Israel-Iran war needs to stop
before we all get burned

The long-feared war between Israel and Iran is now fully under
way, and the repercussions threaten to include significant
disruptions — not just for the two belligerents, but also for
economies, peoples, and governments around the world.
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To understand how and why an armed conflict between two
regional powers could have such a widespread impact, start by
considering the following:

1. Iran’'s reserves of crude oil and natural gas are,
respectively, the second- and third-largest in the world;

2. While Israel has posited Iran’s alleged nuclear activities
as its reason for going to war, its strikes have also focused
on Iran’s oil and gas infrastructure;

3. At the time of this writing, five of Iran’s nine major oil
refineries had been hit and knocked out of service, along with
storage depots and other facilities;

4. Israeli forces also started a huge fire at the South Pars
gas field, which Iran shares with Qatar — and which holds
almost as much gas as all of the other known gas fields on
Earth.

5. For good measure, Iranian strikes against the Israeli
refinery complex at Haifa have led to the shutdown of several
offshore platforms, further crimping regional hydrocarbon
output;

Now consider that it gets worse. The destruction or shutdown
of Iran’s ability to extract, process, distribute, and export
hydrocarbons would cause tremendous problems at home, and put
upward pressure on prices everywhere, although the global
impact would likely be manageable. The situation would be far
more disruptive if Israeli attacks hit Bandar Abbas area. That
could cause prices for gas — and other forms of energy — to
soar on world markets.

And yet even this is not the greatest peril threatened by this
war. That desultory honour goes to the possibility that
traffic could be disrupted in the Strait of Hormuz, the
relatively narrow channel that connects the Gulf to the open
ocean. The passage 1is only 40 kilometres at its narrowest



spot, wending for over 150 kilometres between Oman and the
United Arab Emirates, to the west and south, and Iran’s
Hormozgan Province to the east and north. Hormozgan is also
home to the famous port city of Bandar Abbas, which hosts a
giant oil and petrochemical complex that has already been
struck at least once by Israeli forces.

What really matters for our purposes is that Hormuz also
connects several other of the world’s most prolific oil and
LNG producers — including Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, and Saudi
Arabia — to their overseas clients. As a result, every day,
about a quarter of the world’s crude oil and LNG requirements
exit the Gulf through Hormuz, making it the most strategically
important chokepoint of our times. If this flow were halted or
even significantly slowed, the consequences could be
disastrous for much of the world. Although most of these
exports are typically bound for markets in Asia, even a brief
reduction in available oil and gas could send crude prices,
currently a little more than $70 a barrel, shooting past $100
or even $120 in short order.

If such a supply crisis lasted any length of time, the global
economy would enter uncharted territory. Not only would sky-
high energy prices cause inflation to rise across the board,
but fuel shortages could also be expected to cripple
businesses of every size and sort. Transport and
manufacturing, food processing and medical research, power
generation, household heating and cooling, even the Internet
itself: everything that depends on energy could slow to a
trickle. A global recession would almost certainly ensue, and
given the current trade environment, that might lead to
another Great Depression.

So what might cause such an interruption? There are several
possibilities, including the accidental sinking or crippling
of a supertanker or two in just the right (i.e., wrong)
place(s). Even if one or more accidents did not make Hormuz
physically impassable, they could make insurance rates



prohibitively expensive, causing many would-be off-loaders to
decide against hazarding their ships amid the crossfire.
Alternatively, Iran could decide to close the strait in order
to punish the “international community” in general, for not
doing enough to rein in the Israelis.

Whatever the rationale, the potential for global economic ruin
— not to mention the ecological and public health risks posed
by leaks of o0il, nuclear materials, and/or other toxins into
the environment — is simply not a risk that most intelligent
people want to run. It therefore behooves those with the power
to change the situation to do everything they can to end the
conflict before its costs become more than a fragile world
economy can bear.

