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Lebanon and Israeli gazetted boundaries —

Lebanese unilateral declared MB document (2010) vs Israeli unilateral declared — so—
document (2011)

Source: R. Baroudi EuroMED DTS Studies (April 2021 updated results)

01 moAiltiko{ KUOKAOl TOu AlBdvou acyoAolvial Kol TMAAl, auvuTA TN
QOpPA OXET1KA pE TO €dv o A{Bavog mpémel va KATABECEL OTQ
Hvwuéva EOvn véeg ovvtetayuéveg mov va opifouvv TNV UMEPAKTlA
QMOKAE1GT1KA 01KovoulkA Cwvn (AOZ) TnG YWPOG.

YTnv mpaypatikéTnTa, 600 £pWTACELC TMPEMEL va anavInOoLV:

1) 0 A{Bavog €xel TOo d1kalwpa va EMLKALPOMOLACEL  TOULC
OaAdoc10VG 1oXVPlopoUG TOou otov OHE;

2) Edv vail, 6a mpémetr o A{Bavog¢ va kKAvel YpAon autov TOV
61KA1WUATOC VMO T1G¢ TOPOVOEC OUVONKEG;

To CAtnua eivatl kpiolpo, 6yl povo emerdn oxetiletal dueoa HE
T1G ovvoulAieg enl Twv BaAacciwv Cwvwv ol omoieg eml TOULG
noapovTog £xouv KabBeotepnoel oAAd Kol emneldp emnpedlelr TNV
Taxvtnta e tnv omoia propel va apxloetl va AauBdvel amtd o@EAN
and tuydév uvnobaAdooiovg vdpoyovdavepakec €vto¢ tng AOZ NG

Ma va oca¢ PBonbAcw, n mpwtn e€pwtnon €ival n €vkoAdtepn. To



61kailwpa tov A1Bdvou va emikalpomnoinocel T1C OUVTETAYUMEVEC OTOV
OHE 61 pévo katoyvpwvetal otn ZVUuPBaocn Twv Hvwpévwv EBvV yila
to A{kato t™nG O&dAaococog (UNCLOS), aAAd mpootatevetal emiong amd
To A1eBvég EO1uikd Alkaio (CIL), kot kaBlepwbnke amd OQUETPNTEC
MPONYOUUEVEC MEPIMIWOELGC WG OLVAON TPOKTIKA TWY YWPWV TOVL
EMIO1WKOULVY va Koabopioovv KAl vo UMEPAOCTMIOTOVVY TOUG
OaAdoo10UC 106XLPLOUOVC TOULG, Kupilwg emeldf n ovveXNAGC
TeEXVOAOY1KA mpododoc emiTpénelr OA0 KAl T10 OKP1RA
xaptoypdaenon.Eivalr eniong¢ onuavtiké va onuelwbel O6t1 TO
Npoedp1kd Ardtoayua 6433 tov 2010, oVuQwva HE TO omoio ot
OUVTETAYMEVG TOU AlBdAvov kKatatédnkav yla teAsvtaia @opd GTOV
OHE, mpoé&PAene pntd tn duvaTdTNTA WEAAOVTIKWY EVNUEPWOEWV. TO
apbpo 3 dev apAvel kKavéva MEPLOWPLO mapepunvelag: «AvdAoya ME
T1GC avdykeg, kot vmdé to mpiopa Twv dlampayuaTeVOEWY HE T
OXETLKA VYELTOV1IKA KpdTtn, TA oOUVOPA TNG OMOKAELOT1KNAG
01KOVOM1KAC CWvng MMopolV va 0pl1oTOoUV Kal va BeAT1wO0LV Kat,
KOTA ovvémela, va tpomomnolndsel o xdPTnG TWV CLVTIETAYMEVWY TNG,
gav ytvouvv dlraBéolpa akpilBeéotepa dedbopéva. Na pnv vmdpyet
au@iBoAia, kol Onwc 6a dovue mapakdtw, TETOlo dedopéva €xouvv
Kataotel O6loB€orpa.EnimAéov, d6tav n Méviun AmootoAf TOUL
AlBdvov ota Hvwpéva EOBVN KATEBEGE TOULC 10XLPLOMOUC TOV
eykpidnkav Bdoel Ttouv diratdyuatog 6433, n GLVOOEVLTIKA EMIOTOAA

nepleAduBave tnv akéAovdn dNAwon : «YmApYel avdykn dieEaywyng
M10C AEMTOMEPOVC €PELVAC, XPNOLMOTOLWVTOC €va TAYKOOU10
oUOTNUO EVTOMIOMOU B€0nNG, TNG AKTAGC TOL EQATMTETAlL 6TNV VvOT10
0p10, OULUMEPLAAUPBAVOUEVWY OAWY TWV vNnNolWv Kol Twv vnoidwv pue
OKOTIO TNV €VNUEPWON TWV VOULTIKOV YOPTOV KOl TNG YPUUUAC Bd&oncg
avdAoya oto PMEAAOV. " Kot mdAl, yia va glpaocte amdAvta co@elic:
E€xovv bi1eEayxbel tTétoreg €peuvvec.Eniong, e€vew ol IopanAivotl
afltwpatovyol €xovv emidlwEer (O6x1 mMOAV TMELOTIKA) v«
apelofntiocovy 1O dilkalwpa TOL A1BAVOL VO KATATEOECEL TOUC
10XVP1OoMoVG Tovu, n ovugwvia oproBEtnong AOZ tou OktwBpiov 2010
¢ 16tac¢ tng Ywpag toug (n omoia Paciletal 6€ 10PANALIVEC
ovvteTtayuéveg ti¢ omoieg yvwpifovue twpa 6t1 £ivatl AavOaouEvVEC
KXl, €MOMEVWC, Ba amopplpBolv amd omolodAmote OH1KACTAPLO) ME
tnv Kimpo va avayvwpiletr eniong pntd 1o yeyovldg OT1 OUMQWVO ME
To EO1u1kS A1eBvéEC A1KO10 TETOLEC OLVTETAYUEVEC UTMOKEIVTIAL OF



aAAayEC. To dapbpo 1 mapdypoa@oC e, 1TNG €v AdYyw ovugwviag €xet
WG €ENC: «AauBdvovtag vmoéyn TG apXEC TOU €O1UIKOV H1€6v0UC
d1ka{ov OYETIKA MPE TNV o0ploBETNON TNG OMOKAELGTLKNAG
O01KOVOU1KAG CWwvnG METAED KPATWY, Ol YEWYPAPLKEG OCUVTETAYUEVEC
Twv onueiwv 1 f 12 6a upmopovoav va avabewpndBolv 1 KAl va
Tpomomo1neovv w¢ avaykaia vméd TOo QWG Hl1AG MEAAOVTLKAC
oVHOWViOoC OXETLKA HE TNV o0ploBETNnOn TNG AMOKAELOTLKAG
01KOVOU1KAGC Zwvng amd ta tpla evdlapepdueva Kpdtn o€ oxEon ME
KaBEva amd ta €v Adyw onueta. ”

EminAéov, O0€ HMlA MPETAYEVECTEPN MOVOUEPHA KOTABEGH TWV
ovvtetayuévwy otov OHE, n avtimpoowneia Ttov IopaAA oTOV
MAYKOOU10 O0OPYOavV1ioHd OY1 MOVO OVOQEPETAL OT1C «OXETIKEC
dl1atdEe1c Tou dApBpov 1 mapdypapoC¢ e oAAd emiong avamopdyetl
TN YAWOOQ, OVLGLACTlIKA KOTA A€EN. 0 1oxuplopudc HAALOTA
ETMOVELANUUEVA avEPeEPE «Ta Tpla evdlrapepdueva kKpdtn», TO omoio
oto mAaiolo pmopeil va dei&er poédvo tov A{Bavo wg To TpiTO
KpdTog.

