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La présidence de Biden offre
de « nouvelles opportunités »
pour débloquer le gaz de 1la
Méditerranée de 1’Est
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Athenes, Gréce : Le monde post-Covid aura toujours besoin de
gaz naturel de la Méditerranée de 1’'Est et 1le nouveau
président de 1’'Amérique pourrait avoir les bonnes références
pour surmonter les obstacles diplomatiques, c’'est ce qu’un

vétéran de la scene énergétique régionale a déclaré mercredi
lors d’une conférence a Atheénes.

Roudi BAROUDI, PDG d’Energy and Environment Holding, un
cabinet de conseil indépendant basé au Qatar, a déclaré, le
premier jour des Dialogues d’Athenes sur 1’énergie, que Biden
avait plusieurs qualités qui pourraient lui permettre de
briser 1’impasse.

Baroudi a déclaré dans les remarques transmises par un lien
vidéo que « dans le passé, Biden a démontré une compréhension
considérable des problemes affectant la Méditerranée de 1'Est
ainsi qu’'une perspective qui met en faveur des solutions



juridiques et diplomatiques ».

En outre, il a déclaré a un public comprenant des
personnalités clés de 1'énergie, des finances et du
gouvernement que le nouveau président « a déja exprimé sa
détermination a réaffirmer certaines des prérogatives clés de
Washington sur la scene internationale. Il s’agit notamment de
son role stabilisateur traditionnel en Méditerranée, ainsi que
sa défense du NATO, qui se trouve inclure a la fois la Grece
et la Turquie, apres quatre ans ou Donald Trump a sapé
1’alliance a chaque occasion ».

Les récentes découvertes du pétrole et du gaz offshore ont
ramené les tensions gréco-turques mijotant depuis longtemps au
premier plan, Ankara devenant beaucoup plus affirmée quant a
ses revendications maritimes, en particulier lorsque celles-ci
se chevauchent avec celles de la Grece et de Chypre.

BAROUDI, qui pendant des années a défendu la coopération dans
le domaine de 1’énergie comme un moyen d’'apaiser les tensions
entre plusieurs pays de la Méditerranée de 1l’est, a récemment
écrit un livre sur la facon de régler les revendications
concurrentes dans la région. Plus précisément, les «
différends maritimes en Méditerranée de 1’Est: 1la voie a
suivre examine les outils et modeles définis dans 1la
Convention des Nations Unies sur le Droit de la Mer (UNCLOS).

I1 a déclaré a l’auditoire que 1'UNCLOS « fournit tous les
outils et bases procédurales pour la résolution pacifique »
des revendications rivales.

BAROUDI ajouta : « La résurrection par Biden d’une politique
étrangere américaine plus conventionnelle signifie de
nouvelles opportunités pour la Grece, la Turquie et d’autres
pays de la région pour tracer un avenir plus coopératif et
plus productif ». « Les prix dans cette tentative comprennent
non seulement une réduction des tensions et une facilitation
de milliards de dollars de ventes et d’économies d'énergie,



mais aussi un élément crucial de la transition de la région
vers un avenir a plus faibles émissions de carbone ».
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Avec plus de 40 ans d'expérience dans le secteur de 1’'énergie,
BAROUDI a contribué a faconner les choix politiques et
d’'investissement pour les entreprises, les gouvernements, les
investisseurs et les organisations supranationales comme 1'ONU
et 1'Union européenne. Il a expliqué aux journalistes apres
son discours que cela a également un “role clé dans le
maintien des tensions ».

OpitAia k. Roudi Baroudi,
Athens Energy Forum 2021
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H mpoebpia Mndivtev mpoopépel «vé€eg evkalpiec» va EekAe1dwoe
TO QUO1KO aéplo otnv AvatoAlkr Mecdyetro.

ABAva, EAAGDBa : «0 kOopog otnv petd Covid emoxr Ba €EakoAovOet
va xpeldletatl Quolkd agplo amd tnv AvatoAilkA Mecdyeio Kol o
véog mpdedpog twv HMA {owg va €xel Ta KATAAANAQ diamioTtevTApla
Wote va mpoomnepdoel TA H1MAWMATIKG eumodia» €vag PetepdvoC NG
MEPLPEPELAKAC EVEPYELAKAC oknNvAC dAAwce o€ ouvédplo otnv ABRAva
v Tetdptn.

