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H mpoebpia Mndivtev mpoopépel «véEeg evkalpiec» va EekAe1dwoe
TO QUO1KO aéplo otnv AvatoAlkA Meocdyero.

ABAva, EAAGDBa : «0 kOopog otnv petd Covid emoxn Ba €EakoAovOet
va xpeldletat Quolkd agplo amd tnv AvatoAilkA Mecdyeio Kol o
véog mpdedpog twv HMA {owg va €xel Ta KATAAANAQ diramiotevtApla
WoteE va mpoomnepdoel TA HIMAWMATIKE €umodia» €vag PetepdvoC NG
MEPLPEPELAKAC EVEPYELAKAC oKnNv¢ dAAwce o€ ouvédplo otnv ABNAva
tTnv Tetdptn.

0 Povvti Mmapovvti, Alrevbivwv XV0uBouvAog¢ tn¢ Energy and
Environment Holding, plia aveEdptntng oVUPOVAEVTIKAC €Talpeioag
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ue €6pa 1o Katdp O6NAwce tnv mpwtn pEpa Tov ocvvedpiov Athens
Energy Dialogues, 6Tl 0 Mnmaivtev €Xel TMOAAEC 1KavOTNTEG TMOL O«
UTIOPOUVOOV VO TOL EMITPEYOUV va AVCEl TOv YOpdilo deoud.

«0 Mnmoivtev oto MapeABOYV €xel embei€er afrompdoekTn Katavonon
o€ BEuata moL agopovv TNV AvatoAilkf Mecdyeio , KaBWG esmiong oe
Ml TPOOMTlKN mov dilvel €upacn 6€ VOUIKEG KOl O1MAWMATIKEG
AVog1G» Tévioe 0 K. Mmoapouvtl otnv diradiktuvaklh TomoBETnorn TOV.

EminAéov, vmnoypauulce, o€ €va KO1vd ToOL amoTteAovvtav amd
EKTIPOOWTNOUC TNG KuLuB&pvnong, TOU EVEPYELAKOD KOl TOVL
EMUYXELPNUATIKOD TOMEX, O vEoG mpdedpog €xel NOn dHlratunwoelr TNV
armo@acloTikOTNTA va enavoBefaiwoel oplopéva amnd tTa Baoikd
npovoéulta tTng OvdociyvkTov otn ©61eBvhil oknvl. e avtd
neplAauBdvetatl o nmapadoolakdg otabepomoinTikKOC TNG POAOGC OTN
Meocdyelo kKabwg emionc¢ kot n vmepdomnion tov NATO , péAN TOUL
onmoiov n EAAGda kal n Touvpkio Kol evy) Ta TEAevTaia TEooEpPQ
xpévia n dirakvBEpvnon tov NTdAavT Tpoum LMOVOUELCE TN CUUMOY la
ME KABe eukailpla.

Npdopateg avakaAdyeic off shore metpeAaiov kKot @uoilkovL aegpiov
EPEPAV T1GC OvOlXTEC emt dekaetieg €AANVOTOUPKIKEG EVTACELG
M&A1 6TO TMPOOKAV1IO, ME TNV Aykvpa va yivetal meplocdTEPO
QMOPAG1OT 1K OTOULG 106XVPLOMOUC TNC €Ml TWV OaAocoiwv Cwvwv
10taitepa o€ auTEC TMOL €XEl avTimapddeon HME TNV EAAGDA KOl
tTnv Kompo.