2to Oikaiwpa TOULU AlBdvov va UVTMOBAAEL VEEC OUVTETAYMEVEC,
Aoimév, n etvunyopla €ivatl avamdgevktn: €xel oiyovpa autd TO
d1kailwpa. PeaAilotikd, O6moiog¢ vmootnpilel OHiragopetTikd eite
avtitifetal ota ovpeépovta Tov ArBdvov (mov ypeldaletal va
avantvEel avtov¢ Toug mopoug), Twv ArBavélwv (mov agilouv va
amoKOPM{o0VY T1GC OUVOOEVUTIKEC O1KOVOULKEG OVTOMOIBEC) KAl TWV
AMBaveEC1kwy EvomAwv Avvduewv (mov €mevdvouvv oe peyaAo Babud oe
Eva BET1IKO QMOTEAEGUA) .

AMopp1lmMOVTOG TA YEYOVOTA KAl TOUC KAvOveG -+ N emidiwkovTtag
KATMO10 A&AAO TOA1T1KO, Ol1KOVOULKO 1 KAl AAAO TIPOCWT1KO
KOUMAT1KO TAEOVEKTNUA.

Enduevn €pwtnon: mpémnet o A{Bavo¢ va aockfoel 1o dHikailwud TOUL
0OE OUTAV Tn OVYKEKPlLPEVN ovyKupia;

2 Ml mPWTn avdyvwon twv dedopEvwv, avth n amdvtnon sivat
oxedbdév €&ioov ocapng. To 2011, Aiyovg pAvEC META TN OLUPWY LA



IopanA-Kompov kKat tnv TteAsvtala KATAOEON TWY OCUVTETAYUEVWY

tov A1Bdvouv otov OHE, n kvBEpvnon touv A1fBdvouv €AaBe avdAvon
EUTMELPOYVWUOVWY KAl aVAAVCELC OXETLKA pE TA dHloypdupoTa TOUL
Y6poypa@ikov lpageiov tov Hvwpévov BaciAsiov — mov Bewpeital
and kKaipd TOo XPLod mMpdTULTO TNG OaAdoclog Yaptoypagpiac — yla
Tnv meploxn. Avtdé mov BpAkav ol €1dikol €ivatr 6t1 Td60OO O
ABavoc 600 kal 1o IopanA €iyoav XPNOLUOTOLAGEl ECGPAAPEVEC
ovvteTayUéveC WG onueia e€kkivnong yla ta BaAdocia oVvopd TOUG
(BA. Zvvnuuévo xdptn): omouv tEtola onuela mpémetl va PBpiokovtat
0TNV QKTOYPOPMUA, Kol ol dVo ywpeg €iyxav tomoBetAoel bekddecg
METPA vLMEPAKTIA. AvTO pmopel va PNV AKOVYETOA1 TIOAD ONUOVTKG,
QAAQ TN OTlYMA TOU Ml YPOUUA TOL YopdooeTal mpog tTn 6dAacoa
and €va téoo advvato onueio €kkivnong ¢tdvel o€ avtd mMov Ha
Enpene va eivat n ovlevén — oOmov ocuvvavi@vtal ot AOZ 1ng
Kompov, touv IopafA katl tou Al1Bdvov — TO0 O@QAApa umopel va
AQVEABEL 0€ apKETA voavTtikd piAra .EE vmapyng, téoo o Ai{Bavocg
0060 Kal to IopanA €xouv Baciocsel TOLG MPONYOUMEVOULG VAVLTLKOUG
1OXUP1OMOUGC TOUC OE EAATTWHUHATIKEG OUVTIETAYMEVEC, KAT1 MOV
KaB10Td Ta MAVTO TOU OuveEmdyovtal amd ovtd emepacuéva, avtd
mov ol ldAAol Ba amokaAovoav «caduc» — mov onuaivel dkvpo. Kat
otovg 6vVo, avtd mapéxetr Ox1 poévo dikalwya evnUEpPwong Twv
a€1WoEWVY TOLG evwmiov ToL OHE, oAAd Kol vmoyxpéwon va To TPAEEet
Bdoelr TOULU ovuPEpOVTOC KABE mMAEvpdc. EmimAéov, n mpdopatn
geuneltpia deiyver o611, €1061kKd pe TETOla oTOolYElQ 01l
avtiotolyol 1oyvpilopgol TOLUC ATOV AGBOC, €AV Ol TPEXOUVOEC
OUVOUIAT1EG amETvYav Kol ol dV0 YWpec mAyav o6Tto d1kaoTApPlo I OE
drattnoia yla to CATNUA, TO TMPWTIO MPAyHo TOL TOLvG CnTABNKeE Oa
ATOV va OVTI1KATAGTAOOUY TO EAATTWHATLIKOUG XAPTEGC
MPOYMUATOTIOLWVTHC AEMTOUEPELIC EPEVVEC KAl OVAAVOELC Yyl TOV
akp1Bf mpoodiopiouyd tuxbév onueiwv dragwviag.And TeEYVIKA dmoyn,
totE, val, o A1Bavog mpémnetr oiyovpa va kivnBel ypriyopa yia va
EVNUEPWOEL Y1ld T1C OLVIETAYUEVEC TOL €1XE TMPONYOUVMEVWC
KataBEéoel otov OHE. AAAG Kol GAAEC OKEyelg mpeEmel emniong va
otobulotovv.MNa mnapddeiypa, €v) o Ai{Bavog €ivar kvplapyxn xwpa,
bev umopei va ayvoAoel €VTEAWC T1GC O€0e€1C €EWTEPLKWV
nopayovtwv. O0tav avtol €pyovtatr oe avtibeon ME TG OH1KEC TOUL
eNM1OVUiEC KAl avaykeg, mpémel va otabuifel Ta UMEP KAl TA KATA