0 PovUvti Mmapovvti, Alrevblvwv XOuBouvAo¢ tn¢ Energy and
Environment Holding, plia aveEdptnTtng oVUPOVAEVTIKAC €Ttalpeioag
ue €6pa 1o Katdp O6NAwcoe tnv mpwtn MEPa Tov ocvvedpiov Athens
Energy Dialogues, 6t1 0 Mmoivtev €xel MOAAEC 1KOVOTNTEC TOUL O«
MTTOPOoVOoaY va TOL EMITPEYOUY va AVoel Tov YyOpdio deouod.

«0 Mnoivtev o010 MaPeEABOY €xel emdbeifer a&rompdoekTn Katavonon



o€ B€uata mov a@opovv TNV AvatoAilkn Mecdyeio , KaBWG esmiong o€
Mla mpoomTiKh mov H6ivel €ugaon O6€ VOUIKEC KAl OHITMAWUATUIKECG
AVog1g» Tévioe 0 K. Mmopouvtl otnv diladiktuvakh TomoOETNnorn TOV.

EminAéov, vmMoypauulce, o6€ €va KOlvd TOL amoTteAovvTav amd
EKTIPOOWMOUC TNG KuLuB&pvnong, TOU EVEPYELAKOD KOl TOVL
EMUYXELPNUATIKOD TOMEX, O vEOG mpoedpog €xel Ndn dHiratunwoer tnv
amo@aoloTikOTNTA va enavoBeBailwoel oplopéva amnd Ta Baoikd
npovOuta tTng Ovdoilyvktov otn O61eBvhl oknvh. Xe avtd
neplAauBavetatrl o nmapadoolakdg otabepomoinTiKOC TNG POAOGC OTN
Meocdyelo kKabwc emiong¢ kot n vmepdomnion tov NATO , péEAN TOUL
onmoiov n EAAGda katl n Toupkia Kol €vy) Ta TeEAevtala TEooEpQ
xpévia n d6irakvBEpvnon tov NtéAavt Tpaum LMOVOUEVLOE Th CLPPAX
ME KABe eukailpla.

Npbogatec avakaAvyelc off shore metpeAaiov kal @uoilkoL agpiov
EPEPAV T1GC OVO1XTEC eml dekaetieg €AANVOTOUPKIKEG €EVTACELG
M&A1 ©6TO TMPOOKAV1IO, ME TNV AyKvpa va yiveTtat meplocdTEPO
QTMOPUG1OT1KI OTOULG 10XVPLOMOVG TNC €mMl TWV OaAocoiwv Cwvwv
16taitepa oe auvtég mov €xel aviimapddeon Pe TNV EAAGDA KO
tnv Kompo.

0 K. Mnopovvtl o0 omoiog emt Ypdvia £XEL MPWIAYWVIOTACEL OTN
ovvepyaocola emnl Twv OepdTwv e€véEpyelag, , Eypaye mpdédopata £va
B1BA{o ylia TOUGC OLUPBLBACHOUVC TOUL AMALTOUVTIAlL METAED TWV
AVTOYWV1O0T1LKWOY 10XVPLOMWY OTNv TEPLOXN WG €vag Tpomog va
odbnyAocel otnv AamoKAlHdKwon TNG €vtaong METAED TWV XWPWV TNG
AvatoAlkAG Mecoyeiov. Xvykekpilpéva oto BiBA{o tov pe tTiTAO
«A10QopEC €ml Twv BaAdoolwv OeudTwv otnv AvatoAilkAf Meodyeio: 0
TPOMOC va TAUE uMpooTd» eEetdlel T €pyaAeia Kal ol €vkalpieg
nov amnoppéovv amd tn XvuBaocn yra to Aikaio TG OAANCCOHC TWV
Hvwuévwy EGvov ( UNCLOS)

H oOuPBaocn, eimne oto akpoatAplo, mMaApEXEl OAa Ta epyaAeio Kol
T1¢ Oradikaotikég PBdoeilig yia tnv €1pnvikfl emniAvon Twv
AVTLUMAXOUEVWY 1OXVPLOMRV.

H evepyomoinon tou MmalvTeEV O€ HM1O TM1O0 OUVMBATIKA EEWTEPLKNA



MOA1T1KA Twv HMNA onuaivel véeg svkaipleg yia tnv EAAGda, TNV
Tovpkia Kal GAAEC XWPEC TNC MEPLOXAC va oxedidoouv €va Tmio
OUVVEPYAO1UO Kal Tapoywylkd pEAAOvV, mpdobece o K. MmapovvTl.

