Lebanese — Syrian Maritime
Boundaries: Solutions Are
Ready

Lebanon - Syria Land Terminus Point (LTP) and relevant T
I construction lines for a Trijunction point with Cyprus _—

Source: R, Baroud DTS4 § (2020)

By Roudi Baroudi

Lebanon’s maritime boundaries with Syria have become a popular
topic for public discussion of late, and that is a good thing.
After all, the more our citizens know, the better-equipped
they will be to identify national interests, and therefore to
demand that elected officials pursue those interests above all
other considerations.

This is only true, though, if the citizens in question have
both correct information and a basic understanding of how
international relations are conducted. Otherwise they risk
being tricked by those actors, both Lebanese and foreigners,
intent on furthering their own commercial, diplomatic,
geostrategic, personal, and/or political ambitions at the
expense of Lebanon’s national priorities.

Anyone seeking to sort out the back-and-forth over this latest
chapter of Libano-Syrian relations should keep the following
in mind:

— While certain political circles in Lebanon have been
estranged from Syria’s current government in recent years,
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relations between the two countries — not just national and
diplomatic, but also economic, social, and family — go back
millennia. Whatever disagreements come and go, the
relationship is very much a brotherly one within the larger
Arab family, and however much they may be at odds with one
another, brothers are always there for each other when it
matters most.

— Syria is not a party to the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). It is, however, both a brotherly
country and an observer state, and it should be kept in mind
that the standards and practices of UNCLOS have become the
norms by which maritime boundary disputes are resolved,
whether by treaty, arbitration, or the verdict of a suitable
international court.

— The length of the maritime border between Lebanon and Syria
is approximately 53 nautical miles; between Lebanon and
Cyprus, approximately 96 nautical miles; and between Lebanon
and Israel, approximately 71 nautical miles.

In late March, Syrian news outlets reported that a Russian
company, Capital Limited, had been contracted by the Syrian
government to carry out offshore hydrocarbon exploration and
development in Block 1, a parcel of seabed along the country’s
maritime border with Lebanon. Almost immediately, certain
Lebanese politicians and Arab media sounded alarms to the
effect that Syria was infringing Lebanon’s rights, but what 1is
certain is that Block 1 is located in the 100% neutral
temporary natural line neutral, according to UNCLOS rules.
However, according to global exploration information on global
oil and gas concession areas for 2018, 2019, and 2021, and as
expected by o0il industry specialists, the Syrian blocks have
not changed: they have the same dimensions and positions as
when they were announced by the Syrian government.

— According to the UN Table of Claims for 2011, Syria’s legal
maritime claims are as follows:

Territorial sea = 12 nautical miles

Adjacent areas = 24 nautical miles

Exclusive Economic Zone = 200 nautical miles



— If we look at the Lebanese blocks, we find that they also
overlap with the Syrian blocks.

— Over the years, Lebanon and Syria have signed approximately
40 reciprocal agreements in various fields, including some
related to the sharing of river waters common to the two
countries, including the Assi (also known as the Orontes, or
the Mimas) and the Kbir (also known as the Kbir al-Janoubi,
which forms much of the northern border between the two
countries. This lands border ends at the spot along the coast
where the Kbir empties into the Mediterranean Sea, and where
the countries have agreed a Land Terminus Point (LTP) at the
mouth of the river, as shown on the accompanying map.

Given all of these facts and the overlap between Syrian and
Lebanese claims, and in light of the geographical proximities,
the numerous signed conventions between them, and their
historically fraternal relations, the two countries could
easily draw an equidistant line extending from the LTP to the
trijunction with Cyprus, about 53 nautical miles offshore. The
Lebanese Armed Forces recently did a tremendous job in a much
more challenging task, preparing for and conducting
negotiations over the far more contentious southern border
with Israel, so reaching a deal with the Syrians should be
relatively straightforward for the LAF.

With all due respect to those focused on the maritime border
with Syria, given the relative ease with which that deal can
be made, the more urgent task right now is to preserve our
rights along the southern border with Israel, this by amending
Decree No. 6433 of 2011 and submitting the new coordinates, as
allowed for by Article 3 of said decree, to the United
Nations.

The Lebanese and Syrian governments can quickly solve the
maritime border problems as long as the LTP line between the
two countries is defined and the islands opposite the two
countries are officially and unambiguous. As a bonus, a
solution to this issue also could also open the way to a just



and speedy demarcation of the boundary with Cyprus.

In the same context, so long as the objective is related to
the energy sector, and considering the difficult economic and
humanitarian situation facing Lebanon, the concerned Lebanese
officials also should negotiate with their Syrian counterparts
to quickly reactivate Law No. 509, issued on July 16, 2003,
authorizing the conclusion of an agreement to sell gas between
Lebanon and Syria. The Lebanese side should communicate with
Egypt as well, in order to implement Decree. No. 15,722,
issued on November 14, 2005. This decree endorsed a memorandum
of cooperation between the Lebanese Ministry of Energy and
Water and the Egyptian Ministry of Electricity and Energy
authorizing the import of gas from Egypt. These two moves
would enable Lebanon to cover at least some of its natural gas
needs, whether from Syria or from Egypt via Syria, which would
allow the generation of cleaner and more affordable
electricity at the Deir al-Ammar power station, which was
designed to run on gas but has burned diesel for most of the
time since its commissioning in 1998.