Kat va amogacilel avadoya. Xe avthv tnv mepintwon, IopanAivol
af twyatovYol mpoomdednocav va amobappvvovv Tov AiBavo va
KAXTOBECET T1C OLVTIETAYMEVEC N va KaBvoteproovvy PE GAAO TpOTO
NV EMOVAANYN TWV TPOAVAPEPBELIOWY GULVOUIALWY, QLEAvOVTAG TNV
MPOOTMT1KA 6Tl KAT1 TETO10 Oa PMOPOVOE va aAmoTpéPel tnv mpododo,
va EMIOEIVWOEL T1C EVTACELC KAl VO QVAYKACEL M1 UEYOAVTEPN
avopuovhl yla omoladAmote vmepAKTlia oavaAnTuvEn metpeAaiov Kol
@uo1koU aepiov. To TteAevtaio onueio Ba umopovoe va €Xel
10taitepn onuaocia AOyw TNC onuUaoloC MlaC EVEPYELOKAC £KPNENC
ylta Tov mAnOvopd touv AiBdvov. H oikovopia tou Ai1Bdvouv £€xet
ovpplkvwOel katd mepimov 25% katd TOo MaAPeEABOY €TOC, UETA TNV
abEtnon xpewv mov odAynce otnv Katdppevon Tov vopiopatog Kat
OT1C QAULENOCELC TWV TLUWVY KoTavoAwTh mov Yopaktnpilovital wg
VMEPTANBWPLOMOC. AKOUN XeE1pdTtepa, n TMOALTIKA TAEN €xel deifer
Alyo otopdytl yla ta €16n TwWv PETUPPLOUICEWV TOL aAMAlTOUVTAlL
yia tnv €€aocpdAion d1dowong amdé to AreOvEC Nopiopatikéd Taueio
(ANT).To onueplvOo UTMOUVPY1KO OULUBOVA1O, HME EMIKEPAAAC TOV
npwovmovpyd Xoaodv NTidum, mopalTABONKE mMPlv amd €ntd PAVEG Yyl
Hia €kpnén oto Alpdvi TnNG Bnpuvtov mMov KOoTéoTpeye OekAdeC
X1A1ddec omitia, omdéte Aertouvpyel vnmdé tnv eniBAeyn. O
6l1oplopévoc d61adoydc tov eivalr emiong o mpokd&toxédC TOUL, O
npwnv mpwlvmovpydég Saad Hariri, o omoiog¢ mapaitA®nke o 1610¢
EVOYET AQTKWVY dlapoapTvplWv MOV KATEANPBAV TN XWPA OTA TEAN TOU
2019. Evy) amoAauBAvel onUAVTIKA UTOCTAPLEN OE OPlOPEVEC EEVEC
MPWTEVOVOGEC, N €0WTEPLKN O€on TovL Hariri pumopel va
xopoaktnplotel povo w¢ advvaun , kKat TO amAd yeyovoc O6t1 dev
unépece va oxnuoatioetl vmovpylké oLPBOUVA1LO HETA amd MEP1OCOTEPO
and p1eo xpévo apAvelr Atlyn oap@ifoAia 6Tl aKOPX K1 av TO
Katoapéper, Ba €ival o€ peydAo PBadud avikavo¢ va AdBet
amoQac1oT1kl dpdon oe onuavtikd CntApata.Exovpe Aoimdév €va
AAA0 epwTnua: mpEnel o AlBavog va moapattndel amd oplopéva amd
Ta H1KAlLWUATA TOL Yyl va EMITAXVUVEL Pla oLUPwvia mMOvU TOV
emitpEnel va apyioer va kepdilelr kdmora amapaitnta €coda amd
vnepdktlovg mlépouvG;H amdvtnon o€ oavtd mpEmetr va £ivat €va
nxnpo «o6x1». H ovvoplakA MeEPLOXN TEPLEXEL WEPLKEC amd T1C TI1O
UTMOOYOUEVEG UMEPAKT1IEC €KTAoElC TOL AlBdvou Kal, €v Tmdon
nepintwoel, dev vmdpyxel kapia eyyovnon 6t1 n napaitnof tTng Oa



Agldvel 10 €60QOC Yyla Hla OIMAWMATIKA OVOKAALYN — KOl OKON
KXl av To €Kave, n €EwTeplkh emévduon mov amnmatteital yla va
aveBdoel pla evepyelakhi Blounyavia kat n epyacia €€aptdtat amnd
Hia 0AOKANpPn ocelpd mpovmoBécewv, 16{wg amd ti¢ peTappuvbuicetrg
nmov koaveig dev pmdépeoce va aviiAnebei.Eniong, €KtdC amd TNV
avadAvon Tou 2011, o1 €vomAec ©Ouvvdapeirig ToOL A1Bdvov
npaygatonoinoav O1KEC TovC Aemtopepelc MEAETEG, Ol OmMOlEC
EXOLV €V10XVOEL onuavTikd TN B€on Tov A1Bdvov. 01 avRTEPO1
agltwpatikol t™ng LAF €xouv emniong amnoaAAoayel amd vynAd Boabud
ETIOYYEAMATIOUOU oTOv dlapecoAafntikd d1dAoyo twv HIMA pe ToOULC
IopanAivoUg. & ovvdbvoaopd pe T1C mpdéopoaTa KaATATEBETIOEC
OLUVTETAYHEVEG, N moildTnTta TOL €pyov TNnG LAF evdeExetatl va
enitayvvelr tn d6l1adikacia drampayudtevong amodeikvioovtac 6Tl n
ABaviki mAgvpd dev Ba QOUOKWOEl, aAAd oUte Ba ekpoBilotel ovte
fa ekvevplotel. Kaveig bev mepipévelr 6t1 n Ovdoilvyktov Oa
eykataAeiyer tn otevl oxéon TNG ME TO IocpanA, OAAA n
npooéyyion tnG¢ LAF ylia OAEC T1¢ emiyelpnoelg, mov dev €xouvv
vrootel amwAeileg amd TG avti&odtTnTeEC TNG A1PAVIKAG MOALTIKAC,
gevBappvvel TOUC Apepikavov¢ va eivat 6co To duvatdév mio
ovvepydotlpotl.Kat mdAl, n vmdébeon yla €£yKalpn Kol AMOQPAC10T1KN
Tpomomnoinon TNG KOtTdABEONC TWY OLVTIETAYMEVWY TOouv Al1Bdvov
paivetal dikatoAoynuévn, oAA& pévo €dv to CATnUa Mmopel va
avayailticel tn ducAeitoupylkf MOALTIKAG TtOoUL A1Bdvov.Agdouévng
NG totoplag tng moAlTtikAC tov A1Bdvov, eivat @uolkd O6T1 akdun
Kal ol kKaAol kaAol maikteg 6€Aouv va dracpaAicovv 6Tl €)YoULV
EMAPKA TOA1T1KA KAALYN TPV KAVOLVY OMOl1adATMOTE ONUAVTLKA
kivnon. Av kot avtd eivat oiyovpa €éva BAua ovvémeiroag, wotdoo,
TQ MAEOVEKTAMATA TOu €lval TOGO TPOQPAVA TOL TPEMEL VA AMATTOVV
MOVO YPAPETOKPATIKA | Kol VOUlKA TPpwToBovAia amd Ta KATAAANAQ
dtopa oto Ymouvpyeio EEwtepikwv. To yeyovdég 611 amartel
vynAdtepn €&ovoroddtnon dev Ba mpénel va amnoteAsl HikaroAoyia
yla glo akoun avtinopddeon 6dppouvg 1 delAiag, Tmouv mov €xouv
QMOEEVWOEL, OQTMOYONTEVLOEL, @TWYXUVEL KAl €XOLV KUPLOAEKT1KA
OKOTWOoEl €Katovtddeg Y1A1ddeg ArBavelovg Tov TeAsgvtaio H100
atwva.AvtiBeTa, TPEMEL VO MAPOKIVACGEL TOLG O&1WHATOVYOUG VA
ytvouv dnuiovpyilkol yla T0 MWG va onuelwoovv mpbdodo ocAuepa
Xwpi¢ va agnoovv TOLUG avBpwmovg va avafdAAovvy yla avplo.