Ta ké€pbn o€ avthA TNV mpoomndbela meEPLAaUBAvouv O6x1 HOvVO TN
neiwon tTwv €vtdoewv Kat tn H1EVKOALYVON TWV TMWANCEWYV EVEPYELQC
af{oac Oroekatoppvpiwv doAapilwv aAAGd Ba amoteAEcel £€va
ONUAVT1KO mopdyovta otn MHeTafiBaocn tTNG MEPLOXNG OE €va PEAAOV
ME YaunAdTepeg ekmounég 61o&e1dbiov tTov dvbpaka.

Me mepilocdtepa amd 40 xpoévia eunerplag otn Brounyavia TNC
EVEPYELNG, O K. Mmapovvtli €xel BonbAcoel otn dlraudpoewon
MOALTIKWOV KOl EMEVOVTIKWY €mMIAOYWYV yla €talpelecg, KuvBepvAcerg,
enMevbuTtéC Kal d1eBveic opyaviopovg O6nwg o OHE kot n Evpwnaiki
Evwon. H teAgvtala, O6nwg €EAynoe otoug dnuooiloypdeovg HETA TNV
oMuiAtla Tov, maitlel €va onuoavTtiké pOAO OTO VO KPATA TG
EVTACELG XOUNAL.
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BIDEN PRESIDENCY OFFERS ‘NEW
OPPORTUNITIES’ TO UNLOCK EAST
MED GAS

Athens February
Energy 17 & 18

d Dialogues | 2021

ATHENS, Greece: The post-COVID world will still need natural
gas from the Eastern Mediterranean, and America’s new
president may have just the right credentials to overcome
diplomatic obstacles, a veteran of the regional energy scene
told a conference in Athens on

Wednesday.

Roudi Baroudi, CEO of Energy and Environment Holding, an
independent consultancy based in Qatar, told the first day of
the Athens Energy Dialogues that Biden had several qualities


https://euromenaenergy.com/biden-presidency-offers-new-opportunities-to-unlock-east-med-gas/
https://euromenaenergy.com/biden-presidency-offers-new-opportunities-to-unlock-east-med-gas/
https://euromenaenergy.com/biden-presidency-offers-new-opportunities-to-unlock-east-med-gas/

that might enable him to break up the logjam.

“Biden in the past has demonstrated considerable understanding
of issues affecting the Eastern Med, as well as a perspective
that emphasizes legal and diplomatic solutions,” Baroudi said
in remarks delivered by video link. In addition, he told an
audience including key energy, finance, and government
figures, the new president “has already articulated a
determination to reassert some of Washington’s Kkey
prerogatives on the international stage. These include its
traditional stabilizing role in the Mediterranean, as well as
its championing of NATO, which happens to include both Greece
and Turkey, after four years of Donald Trump undermining the
alliance at every opportunity.”

Recent discoveries of offshore oil and gas have brought long-
simmering Greco-Turkish tensions back to the front burner,
with Ankara becoming much more assertive about its maritime
claims, especially where these overlap with those of Greece
and Cyprus.

Baroudi, who for years has championed cooperation in energy as
a way of defusing tensions among several East Med countries,
has recently written a book about how to settle competing
claims in the region. Specifically, ‘Maritime Disputes in the
Eastern Mediterranean:

The Way Forward’ examines the tools and templates laid down in
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

UNCLOS, he told the audience, “provides all the tools and
procedural bases for the peaceful resolution” of rival claims.
“Biden’s resurrection of a more conventional US foreign policy
means new opportunities for Greece, Turkey, and other
countries in the region

to chart out a more cooperative and more productive future,”
Baroudi added. “The prizes in this endeavor include not just a
reduction of tensions and the facilitation of billions of
dollars worth of energy sales and savings, but also a crucial
component of the region’s transition



to a lower-carbon future.”
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With more than 40 years of experience in the energy industry,
Baroudi has helped shape policy and investment choices for
companies, governments, 1investors, and supranational
organizations like the UN and the European Union. The latter,
he explained to reporters after his

talk, also has a “key part in keeping the tensions down”.

Senate shift paves way for
straight-talking US climate
reforms
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LONDON: Democratic Senate seat wins in the state of Georgia
have given US President-elect Joe Biden a “green light to move
forward” on some key shifts in national climate policy, such
as much greener pandemic stimulus spending, US policy analysts
said.

With Democrats now in control of the Senate, “it’s a huge,
huge difference”, Nigel Purvis, CEO of the Washington-based
Climate Advisers policy group, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

“This almost doubles what he can do — he has a whole
additional range of tools and levers at his disposal,” said
Purvis, who has worked with three former US administrations on
climate policy.