0 K. Mmapovvtt o0 omoiog emt Ypoévia €XEl TMPWTAYWVIOTACEL 0TN
ovvepyaola emnl Twv Oepdtwv evéEpyelag, , Eypaye mpdopata Eva
BiBA{0o ylia TOUGC OLUPLBACHOVC TOVL AMALTOUVTIAL HMETAED TWV
AVTOYWV1OT1KWOY 10XYVPLOMWY OTNv TEPLOXN WG €vac Tpomoc va
obnyAoel otnv AamoKAlpdKwon TNG €vtaong METAED TWV XWPWV TNG
AvatoAlkAG Mecoyeiov. Zvykekpipéva oto BiBA{o tov pe tTiTAO
«A10QOpEC €Ml TWV BOAdCO1wWY OeudTwv otnv AvatoAilkAd Meodyeilo: 0
TPOMOC va TAUE umpooTd» e€Eetdlel T €pyaAeia Kal ol €vkalpieg
nov amoppéouvv amd tTn XVYBaon yra to AiKalo TNG OAANGCOAC TWV
Hvwpévwy EBvv ( UNCLOS)



H oOpBaon, €ime oto akpoatnplo, TOPEXEL OAa T epyaAeia Kot
T1¢ dlradikaotikéG Pdoel¢ yia TNV €1pnvikf emntAvon Twv
AVTLHAXOUEVWY 1OXVPLOMRV.

H evepyomoinon tou MmalvTeEvV O€ HMlQ TM10 OVPBATIKA EEWTEPLKN
MOA1T1KA Ttwv HMA onuaivel véeg evkalpieg yia tnv EAAGda, TNV
Tovpkia Kal GAAEC XWPEG TNG mMeploxAC va oxedidoouv €va mio
OUVVEPYAO1UO Kal TaPoywylkd pEAAOvV, mpdobece o K. Mmapolvtl.

Ta kEPON o€ avtl tnv mpoomdbeira mepilAauBdvovv O6xtv pévo 1N
nelwon twv €vtdoewv Kat tn d1€VKOALYVON TWV TMWANCEWV EVEPYELQC
aflag Oroekatoppvpiwy BoAapiwv aAAd Oa amoteAécoel £€va
ONUAVT1KO mopdyovta otn UHeTafiBaocn TNG MEPLOXNG OE €va PEAAOV
HE YounAdTtepeC ekmouneéc di1oEe1dbiov Tou dvBpaka.

Me meplocodtepa amd 40 ypbévia suneipiag otn PBrouynyavia TNG
EVEPYELOC, O K. Mmapovvti €yel PBonbAcel otn OHiaudpowon
MOALT1KWV KOl EMEVOLTIKWY EMIAOYWY yla €talpeieg, KuvPBepvnoetrg,
eNMevOLTEC Kal Hi1eBveic opyaviopov¢ 6nw¢ o OHE katl n Evpwmnotikn
Evwon. H teAevtaia, O6nwc €EAynoe otouvg dnuooiloypdpovg METAE TNV
ogiA{a Tov, mailel €va onNUOVIIKO pOAO OTO va KpaATd T1G
EVTACELG XOUNAL.
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BIDEN PRESIDENCY OFFERS ‘NEW
OPPORTUNITIES’ TO UNLOCK EAST
MED GAS

Athens February
Energy 17 & 18

d Dialogues | 202

ATHENS, Greece: The post-COVID world will still need natural
gas from the Eastern Mediterranean, and America’s new
president may have just the right credentials to overcome
diplomatic obstacles, a veteran of the regional energy scene
told a conference in Athens on

Wednesday.
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Roudi Baroudi, CEO of Energy and Environment Holding, an
independent consultancy based in Qatar, told the first day of
the Athens Energy Dialogues that Biden had several qualities
that might enable him to break up the logjam.

“Biden in the past has demonstrated considerable understanding
of issues affecting the Eastern Med, as well as a perspective
that emphasizes legal and diplomatic solutions,” Baroudi said
in remarks delivered by video link. In addition, he told an
audience including key energy, finance, and government
figures, the new president “has already articulated a
determination to reassert some of Washington’s Kkey
prerogatives on the international stage. These include its
traditional stabilizing role in the Mediterranean, as well as
its championing of NATO, which happens to include both Greece
and Turkey, after four years of Donald Trump undermining the
alliance at every opportunity.”

Recent discoveries of offshore oil and gas have brought long-
simmering Greco-Turkish tensions back to the front burner,
with Ankara becoming much more assertive about its maritime
claims, especially where these overlap with those of Greece
and Cyprus.