Yrndpyxovv tpoémotl ocvuPiBoacpov otn diradbikacia ywpi¢ va Ouvcildcovus
tn Aoyobdoocia, TNV akepaitdTnTa A TN OHlragdvela Kol TQA
dlrakvBevpyata €ivat TOCOO VYNAG TOUL n €VUpPECN MlOGC TETO10O(G
@OpuovAag Ba afilelr 0, TU mpoomdbeila amattel. Kol yia pla
@opd, o Aadc touv A1Bdvov pmopel va MIOTEVEL OTL Ol NYETEC TOUL
EVEPYOLV yla KaBapd €Ov1KOUG AGYouG KOl OX1 TMPOOWI1KOUC.

Lebanon vs. Israel both need
to update Maritime Boundaries
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Lebanon vs. Israel both need to update Maritime Boundaries —
Lebanese political circles are in a tangle once again, this
time over whether Lebanon should provide the United Nations
with new coordinates defining the country’s offshore Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ). In reality, two questions need answering:

1) Does Lebanon have the right to update its maritime claims
to the UN?

2) If so, should Lebanon avail itself of that right in the
present circumstances?

The issue 1is of critical importance, not only because it
relates directly to Lebanon’s (currently stalled) maritime
boundary talks with Israel, but also because it stands to
impact the speed with which it can begin to obtain tangible
benefits from any undersea hydrocarbons within its EEZ.

Helpfully, the first question is the easiest. Lebanon’s right
to update its territorial submissions to the UN is not only
enshrined in the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
but also protected by Customary International Law (CIL), and


https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf

established by innumerable precedents as a standard practice
of countries seeking to define and defend their maritime
claims, not Lleast because continual technological advance
allows increasingly accurate mapping.

It is important to note, too, that Presidential Decree 6433 of
2010, under which Lebanon’s claim was last expressed to the
UN, expressly envisaged the possibility of future updates.
Article 3 leaves no room for interpretation whatsoever,
reading: “As needed, and in the light of negotiations with the
relevant neighboring States, the borders of the exclusive
economic zone may be refined and improved and, consequently,
the list of its coordinates amended, if more precise data
becomes available.” Lest there be any doubt, and as we will
see below, such data has become available.

What is more, when Lebanon’s Permanent Mission to the UN
submitted the claims authorized under Decree 6433, its
accompanying letter included the following advisory: “There 1is
a need to conduct a detailed survey, using a global
positioning system, of the shore contiguous to the southern
limit, including all islands and spurs, with a view to
updating the nautical charts and the baseline accordingly in
the future.” Again, to be perfectly clear: such survey work
has been conducted.

Also, while Israeli officials have sought (not very
convincingly) to question Lebanon’s right to update its claim,
their country’s own October 2010 EEZ agreement (itself based
on Israeli coordinates which we now know to be incorrect and
which would therefore be rejected by any court or tribunal)
with Cyprus also expressly recognizes the fact that under CIL,
such coordinates are subject to change. Article 1 (e) of that
agreement reads as follows: “Taking into consideration the
principles of customary international law relating to the
delimitation of the Exclusive Economic Zone between States,



the geographical coordinates of points 1 or 12 could be
reviewed and/or modified as necessary in light of a future
agreement regarding the delimitation of the Exclusive Economic
Zone by the three States concerned with respect to each of the
said points.”

In addition, in a subsequent unilateral submission to the UN,
Israel’s own mission to the world body not only referred to
“the relevant provisions of Article 1 (e)”, but also
reproduced the language, virtually verbatim. The submission
even repeated mention of “the three States concerned”, which
in context can only indicate Lebanon as the third state.

On Lebanon’s right to submit new coordinates, then, the
verdict 1s 1inescapable: it definitely has that right.
Realistically, anyone who argues otherwise is either opposed
to the best interests of Lebanon (which needs to develop this
resource), the Lebanese (who deserve to reap the attendant
economic rewards), and the Lebanese Armed Forces (which are
heavily invested in a positive outcome); ignorant of the facts
and the rules; or pursuing some other political, financial,
and/or other personal/partisan advantage.

Next question: should Lebanon exercise its right at this
particular juncture?

On the surface, this answer is almost as clear. In 2011, just
months after the Israel-Cyprus deal and Lebanon’s last
submission to the UN, the Lebanese government received expert
analysis and advice regarding the United Kingdom Hydrographic
Office charts — long considered the gold standard of maritime
cartography — for the area. What the experts found is that
both Lebanon and Israel had used erroneous coordinates as
starting points for their maritime boundaries (please see
attached map): where such points should be situated at the
shoreline, both countries had placed them dozens of meters
offshore. This may not sound like much, but by the time a line
drawn out to sea from such a misplaced starting point reaches



what should be the trijunction — where the EEZs of Cyprus,
Israel, and Lebanon meet — the error could amount to several
nautical miles.

Ipso facto, both Lebanon and Israel have based their previous
maritime claims on faulty coordinates, which makes everything
that flows from them obsolete, what the French would call
“caduc” — meaning null and void. To both, this imparts not
only a right to update their claims before the UN, but also an
obligation to do so based on each side’s own best interest. In
addition, recent experience demonstrates that, especially with
such evidence that their respective claims were fatally
flawed, if the current talks failed and the two countries went
to court or arbitration over the issue, the first thing asked
of them would be to replace their faulty maps by carrying out
detailed surveys and analyses in order to precisely determine
any points of contention.

In the technical sense, then, yes, Lebanon should definitely
move quickly to update the maritime claims it has previously
submitted to the UN. But other considerations also need to be
weighed.

For instance, while Lebanon is a sovereign country, it cannot
afford to entirely ignore the positions of outside actors.
When these run contrary to its own wants and needs, it must
weigh the pros and cons and decide accordingly. In this
instance, Israeli officials have sought to discourage Lebanon
from updating its claims or otherwise delaying the resumption
of the aforementioned talks, raising the prospect that doing
so could forestall progress, worsening tensions and forcing a
longer wait for any offshore oil and gas development.

The latter point could be of particular significance because
of what an energy boom could mean for the Lebanese population.
Lebanon’s economy has shrunk by an estimated 25% over the past
year, following a debt default that led to the collapse of its
currency and consumer price increases that qualify as



hyperinflation. Worse, the political class has demonstrated
little stomach for the kinds of reforms required to secure a
bailout by the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

The current Cabinet, led by Prime Minister Hassan Diab,
resigned seven months ago over an explosion at the Port of
Beirut that damaged or destroyed tens of thousands of homes,
so it operates in a caretaker capacity. His designated
successor is also his predecessor, former Prime Minister Saad
Hariri, who himself resigned in the face of popular protests
that gripped the country in late 2019. While he enjoys
considerable support in certain foreign capitals, Hariri'’s
domestic position can only be described as weak, and the mere
fact that he has been unable to form a Cabinet after more than
half a year leaves little doubt that even if he succeeds, he
largely will be incapable of decisive action on significant
issues.

So we have another question: should Lebanon forego some of its
rights in order to hasten an agreement that allows it to start
earning some badly needed revenues from offshore resources?

i

The answer to that should be a resounding “no”. The border
area contains some of Lebanon’s most promising offshore
acreage, and in any event, there is no guarantee that giving
it up would grease the wheels for a diplomatic breakthrough —
and even if did, the outside investment required to get an
energy industry up and running depends on a whole other set of
prerequisites, not least the reforms that no one has been able
to see through.