Biden has proposed a $2-trillion, climate-smart economic
stimulus plan, for instance, which he would not have been able
to get through if the Georgia election had turned out
differently. “Now he has a real chance,” Purvis added. Biden’s
thin Senate majority means he is unlikely to be able to pass a
single comprehensive climate change bill, which would require



the approval of 60 per cent of senators.

But many measures related to raising or spending money -
including stimulus funding for things like electric vehicle
infrastructure, or incentives for farmers to sequester more
carbon — can win approval with a simple majority.

Biden should, for instance, now be able to back his plans to
mainstream climate action into all government agencies with
cash to make that possible, said Christina DeConcini, director
of government affairs at the World Resources Institute (WRI).

“There are limits for sure, but it’s .. a green light to move
forward,” she said. “I really think this is a new day for
climate in the United States.”

Talking jobs

How shifts in climate policy are framed for a country
politically divided on the issue will be crucial to Biden’s
success in bringing change, the analysts said.

Gina McCarthy, former administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency under President Barack Obama and Biden’s
nominee to become the first national climate adviser, for
instance, speaks more about the need for a “cleaner, stronger,
more resilient economy” than about climate change.

“We know clean energy supports millions of jobs in the United
States and it can support millions more,” as well as saving
money and improving people’s health, she told an online event
in November.

To get people behind climate action, governments “need to give
citizens and communities a better life today” — not just
promises that future catastrophes will be avoided, she added.

Rachel Kyte, a former UN special representative on energy and
dean of the Fletcher School for Law and Diplomacy at Tufts
University in Massachusetts, said McCarthy and other Biden



cabinet picks excel at talking about the need for climate-
friendly reforms “in language ordinary people can understand”.

“They will find a very main-street narrative for why these are
common-sense policies” — and that could galvanize broader
bipartisan support, she predicted.

Alden Meyer, a strategic adviser with independent climate
change think-tank E3G, noted that during the last fiscal
crisis in 2009, the Obama-Biden administration crafted a
stimulus package that included $90 billion for clean energy
technology.

Biden’s pick for energy secretary, former Michigan governor
Jennifer Granholm, in that crisis helped negotiate a rescue of
the US auto industry that included an agreement by Detroit to
adopt much more aggressive fuel economy standards.

Such “green strings” on stimulus cash will be needed to help
drive effective climate action in the United States and
globally, climate analysts say.

“This is not new territory for Biden,” Meyer said. “He knows
this game very well. He gets this, he feels this in his
bones.”

Pressure from the left

Another challenge for Biden, the analysts said, will be
keeping onboard factions of the Democratic Party — such as the
youth-led Sunset Movement - that are demanding swift,
immediate and aggressive action on climate threats.

The Sunrise Movement has already told Democratic Senate
leaders it expects “an enormous green spending bill on day
one”, Kyte said — and that desire for rapid change may be at
odds with efforts to sell climate action to a broader US
audience.

Yet, despite paralysing political polarisation on many



climate-related issues, a few hints of possible bipartisan
compromise have emerged in recent months, the analysts said.

Stimulus and relief packages passed in December included
policies that could help set the stage for decarbonisation of
the US economy, such as tax incentives for clean energy and
carbon capture technologies.

Congress also agreed, with bipartisan support, to phase out
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), powerful climate pollutants used in
air-conditioning and refrigeration equipment.

As well, a Democrat-controlled US Congress is likely to work
more closely with the cities, states and other bodies that
have driven US climate action during global-warming skeptic
President Donald Trump’s administration, said WRI's DeConcini.

US businesses — a growing number of which have adopted net-
zero emissions goals, or are having to adhere to tougher
climate policies in other countries where they work — also
increasingly want consistent, clear climate policy, she said.

“At some point, the desire to just stay the course — because
they see the future on the wall and because it’s good for
their bottom line — will become so strong it will provide the
political momentum for the U.S. to move toward a decarbonized
economy,” she predicted.

Published in Dawn, January 10th, 2021
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How Brexit talks overcame
suspicion, resentment and

fish
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It was always likely to come down to fish, and even the final
hours were occupied by cod and mackerel.

After nine months of bartering, British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson could declare that his trade deal with the European
Union was done, while the bloc got to keep close ties with one
of the world’s biggest economies.

Yet, while the outline was agreed around Wednesday lunchtime,
it took a night to go through the legal text. Then, with the
choreography already in place, last-minute haggling over fish
stocks in the draft meant that an announcement didn’t come
until the afternoon of Christmas Eve. The situation became
more frantic because of disagreements over how the figures had
been calculated.