Baroudi, who for years has championed cooperation in energy as
a way of defusing tensions among several East Med countries,
has recently written a book about how to settle competing
claims in the region. Specifically, ‘Maritime Disputes in the
Eastern Mediterranean:

The Way Forward’ examines the tools and templates laid down in
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

UNCLOS, he told the audience, “provides all the tools and
procedural bases for the peaceful resolution” of rival claims.
“Biden’s resurrection of a more conventional US foreign policy
means new opportunities for Greece, Turkey, and other
countries in the region

to chart out a more cooperative and more productive future,”
Baroudi added. “The prizes in this endeavor include not just a



reduction of tensions and the facilitation of billions of
dollars worth of energy sales and savings, but also a crucial
component of the region’s transition

to a lower-carbon future.”
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With more than 40 years of experience in the energy industry,
Baroudi has helped shape policy and investment choices for
companies, governments, 1investors, and supranational
organizations like the UN and the European Union. The latter,
he explained to reporters after his

talk, also has a “key part in keeping the tensions down”.
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Le droit de la mer offre une
solution pacifique au litige
gréco-turc

La Grece et la Turquie se livrent a nouveau a un jeu dangereux
sur 1’'ile grecque de Kastellorizo, située a deux kilometres
des coOtes turques. Si les deux pays sont depuis longtemps en
désaccord sur 1'ile, le différend actuel concerne 1’envoi dans
cette zone, a plusieurs reprises depuis aolt dernier, d’un
navire d'exploration d’'hydrocarbures turc, 1’0Oruc Reis.
Cependant, la récurrence de ces tensions découle en fin de
compte de 1'absence de traité sur les frontieéres maritimes
entre les deux pays.Ce manque de clarté a contribué a des
frictions pendant des décennies, et pas seulement sur 1'ile de
Kastellorizo. En fait, les deux pays revendiquent des zones
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économiques exclusives (ZEE) qui se chevauchent de maniere
significative, rendant impossible tout projet qui viserait a
exploiter pleinement les ressources sous-marines de la zone.
Par conséquent, a moins que les deux pays ne soient pleinement
préparés a résoudre leurs différends de maniere pacifique, des
crises comme celle que nous connaissons actuellement
continueront de se produire, augmentant a chaque fois les
risques de conflit ouvert.

Montée des tensions

Les enjeux ont cri significativement ces derniéres années,
principalement en raison de la découverte d’'importants
gisements d’hydrocarbures en plusieurs endroits de la
Méditerranée orientale. Certains observateurs avertissent que
les relations entre les deux pays sont a leur plus bas niveau
depuis 1974, lorsque les forces turques ont envahi Chypre a la
suite d’un coup d’'Etat des Chypriotes grecs visant & unir
1’ile a la junte militaire alors en place a Athénes.

Au lieu d’engager un dialogue productif entre elles, Athenes
et Ankara ont toutes deux mené des efforts diplomatiques
paralleles visant a étayer leurs revendications maritimes
respectives. Les Turcs ont signé un protocole d’'accord sur les
ZEE avec la Libye (17 novembre 2019), tandis que les Grecs ont
signé un accord sur les ZEE avec 1’Egypte (6 ao(it 2020). Aucun
de ces accords n’a cependant été ratifié, ce qui signifie
qu’ils ne sont pas encore en vigueur. Méme si une ratification
a lieu, il reste a voir si ces accords seront déposés aupres
de la Division des Nations unies pour les affaires maritimes
et du droit de la mer (Doalos), a laquelle les Etats codtiers
confient généralement leurs traités frontaliers pour une plus
large diffusion. Par conséquent, si ces documents bilatéraux
peuvent étre utilisés pour réglementer les interactions entre
leurs signataires respectifs, il reste a voir si et comment
ils peuvent étre conciliés avec les délimitations revendiquées
par leurs autres voisins.