Also, in addition to the 2011 analysis, the Lebanese Armed
Forces have carried out detailed studies of their own, which
have significantly strengthened the Lebanese position. Senior
LAF officers also have acquitted themselves with a high degree
of professionalism in their US-mediated dialogue with the
Israelis. In tandem with newly deposited coordinates, the
quality of the LAF’s work might actually hasten the



negotiating process by demonstrating that the Lebanese side
will not bluster, but nor will it be bullied or bamboozled. No
one expects that Washington will abandon its close
relationship with Israel, but the LAF’s all-business approach,
unsullied by the vagaries of Lebanese politics, encourages the
Americans to be as even-handed as possible.

Again, the case for a timely and assertive amendment of
Lebanon’s maritime submission seems airtight, but only if the
issue can be inoculated against Lebanon’s dysfunctional
politics.

Given the history of Lebanese politics, it is natural that
even good-faith actors want to ensure they have sufficient
political cover before making any important move. While this
is certainly a step of consequence, however, its merits are so
obvious that it should require only a bureaucratic and/or
legal decision by the appropriate people at the Foreign
Ministry. The fact that it requires higher authorization
should not be an excuse for yet another chicken-and-egg
standoff along the lines of those that have alienated,
frustrated, impoverished, and quite literally killed hundreds
of thousands of Lebanese over the past half-century.

Rather, it should spur officials to get creative about how to
make progress today without hanging people out to dry
tomorrow. There are ways to compromise on procedure without
sacrificing accountability, integrity, or transparency, and
the stakes are so high that finding such a formula will be
worth whatever effort it requires. And for once, the people of
Lebanon might be able to believe their leaders are acting for
purely national reasons, not personal ones.
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Roudi Baroudi has more than 40 years of experience 1in the
energy business and has helped design policy for major
international o0il companies, sovereign governments, and
multilateral institutions. He currently serves as CEO of
Energy and Environment Holding, an independent consultancy
based in Doha, Qatar.
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La présidence de Biden offre
de « nouvelles opportunités »
pour débloquer le gaz de 1la
Méditerranée de 1’Est
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Athenes, Gréce : Le monde post-Covid aura toujours besoin de
gaz naturel de la Méditerranée de 1’'Est et 1le nouveau
président de 1’'Amérique pourrait avoir les bonnes références
pour surmonter les obstacles diplomatiques, c’'est ce qu’un

vétéran de la scene énergétique régionale a déclaré mercredi
lors d’une conférence a Atheénes.

Roudi BAROUDI, PDG d’Energy and Environment Holding, un
cabinet de conseil indépendant basé au Qatar, a déclaré, le
premier jour des Dialogues d’Athenes sur 1’énergie, que Biden
avait plusieurs qualités qui pourraient lui permettre de
briser 1’impasse.

Baroudi a déclaré dans les remarques transmises par un lien
vidéo que « dans le passé, Biden a démontré une compréhension
considérable des problemes affectant la Méditerranée de 1'Est
ainsi qu’'une perspective qui met en faveur des solutions



juridiques et diplomatiques ».

En outre, il a déclaré a un public comprenant des
personnalités clés de 1'énergie, des finances et du
gouvernement que le nouveau président « a déja exprimé sa
détermination a réaffirmer certaines des prérogatives clés de
Washington sur la scene internationale. Il s’agit notamment de
son role stabilisateur traditionnel en Méditerranée, ainsi que
sa défense du NATO, qui se trouve inclure a la fois la Grece
et la Turquie, apres quatre ans ou Donald Trump a sapé
1’alliance a chaque occasion ».

Les récentes découvertes du pétrole et du gaz offshore ont
ramené les tensions gréco-turques mijotant depuis longtemps au
premier plan, Ankara devenant beaucoup plus affirmée quant a
ses revendications maritimes, en particulier lorsque celles-ci
se chevauchent avec celles de la Grece et de Chypre.

BAROUDI, qui pendant des années a défendu la coopération dans
le domaine de 1’énergie comme un moyen d’'apaiser les tensions
entre plusieurs pays de la Méditerranée de 1l’est, a récemment
écrit un livre sur la facon de régler les revendications
concurrentes dans la région. Plus précisément, les «
différends maritimes en Méditerranée de 1’Est: 1la voie a
suivre examine les outils et modeles définis dans 1la
Convention des Nations Unies sur le Droit de la Mer (UNCLOS).

I1 a déclaré a l’auditoire que 1'UNCLOS « fournit tous les
outils et bases procédurales pour la résolution pacifique »
des revendications rivales.

BAROUDI ajouta : « La résurrection par Biden d’une politique
étrangere américaine plus conventionnelle signifie de
nouvelles opportunités pour la Grece, la Turquie et d’autres
pays de la région pour tracer un avenir plus coopératif et
plus productif ». « Les prix dans cette tentative comprennent
non seulement une réduction des tensions et une facilitation
de milliards de dollars de ventes et d’économies d'énergie,



mais aussi un élément crucial de la transition de la région
vers un avenir a plus faibles émissions de carbone ».
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Avec plus de 40 ans d'expérience dans le secteur de 1’'énergie,
BAROUDI a contribué a faconner les choix politiques et
d’'investissement pour les entreprises, les gouvernements, les
investisseurs et les organisations supranationales comme 1'ONU
et 1'Union européenne. Il a expliqué aux journalistes apres
son discours que cela a également un “role clé dans le
maintien des tensions ».

OpitAia k. Roudi Baroudi,
Athens Energy Forum 2021
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H mpoebpia Mndivtev mpoopépel «vé€eg evkalpiec» va EekAe1dwoe
TO QUO1KO aéplo otnv AvatoAlkr Mecdyetro.

ABAva, EAAGDBa : «0 kOopog otnv petd Covid emoxr Ba €EakoAovOet
va xpeldletatl Quolkd agplo amd tnv AvatoAilkA Mecdyeio Kol o
véog mpdedpog twv HMA {owg va €xel Ta KATAAANAQ diamioTtevTApla
Wote va mpoomnepdoel TA H1MAWMATIKG eumodia» €vag PetepdvoC NG
MEPLPEPELAKAC EVEPYELAKAC oknNvAC dAAwce o€ ouvédplo otnv ABRAva
v Tetdptn.

0 PovUvti Mmapovvti, Alrevblvwv XOuBouvAo¢ tn¢ Energy and
Environment Holding, plia aveEdptnTtng oVUPOVAEVTIKAC €Ttalpeioag
ue €6pa 1o Katdp O6NAwcoe tnv mpwtn MEPa Tov ocvvedpiov Athens
Energy Dialogues, 6t1 0 Mmoivtev €xel MOAAEC 1KOVOTNTEC TOUL O«
MTTOPOoVOoaY va TOL EMITPEYOUY va AVoel Tov YyOpdio deouod.

«0 Mnoivtev o010 MaPeEABOY €xel emdbeifer a&rompdoekTn Katavonon



o€ B€uata mov a@opovv TNV AvatoAilkn Mecdyeio , KaBWG esmiong o€
Mla mpoomTiKh mov H6ivel €ugaon O6€ VOUIKEC KAl OHITMAWUATUIKECG
AVog1g» Tévioe 0 K. Mmopouvtl otnv diladiktuvakh TomoOETNnorn TOV.