In light of the fact that some 2 million displaced Syrians are
still sheltering in Lebanon because of the continuing war in
their homeland, there 1s good reason to hope that Damascus
might adopt a humanitarian perspective by providing the gas on
a grant basis (actual or de facto), which would help the
Lebanese gain both savings and sustainability. In this
scenario, the Lebanese population would derive all the
benefits of the Deir al-Ammar station’s 400-megawatt capacity
during a very difficult period, but the Lebanese state would
not be pressured to repay, giving it time and space to restore
economic and fiscal stability. Some will object that US
sanctions on Syria make such a deal impossible, but there is
nothing stopping Lebanon from applying for the same kind of
humanitarian exemption that Iraq received in order to purchase
Iranian oil. All that'’'s needed is for Lebanon’s most
influential politicians to set aside the infighting for the
sake of an urgent national need.



Biden Presidency and East-Med
Gas
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Biden Presidency Offers ‘New
Opportunities’ to Unlock East
Med Gas

ATHENS, Greece: The post-COVID world will still need natural
gas from the Eastern Mediterranean, and America’s new
president may have just the right credentials to overcome
diplomatic obstacles, a veteran of the regional energy scene
told a conference in Athens on

Wednesday.

Roudi Baroudi, CEO of Energy and Environment Holding, an
independent consultancy based in Qatar, told the first day of
the Athens Energy Dialogues that Biden had several qualities
that might enable him to break up the logjam.

“Biden in the past has demonstrated considerable understanding
of issues affecting the Eastern Med, as well as a perspective
that emphasizes legal and diplomatic solutions,” Baroudi said
in remarks delivered by video link.



In addition, he told an audience including key energy,
finance, and government figures, the new president “has
already articulated a determination to reassert some of
Washington’s key prerogatives on the international stage.
These include its traditional stabilizing role 1in the
Mediterranean, as well as its championing of NATO, which
happens to include both Greece and Turkey, after four years of
Donald Trump undermining the alliance at every opportunity.”

Recent discoveries of offshore oil and gas have brought long-
simmering Greco-Turkish tensions back to the front burner,
with Ankara becoming much more assertive about its maritime
claims, especially where these overlap with those of Greece
and Cyprus.

Baroudi, who for years has championed cooperation in energy as
a way of defusing tensions among several East Med countries,
has recently written a book about how to settle competing
claims in the region. Specifically, ‘Maritime Disputes in the
Eastern Mediterranean:

The Way Forward’ examines the tools and templates laid down in
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
UNCLOS, he told the audience, “provides all the tools and
procedural bases for the peaceful resolution” of rival claims.

“Biden’s resurrection of a more conventional US foreign policy
means new opportunities for Greece, Turkey, and other
countries in the region to chart out a more cooperative and
more productive future,” Baroudi added. “The prizes in this
endeavor include not just a reduction of

tensions and the facilitation of billions of dollars worth of
energy sales and savings, but also a crucial component of the
region’s transition to a lower-carbon future.”

With more than 40 years of experience in the energy industry,
Baroudi has helped shape policy and investment choices for
companies, governments, 1investors, and supranational
organizations like the UN and the European Union. The latter,



he explained to reporters after his
talk, also has a “key part in keeping the tensions down”.

La présidence de Biden offre
de « nouvelles opportunités »
pour débloquer le gaz de la
Méditerranée de 1’Est

Athenes, Grece : Le monde post-Covid aura toujours besoin de
gaz naturel de la Méditerranée de 1'Est et le nouveau
président de 1’Amérique pourrait avoir les bonnes références
pour surmonter les obstacles diplomatiques, c’'est ce qu’un
vétéran de la scene énergétique régionale a déclaré mercredi
lors d'une conférence a Athenes.

Roudi BAROUDI, PDG d’Energy and Environment Holding, un
cabinet de conseil indépendant basé au Qatar, a déclaré, le
premier jour des Dialogues d’Athenes sur 1’énergie, que Biden
avait plusieurs qualités qui pourraient lui permettre de
briser 1’impasse.

Baroudi a déclaré dans les remarques transmises par un lien
vidéo que « dans le passé, Biden a démontré une compréhension
considérable des probléemes affectant la Méditerranée de 1'Est
ainsi qu’'une perspective qui met en faveur des solutions
juridiques et diplomatiques ».

En outre, il a déclaré a un public comprenant des
personnalités clés de 1’énergie, des finances et du
gouvernement que le nouveau président « a déja exprimé sa
détermination a réaffirmer certaines des prérogatives clés de
Washington sur la scene internationale. Il s’agit notamment de
son role stabilisateur traditionnel en Méditerranée, ainsi que



sa défense du NATO, qui se trouve inclure a la fois la Grece
et la Turquie, apres quatre ans ou Donald Trump a sapé
1’alliance a chaque occasion ».

Les récentes découvertes du pétrole et du gaz offshore ont
ramené les tensions gréco-turques mijotant depuis longtemps au
premier plan, Ankara devenant beaucoup plus affirmée quant a
ses revendications maritimes, en particulier lorsque celles-ci
se chevauchent avec celles de la Grece et de Chypre.