Pour toutes ces raisons, la nécessité de mettre fin a ces
coups de poker périodiques devient chaque jour plus urgente.
Comme pour souligner les dangers qui en découlent, le 12 aolt,
un des navires de guerre turcs qui escortaient 1’0Orug¢ Reis a
été impliqué dans une collision mineure avec une frégate
grecque envoyée pour suivre le relevé.

Droit et technique

Cependant, en dépit de 1’'inimitié de longue date entre la
Grece et la Turquie, le droit offre aujourd’hui des moyens
simples de résoudre leur différend. La Convention des Nations
unies sur le droit de la mer (CNUDM) établit un ensemble
complet de regles pour la résolution juste et équitable de ces
différends, et au fil du temps, ces regles sont devenues
partie intégrante du droit international. Cela signifie que
méme les pays qui ne sont pas signataires de la CNUDM peuvent
invoquer (et invoquent déja) les principes de la convention
dans toutes sortes d’interactions, notamment 1lors des
procédures devant les tribunaux internationaux, les processus
d’'arbitrage et la diplomatie bilatérale et multilatérale. De
plus, les récents progres technologiques ont révolutionné la
précision avec laquelle les zones litigieuses — sur terre ou
en mer — peuvent étre définies et délimitées.

Ensemble, le droit et la technique ont donc éliminé une grande
partie des spéculations qui pouvaient exister — et donc une
grande partie des risques — lors des négociations pour 1la
résolution des différends maritimes. C’est cette approche que
la Grece et la Turquie doivent adopter pour promouvoir leurs
intéréts respectifs tout en respectant 1’obligation qui est la
leur, en tant qu’Etats membres des Nations unies, de régler
les différends de maniere pacifique. Leurs divergences sont
réelles et certains détails sont complexes, mais les principes
de la CNUDM constituent une solution éprouvée, a tel point
qu’ils ont joué un ro6le central dans chacune des deux
dernieres douzaines de résolutions de différends maritimes par
arbitrage, verdict d’un tribunal ou traité international.



Ces tensions ne disparaitront pas, ni ne pourront étre
résolues, sans diplomatie et sans dialogue. Le statu quo est
tres instable, et aucune des parties ne peut imposer sa
volonté a 1'autre, du moins pas sans subir des pertes humaines
et matérielles inacceptables.

I1 est tres probable qu’une demande de dialogue et de
diplomatie trouve une oreille réceptive du c6té de leurs
partenaires internationaux. Les Etats-Unis et 1'Union
européenne ont en effet tous deux intérét a éviter une plus
grande instabilité en Méditerranée orientale, et les Nations
unies ont investi beaucoup de temps et d’efforts dans
plusieurs tentatives pour trouver une solution au volet
chypriote du conflit gréco-turc.

Outre 1'évolution de la technologie et celle des précédents
juridiques qui permettent une solution basée sur 1la CNUDM,
sans parler des avantages économiques que les deux pays
pourraient tirer de 1la liberté d’'exploiter librement leurs
ressources, il y a une autre raison d’'étre optimiste quant a
la réussite d’une poussée en faveur de la paix a 1'heure
actuelle.

L’heure ne devrait pas étre aux discours enflammés et aux
postures agressives. Les mécanismes pour une solution
équitable sont a portée de main. La Grece et la Turquie
doivent s’engager dans un processus pacifique et défendre
leurs positions jusqu’a ce qu’'elles parviennent a un accord,
et leurs alliés doivent les aider a le faire.

Lebanon sets starting point
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for sea border negotiations
with Israel

BEIRUT (Reuters) — President Michel Aoun on Thursday specified
Lebanon’s starting point for demarcating its sea border with
Israel under U.S.-mediated talks, in the first public
confirmation of a stance sources say increases the size of the
disputed area.

Israel and Lebanon launched the negotiations last month with
delegations from the long-time foes convening at a U.N. base
to try to agree on the border that has held up hydrocarbon
exploration in the potentially gas-rich area.

