LEBTALKS INTERVIEW:
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY EXPERT
ROUDI BAROUDI APPLAUDS
‘HISTORIC' LEBANON-CYPRUS
DEAL, DISMISSES ‘BASELESS’
CRITICISMS FROM NEIGHBORS

Following criticism of the Lebanon-Cyprus Maritime Boundary
Agreement (MBA) by the governments of Israel and Turkiye,
LebTalks spoke with energy and policy expert Roudi Baroudi,
who has authored several books and studies on sea borders in
the Eastern Mediterranean. Baroudi praised the pact as “full
of positives” for the interests of both parties and stressed
the words of Lebanese President Joseph Aoun, who pledged after
signing the MBA that “this agreement targets no one and
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excludes no one.”

LebTalks: How significant is the signing of the maritime
boundary agreement between Lebanon and Cyprus?

RB: The official signing of the Lebanon-Cyprus deal is a major
achievement, one that confers important advantages on both
parties. This process was delayed for a very long time for no
good reason, so President Joseph Aoun and the government
deserve congratulations for having seized the initiative, and
for having seen the job through to completion. So do Cypriot
President Nikos Christodoulides and his team, because they did
the same thing. What made this historic agreement possible -
after an impasse lasting almost two decades — was that Lebanon
finally had a president who both understood the need for an
MBA and made achieving it a top priority.

LebTalks: What does Lebanon gain by signing this deal?

RB: The agreement, which was reached by the negotiating teams
in September, provides several benefits for both countries in
the short, medium, and long terms.

The new equidistance line between the two states, defined
according to the rules and guidelines of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), provides a fair and
largely uniform boundary between the two brotherly countries’
maritime zones. Most of the new turning points used to draw
the line have moved in Lebanon’s favor compared to the earlier
negotiation in 2011, giving it an extra 10,200 meters on its
western front while Cyprus received 2,760 meters.

Crucially, the MBA wipes away all overlapping claims caused by
previous uncertainty over the precise location of the border.
Accordingly, this eliminates 108 km2 of (map
attached) Lebanese offshore blocks that were actually 1in
Cypriot waters, as well as 14 km2 of Cypriot blocks which were
also on the wrong side of the line.



Apart from removing a key risk for would-be investors, the
agreement also contributes to stability and security by
providing clarity and thereby enabling easier cooperation, not
just bilateral, but also, potentially, involving other states
as well. It really is full of positives for both Lebanon and
Cyprus, and therefore for the region as a whole.

LebTalks: What should Lebanon do to follow up on this
agreement?

RB: To make the most of this clearer playing field, the
logical next step is for Lebanon and Cyprus to immediately
start drafting a joint development agreement, which would
allow them to have a smooth partnership in place for any
hydrocarbon reserves which are found to straddle their
maritime boundary.

Perhaps the most important feature of the Lebanon-Cyprus MBA
is that it provides a clear and stable starting point, putting
Lebanon in ideal position to finish defining its maritime
zones. The new line means that Lebanon’s existing maritime
boundary arrangements with Israel, signed in 2022, should be
tweaked a little, but it also makes it easier to do that — and
to negotiate a similar agreement in the north with Syria when
that country’s new leadership is ready to do so.



LebTalks: What about the objections voiced by Irael and
Turkiye?

RB: With all due respect, these claims and complaints are
completely baseless. As President Aoun has stressed from the
very day it was signed, this accord targets no one, excludes
no one, challenges no one else’s borders, and undermines no
one else’s interests. I know there has been some negative
commentary from both Israel and Turkiye, but there really is
nothing here for anyone to be upset about. The line agreed to
by Lebanon and Cyprus, which Turkiye has claimed is ‘unfair’
to residents of the self-styled ‘Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus’, is literally several kilometers away from any waters
claimed by the TRNC. Beirut and Nicosia were very careful to
make sure of this.

As for the Israelis, the only material change relating to the
Lebanon-Cyprus line is that it pushes the Israel-Cyprus line
in Cyprus’ favor. But that’s not Lebanon’s fault. Or Cyprus’
or anyone else’'s. It’'’s just a fact of new mapping
technologies, which today are far more precise and more
accurate than those used when the Israel-Cyprus line was drawn



in their 2011 treaty.