BAROUDI, qui pendant des années a défendu la coopération dans
le domaine de 1’énergie comme un moyen d’'apaiser les tensions
entre plusieurs pays de la Méditerranée de 1’est, a récemment
écrit un livre sur la facon de régler les revendications
concurrentes dans la région. Plus précisément, les «
différends maritimes en Méditerranée de 1'Est: 1la voie a
suivre examine les outils et modeles définis dans 1la
Convention des Nations Unies sur le Droit de la Mer (UNCLOS).

I1 a déclaré a l’auditoire que 1'UNCLOS « fournit tous les
outils et bases procédurales pour la résolution pacifique »
des revendications rivales.

BAROUDI ajouta : « La résurrection par Biden d’une politique
étrangere américaine plus conventionnelle signifie de
nouvelles opportunités pour la Grece, la Turquie et d’autres
pays de la région pour tracer un avenir plus coopératif et
plus productif ». « Les prix dans cette tentative comprennent
non seulement une réduction des tensions et une facilitation
de milliards de dollars de ventes et d’économies d'énergie,
mais aussi un élément crucial de la transition de la région
vers un avenir a plus faibles émissions de carbone ».



OpitAia kK. Roudi Baroudi,
Athens Energy Forum 2021

H mpoebpia Mndivtev mpoopépel «vEeg evkalplieg» va EekAe1dbwoer
TO QUO1KO agéplo otnv AvatoAilkf Meodyetro.

Aonva, EAAGDa : «0 koOopog¢ otnv petd Covid esmoyf 6a sEakoAovbel
va xpeldletal @uolkd aéplo amd tnv AvatoAlkhf Meodyeio Kal o
véog mpodedpoc twv HMA {owg va €xel ta KATAAANAX dlamioTevTApPlLA
Wote va mpoomnepdoel TA HIMAWMATIKE €umodia» €vag PetepdvoC NG
MEPLPEPELAKAC EVEPYELAKAC oKknNvC dAAwoce o€ ouvédplo otnv ABNAva
t™Tnv TetdpTn.

0 PovUvti Mmapovvti, Alrevblvwv XOuBouvAo¢ tng¢ Energy and
Environment Holding, pia aveEdptntng OVUPBOVAEVLTIKNAC eTtalpeiag
ue €d6pa 1o Katdp O6AAwcoe tnv mpwtn MEPpa Tov ocvvedpiov Athens
Energy Dialogues, 6Tl 0 Mnmaivtev €Xel TMOAAEC 1KAvOTNTEG TMOL O«
MTIOPOUVOOV VO TOL EMLITPEYOUV va AVoel tov yOpdio beoud.

«0 Mnoivtev oto MapeABOYV €xel emdbeifer afrompdoekTn Katavonon
o€ B€uata mOv a@opouvv TNV AvatoAilkn Mecdyeio , KaBWG esmiong o€
Mla mpoomTiKh mov 6ivel €ugpaon O6€ VOUIKEG KAl OHITMAWUATUIKEC
AVog1G» Tévioe 0 K. Mmopouvtl otnv diladiktuvakrh TOomMoBETNON TOV.

EminAéov, vnoypduulce, o€ €va KOlvd ToOL amoTteAovvTav amd
EKTIPOOWMOUC TNG KuLB&pvnong, TOU EVEPYELAKOD KOl TOVL
EMUYXELPNUATIKOD TOMEX, O vEOG mpoedpog €xel Ndn dHiratunwoer tnv
amo@aol1oTikOTNTA v enavoBeBailwoel oplopéva amnd Ta Baoikd
npovOuta tTng Ovdoilyvktov otn O61eBvhl oknvh. Xe avtd
neplAauBaveTatrl o mapadoolakdg otabepomoinTiKOC TNG POAOGC OTN
Meocdyelo kabBwg emiong kot n vmepdomnion tov NATO , upéEAN TOUL
onmotov n EAAGda katl n Toupkia Kol €vy) Ta TeEAevtala TEooEpQ
xpévia n d6irakvBEpvnon tov NtéAavt Tpaum LMOVOUEVLOE Th CLPPAX L
ME KABe eukailpila.

Npbogatec avakaAvyelc off shore metpeAaiov kal @uoilkoL agpiov
EPEPAV TG OVO1XTEC eml dekaetieg €AANVOTOUPKIKEG €EVTAOCELG



MAA1 o0T0 TMPOOKAvViOo, ME TNV AyKupa va yivetal meploocdTEPO
QTMOPUG1OT 1K OTOULG 10XVPLOMOUGC TNC €Ml TWV OaAocoiwv Cwvwv
10taitepa o€ auTEC MOV €XeEl avTimapdbeon MeE TNV EAAGDA KOl
tnv Kompo.