For about 200 officials agonizing over the minutiae, it was
time to finally emerge from the darkness. They spent more than
2,000 hours shut in rooms with little or no natural light as
negotiators confronted each other in London and Brussels while
Brexit was overshadowed by the human and economic cost of the



coronavirus pandemic.

Some learned to respect their opposite numbers, others grew to
resent them. At times, mutual suspicion and paranoia over
listening devices made Brexit look like a chapter from the
Cold War, all heightened by COVID-19 restrictions. Intimate
chats in cafes were out; liaisons in parks were in. One
British diplomat called it “Brexit noir.”

France’s blocking of the U.K.’s biggest port before Christmas
was ostensibly to prevent a new strain of the coronavirus
spreading to the continent. Yet there was also the sense in
Paris that the chaos that halted thousands of trucks would
demonstrate to the U.K. what was at stake. Officials said the
two-day stoppage had focused the minds on what the EU’s chief
negotiator, Michel Barnier, termed the “final push.”

For the negotiating teams, it was just another twist after
spending the greater part of 2020 poring over air cargo,
fingerprint data and - critically - 100 different fish
species. One official described the process as like “pulling
out eyelashes, one by one.”

They lived out of suitcases, working through two waves of
infections that forced many into isolation. On occasions,
tears were shed when they thought they were about to fail,
even as recently as the morning of the deal. In the end, many
were airlifted out of Brussels on a Royal Air Force plane to
get home for Christmas.

This account of how the talks unfolded 1is based on
conversations with officials with intimate knowledge of what
went on. ALl of them asked not to be identified.

While the outcome brought celebration and relief as the final
deal took shape, it had looked very different on Dec. 10. In a
third-floor conference room in the British government’s
building in Brussels, British lead negotiator David Frost told
his team a deal looked almost impossible. Johnson was warning



his country that failure looked likely.

The evening before, on Dec. 9, a dinner meeting on the 13th
floor of the European Commission’s Berlaymont headquarters in
Brussels between Johnson and Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen hadn’t gone to plan. After she warned him publicly
to “keep distance” when they took their face masks off, they
found themselves wrangling over the same points that had
bogged down the negotiations since the start.

At one point, von der Leyen’'s aides showed Johnson a
PowerPoint slide that the EU had published in February. It
showed how close the U.K. is to Europe geographically and how
much the two sides trade with each other, to explain why the
EU insisted on fair competition rules in any deal.

But the U.K. had already dismissed the chart at the start of
the year. To the people close to the negotiations, it felt
like they were back at square one.

“We were numb,” said one U.K. official after Frost briefed
them the following morning. Another fought back tears. “We
just wanted to know when we could go home and see our
families,” the official said.

As it looked like their efforts had come to nothing, the
British negotiating team distracted themselves by challenging
each other to come up with the best haiku. But the dinner at
least had shown more clearly where the differences lay -
helped in some small part by the menu of scallops and turbot -
and Johnson and von der Leyen were now in charge.

Compromises were found on one of the longstanding sticking
points: the level playing field for fair competition, or rules
to ensure neither side held a post-Brexit advantage for
companies. The U.K. knew a deal was attainable if it backed
down on some of its objections to the EU being able to impose
tariffs if Britain does not follow the bloc’s toughening of
labor, social and environmental standards.



But the U.K. wanted something in return. The final days came
down mainly to the fishing rights in British waters. Johnson
and von der Leyen held further phone calls and, although
officials said they still seemed to be talking across each
other, on the ground the sides started to converge.

On Dec. 19, the prime minister was preparing to announce to
the nation that he was taking drastic action to lock down
London and ban Christmas gatherings because of a new highly
virulent coronavirus strain. He also signaled to Frost that
the time had come to do a deal.

As talks focused in on the issue of fishing rights, British
negotiators were taken aback that the EU wasn’t budging as
much as they thought it would, and by the following night
things looked bleak again.

In an attempt to get the deal over the line, Johnson and von
der Leyen held two tense phone calls Monday. The Commission
president said the EU, particularly France, wouldn’t accept
anything more than a 25% reduction in the amount of fish it
could catch in British waters — and that this was the final
offer.

Johnson had been pushing for 80%, though had just proposed
30%, a figure that might already be difficult to sell to his
party in Parliament. Both sides were now feeling nervous about
the prospects of a deal before Christmas, and when Johnson and
von der Leyen spoke on Tuesday afternoon, they were still
sticking to their guns.