On that subject, I would also note for all stakeholders in the
East Med that while Lebanon and Cyprus are the region’s only
full-fledged members of UNCLOS, all states are subject to its
rules and precedents, which have become part of Customary
International Law. Since the Lebanon-Cyprus deal adheres
strictly to those rules and the science behind them, the
criticisms haven’t got a legal leg to stand on. This 1is
especially true with regard to Israel, whose own treaty with
Cyprus was negotiated on the basis of the very same laws,
rules, and science.

I have to assume that a lot of this is posturing, that both
Israel and Turkiye will settle down once they’ve had more time
to analyze the deal and see that, far from damaging them in
any way, it could help all concerned by contributing to
regional stability and economic growth. And again, I would go
back to Aoun’s words on signing day, when he declared that
“this agreement should be a foundation for wider regional
cooperation, replacing the language of violence, war, and
ambitions of domination with stability and prosperity.”

iyl bgazadl parwys dylasl
w9 go


https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a7%d8%aa%d9%81%d8%a7%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d8%b1%d8%b3%d9%8a%d9%85-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d8%af%d9%88%d8%af-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a8%d8%ad%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%85%d8%b9-%d9%82%d8%a8%d8%b1%d8%b5/
https://euromenaenergy.com/%d8%a7%d8%aa%d9%81%d8%a7%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d8%b1%d8%b3%d9%8a%d9%85-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d8%af%d9%88%d8%af-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a8%d8%ad%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%85%d8%b9-%d9%82%d8%a8%d8%b1%d8%b5/

Iy

S glid gl bos guy
Sl prujilly adgds (e
Sl 3y plg yo 6 20

ds jaudl axgan (jo cubbluuo

||
s29)L 29

https://euromenaenergy.com/wp-con
tent/uploads/2025/11/WhatsApp-
Video-2025-11-05-
at-21.02.16 2f318946.mp4

Baroudi congratulates
Lebanese government on
boundary deal with Cyprus
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The decision of the Council of Ministers to approve Lebanon’s
maritime boundary agreement (MBA) with Cyprus 1is a genuine
tour de force, a feather in the cap for President Joseph Aoun
and his government.

This step caps a process that was unnecessarily delayed for
almost two decades, but that only makes this achievement more
gratifying.

Having settled maritime boundaries is crucial right now
because of the opportunities it opens up. The agreement makes
Lebanon much more attractive to the major international
partners it needs to develop its nascent offshore oil and gas
sector. If and when that sector reaches even a small fraction
of its potential, the benefits should flow to virtually every
corner of the Lebanese economy, so everyone in the country
should really celebrate this.

As if to punctuate the moment, the Council of Ministers also
awarded the rights to a key offshore area, Block 8, to a
reputable international consortium consisting of France’s
TotalEnergies, Italy’s ENI, and Qatar’s QatarEnergy.

Together, these moves help to pave the road toward a future in



which Lebanon becomes an energy producer and exporter, adding
unprecedented momentum to an economy that desperately needs
it.

These are both major milestones, and the government — along
with President Joseph Aoun, whose own leadership on the border
deal was crucial to initiating the negotiations — deserves
plenty of credit.

The important part now is the follow-up. The government still
needs to implement a long list of reforms, invest in capacity
building, and retain competent personnel and managers to
steward and safeguard the country’s offshore resources. It
also will need to do its homework on how best to nurture that
offshore business.

There is so much to be done — but so much to be claimed by
doing it! Getting the MBL with Cyprus finalized was at the top
of the list, and resolving Block 8 was not far down, so the
government deserves congratulations for both.