0 K. MnmapovUvtt 0 omoiog emt Ypdévia €XEl TMPWTAYWVIOTACEL 0TN
ovvepyooia eni twv Oepdtwv eveEpyerag, , Eypaye mpléopata £va
BiBA{o ylia TOUGC OLUPLBACHOUVC MOV AMALTOUVTIAL METAED TWV
AVTAYWV1OT1KWYY 10XVPLOMOY OTNVv MEPLOXN WG €vag TPOTMOG va
obnyAocel otnv amokKAlpdKkwon TNG €vtaong METAED TWV XWPWY TNG
AvatoAlkAG Mecoyeiov. Xvykekpipéva oto BiBA{o tov pe tTiTAO
«A1a@opéc emt Twv BoAdoolwv BeudTwv otnv AvatoAilkhi Meocodyero: 0
TPOMOC va TAUE umpooTd» eEetdlel T €pyaAseia Kal ol €vkalpieg
nov amoppéouvv amdé tTn XVYBaon yla to AiKailo tTnG OAA0GCOAC TWV
Hvwpévwy EBvov ( UNCLOS)

H oOuBaon, eime oto akpoatnplo, TMOPEXEL OAa T epyaAeia Kot
T1¢ dradikaotikég PBdoelg yia tTnv €1pnvikfl eniAvon Twv
AVTTIHAXOUEVWY 1O0YXVPLOUDV.

H evepyomoinon tou MMalvTeEV OE M1O TM10 OUVPBATIKA EEWTEPLKN
MOA1T1KA Ttwv HMA onuaivel véeg evkalpieg yia tnv EAAGda, tnv
Tovpkia Kal GAAEC XWPEC TNG mMeEPlLoxAC va oxedidoouv €va T1o
OUVEPYAO1UO Kal Tapoywylkd pEAAov, mpdobece o K. Mmapovvtl.

Ta kEpdn o€ avt tnv mpoomdbeila meplAauBdvovv 6x1 pévo 1N
nelwon twv evtdoewv Kat tn d1€VKOALYVON TWV TMWANCEWV EVEPYELQC
aflag Odroekatoppvpiwv OdoAapiwv aAAd Oa amnoteAécel £€va
ONUaVT1KO mopdyovta otn MHeETaBiBaocn TNC MEPLOXNG OE €va WEAAOV
HE YounAdtepeg ekmouneéc 61o€e1diov Tou dvBpaka.

Me meploocdtepa amnd 40 ypoévia eunerpiag otn PBrounyavia NG
EVEPYELOC, O K. Mmapovvti €yel PBonbAcel otn diauodpowon
TMOALTIKWOYV KOl EMEVOVTIKWY EMIAOYWV yla €talpeleg, KuvBepvAocerg,
enevbutéc kal H1eBveic opyaviopovg O6mwg o OHE kot n Evpwnaiki
Evwon. H teAsgvtaia, Onwg €EAynoe otovg dnuUOolOypPAPOULC UETA TNV
odlA{ia Tov, mailel €va onUOVIIKO pPOAO0 OTO va KPATA T1G
EVTACGELG XOUNAL.
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La présidence de Biden offre
de « nouvelles opportunités »
pour débloquer le gaz de 1la
Méditerranée de 1’Est

Athens February
Energy o
o Dialogues
Athenes, Gréce : Le monde post-Covid aura toujours besoin de
gaz naturel de la Méditerranée de 1’'Est et 1le nouveau
président de 1’'Amérique pourrait avoir les bonnes références

pour surmonter les obstacles diplomatiques, c’'est ce qu’un
vétéran de la scene énergétique régionale a déclaré mercredi
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lors d’une conférence a Athénes.

Roudi BAROUDI, PDG d’Energy and Environment Holding, un
cabinet de conseil indépendant basé au Qatar, a déclaré, le
premier jour des Dialogues d’Athenes sur 1’énergie, que Biden
avait plusieurs qualités qui pourraient lui permettre de
briser 1’impasse.

Baroudi a déclaré dans les remarques transmises par un lien
vidéo que « dans le passé, Biden a démontré une compréhension
considérable des problemes affectant la Méditerranée de 1'Est
ainsi qu’'une perspective qui met en faveur des solutions
juridiques et diplomatiques ».

En outre, il a déclaré a un public comprenant des
personnalités clés de 1’énergie, des finances et du
gouvernement que le nouveau président « a déja exprimé sa
détermination a réaffirmer certaines des prérogatives clés de
Washington sur la scene internationale. Il s’agit notamment de
son role stabilisateur traditionnel en Méditerranée, ainsi que
sa défense du NATO, qui se trouve inclure a la fois la Grece
et la Turquie, apres quatre ans ou Donald Trump a sapé
1’alliance a chaque occasion ».

Les récentes découvertes du pétrole et du gaz offshore ont
ramené les tensions gréco-turques mijotant depuis longtemps au
premier plan, Ankara devenant beaucoup plus affirmée quant a
ses revendications maritimes, en particulier lorsque celles-ci
se chevauchent avec celles de la Grece et de Chypre.

BAROUDI, qui pendant des années a défendu la coopération dans
le domaine de l’'énergie comme un moyen d’apaiser les tensions
entre plusieurs pays de la Méditerranée de 1’est, a récemment
écrit un livre sur la facon de régler les revendications
concurrentes dans la région. Plus précisément, les «
différends maritimes en Méditerranée de 1'Est: 1la voie a
suivre examine les outils et modeles définis dans 1la
Convention des Nations Unies sur le Droit de la Mer (UNCLOS).



I1 a déclaré a 1'auditoire que L1’UNCLOS « fournit tous les
outils et bases procédurales pour la résolution pacifique »
des revendications rivales.