EminAéov, vmMoypauulce, o6€ €va KOlvd TOL amoTteAovvTav amd
EKTIPOOWMOUC TNG KuLuB&pvnong, TOU EVEPYELAKOD KOl TOVL
EMUYXELPNUATIKOD TOMEX, O vEOG mpoedpog €xel Ndn dHiratunwoer tnv
amo@aoloTikOTNTA va enavoBeBailwoel oplopéva amnd Ta Baoikd
npovOuta tTng Ovdoilyvktov otn O61eBvhl oknvh. Xe avtd
neplAauBavetatrl o nmapadoolakdg otabepomoinTiKOC TNG POAOGC OTN
Meocdyelo kKabwc emiong¢ kot n vmepdomnion tov NATO , péEAN TOUL
onmoiov n EAAGda katl n Toupkia Kol €vy) Ta TeEAevtala TEooEpQ
xpévia n d6irakvBEpvnon tov NtéAavt Tpaum LMOVOUEVLOE Th CLPPAX
ME KABe eukailpla.

Npbogatec avakaAvyelc off shore metpeAaiov kal @uoilkoL agpiov
EPEPAV T1GC OVO1XTEC eml dekaetieg €AANVOTOUPKIKEG €EVTACELG
M&A1 ©6TO TMPOOKAV1IO, ME TNV AyKvpa va yiveTtat meplocdTEPO
QTMOPUG1OT1KI OTOULG 10XVPLOMOVG TNC €mMl TWV OaAocoiwv Cwvwv
16taitepa oe auvtég mov €xel aviimapddeon Pe TNV EAAGDA KO
tnv Kompo.

0 K. Mnopovvtl o0 omoiog emt Ypdvia £XEL MPWIAYWVIOTACEL OTN
ovvepyaocola emnl Twv OepdTwv e€véEpyelag, , Eypaye mpdédopata £va
B1BA{o ylia TOUGC OLUPBLBACHOUVC TOUL AMALTOUVTIAlL METAED TWV
AVTOYWV1O0T1LKWOY 10XVPLOMWY OTNv TEPLOXN WG €vag Tpomog va
odbnyAocel otnv AamoKAlHdKwon TNG €vtaong METAED TWV XWPWV TNG
AvatoAlkAG Mecoyeiov. Xvykekpilpéva oto BiBA{o tov pe tTiTAO
«A10QopEC €ml Twv BaAdoolwv OeudTwv otnv AvatoAilkAf Meodyeio: 0
TPOMOC va TAUE uMpooTd» eEetdlel T €pyaAeia Kal ol €vkalpieg
nov amnoppéovv amd tn XvuBaocn yra to Aikaio TG OAANCCOHC TWV
Hvwuévwy EGvov ( UNCLOS)

H oOuPBaocn, eimne oto akpoatAplo, mMaApEXEl OAa Ta epyaAeio Kol
T1¢ Oradikaotikég PBdoeilig yia tnv €1pnvikfl emniAvon Twv
AVTLUMAXOUEVWY 1OXVPLOMRV.

H evepyomoinon tou MmalvTeEV O€ HM1O TM1O0 OUVMBATIKA EEWTEPLKNA



MOA1T1KA Twv HMNA onuaivel véeg svkaipleg yia tnv EAAGda, TNV
Tovpkia Kal GAAEC XWPEC TNC MEPLOXAC va oxedidoouv €va Tmio
OUVVEPYAO1UO Kal Tapoywylkd pEAAOvV, mpdobece o K. MmapovvTl.

Ta ké€pbn o€ avthA TNV mpoomndbela meEPLAaUBAvouv O6x1 HOvVO TN
neiwon tTwv €vtdoewv Kat tn H1EVKOALYVON TWV TMWANCEWYV EVEPYELQC
af{oac Oroekatoppvpiwv doAapilwv aAAGd Ba amoteAEcel £€va
ONUAVT1KO mopdyovta otn MHeTafiBaocn tTNG MEPLOXNG OE €va PEAAOV
ME YaunAdTepeg ekmounég 61o&e1dbiov tTov dvbpaka.

Me mepilocdtepa amd 40 xpoévia eunerplag otn Brounyavia TNC
EVEPYELNG, O K. Mmapovvtli €xel BonbAcoel otn dlraudpoewon
MOALTIKWOV KOl EMEVOVTIKWY €mMIAOYWYV yla €talpelecg, KuvBepvAcerg,
enMevbuTtéC Kal d1eBveic opyaviopovg O6nwg o OHE kot n Evpwnaiki
Evwon. H teAgvtala, O6nwg €EAynoe otoug dnuooiloypdeovg HETA TNV
oMuiAtla Tov, maitlel €va onuoavTtiké pOAO OTO VO KPATA TG
EVTACELG XOUNAL.
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BIDEN PRESIDENCY OFFERS ‘NEW
OPPORTUNITIES’ TO UNLOCK EAST
MED GAS

Athens February
Energy 17 & 18

d Dialogues | 2021

ATHENS, Greece: The post-COVID world will still need natural
gas from the Eastern Mediterranean, and America’s new
president may have just the right credentials to overcome
diplomatic obstacles, a veteran of the regional energy scene
told a conference in Athens on

Wednesday.

Roudi Baroudi, CEO of Energy and Environment Holding, an
independent consultancy based in Qatar, told the first day of
the Athens Energy Dialogues that Biden had several qualities
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that might enable him to break up the logjam.

“Biden in the past has demonstrated considerable understanding
of issues affecting the Eastern Med, as well as a perspective
that emphasizes legal and diplomatic solutions,” Baroudi said
in remarks delivered by video link. In addition, he told an
audience including key energy, finance, and government
figures, the new president “has already articulated a
determination to reassert some of Washington’s Kkey
prerogatives on the international stage. These include its
traditional stabilizing role in the Mediterranean, as well as
its championing of NATO, which happens to include both Greece
and Turkey, after four years of Donald Trump undermining the
alliance at every opportunity.”

Recent discoveries of offshore oil and gas have brought long-
simmering Greco-Turkish tensions back to the front burner,
with Ankara becoming much more assertive about its maritime
claims, especially where these overlap with those of Greece
and Cyprus.

Baroudi, who for years has championed cooperation in energy as
a way of defusing tensions among several East Med countries,
has recently written a book about how to settle competing
claims in the region. Specifically, ‘Maritime Disputes in the
Eastern Mediterranean:

The Way Forward’ examines the tools and templates laid down in
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

UNCLOS, he told the audience, “provides all the tools and
procedural bases for the peaceful resolution” of rival claims.
“Biden’s resurrection of a more conventional US foreign policy
means new opportunities for Greece, Turkey, and other
countries in the region

to chart out a more cooperative and more productive future,”
Baroudi added. “The prizes in this endeavor include not just a
reduction of tensions and the facilitation of billions of
dollars worth of energy sales and savings, but also a crucial
component of the region’s transition



to a lower-carbon future.”
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With more than 40 years of experience in the energy industry,
Baroudi has helped shape policy and investment choices for
companies, governments, 1investors, and supranational
organizations like the UN and the European Union. The latter,
he explained to reporters after his

talk, also has a “key part in keeping the tensions down”.

Senate shift paves way for
straight-talking US climate
reforms
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LONDON: Democratic Senate seat wins in the state of Georgia
have given US President-elect Joe Biden a “green light to move
forward” on some key shifts in national climate policy, such
as much greener pandemic stimulus spending, US policy analysts
said.