And since I mentioned nurturing, I also take this opportunity
to propose that the Lebanese government immediately invite its
Cypriot counterpart to negotiate another crucial deal: a joint
development agreement, or JDA, which would govern the sharing
of any oil and/or gas resources which straddle their border at
sea. Setting up a JDA now would not only prevent possible
delays in the future — it also would make both countries’
offshore energy sectors even more attractive to investors.
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tnv AOZ pe Tov AiBavo. 01
EMAPEC MOV KAVEL O TMPOEdpOC
NG Kimpov

01 tetapéveg oxéoelc IopanA-A1Bdvov kKatl ot paydaiec eEeAigerc
otn Méon AvatoAn €xouv kKivntomolfoel tn Agvkwola yla €MAQEC
vynAov eminédov yla tnv emikvpwon tnG AOZ pe to A{Bavo. Etot
o Tmpoedpog tNnG KOmpov Nikog XpiotodovAidng ovvavtnOnke uE
TOV EUMELIPOYVRUOVA TEPLPEPELAKAC TOALTLKAG PolvTtl Mmpaovvtt,

HaKPOXpPOV10C LMOOTNPLKTIAC TOL O1aAdyov, TNG dimAwpatiog Kat
NG €1pNV1IKAGC avdmTtuvEng, WG TPOC T1C acQaAéotepeC diradbpouég
MPOC MEYAAVTEPN oTaABEPOTNTA Yl OAGKANPNn TNV Evpw-MecoyeilakA
neploxf kKat dtvmo HrapecoAaBntA TtTwv dV0 YWPWv. MAAiloTta €XEl
YPAYEl Kal oXeTtikda BipAia, O6mnwg tnv «opilotikomoinon OaAdcoiwv
2uvopwv otnv AvatoAilkh Meodyeilo: Moilog Oa Elval o Emoupevog;»
Kal «Eva KAeid1, MoAAanAd EmnabAa: Opirotikomoinon OaAdcoilwv
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Tuvopwv avapeoa otnv Kompo, to Ai{Bavo kat tn Zuvplox».

0 K. XpiotodouvAidng kat o opdAoydc tov amd to AiBavo, o0 mMpWNV
Fevikog TC6lep Aouvv, ovuewvnoav tov IoVA10 va dilampayuateELTOUV
KXl VO OPlOT1KOMO1GOUY Hla Yypauul 6aAdcciwv ouvvopwv . Kot ot
600 YWpeg avapévovy 06Tl Ba amokopicovv TOAAA 0@QEAN amd pla
TETOlH ovpgwvia, Kol n Katoxvpwon €da@ikwv ocuvvlépwv otn OdAacoa
fa KOTOOTAGEL EVLKOAOTEPN TNV TMPOCEAKLON EEvwy EMEVOLTWY Y1l
TNV avdmTUEN TWY EVEPYELOKWY TINYWV TOULC.

«H enitevE€n ovpgwviac Ba avoifel dAec tig mMOpPTEC yia TNV KOmpo
kKat to A{Bavo», ONAwoce o K. Mmapovvtli peTd amd tn ouvvdvinon.
«01 Tdoeirg mnyaivouv otn owoth KatELOULYON, KAl OX1 MOVO O€
oxéon pe to A{Bavo. 0 mpdedpoc TnC Kimpov £xel @lAddoEa oxEdra
EEWTEPLKAC MOALTIKAC, 1draitepa oXETIKA pE TG HpaocTnPldOTNTEC
™n¢ KOmpov Ttoug mpwtouvg £&1 PMAveEC Tov 2026, O6Tav Ba £xEl TNV
npoedpia tov ocvuPBouvAiov tn¢ EvpwnaikAg Evwong».

«EkpeTaAAevTNKa emiong tnv €vkaipia va €vxnbw oto mpdedpo 1ING
Konpov KaAR emituyio 6€ avTA TNV QMOCTOAAR», TMPOOOEcE, «E101KA
Kabwe ovaugEvetal va eotidoel oOxt pévo otnv evioyxvon NG
oLvoXAC TNG Evpwmng, aAAd kol otnv e€vioyxyvon TOoL pPOAOUL TNG
KOmpov wg yépupa HeETAED ELPWTNG KA1 YELTOVIKWYV YWPWV.»