BAROUDI ajouta : « La résurrection par Biden d’une politique
étrangere américaine plus conventionnelle signifie de
nouvelles opportunités pour la Grece, la Turquie et d’autres
pays de la région pour tracer un avenir plus coopératif et
plus productif ». « Les prix dans cette tentative comprennent
non seulement une réduction des tensions et une facilitation
de milliards de dollars de ventes et d’'économies d’énergie,
mais aussi un élément crucial de la transition de la région
vers un avenir a plus faibles émissions de carbone ».

RIES OF THE RE(
HE EUROPEAN
4PPROACH 1O

“TEITS OF

Avec plus de 40 ans d'expérience dans le secteur de 1’'énergie,
BAROUDI a contribué a faconner les choix politiques et
d’'investissement pour les entreprises, les gouvernements, les
investisseurs et les organisations supranationales comme 1'ONU
et 1'Union européenne. Il a expliqué aux journalistes apres
son discours que cela a également un “role clé dans le
maintien des tensions ».



OpitAia K. Roudi Baroudi,
Athens Energy Forum 2021

Athens February
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H mpoedpia Mndiviev mpoogépel «vé€eC evkalpieg» va EekAe1dwoer
TO QUO1KO aéplo otnv AvaTtoAlkA Meodyero.

AeAva, EAAGDa : «0 kOopog otnv petd Covid emoyh Oa €&akoAouvbet
va xpeldletat Quolkd agplo amd tnv AvatoAilkA Meocdyeio Kol o
véog mpodedpoc twv HMA {owg va €xel ta KATAAANAQ dlamioTtevTAplA
WoTE va TMpoomeEPAceEl TA OIMAWMATIKA eumddia» €vag BeTeEPAvVOC TNG
MEPLPEPELAKAC EVEPYELAKAG oKnNvNC dAAwce o€ ouvédplo otnv ABNAva
tTnv Tetdptn.
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0 PovUvtl Mnopovvtil, AlevOUvwv ZVuBovAo¢ tTn¢ Energy and
Environment Holding, pla ave&dptntnG OULUPBOVAELTIKAC €TOlpeiag
ue €6pa 1o Katdp OAAwoe Tnv mpwtn péEpa Tov ocvvedpiov Athens
Energy Dialogues, 6tt1 0 Mmoiviev €x€l MOAAEG 1KOVOTNTEG MOV Oa
MTIOPOVOOV VO TOL EMITPEYOUV va AVCEl TOov YOpdilo deoud.

«0 Mnaivtev oto mMapeAdov £xelr emdei€er agrompdoekTn Katavonon
o€ BEuata mOL agopovv TNV AvatoAilkn Mecdyeiro , KabBWG esmiong oe€
Ml TMPOOMTlKN Tov d1lvel €upacn G€ VOUIKEG KOl OIMAWMATLIKEC
AVog1G» Tévioe 0 K. Mmopouvtl otnv diradiktuvakrh TomoBETNnorn TOVL.

EninAéov, vnoypduploce, o€ €va KOlvd TOL AMOTEAODVTAV QATd
EKTIPOOWMOUC TNG KuLuB&€pvnong, TOU EVEPYELAKOD KOl TOVL
EMLXELPNUATIKOV TOMEX, O VEOC mpodedpoc €xel RGN Hratumwoetl TNV
ano@acloTikoTNTA va enavoBefaiwcel oplopyéva amnd tTa Paocikd
npovoulta tTng OvdociyvkTov otn ©6i1eBvhil oknvlp. e avtd
neplAaufdvetal o mnopadoclakdG otabepomolnTikdG TNG POAOC OTN
Meodyeio kabwg emiong katl n vmepdomnion tov NATO , pEAN TOUL
ommoiov n EAAGda kal n Toupkia Kol evy) Ta TEAevTaia TEOOEPQ
xpoévia n dirakvBEpvnon tov NTéAavT Tpoum LMOVOUELGE TN OCLUMOY la
ME KABe ecukailpla.

Npdogateg avakaAlyelc off shore metpeAaiov kKot @uoilkoL aegpiov
EQEPAV T1C OVOlXTEC emt bdekaetieg EAANVOTOUPKIKEG EVTACELG
MAA1 oTo TMPOOKAV1O, ME TNV AYyKLupa va yivetal meploodTeEpO
QMOPAG1OT 1K OTOULG 10XVPLOMOUGC TNC €Ml TwWv OaAocoiwv Cwvwv
10taitepa o€ aUTEC TMOL €XEl avTimapddeon HME TNV EAAGDA KOl
tnv Komnpo.

