parliamentary security committee for alleged “disinformation”,
amid complaints over the frequent presence of Russian guests
on talks shows.

Commercial giant Mediaset is also in hot water after airing an
interview with Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 1in
which highly polemical claims went unchallenged.

It defended the interview, saying good journalism meant
listening to “even the most controversial and divisive”
opinions.

“RAI is a reflection of the political landscape, with its many
pro-Russian parties. And Mediaset.. well, Berlusconi is an old
pal of Putin’s, so what do you expect?” Galietti said.

He also points to a decades-long culture in Italy of allowing
conspiracy theories — particularly on the interference of US
spies in Italian politics — to circulate in the media
unchallenged.

“You end up with a situation where Russia Today (RT) 1is
considered as authoritative as the BBC,” he said.

© 2022 AFP