Npdypati, n Asvkwoia €xel €va @1LA000&0 mpdypauua yla Tnv
npoedpia NG Kl ocvvepydletal otevd pe tn Aavia, mov aokel TNV
npoedpia avtd To €&€dunvo , kat TNV MoAwvia, mov Ba Hradbeybel
tnv Kompo. H Agyduevn«tpimnAfl mpoedpia» Bondd otn diaocpdAion
ovvéxelag amd tn pia mpoedpia otnv €mopevn.

0 K. Mmnopovlvtl €xel ypdyel apketd B1BAla KAl PEAETEC OXETLKA
ME TO TWC Ta vrndpyovta €pyaAeia tov OHE pmopovv va Bonérijcovv
T1G MAPAKTIEC XWPEC v OLHPWVAcOUY dilkala Kol 100Tlpa BaAdcola
o0vopa, VO MELWOOUVY T1C EVIACELC KAl va QAMOKOU{oOLY ONUAVTIKA
O1KOVOU1KE KOl KOlvwviKd o@eAn. Exel eniong ypdyel Kal MIAACEL
dnuoocia yia didgopec svkalplec meprpepelakng ovvepyaociag, amod
dlaovvdedepéva evepyelakd d1KTLA KOl VLTMEPAKTIN ALOAIKA TAPKQA
MEXPL KOVl Blaxeipilon BAAACO1WY TPOOCTATEVOUEVWY TIEQPLOXWV.



To 2023, amoveuAdnke otov K. Mmoapovvtti To0 Bpofeio Hyeolag améd
To Transatlantic Leadership Network, é€&va think-tank tng
Ovdo1VYyKTOV, Yla TN «TMOAVT1UN GULUPOAR TOL 6TNV 01kKodOUNON plag
E1PNV1IKAG Kol gunuepovoac AvatoAilkng Mecoyeiov».

Ye bekddbec dpbpa, UeEAETEC, €ppavicelc ota MECH EVNUEPWONC KOl
ogitAieg, ylra mopdderypa, o PBetepdvo¢ TNG KAADoOLu €£xeEr
TEKUNPLWOEL TNV EMIYELPNUATLKA Bdon yla TO vnolwwTlkd KPATOG va
yivel kévtpo ene€epyaciag Kot dlavoung @uolkoL agpiov yla TOLG
YE1TOVEG TOU. AuTd Ba mepreAdupfave tnv Kimpo va dnuiovpynoet

Evav unébaAdocolo aywyd @uolkoU aepiov TMPOGC TNV EVPWNALKA
gevboywpa, €va €pyootdcolo vypomoinuévouv @uoilkov aepiov (LNG)
Mov 6a NTAV TO MHEYAAVTEPO £PYO TOL E£XEL TMOTE n XWpa, H Kol
UMEPAKT1A MAWTA OLOTAMATA AMOBAKELONG KAl vypomoinong yia tnv
eEUTINPETNON AMOUAKPULOMEVWY XWwpwv dia BaAdoong.

«DAec autéc o1 PEAETEC KOl Ol TMOPAYOVTIEC TOL avédel&av
MOpaPEVOUVY eMikalpol ofuepa», dAAwoe o K. Mmapovvti. «H KOmpog
6lrabétel TNV €yyvTNTA, T1C TLMEG YNG KOl T1G OXECELC ME TOUG
yeE1{Tovég T™NC yia va yivel o0 ovveTalploTAC OAWY OT1C £EAYWYEC
EVEPYELNG, QAAA Kal va AgelTtoupynoel wg BegpéAlog A1Bog yla pia
Mo otabepn KAl €unuepovoa MEPLOXA.»

Amid Maritime Boundary Talks
in the Region, Cypriot
President Recelves
International Energy Expert,
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Roudi Baroudi, on UN
Demarcation Tools

NICOSIA - 29, September 2025: Cypriot President Nikos
Christodoulides met today with the international energy policy
expert, Roudi Baroudi, who presented copies of his two latest
books, “Settling Maritime Boundaries 1in the Eastern
Mediterranean: Who Will Be Next?” and “One Key, Multiple
Prizes: Settling Maritime Boundaries Among Cyprus, Lebanon,
and Syria”.