Another is how to get Iran to behave itself, and that, too,
shapes up as a difficult task. The Islamic Republic has spent
most of the past half-century seeking to undermine US and
Israeli influence over the region, and its substantial
investments in proxy militias abroad and its own military at
home may be skewing high-level decision-making. As the saying
goes, when all you have is hammer, everything starts to look
like a nail.

Despite these obstacles, it remains a fact that war is almost
never preferable to negotiation. Iran and Israel agree on very
little, their objectives are often in direct opposition to one
another, and each views the other as a murderous and
illegitimate state. Nonetheless, whether they realise it or
not, both sides have a vested interest in ending the current
conflict. Given the massive disparities in their respective
strengths and weaknesses, this conflict could turn into a
long-term bloodletting in which the value of anything achieved
will be far outstripped by the cost in blood and treasure.

But who will get the two sides to so much as consider
diplomacy when both of them are increasingly committed to
confrontation? Although several world leaders have offered to



act as mediators, the belligerents don’t trust very many of
the same people. To my mind, this opens a door for Qatar,
which has worked assiduously to maintain relations with all
parties — and which already has a highly impressive record as
a peacemaker — to step up in some capacity.

Whether it provides a venue for direct talks, a diplomatic
backchannel for exchanging messages, or some other method,
Doha has proved before that it can be a stable platform and a
powerful advocate for peaceful negotiations. Let us hope it
can do so again.

» Roudi Baroudi is a four-decade veteran of the oil and
gas industry who currently serves as CEO of Energy and
Environment Holding, an independent consultancy based in
Doha.
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ZOUK MOSBEH, 23-04-2025: Energy expert Roudi Baroudi signed
copies of his latest book during a launch event at Notre Dame
University — Louaize on Wednesday.

The book, “Settling Maritime Boundaries in the Eastern
Mediterranean: Who Will Be Next?”, is part of Baroudi’s years-
long effort to promote regional energy cooperation. In it, the
author makes the case that if East Med countries are serious
about exploiting their offshore hydrocarbons, they need to
settle their maritime borders in order to attract the major
energy companies whose technical and financial muscle are
virtual prerequisites for undersea oil and gas activities.



Co-hosted by the Office of NDU Publications (which published
the book) and the university’s Office of Research and Graduate
Studies, the signing event took place at NDU’s Pierre Abou
Khater Auditorium. All proceeds from sales of the book will go
toward Student Financial Aid at NDU.

Inspired by the landmark US-brokered October 2022 agreement
that saw Lebanon settle most of its maritime boundary with old
foe Israel, the new tome stresses the need to define other
East Med borders as well, including those between Lebanon and
Cyprus, Lebanon and Syria, Syria and Cyprus, Cyprus and
Turkey, and Turkey and Greece.

Publication was delayed by the outbreak of the Gaza war in
October 2023, but the author says that conflict — which also
led to massive destruction and loss of life in Lebanon — only
underlines the need for regional players to find a new modus
vivendi.
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“We can’t keep doing the same things over and over again, and
then expecting a different outcome,” Baroudi said during the
NDU event. “For the first time in many years, all of Lebanon’s
branches of government — Parliament, Cabinet, and Presidency —
are fully functional. We have to start thinking of ways to
reduce the scope for friction, to open the way for foreign
investment, and hopefully start producing offshore gas.”

“Almost all of Lebanon’s energy needs are met by imported
hydrocarbons; imagine if we discover enough gas to provide
24/7 electricity to all Lebanese,” he added. “And what if we
had enough to start exporting it, too? Lebanon’s coast is less
than 100 kilometers from Cypriot waters: this means that once
the island and its partners have built a pipeline and/or a
liquified natural gas plant, Lebanese gas could flow straight
into the entire European Union, one of the world’s largest
energy markets. The possibilities are endless. And now imagine
all of the countries of the region having similar prospects —
just because they finally got around to figuring out where
their national waters begin and end.”

In addition to the manifold benefits of energy security and
lucrative export revenues to fund domestic investment 1in
things like education, healthcare, fighting poverty, and
transport, Baroudi said the exercise of negotiating sea
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borders could help build trust and good will.