That all changed on Tuesday night. After frantic phone calls
between Brussels, Paris and Berlin, the EU came through with a
new offer: Von der Leyen’s Brexit adviser, Stephanie Riso,
called Frost and told him the bloc would drop its longstanding
demand that it should be able to impose far-reaching tariffs
on the U.K. should it restrict fish access in the future, a
power known as cross-retaliation.



That was the final piece of the jigsaw. The U.K.’s top team
sent urgent messages to their colleagues, some of whom were
already back at their Brussels hotel packing their suitcases
to go home for Christmas. They got down to work on fishing
rights immediately and worked late Tuesday night.

By Wednesday, when Johnson and von der Leyen spoke again -
four times that day — the outline of a deal was there. In
return for the dropping of cross-retaliation, Johnson accepted
a reduction of 25% on fishing, with a five-and-a-half-year
transition period. That means that he can say that in June
2026, on the 10th anniversary of the EU referendum, the U.K.
will have full control of its waters.

n

“This moment marks the end of a long voyage,” von der Leyen
told a news conference in Brussels on Thursday. “At the end of
such voyages, I normally feel joy. But today I feel
satisfaction and relief. It’s time to leave Brexit behind.”

The most recent leg of that journey started in March, but made
little progress until after the summer. The coronavirus
pandemic derailed arrangements almost immediately.

Shortly after the first negotiating round, several members of
the two teams, including Frost and Barnier, were laid low
either because they tested positive or were displaying
symptoms. They continued talks over videoconference, though
couldn’t meet in person again until the end of June.

That meant negotiators couldn’t strike up a rapport. “There
were no handshakes, no gentle pats on the back, no opportunity
to chat things over informally over a drink,” said one EU
official. “That’s how deals are normally done.”

Intimacy came in the form of web cameras into people’s homes.
One EU negotiator worked from a blood-red room with a bird
cage, while a British official spoke from his shed in the
English Midlands. Another from the U.K. sat in her kitchen
between a bouquet of lilies and a set of knives. “It was



n

perfect for her,” one person involved in the talks joked.

There were technical problems with video technology, and both
sides were worried about the security of discussing sensitive
issues online. Officials found it difficult to work jointly on
documents.

When they did resume face-to-face contact, the British side
tried to win Barnier over. Over the summer, Frost wooed the
Frenchman during private dinners at Carlton Gardens, an
elegant 19th century London townhouse carefully chosen because
of the emotions it might stir. The building served as the
headquarters of the “Free France” government in exile during
World War II led by Charles de Gaulle, Barnier’s political
hero — though also the French leader who vetoed Britain’s
membership of the EU’s precursor.

Months went by in almost constant deadlock, though. Barnier
told Frost that before going into a submarine you need to make
sure the doors are firmly shut, in response to Frost's
requests to intensify negotiations. As one negotiator put it:
“There’s only so many times you can tell each other exactly
the same thing about fish without going slightly crazy.”

The coronavirus weighed on the talks almost from the start.
The revised train timetable under the English Channel meant
there was only one shuttle to Brussels in the morning and one
to London at night. Lockdowns closed bars and restaurants, and
officials were forced to eat tepid dinners dropped off in
paper bags alone in their hotel rooms for days on end.

In November, Barnier worked at home by candlelight after a
power cut affected part of Brussels while he was in quarantine
after one of his team tested positive for COVID-19.

Indeed, darkness became a theme of the talks. In London, they
took place in an underground conference center belonging to
the U.K. government’s business department dubbed “The Cave.”
In Brussels, meetings in the drab 1970s-style Borschette



center took place from early morning to late at night. Starved
of fresh air and exercise, negotiators started sharing vitamin
D pills.

And with darkness came the sense of noir. During the first set
of Brexit negotiations in 2018, the EU’s trade supremo, Sabine
Weyand, told attaches of her concern they were being bugged by
the British secret service, something the U.K. flatly denied.
Two years on, that paranoia persisted, an EU diplomat said.
Johnson and his aides were asked to surrender their phones
when they met von der Leyen for dinner.

Brussels officials in normal times might have allowed trusted
journalists into their offices to view documents too sensitive
to email. Now, they hid print-outs in the pages of the Le Soir
newspaper as they sipped takeaway coffees on street corners.

While nervousness extended to both sides, key decision-making
was taking place elsewhere anyway. Johnson exchanged text
messages with French President Emmanuel Macron. Frost was in
regular contact with Uwe Corsepius, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s top adviser.

For all the hours together, the two sides spent most of the
time talking past each other. Even when Johnson and von der
Leyen spoke again on the phone, officials said it sounded like
they were talking from completely different positions.