Baroudi, a long-time advocate of dialogue, diplomacy, and
peaceful development as the surest routes to greater stability
for the entire Euro-Med region, said he felt “honored to have
been received by the President.”

Christodoulides and his Lebanese counterpart, former General
Joseph Aoun, agreed in July to have their respective teams
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negotiate and finalize a maritime boundary line (MBL). Both
countries expect to derive numerous benefits from such a pact,
and having treatied borders at sea will make it easier to
attract the foreign investors required to develop their
respective offshore oil and gas resources.

Reaching a deal “will open up all sorts of doors for Cyprus
and Lebanon,” Baroudi said after the meeting. “The trends are
going in the right direction, and not just vis-a-vis Lebanon.
The President has ambitious foreign-policy plans, particularly
with regard to Cyprus’ activities for the first six months of
2026, when 1t will hold the rotating presidency of the
European Union.”

“I also took the opportunity to wish His Excellency every good
fortune on that mission,” he added, “especially since it 1is
expected to focus not only on shoring up Europe’s cohesion,
but also on beefing up Cyprus’ role as a bridge between Europe
and its neighbors.”

Indeed, Nicosia does have an ambitious agenda for its time in
the presidency, and is working closely with Denmark, the
current holder, and Poland, which will follow Cyprus’' term.
The so-called “trio presidency” helps to ensure continuity
from one presidency to the next.

Baroudi has published several books and studies on how
existing United Nations tools can help coastal states to agree
fair and equitable maritime boundaries, reduce tensions, and
reap significant economic and social rewards in the bargain.
He also has written and spoken publicly about a variety of
opportunities for regional cooperation, from interconnected
power grids and offshore wind farms to joint management of
marine protected areas. In 2023, he was awarded the
Transatlantic Leadership Award by the Transatlantic Leadership
Network, a Washington think-tank, for what it described as
“his valuable contribution in building a peaceful and
prosperous Eastern Mediterranean.”



In addition to these works, ever since 2011, when the full
potential of the East Med’s offshore hydrocarbon deposits
began to emerge, Baroudi’s advocacy role has seen him provide
thought leadership for a variety of projects and proposals
that would transform Cyprus into a regional energy hub. In
dozens of articles, studies, media appearances, and speaking
engagements, for example, the industry veteran has made the
business case for the island nation to become a gas processing
and distribution center for its neighbors. This would include
Cyprus hosting one end of an undersea gas pipeline to the
European mainland, a liquified natural gas (LNG) plant that
would be the country’s largest-ever project, and/or offshore
floating storage and gasification units(s) to serve more
distant customers by ship.

“All of these studies and the factors they highlighted are
still relevant today,” Baroudi said. “Cyprus has the
proximity, the land prices, and the relationships with its
neighbors to make it everyone’s partner for energy exports,
but also to serve as the bedrock for a stabler and more
prosperous region.”

‘The madness has to end’:
Long-time promoter of
dialogue says ‘decent
nations'’ must ‘finally’
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punish Israel for
‘indefensible outrage’ 1in
Doha

Israel’s strike on a residential building In Doha on Tuesday
was a “cowardly, treacherous act of war” that “cries out” for
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stronger efforts to end the war, a prominent Lebanese
expatriate said in a statement after explosions rocked the
Qatari capital.

“This 1is an indefensible outrage, an unprovoked attack on a
country that has done nothing but try to reduce tensions and
help the region regain some semblance of stability,” said
Roudi Baroudi, a high-profile executive, author, and energy
expert who has spent years advocating for dialogue, diplomacy,
and peaceful development across the Mena region.

“This country and its government have done everything possible
to help end Israel’s continuing wars, mediating ceasefire
talks since the beginning of the conflict in Gaza, also
helping to end the brief but exceedingly dangerous clash
between Israel and Iran, and using its good offices to reduce
tensions on several other fronts as well. Qatar’s leaders and
diplomats have worked tirelessly, arranging several possible
off-ramps that would not only have helped to spare the
Palestinian and other peoples, but also to give Israel a way
out of the corner its prime minister has painted it into. The
Israelis should be thanking Qatar for having played such a
diplomatic constructive and selfless role,” he added.