With Democrats now in control of the Senate, “it’s a huge,
huge difference”, Nigel Purvis, CEO of the Washington-based
Climate Advisers policy group, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

“This almost doubles what he can do — he has a whole
additional range of tools and levers at his disposal,” said
Purvis, who has worked with three former US administrations on
climate policy.

Biden has proposed a $2-trillion, climate-smart economic
stimulus plan, for instance, which he would not have been able
to get through if the Georgia election had turned out
differently. “Now he has a real chance,” Purvis added. Biden’s
thin Senate majority means he is unlikely to be able to pass a
single comprehensive climate change bill, which would require



the approval of 60 per cent of senators.

But many measures related to raising or spending money -
including stimulus funding for things like electric vehicle
infrastructure, or incentives for farmers to sequester more
carbon — can win approval with a simple majority.

Biden should, for instance, now be able to back his plans to
mainstream climate action into all government agencies with
cash to make that possible, said Christina DeConcini, director
of government affairs at the World Resources Institute (WRI).

“There are limits for sure, but it’s .. a green light to move
forward,” she said. “I really think this is a new day for
climate in the United States.”

Talking jobs

How shifts in climate policy are framed for a country
politically divided on the issue will be crucial to Biden’s
success in bringing change, the analysts said.

Gina McCarthy, former administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency under President Barack Obama and Biden’s
nominee to become the first national climate adviser, for
instance, speaks more about the need for a “cleaner, stronger,
more resilient economy” than about climate change.

“We know clean energy supports millions of jobs in the United
States and it can support millions more,” as well as saving
money and improving people’s health, she told an online event
in November.

To get people behind climate action, governments “need to give
citizens and communities a better life today” — not just
promises that future catastrophes will be avoided, she added.

Rachel Kyte, a former UN special representative on energy and
dean of the Fletcher School for Law and Diplomacy at Tufts
University in Massachusetts, said McCarthy and other Biden



cabinet picks excel at talking about the need for climate-
friendly reforms “in language ordinary people can understand”.

“They will find a very main-street narrative for why these are
common-sense policies” — and that could galvanize broader
bipartisan support, she predicted.

Alden Meyer, a strategic adviser with independent climate
change think-tank E3G, noted that during the last fiscal
crisis in 2009, the Obama-Biden administration crafted a
stimulus package that included $90 billion for clean energy
technology.

Biden’s pick for energy secretary, former Michigan governor
Jennifer Granholm, in that crisis helped negotiate a rescue of
the US auto industry that included an agreement by Detroit to
adopt much more aggressive fuel economy standards.

Such “green strings” on stimulus cash will be needed to help
drive effective climate action in the United States and
globally, climate analysts say.

“This is not new territory for Biden,” Meyer said. “He knows
this game very well. He gets this, he feels this in his
bones.”

Pressure from the left

Another challenge for Biden, the analysts said, will be
keeping onboard factions of the Democratic Party — such as the
youth-led Sunset Movement - that are demanding swift,
immediate and aggressive action on climate threats.

The Sunrise Movement has already told Democratic Senate
leaders it expects “an enormous green spending bill on day
one”, Kyte said — and that desire for rapid change may be at
odds with efforts to sell climate action to a broader US
audience.

Yet, despite paralysing political polarisation on many



climate-related issues, a few hints of possible bipartisan
compromise have emerged in recent months, the analysts said.

Stimulus and relief packages passed in December included
policies that could help set the stage for decarbonisation of
the US economy, such as tax incentives for clean energy and
carbon capture technologies.

Congress also agreed, with bipartisan support, to phase out
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), powerful climate pollutants used in
air-conditioning and refrigeration equipment.

As well, a Democrat-controlled US Congress is likely to work
more closely with the cities, states and other bodies that
have driven US climate action during global-warming skeptic
President Donald Trump’s administration, said WRI's DeConcini.

US businesses — a growing number of which have adopted net-
zero emissions goals, or are having to adhere to tougher
climate policies in other countries where they work — also
increasingly want consistent, clear climate policy, she said.

“At some point, the desire to just stay the course — because
they see the future on the wall and because it’s good for
their bottom line — will become so strong it will provide the
political momentum for the U.S. to move toward a decarbonized
economy,” she predicted.

Published in Dawn, January 10th, 2021
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How Brexit talks overcame
suspicion, resentment and

fish
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It was always likely to come down to fish, and even the final
hours were occupied by cod and mackerel.

After nine months of bartering, British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson could declare that his trade deal with the European
Union was done, while the bloc got to keep close ties with one
of the world’s biggest economies.

Yet, while the outline was agreed around Wednesday lunchtime,
it took a night to go through the legal text. Then, with the
choreography already in place, last-minute haggling over fish
stocks in the draft meant that an announcement didn’t come
until the afternoon of Christmas Eve. The situation became
more frantic because of disagreements over how the figures had
been calculated.

For about 200 officials agonizing over the minutiae, it was
time to finally emerge from the darkness. They spent more than
2,000 hours shut in rooms with little or no natural light as
negotiators confronted each other in London and Brussels while
Brexit was overshadowed by the human and economic cost of the



coronavirus pandemic.

Some learned to respect their opposite numbers, others grew to
resent them. At times, mutual suspicion and paranoia over
listening devices made Brexit look like a chapter from the
Cold War, all heightened by COVID-19 restrictions. Intimate
chats in cafes were out; liaisons in parks were in. One
British diplomat called it “Brexit noir.”

France’s blocking of the U.K.’s biggest port before Christmas
was ostensibly to prevent a new strain of the coronavirus
spreading to the continent. Yet there was also the sense in
Paris that the chaos that halted thousands of trucks would
demonstrate to the U.K. what was at stake. Officials said the
two-day stoppage had focused the minds on what the EU’s chief
negotiator, Michel Barnier, termed the “final push.”

For the negotiating teams, it was just another twist after
spending the greater part of 2020 poring over air cargo,
fingerprint data and - critically - 100 different fish
species. One official described the process as like “pulling
out eyelashes, one by one.”

They lived out of suitcases, working through two waves of
infections that forced many into isolation. On occasions,
tears were shed when they thought they were about to fail,
even as recently as the morning of the deal. In the end, many
were airlifted out of Brussels on a Royal Air Force plane to
get home for Christmas.

This account of how the talks unfolded 1is based on
conversations with officials with intimate knowledge of what
went on. ALl of them asked not to be identified.

While the outcome brought celebration and relief as the final
deal took shape, it had looked very different on Dec. 10. In a
third-floor conference room in the British government’s
building in Brussels, British lead negotiator David Frost told
his team a deal looked almost impossible. Johnson was warning



his country that failure looked likely.

The evening before, on Dec. 9, a dinner meeting on the 13th
floor of the European Commission’s Berlaymont headquarters in
Brussels between Johnson and Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen hadn’t gone to plan. After she warned him publicly
to “keep distance” when they took their face masks off, they
found themselves wrangling over the same points that had
bogged down the negotiations since the start.

At one point, von der Leyen’'s aides showed Johnson a
PowerPoint slide that the EU had published in February. It
showed how close the U.K. is to Europe geographically and how
much the two sides trade with each other, to explain why the
EU insisted on fair competition rules in any deal.

But the U.K. had already dismissed the chart at the start of
the year. To the people close to the negotiations, it felt
like they were back at square one.

“We were numb,” said one U.K. official after Frost briefed
them the following morning. Another fought back tears. “We
just wanted to know when we could go home and see our
families,” the official said.