The reasons for Brexit were something many on the EU side
struggled to understand. While “sovereignty” became the U.K.'’s
mantra throughout the nine months, it was a running joke among
the EU negotiators. Whenever Frost tweeted the word, they
expected little to be achieved for the next few days.

In her speech Thursday, von der Leyen pointedly remarked that
everyone should ask themselves what sovereignty actually means
in the 21st century.

At various times, the talks were very close to collapse, not



least when the British government threatened to break
international law by unpicking part of the withdrawal
agreement on leaving the EU. But the EU saw the move as just
provocation. It was clear that, despite everything, both sides
desperately wanted a deal.

Indeed, they always returned to the table. As it became closer
to Christmas, and the end of the U.K.’s post-Brexit transition
period, tensions increased. British officials said they
observed cross words between Barnier and senior members of the
EU team. Witnesses reported hearing shouting from the U.K.
team’s base in London.

Asked how they planned to celebrate the deal, one member of
the British group already knew: “I’'m going to sleep.”

Qatar Airways allowed to
reroute some flights through
Saudli airspace
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Qatar Airways on Thursday said it had started rerouting
flights through Saudi Arabian airspace.

“This evening, Qatar Airways began to reroute some flights
through Saudi airspace,” Qatar’s

national carrier tweeted, adding the first flight to use Saudi
airspace was QR1365, which was

scheduled to leave Doha for Johannesburg at 8.45pm.

Flight-tracking websites later showed QR1365’'s flight path
over Saudi Arabia on its way to the
South African city.

This was the first scheduled Qatar Airways service to fly over
Saudi Arabia since the start of the
Gulf crisis in mid-2017.

Earlier this week, the Al-Ula Declaration was signed during
the GCC Summit for the restoration

of full relations between Qatar and the four nations — Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt —

that had cut ties in 2017. This includes the reopening of
borders and airspace.

Meanwhile, aviation analyst Alex Macheras told Gulf Times that



“this is the most significant

development in more than three and a half years, as ‘NOTAMs’
(notices to flight crew issued by

country aviation regulators) were updated by Saudi Arabia on
Thursday, removing the airspace

ban on Qatari-registered jets”.

“The removal of the ban was effective immediately, meaning
just moments later a Qatar Airways

A350 bound for South Africa became the first commercial
airline flight in over three years to

cross into Saudi airspace, reducing flight time and saving
fuel,” he said. “The airspace of Saudi

Arabia is now open to Qatar without restriction, and we should
expect Qatar’s national airline,

Qatar Airways, to resume flights to Saudi Arabia very soon.

“For now, flights that have been avoiding Saudi airspace for
the duration of the blockade will

now overfly the kingdom.”

Qatar Airways pilots will once again be communicating with
Saudi’'s air traffic controllers, and the

airline will enjoy the fuel savings immediately — a win for
the environment too, he noted.

“We’'re expecting the ‘NOTAMs’ of the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Egypt to also be

updated in due course, following Saudi Arabia in removing
their airspace bans on Qatar,”

Macheras added.



China set to bail out Irag
with multibillion-dollar o1l
deal

, » k.
Baghdad: Iraq is poised to sign a multibillion-dollar contract
with China ZhenHua 0il Co., a bailout from Beijing for the
cash-strapped government which will receive money upfront in
exchange for long-term oil supplies.

The deal is the latest example of China, via state-controlled
trading companies and banks, lending to struggling oil
producers such as Angola, Venezuela and Ecuador, with
repayment in the form of oil barrels rather than cash. This
year’s crash in oil prices has hammered Iraq’s budget and the
government has failed to pay teachers and civil servants on
time.
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The Iraqi agency in charge of petroleum exports, SOMO, picked
ZhenHua after asking oil traders for bids, according to people
familiar with the matter. Cabinet spokesman Hassan Nadhim said
on Tuesday there had been “several offers” and they were being
studied before Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi makes the
final decision.

Upfront payment

Under the terms of a letter SOMO sent last month, the winning
bidder will buy 4 million barrels a month, or about 130,000 a
day. They will pay upfront for one year of supply, which at
current prices would bring in more than $2 billion, according
to Bloomberg calculations. The deal runs for five years — but
the upfront payment is only for one year.

The deal attracted widespread interest among major oil
traders, according to the people. The deadline for the tender
was extended from late November to allow companies more time
to bid.

ZhenHua 0il didn’t reply to an email seeking comment that was
sent to its headquarters in Beijing after normal business
hours on Tuesday.