“There isn’t enough of those commodities in the East Med
region, and often for good reason,” he explained. “But we have
to start somewhere, and maritime boundaries are a great place
to do that because they open the way for investment and
various forms of cooperation, direct or indirect, including
fisheries monitoring and regulation, marine protected areas,
tourism, weather forecasting, search and rescue, etc.”

With more than 47 years of experience, Baroudi has worked in
multiple fields, from electricity, oil and gas, and
petrochemicals to pipelines, renewables, and carbon pricing
mechanisms. He also has led policy and program development
with, among others, the World Bank, the US Agency for
International Development, the International Monetary Fund,
and the European Commission. The author of several books -
including “Climate and Energy in the Mediterranean: What the
Blue Economy Means for a Greener Future” (2022) — as well as
numerous studies and countless articles, his expertise has
made him a highly sought-after speaker at regional energy and
economic conferences. Currently serving as CEO of Energy and
Environment Holding, an independent consultancy based in Doha,
he is also a Senior Fellow of the Transatlantic Leadership
Network, a Washington think-tank. In 2023, he received the
TLN’s Leadership Award in recognition of his efforts to
promote peace.

ENERGY EXPERT’S NEW MARITIME
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WAVE OF EAST MED BORDER
DIPLOMACY
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Recent weeks have been multiple contacts among several
countries including — Cyprus, Greece, Lebanon, and Syria -
aimed at increasing cooperation among East Mediterranean




countries.

This flurry of diplomatic activity provides the perfect
backdrop as Notre-Dame University — Louaize is pleased to
announce that it will host a book launch and signing on April
23rd, welcoming international energy expert Roudi Baroudi as
he releases his latest work, “Settling Maritime Boundaries in
the Eastern Mediterranean: Who Will Be Next? ”

The book outlines the need for countries in the region to
resolve their maritime boundaries, the energy and other
economic opportunities that doing so could open up, and the
legal, scientific, and technical means of ensuring that
delimitation is fair and equitable. The volume even carries
exclusive, high-precision maps indicating with unprecedented
accuracy where the negotiated or adjudicated sea borders of
several East Med countries would be, as per United Nations
rules.
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The book emphasizes that settling these unresolved boundaries
— including those between Lebanon and Cyprus, Lebanon and
Syria, Greece and Turkey, Turkey and Syria, Syria and Cyprus,
and Turkey and Cyprus — is a necessary first step for those
seeking to develop offshore energy resources. The advent of
energy security and possible lucrative exports could have a
profound effect on several states, allowing them to make
historic investments in schools, hospitals, and transport
infrastructure, all while creating well-paying jobs and
reducing poverty and inequality. Baroudi also highlights a
series of cross-border benefits, including reducing potential
irritants between neighbors, building trust, and opening up
new avenues for cooperation.

As a 47-year veteran of the energy industry, Baroudi has a
wealth of experience to share, and does so frequently as an
author and speaker, promoting energy as a catalyst for
dialogue and peace wherever and whenever he can. He will be on
hand for the launch at NDU’s Pierre Abou Khater Auditorium
beginning at 12:00 noon, answering questions and signing
copies of the book for anyone who purchases one.

All sale proceeds will go toward Student Financial Aid at NDU.
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Ensuring Europe’s supply of
critical minerals
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The European Union’s plan to achieve net-zero emissions by
2050 has an Achilles’ heel: the EU relies on external sources
— particularly Chinese companies — for 70-90% of the massive
amount of critical raw materials needed to manufacture wind
turbines, solar cells, batteries, and other green
technologies. This dependency poses a serious risk: China's
recent ban on exports of gallium, germanium, antimony, and
other dual-use materials to the US suggests that it could take
similar action against Europe, especially in light of EU
tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles.