As it looked like their efforts had come to nothing, the
British negotiating team distracted themselves by challenging
each other to come up with the best haiku. But the dinner at
least had shown more clearly where the differences lay -
helped in some small part by the menu of scallops and turbot -
and Johnson and von der Leyen were now in charge.

Compromises were found on one of the longstanding sticking
points: the level playing field for fair competition, or rules
to ensure neither side held a post-Brexit advantage for
companies. The U.K. knew a deal was attainable if it backed
down on some of its objections to the EU being able to impose
tariffs if Britain does not follow the bloc’s toughening of
labor, social and environmental standards.



But the U.K. wanted something in return. The final days came
down mainly to the fishing rights in British waters. Johnson
and von der Leyen held further phone calls and, although
officials said they still seemed to be talking across each
other, on the ground the sides started to converge.

On Dec. 19, the prime minister was preparing to announce to
the nation that he was taking drastic action to lock down
London and ban Christmas gatherings because of a new highly
virulent coronavirus strain. He also signaled to Frost that
the time had come to do a deal.

As talks focused in on the issue of fishing rights, British
negotiators were taken aback that the EU wasn’t budging as
much as they thought it would, and by the following night
things looked bleak again.

In an attempt to get the deal over the line, Johnson and von
der Leyen held two tense phone calls Monday. The Commission
president said the EU, particularly France, wouldn’t accept
anything more than a 25% reduction in the amount of fish it
could catch in British waters — and that this was the final
offer.

Johnson had been pushing for 80%, though had just proposed
30%, a figure that might already be difficult to sell to his
party in Parliament. Both sides were now feeling nervous about
the prospects of a deal before Christmas, and when Johnson and
von der Leyen spoke on Tuesday afternoon, they were still
sticking to their guns.

That all changed on Tuesday night. After frantic phone calls
between Brussels, Paris and Berlin, the EU came through with a
new offer: Von der Leyen’s Brexit adviser, Stephanie Riso,
called Frost and told him the bloc would drop its longstanding
demand that it should be able to impose far-reaching tariffs
on the U.K. should it restrict fish access in the future, a
power known as cross-retaliation.



That was the final piece of the jigsaw. The U.K.’s top team
sent urgent messages to their colleagues, some of whom were
already back at their Brussels hotel packing their suitcases
to go home for Christmas. They got down to work on fishing
rights immediately and worked late Tuesday night.

By Wednesday, when Johnson and von der Leyen spoke again -
four times that day — the outline of a deal was there. In
return for the dropping of cross-retaliation, Johnson accepted
a reduction of 25% on fishing, with a five-and-a-half-year
transition period. That means that he can say that in June
2026, on the 10th anniversary of the EU referendum, the U.K.
will have full control of its waters.

n

“This moment marks the end of a long voyage,” von der Leyen
told a news conference in Brussels on Thursday. “At the end of
such voyages, I normally feel joy. But today I feel
satisfaction and relief. It’s time to leave Brexit behind.”

The most recent leg of that journey started in March, but made
little progress until after the summer. The coronavirus
pandemic derailed arrangements almost immediately.

Shortly after the first negotiating round, several members of
the two teams, including Frost and Barnier, were laid low
either because they tested positive or were displaying
symptoms. They continued talks over videoconference, though
couldn’t meet in person again until the end of June.

That meant negotiators couldn’t strike up a rapport. “There
were no handshakes, no gentle pats on the back, no opportunity
to chat things over informally over a drink,” said one EU
official. “That’s how deals are normally done.”

Intimacy came in the form of web cameras into people’s homes.
One EU negotiator worked from a blood-red room with a bird
cage, while a British official spoke from his shed in the
English Midlands. Another from the U.K. sat in her kitchen
between a bouquet of lilies and a set of knives. “It was
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perfect for her,” one person involved in the talks joked.

There were technical problems with video technology, and both
sides were worried about the security of discussing sensitive
issues online. Officials found it difficult to work jointly on
documents.

When they did resume face-to-face contact, the British side
tried to win Barnier over. Over the summer, Frost wooed the
Frenchman during private dinners at Carlton Gardens, an
elegant 19th century London townhouse carefully chosen because
of the emotions it might stir. The building served as the
headquarters of the “Free France” government in exile during
World War II led by Charles de Gaulle, Barnier’s political
hero — though also the French leader who vetoed Britain’s
membership of the EU’s precursor.

Months went by in almost constant deadlock, though. Barnier
told Frost that before going into a submarine you need to make
sure the doors are firmly shut, in response to Frost's
requests to intensify negotiations. As one negotiator put it:
“There’s only so many times you can tell each other exactly
the same thing about fish without going slightly crazy.”

The coronavirus weighed on the talks almost from the start.
The revised train timetable under the English Channel meant
there was only one shuttle to Brussels in the morning and one
to London at night. Lockdowns closed bars and restaurants, and
officials were forced to eat tepid dinners dropped off in
paper bags alone in their hotel rooms for days on end.

In November, Barnier worked at home by candlelight after a
power cut affected part of Brussels while he was in quarantine
after one of his team tested positive for COVID-19.

Indeed, darkness became a theme of the talks. In London, they
took place in an underground conference center belonging to
the U.K. government’s business department dubbed “The Cave.”
In Brussels, meetings in the drab 1970s-style Borschette



center took place from early morning to late at night. Starved
of fresh air and exercise, negotiators started sharing vitamin
D pills.

And with darkness came the sense of noir. During the first set
of Brexit negotiations in 2018, the EU’s trade supremo, Sabine
Weyand, told attaches of her concern they were being bugged by
the British secret service, something the U.K. flatly denied.
Two years on, that paranoia persisted, an EU diplomat said.
Johnson and his aides were asked to surrender their phones
when they met von der Leyen for dinner.

Brussels officials in normal times might have allowed trusted
journalists into their offices to view documents too sensitive
to email. Now, they hid print-outs in the pages of the Le Soir
newspaper as they sipped takeaway coffees on street corners.

While nervousness extended to both sides, key decision-making
was taking place elsewhere anyway. Johnson exchanged text
messages with French President Emmanuel Macron. Frost was in
regular contact with Uwe Corsepius, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s top adviser.

For all the hours together, the two sides spent most of the
time talking past each other. Even when Johnson and von der
Leyen spoke again on the phone, officials said it sounded like
they were talking from completely different positions.

The reasons for Brexit were something many on the EU side
struggled to understand. While “sovereignty” became the U.K.'’s
mantra throughout the nine months, it was a running joke among
the EU negotiators. Whenever Frost tweeted the word, they
expected little to be achieved for the next few days.

In her speech Thursday, von der Leyen pointedly remarked that
everyone should ask themselves what sovereignty actually means
in the 21st century.

At various times, the talks were very close to collapse, not



least when the British government threatened to break
international law by unpicking part of the withdrawal
agreement on leaving the EU. But the EU saw the move as just
provocation. It was clear that, despite everything, both sides
desperately wanted a deal.

Indeed, they always returned to the table. As it became closer
to Christmas, and the end of the U.K.’s post-Brexit transition
period, tensions increased. British officials said they
observed cross words between Barnier and senior members of the
EU team. Witnesses reported hearing shouting from the U.K.
team’s base in London.

Asked how they planned to celebrate the deal, one member of
the British group already knew: “I’'m going to sleep.”