0 K. Mnmapovvtt o0 omoiog emt Ypdévia €XE1l TMPWTAYWVIOTACEL 0TN
ovvepyaoia emni Twv BepdTwv evépyelrag, , Eypaye mpoédopaTa £va
BiBA{0o vylia TOUGC OULUPLBACHOUVC MOV AMALTOUVTIAL HMETAED TWV
AVTOYWV1O0T1KOY 10XVPLOMWY OTNnv TEPLOXN WG €vag Tpomog va
odbnyAocel otnv AamOoKAlHdKWon TNG €vTtaong METAED TWV XWPWY TNG
AvatoAlkAG Mecoyeiov. Zvuvykekpipéva oto BiBA{o tov pe tTiTAO
«Ala@opéc emt Twv BoAdoolwv BeudTwvy otnv AvatoAlkhi Meodyero: 0O
TPOMOC va TAUE umpooTd» e€Eetdlel T €pyaAeia Kal 01 €vkalpileg
nmov amoppéouvv amd tn XVYBaon ylta to AiKalo TNG OAANGCOAC TWV



Hvwpévwy EBvwv ( UNCLOS)

H oOpBaon, eime oto akpoatnplo, TMOPEXEL OAa T epyaAeia Kot
T1¢ OradikaoctlikéC Bdoelg yia TNV €1pnvikl emniAvon Twv
AVTIHAXOUEVWY 1O0YXVPLOUDV.

H evepyomoinon 1oL Mmalvitev O0€ Hla T10 OLUPBATIKA E€EWTEPLKN
MOA1T1KA twv HMA onuaivetl véeg evkaipieg yia tnv EAAGda, tnv
Tovpkia Kal GAAEC XWPEC TNC MEPLOXAC va oxedidoouv €va Tmio
OUVEPYAO1UO Kal Tapaywylkd pEAAov, mpdobece o K. Mmapovvtl.

Ta képbn o€ oavtA TNV TpoomndBela mMeEPLAaUBAvouv O6x1 pOvVO TN
nelwon twv gvtdoewv Kat tn d1evkOALYVON TWV TMWANCEWV EVEPYELQC
aglagc Oroekatoppvpiwv OdoAapiwv aAAd Oa amoteAécel €va
ONUOVT1KO moapdyovta otn MeTaBiBacn TNG mMeEPLOXAG o€ €va PEAAOV
ME YounAdtepeg ekmounec 6i1o€e1dbiov Tou dvBpaka.

Me mepilocdtepa amd 40 ypoévia eumnerploag otn Brounyavia 1TNG
EVEPYELOC, O K. Mmapovvti €yxel PBonbAcel otn diauodpowon
MOALTIKWOY KOl EMEVOVTIKWY EMIAOYWV yla €talpelec, KuvBepvAocerg,
eNMevOLTEC Kal HieBvelc opyaviouov¢ 6nw¢ o OHE katl n Evpwmnoikn
Evwon. H teAevtaia, O6nwc¢ €EAynoe otouvg dnuooloypdpovg HETA TNV
outAia Tov, maitlel €va onUOvTlkGé pOAO OTO VO KPATA TG
EVTACELG XOUNAL.
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BIDEN PRESIDENCY OFFERS ‘NEW

OPPORTUNITIES’ TO UNLOCK EAST
MED GAS

Athens February
Energy 17 & 18

d Dialogues | 2021

ATHENS, Greece: The post-COVID world will still need natural
gas from the Eastern Mediterranean, and America’s new
president may have just the right credentials to overcome
diplomatic obstacles, a veteran of the regional energy scene



https://euromenaenergy.com/biden-presidency-offers-new-opportunities-to-unlock-east-med-gas/
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told a conference in Athens on
Wednesday.

Roudi Baroudi, CEO of Energy and Environment Holding, an
independent consultancy based in Qatar, told the first day of
the Athens Energy Dialogues that Biden had several qualities
that might enable him to break up the logjam.

“Biden in the past has demonstrated considerable understanding
of issues affecting the Eastern Med, as well as a perspective
that emphasizes legal and diplomatic solutions,” Baroudi said
in remarks delivered by video link. In addition, he told an
audience including key energy, finance, and government
figures, the new president “has already articulated a
determination to reassert some of Washington’s Kkey
prerogatives on the international stage. These include its
traditional stabilizing role in the Mediterranean, as well as
its championing of NATO, which happens to include both Greece
and Turkey, after four years of Donald Trump undermining the
alliance at every opportunity.”

Recent discoveries of offshore oil and gas have brought long-
simmering Greco-Turkish tensions back to the front burner,
with Ankara becoming much more assertive about its maritime
claims, especially where these overlap with those of Greece
and Cyprus.

Baroudi, who for years has championed cooperation in energy as
a way of defusing tensions among several East Med countries,
has recently written a book about how to settle competing
claims in the region. Specifically, ‘Maritime Disputes in the
Eastern Mediterranean:

The Way Forward’ examines the tools and templates laid down in
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

UNCLOS, he told the audience, “provides all the tools and
procedural bases for the peaceful resolution” of rival claims.
“Biden’s resurrection of a more conventional US foreign policy
means new opportunities for Greece, Turkey, and other



countries in the region

to chart out a more cooperative and more productive future,”
Baroudi added. “The prizes in this endeavor include not just a
reduction of tensions and the facilitation of billions of
dollars worth of energy sales and savings, but also a crucial
component of the region’s transition

to a lower-carbon future.”
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With more than 40 years of experience in the energy industry,
Baroudi has helped shape policy and investment choices for
companies, governments, 1investors, and supranational
organizations like the UN and the European Union. The latter,
he explained to reporters after his

talk, also has a “key part in keeping the tensions down”.
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Le droit de la mer offre une
solution pacifique au litige
gréco-turc