The new European Commission has rightly put critical raw
materials at the top of its agenda. Fortunately, it will not
be starting from scratch. Last year, the EU adopted the
Critical Raw Materials Act, which calls for the bloc to
extract 10%, process 40%, and recycle 25% of what it consumes
annually by 2030, and limits the share of any external
supplier to 65%. To meet the CRMA’'s targets, the Commission
must focus on co-ordinating funding, engaging in resource
diplomacy with Africa, and establishing secondary material
partnerships.



Mining is a capital-intensive industry, and overseas upstream
activities require public support in terms of both equity and
debt. The CRMA anticipates mobilising finance from various
sources, including the EU’s Global Gateway initiative and the
European Investment Bank. Some member states have also
established their own national funds. Germany launched a €1bn
($1.04bn) raw-materials fund, while Italy introduced a €1lbn
“Made in Italy” fund for critical minerals, and France
dedicated €500mn under its 2030 investment plan to enhance
domestic industry’s resilience to disruptions of the metal
supply chain.

But while several public-finance streams are available, the
funding landscape is scattered and not well aligned, creating
confusion. Moreover, there are no explicit rules governing how
the Critical Raw Materials Board, which was established to
support the CRMA’s implementation, designates projects as
“strategic” and thus eligible to receive EU funds. The
European Commission can address these issues by streamlining
existing funding lines, which would ensure that national and
EU finance work in tandem to achieve the best results and
scale, and by establishing timelines for decision-making,
which would provide clarity for corporate investment 1in
upstream, midstream, and downstream assets.

The CRMA must also establish partnerships with resource-rich
countries that deliver quick and tangible results. Bolstering
ties with African countries, which hold some 30% of the
world’s mineral resources, will be especially important. But,
compared to other regions, investment in mineral exploration
on the continent remains low, and China funds most of it. The
EU’s resource diplomacy should focus on lowering investment
barriers while helping African partners move into higher-
value-added activities, such as downstream processing, and
invest in industrial upgrading.

AfricaMaVal, an EU-funded project promoting sustainable
partnerships and responsible mining on the continent, should



become a vehicle for linking European and African firms and
addressing extraction needs. Building on comprehensive
assessments of mining prospects across Africa, and taking into
account the STEM (science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics) skills of local workforces, AfricaMaVal can
identify new business opportunities along the value chain.
This could evolve into a joint investment platform for the
sustainable production of critical raw materials. The European
Commission would thus be doing what it does best: catalysing
private investment toward its policy goals, which, in this
case, is building the infrastructure and clean-energy systems
required for future mining projects.

Lastly, the Commission should address the CRMA’s major blind
spot: the lack of domestic feedstock to meet its recycling
targets. Global competition for secondary materials is already
stiff, as evidenced by businesses’ increasing efforts to
secure enough steel scrap. Recycling input rates — the share
of total demand — are just 3% for light rare-earth elements
and zero for battery-grade lithium.

Establishing secondary-materials partnerships with emerging
economies, which have rapidly growing markets for cell phones,
laptops, and other appliances, would boost the EU’s supply of
recycled critical raw materials, particularly rare-earth
elements. The focus should be on optimising the recycling
value chain by providing financing and capacity-building
assistance for waste-sorting and collection systems in partner
countries, <creating mutually beneficial economic and
environmental outcomes.

The EU is facing an uphill battle to source and produce the
critical raw materials that will define its future. And while
the CRMA hardly represents an easy fix for the bloc’s import
dependency, it can strengthen supply-chain resilience,
contribute to EU sovereignty, and bolster Europe’s economic
security — in other words, boost the bloc’s industrial
competitiveness against a worsening geopolitical backdrop. But



to realise the CRMA’s full potential, the Commission must make
it fit for purpose. — Project Syndicate

= Riya Perincek, a policy fellow at the Willy Brandt
School of Public Policy at the University of Erfurt, 1is
an adjunct senior fellow at the Global Centre for
Mineral Security. Andreas Goldthau is Director of the
Willy Brandt School of Public Policy at the University
of Erfurt.