A presidency statement said Aoun instructed the Lebanese team
that the demarcation line should start from the land point of
Ras Naqoura as defined under a 1923 agreement and extend
seaward in a trajectory that a security source said extends
the disputed area to some 2,300 square km (888 sq miles) from
around 860 sq km.
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Israel’s energy minister, overseeing the talks with Lebanon,
said Lebanon had now changed its position seven times and was
contradicting its own assertions.

“Whoever wants prosperity in our region and seeks to safely
develop natural resources must adhere to the principle of
stability and settle the dispute along the lines that were
submitted by Israel and Lebanon at the United Nations,” Yuval
Steinitz said.

Any deviation, Steinitz said, would lead to a “dead end”.

Last month sources said the two sides presented contrasting
maps for proposed borders. They said the Lebanese proposal
extended farther south than the border Lebanon had years
before presented to the United Nations and that of the Israeli
team pushed the boundary farther north than Israel’s original
position.

The talks, the culmination of three years of diplomacy by
Washington, are due to resume in December.

Israel pumps gas from huge offshore fields but Lebanon, which
has yet to find commercial gas reserves in its own waters, 1is
desperate for cash from foreign donors as it faces the worst
economic crisis since its 1975-1990 civil war.

Additional reporting by Ari Rabinovitch in Jerusalem; Writing
by Ghaida Ghantous; Editing by Janet Lawrence

Athens responds to US State
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Department’s claim that Greek
alr space 1s only 6 nautical
miles

Regarding the report by the US State Department, which was
forwarded to the US Congress on March 18 and in the framework
of the provisions of the “Eastern Mediterranean Security and
Energy Partnership Act,” diplomatic sources pointed out that
the borders of Greece'’s territorial waters, as well as the
maritime borders between Greece and Turkey, have been clearly
defined for years on the basis of international law and are
not in any dispute.

In particular, they stated in response to the State Department
that regarding the Southeastern Aegean and the Eastern
Mediterranean, the maritime borders have been defined by the
Italy-Turkey Agreement signed in Ankara on 4 January 1932, as
well as the minutes which was signed in Ankara on December 28,
1932,

Greece, as the successor state under the Treaty of Paris of
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1947, gained sovereignty over the Dodecanese without any
change in the maritime borders, as agreed between Italy and
Turkey.

Regarding the sea borders in Thrace (up to the point of a
distance of three nautical miles from the Evros Delta), they
emphasise that these were defined by the Treaty of Lausanne of
1923 and the Athens Protocol of 1926.

Finally, regarding the sea borders between the above two areas
(from Thrace to Dodecanese), where the territorial waters of
Greece and Turkey intersect, they pointed out that the sea
borders follow the middle line between the Greek islands and
islets and the opposite Turkish coasts.

The same diplomatic sources noted that Greece’s external
borders, including its territorial waters, are at the same
time the external borders of the European Union.

The recently released State Department report states that
Greece claims an airspace that extends up to 10 nautical miles
and a territorial sea of up to 6 nautical miles, but that
“under international law, a country’s airspace coincides with
its territorial sea.”

“The US thus recognizes an airspace up to 6 nautical miles
consistent with territorial sea. Greece and the US do not
share a view on the extent of Greece'’s airspace,” the report
said.

The State Department report adds that although Athens
currently claims up to a 6-nautical-mile territorial sea in
the Aegean, “Greece and 1its neighbors have not agreed on
boundary delimitation in those areas where their lawful
maritime entitlements overlap.”

“Lack of such delimitation means there is no clarity on the
extent of Greece’s territorial sea and corresponding airspace
in these areas rendering any assessment of total violations
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not feasible,” the report said.

The State Department report said Washington encourages Greece
and Turkey “to resolve outstanding bilateral maritime boundary
issues peacefully and in accordance with international law.”