La Grece et la Turquie se livrent a nouveau a un jeu dangereux
sur 1’'ile grecque de Kastellorizo, située a deux kilometres
des coOtes turques. Si les deux pays sont depuis longtemps en
désaccord sur 1'ile, le différend actuel concerne 1’envoi dans
cette zone, a plusieurs reprises depuis aolt dernier, d’un
navire d'exploration d’'hydrocarbures turc, 1’0Oruc Reis.
Cependant, la récurrence de ces tensions découle en fin de
compte de 1'absence de traité sur les frontieéres maritimes
entre les deux pays.Ce manque de clarté a contribué a des
frictions pendant des décennies, et pas seulement sur 1'ile de
Kastellorizo. En fait, les deux pays revendiquent des zones
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économiques exclusives (ZEE) qui se chevauchent de maniere
significative, rendant impossible tout projet qui viserait a
exploiter pleinement les ressources sous-marines de la zone.
Par conséquent, a moins que les deux pays ne soient pleinement
préparés a résoudre leurs différends de maniere pacifique, des
crises comme celle que nous connaissons actuellement
continueront de se produire, augmentant a chaque fois les
risques de conflit ouvert.

Montée des tensions

Les enjeux ont cri significativement ces derniéres années,
principalement en raison de la découverte d’'importants
gisements d’hydrocarbures en plusieurs endroits de la
Méditerranée orientale. Certains observateurs avertissent que
les relations entre les deux pays sont a leur plus bas niveau
depuis 1974, lorsque les forces turques ont envahi Chypre a la
suite d’un coup d’'Etat des Chypriotes grecs visant & unir
1’ile a la junte militaire alors en place a Athénes.

Au lieu d’engager un dialogue productif entre elles, Athenes
et Ankara ont toutes deux mené des efforts diplomatiques
paralleles visant a étayer leurs revendications maritimes
respectives. Les Turcs ont signé un protocole d’'accord sur les
ZEE avec la Libye (17 novembre 2019), tandis que les Grecs ont
signé un accord sur les ZEE avec 1’Egypte (6 ao(it 2020). Aucun
de ces accords n’a cependant été ratifié, ce qui signifie
qu’ils ne sont pas encore en vigueur. Méme si une ratification
a lieu, il reste a voir si ces accords seront déposés aupres
de la Division des Nations unies pour les affaires maritimes
et du droit de la mer (Doalos), a laquelle les Etats codtiers
confient généralement leurs traités frontaliers pour une plus
large diffusion. Par conséquent, si ces documents bilatéraux
peuvent étre utilisés pour réglementer les interactions entre
leurs signataires respectifs, il reste a voir si et comment
ils peuvent étre conciliés avec les délimitations revendiquées
par leurs autres voisins.



Pour toutes ces raisons, la nécessité de mettre fin a ces
coups de poker périodiques devient chaque jour plus urgente.
Comme pour souligner les dangers qui en découlent, le 12 aolt,
un des navires de guerre turcs qui escortaient 1’0Orug¢ Reis a
été impliqué dans une collision mineure avec une frégate
grecque envoyée pour suivre le relevé.

Droit et technique

Cependant, en dépit de 1’'inimitié de longue date entre la
Grece et la Turquie, le droit offre aujourd’hui des moyens
simples de résoudre leur différend. La Convention des Nations
unies sur le droit de la mer (CNUDM) établit un ensemble
complet de regles pour la résolution juste et équitable de ces
différends, et au fil du temps, ces regles sont devenues
partie intégrante du droit international. Cela signifie que
méme les pays qui ne sont pas signataires de la CNUDM peuvent
invoquer (et invoquent déja) les principes de la convention
dans toutes sortes d’interactions, notamment 1lors des
procédures devant les tribunaux internationaux, les processus
d’'arbitrage et la diplomatie bilatérale et multilatérale. De
plus, les récents progres technologiques ont révolutionné la
précision avec laquelle les zones litigieuses — sur terre ou
en mer — peuvent étre définies et délimitées.

Ensemble, le droit et la technique ont donc éliminé une grande
partie des spéculations qui pouvaient exister — et donc une
grande partie des risques — lors des négociations pour 1la
résolution des différends maritimes. C’est cette approche que
la Grece et la Turquie doivent adopter pour promouvoir leurs
intéréts respectifs tout en respectant 1’obligation qui est la
leur, en tant qu’Etats membres des Nations unies, de régler
les différends de maniere pacifique. Leurs divergences sont
réelles et certains détails sont complexes, mais les principes
de la CNUDM constituent une solution éprouvée, a tel point
qu’ils ont joué un ro6le central dans chacune des deux
dernieres douzaines de résolutions de différends maritimes par
arbitrage, verdict d’un tribunal ou traité international.



Ces tensions ne disparaitront pas, ni ne pourront étre
résolues, sans diplomatie et sans dialogue. Le statu quo est
tres instable, et aucune des parties ne peut imposer sa
volonté a 1'autre, du moins pas sans subir des pertes humaines
et matérielles inacceptables.