All major producers have taken a hit from oil’s coronavirus-
triggered plunge. But Iraq, where crude accounts for almost
all government revenue, is in a worse position than most. Its
economy will contract 12% this year, more than that of any
other OPEC member under a production quota, according to
International Monetary Fund forecasts.

Thousands of Iragis have taken to the streets in recent months
to protest about worsening living conditions. The government
has struggled to fulfil its commitments to the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries, which agreed at the height of
the pandemic in April to cut output. Baghdad has pumped above
its cap on several occasions, angering OPEC’s de facto leader



Saudi Arabia.

Rare deal

Energy-rich nations short on revenue have often relied on pre-
payment deals to raise money, but Baghdad hasn’t done so until
now. The semi-autonomous Kurdistan Regional Government 1in
northern Iraq has used similar contracts in the past, as have
Chad and the Republic of Congo.

In a pre-payment deal, the oil buyer effectively becomes a
lender to the country. The barrels are security for the loan.

Iraq’s woes make it harder for the government to raise money
more conventionally, such as through the bond market. The
country’s dollar yields average 7.5%, one of the highest
levels for any sovereign. Goldman Sachs Group Inc. said this
week that Iragq was among the most vulnerable bond issuers
heading into 2021.

The pre-payment part of Iraq’s contract is one of the largest
in recent history, although less than the record $10 billion
that Russia’s state-run Rosneft raised in 2013 from trading
houses Vitol Group and Glencore Plc.

Besides its size, the Iragi deal is rare because it allows the
winner to ship crude to wherever it wishes for a year.
Normally, Middle Eastern crude is sold with strict clauses
preventing traders and refiners from re-selling the barrels to
different regions.

The exclusion of that clause was probably seen as advantageous
enough to compensate for the fact the pre-payment money is
effectively interest-free for Iraq. A country usually pays a
yield for the cash it receives upfront.



Revitalize China

ZhenHua produces and trades oil. The company has played a
large role in Beijing’'s so-called “going global” policy for
energy. It has invested in o0il concessions in the United Arab
Emirates, Kazakhstan and Myanmar, and trades crude originating
from the likes of Kuwait, Brazil and the Republic of Congo.

The company was founded in 2003 as a subsidiary of the largest
Chinese state-owned defense contractor, known as Norinco.
According to its website, ZhenHua trades about 1.3 million
barrels a day of oil and finished products.

Other major Chinese traders include Unipec, Chinaoil and
Sinochem. Shrouded in relative secrecy in the past, these
state companies are gaining prominence as China’s o0il
consumption rises. It’s set to soon overtake the U.S. as the
world’s largest crude importer.

ZhenHua, meaning “Revitalize China” in Mandarin, started a
joint-venture with SOMO to market barrels into China in 2018,
though it was later scrapped.

Lebanon sets starting point
for sea border negotiations
with Israel
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BEIRUT (Reuters) — President Michel Aoun on Thursday specified
Lebanon’s starting point for demarcating its sea border with
Israel under U.S.-mediated talks, in the first public
confirmation of a stance sources say increases the size of the
disputed area.

Israel and Lebanon launched the negotiations last month with
delegations from the long-time foes convening at a U.N. base
to try to agree on the border that has held up hydrocarbon
exploration in the potentially gas-rich area.

A presidency statement said Aoun instructed the Lebanese team
that the demarcation line should start from the land point of
Ras Naqoura as defined under a 1923 agreement and extend
seaward in a trajectory that a security source said extends
the disputed area to some 2,300 square km (888 sq miles) from
around 860 sq km.

Israel’s energy minister, overseeing the talks with Lebanon,
said Lebanon had now changed its position seven times and was
contradicting its own assertions.



“Whoever wants prosperity in our region and seeks to safely
develop natural resources must adhere to the principle of
stability and settle the dispute along the lines that were
submitted by Israel and Lebanon at the United Nations,” Yuval
Steinitz said.

Any deviation, Steinitz said, would lead to a “dead end”.

Last month sources said the two sides presented contrasting
maps for proposed borders. They said the Lebanese proposal
extended farther south than the border Lebanon had years
before presented to the United Nations and that of the Israeli
team pushed the boundary farther north than Israel’s original
position.

The talks, the culmination of three years of diplomacy by
Washington, are due to resume in December.

Israel pumps gas from huge offshore fields but Lebanon, which
has yet to find commercial gas reserves in its own waters, is
desperate for cash from foreign donors as it faces the worst
economic crisis since its 1975-1990 civil war.

Additional reporting by Ari Rabinovitch in Jerusalem; Writing
by Ghaida Ghantous; Editing by Janet Lawrence