Maritime Disputes 1in the
Eastern Mediterranean: The
Way Forward by Dr. Roudi
Baroudi

Now available in English at Brookings Institution Press.
Coming soon in Arabic, French, and Greek.
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Using satellite imagery, international law, and geodesic
research, Roudi Baroudi walks readers through a road map for
peaceful and responsible resolution of maritime boundary
disputes in the Eastern Mediterranean. The volume draws upon
the United Nations and its associated treaties, courts, and
other institutions that have developed bodies of law and
procedures to facilitate negotiation. Dr. Baroudi points to
rapid advances of science and technology as the means to take
the guesswork out of boundary delineation, making this route
more reliable and user-friendly than ever before.

“An expert commentary and seminal work."”

— Ambassador John B. Craig, Senior Fellow, Transatlantic
Leadership Network; former Special Assistant to President
George W. Bush for Combatting Terrorism, and former United
States Ambassador to Oman

“Baroudi makes a powerful case for compromise so that the
states of the region can move beyond their costly disputes and
reap the rewards of cooperation. Dr. Baroudi’s approach has
much to teach us and will hopefully contribute to peaceful
progress, 1if only the opposing sides will listen.”

— Andrew Novo, Associate Professor of Strategic Studies at the
National Defense University

“..The countries of the region, as well as the United States
and the European Union, should embrace Baroudi’s approach to
reduce frictions and realize the benefits of this energy
bounty.”

— Douglas Hengel, Professional Lecturer in the Energy,
Resources and Environment Program Johns Hopkins University,
SAIS and Senior Fellow at the German Marshall Fund

Order a copy


https://transatlantic.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bd1df7136136b9c283693fdd&id=09f46a009a&e=29dd0af0b4

Mediterranean crisis calls
for ‘civilized solution’,

energy expert tells EU-Arab
gathering
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‘Do we want the benefits of our own rightful shares more than
we want to deny the same benefits to our neighbors?’

ATHENS, Greece: The latest legal and technological tools can
resolve rival claims in the Mediterranean without anyone

firing a shot, a veteran of the region’s energy industry told
a conference in Athens on Monday.

“We have both the legal mechanisms and the high-precision
mapping technologies to draw up fair and equitable boundaries

at sea,” Roudi Baroudi said in a speech to the 5 European
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Union Arab World Summit. “That means that countries in the
Mediterranean region can settle their differences amicably,
setting aside the costly and ultimately self-defeating ways of
war.”

Appearing via Zoom from Doha, Qatar, Baroudi said the region
had a long history of spawning great civilizations, but that
each of these had squandered their good fortune by make war on
their neighbors.

Thanks to huge deposits of natural gas having been found
beneath the Mediterranean, he noted, “the region faces another
crossroads”, largely because “the vast majority of maritime
boundaries in the Mediterranean remain unresolved.” With
neighboring states laying claim to the same undersea real
estate, Baroudi said the resulting “patchwork of claims and
counter-claims” only served to hamper all parties by
jeopardizing their respective offshore oil and gas activities.

With more than four decades in the business — including
significant experience in both the public and private sectors
— Baroudi has become a leading proponent of the East Med’s
emergence as a major energy producer. Having long argued that
safe and responsible exploitation of the resource in question
would allow regional countries to make historic gains, both at
home and abroad, his most recent interventions have focused on
how to draw fair and equitable boundaries at sea. In fact, his
book “Maritime Disputes in the Eastern Mediterranean: The Way
Forward” 1is widely regarded as the most authoritative guide to
the current situation.

Currently serving as CEO of Energy and Environment Holding, an
independent consultancy based in Doha, Baroudi said all
parties need to be honest with themselves by answering single
question: “do we want the benefits of our own rightful shares
more than we want to deny the same benefits to our neighbors?”

Those that want to focus on getting their share, he argued,



need to put their faith in the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea.

Roudi Baroudi 1is CEO of Energy and Environment Holding, an
independent consultancy based in Doha.

He also is the author of “Maritime Disputes in the Eastern
Mediterranean: the Way Forward”, published earlier this year
by the Transatlantic Leadership Network and distributed by the
Brookings Institution Press.

5th EU- Arab World Summit -
Maritime Borders 1in the
Mediterranean: the Cradle of
Civilization Deserves a
Civilized Solution
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