I1 est tres probable qu’une demande de dialogue et de
diplomatie trouve une oreille réceptive du c6té de leurs
partenaires internationaux. Les Etats-Unis et 1'Union
européenne ont en effet tous deux intérét a éviter une plus
grande instabilité en Méditerranée orientale, et les Nations
unies ont investi beaucoup de temps et d’efforts dans
plusieurs tentatives pour trouver une solution au volet
chypriote du conflit gréco-turc.

Outre 1'évolution de la technologie et celle des précédents
juridiques qui permettent une solution basée sur 1la CNUDM,
sans parler des avantages économiques que les deux pays
pourraient tirer de 1la liberté d’'exploiter librement leurs
ressources, il y a une autre raison d’'étre optimiste quant a
la réussite d’une poussée en faveur de la paix a 1'heure
actuelle.

L’heure ne devrait pas étre aux discours enflammés et aux
postures agressives. Les mécanismes pour une solution
équitable sont a portée de main. La Grece et la Turquie
doivent s’engager dans un processus pacifique et défendre
leurs positions jusqu’a ce qu’'elles parviennent a un accord,
et leurs alliés doivent les aider a le faire.

Lebanon sets starting point
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for sea border negotiations
with Israel

BEIRUT (Reuters) — President Michel Aoun on Thursday specified
Lebanon’s starting point for demarcating its sea border with
Israel under U.S.-mediated talks, in the first public
confirmation of a stance sources say increases the size of the
disputed area.

Israel and Lebanon launched the negotiations last month with
delegations from the long-time foes convening at a U.N. base
to try to agree on the border that has held up hydrocarbon
exploration in the potentially gas-rich area.

A presidency statement said Aoun instructed the Lebanese team
that the demarcation line should start from the land point of
Ras Naqoura as defined under a 1923 agreement and extend
seaward in a trajectory that a security source said extends
the disputed area to some 2,300 square km (888 sq miles) from
around 860 sq km.
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Israel’s energy minister, overseeing the talks with Lebanon,
said Lebanon had now changed its position seven times and was
contradicting its own assertions.

“Whoever wants prosperity in our region and seeks to safely
develop natural resources must adhere to the principle of
stability and settle the dispute along the lines that were
submitted by Israel and Lebanon at the United Nations,” Yuval
Steinitz said.

Any deviation, Steinitz said, would lead to a “dead end”.

Last month sources said the two sides presented contrasting
maps for proposed borders. They said the Lebanese proposal
extended farther south than the border Lebanon had years
before presented to the United Nations and that of the Israeli
team pushed the boundary farther north than Israel’s original
position.

The talks, the culmination of three years of diplomacy by
Washington, are due to resume in December.

Israel pumps gas from huge offshore fields but Lebanon, which
has yet to find commercial gas reserves in its own waters, 1is
desperate for cash from foreign donors as it faces the worst
economic crisis since its 1975-1990 civil war.

Additional reporting by Ari Rabinovitch in Jerusalem; Writing
by Ghaida Ghantous; Editing by Janet Lawrence

Athens responds to US State
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Department’s claim that Greek
alr space 1s only 6 nautical
miles

Regarding the report by the US State Department, which was
forwarded to the US Congress on March 18 and in the framework
of the provisions of the “Eastern Mediterranean Security and
Energy Partnership Act,” diplomatic sources pointed out that
the borders of Greece'’s territorial waters, as well as the
maritime borders between Greece and Turkey, have been clearly
defined for years on the basis of international law and are
not in any dispute.

In particular, they stated in response to the State Department
that regarding the Southeastern Aegean and the Eastern
Mediterranean, the maritime borders have been defined by the
Italy-Turkey Agreement signed in Ankara on 4 January 1932, as
well as the minutes which was signed in Ankara on December 28,
1932,

Greece, as the successor state under the Treaty of Paris of
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1947, gained sovereignty over the Dodecanese without any
change in the maritime borders, as agreed between Italy and
Turkey.

Regarding the sea borders in Thrace (up to the point of a
distance of three nautical miles from the Evros Delta), they
emphasise that these were defined by the Treaty of Lausanne of
1923 and the Athens Protocol of 1926.

Finally, regarding the sea borders between the above two areas
(from Thrace to Dodecanese), where the territorial waters of
Greece and Turkey intersect, they pointed out that the sea
borders follow the middle line between the Greek islands and
islets and the opposite Turkish coasts.

The same diplomatic sources noted that Greece’s external
borders, including its territorial waters, are at the same
time the external borders of the European Union.

The recently released State Department report states that
Greece claims an airspace that extends up to 10 nautical miles
and a territorial sea of up to 6 nautical miles, but that
“under international law, a country’s airspace coincides with
its territorial sea.”

“The US thus recognizes an airspace up to 6 nautical miles
consistent with territorial sea. Greece and the US do not
share a view on the extent of Greece'’s airspace,” the report
said.

The State Department report adds that although Athens
currently claims up to a 6-nautical-mile territorial sea in
the Aegean, “Greece and 1its neighbors have not agreed on
boundary delimitation in those areas where their lawful
maritime entitlements overlap.”

“Lack of such delimitation means there is no clarity on the
extent of Greece’s territorial sea and corresponding airspace
in these areas rendering any assessment of total violations
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not feasible,” the report said.

The State Department report said Washington encourages Greece
and Turkey “to resolve outstanding bilateral maritime boundary
issues peacefully and in accordance with international law.”