“Instead, today, the Netanyahu government has carried out a
cowardly, treacherous attack that cries out for the
international community to finally step in and apply all the
pressure at its disposal. History will not look kindly on a
government that clearly seeks to prolong the war — and the
suffering of the Palestinians and others — for no other reason
than to keep itself in power . Those who fail to stand for the
defenseless civilians who continue to die under Israeli
bombardment and blockade will not escape the same historical



judgment.”

“The madness has to end, and for that to happen, all states
with any influence over Israel have to use it,” Baroudi
stated. “It must be made unequivocally clear that no state can
conduct itself in this manner without inviting a swift and
painful response from the decent nations of this Earth: stop
arming it, stop protecting it, stop funding it, stop trading
with it — stop everything unless and until it starts behaving
itself.” We need peace for all.
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Qatar deserves global thanks


https://euromenaenergy.com/qatar-deserves-global-thanks-and-a-whole-lot-more/

— and a whole lot more

Most of the world is watching and waiting, hoping and/or
praying that a hastily arranged ceasefire between Israel and
Iran will hold. If it does, there will be sighs of relief
virtually everywhere; if it does not, the State of Qatar
should still be considered for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Yes, you read that correctly: even if the ceasefire that it
helped to secure falls apart, Qatar should be considered for
what many regard as the most prestigious prize on Earth.


https://euromenaenergy.com/qatar-deserves-global-thanks-and-a-whole-lot-more/

I believe this because peace is more important than any other
cause on Earth, and pound-for-pound, no country does more than
Qatar to promote peace. Peace 1is more than a photo
opportunity, more than a process that often allows
belligerents to let their guns fall silent, more even than the
gratitude of those whose lives and livelihoods are spared. It
also serves other useful purposes, too, including as a
commodity that promotes stronger growth and better
socioeconomic development, and frees up resources for
investment 1in education, healthcare, and transport
infrastructure. Accordingly, achieving peace means more than
simply not being at war: it means having the chance to better
one’s own situation by leaps and bounds. By extension, anyone
who provides such a chance to anyone else deserves deep
admiration.

By this measurement alone, Qatar’s case for a Nobel is rock-
solid — and has been for years, long before the world’s most
powerful county asked it to obtain Iranian consent to a
ceasefire. A quick glance at Qatar’s track record reveals a
foreign policy focused almost entirely on the peaceful



resolution of differences. Over the past quarter-century,
Qatari diplomacy has helped to resolve or mitigate multiple
crises, disputes, and conflicts in too many places to count,
including Afghanistan, Darfur, Gaza, Eritrea, Iraq, Lebanon,
Russia and Ukraine, Sudan and South Sudan, and Yemen. These
feats have included the winding down of one all-out civil war
and the prevention of another, the brokering of several
exchanges involving thousands of prisoners/hostages, the
securing of temporary cease-fires, the resolution of dangerous
constitutional deadlocks, and — most importantly - the
kindling of hope in the hearts of millions.

Not surprisingly, Qatar’s diplomatic corps 1is almost
constantly and relentlessly engaged in one form or another of
peacemaking. It does not always succeed, but its investments -—
both political and financial — in this mission pay dividends
in other ways, too. Repeated successes are their own reward,
but even “failure” both raises Qatar’s profile and reaffirms
its commitment to dialogue and peace. In addition, both the
leadership and the professional diplomats learn important
lessons from each and every engagement, making Qatari
intervention increasingly effective over time. Just as
importantly, this increasing effectiveness contributes to
Qatar’s growing reputation as an honest and capable broker,
and that perception gives it still more influence, leverage,
and flexibility going forward.

There are critics, of course. Many American officials, for
instance, have criticised Doha for maintaining friendly
relations with entities such as Hamas, the Taliban, and,
indeed, the Islamic Republic of Iran. But when Washington and
Paris wanted to end the presidential vacuum in Beirut, they
turned to Qatar and other brotherly nations, which then helped
to gain the acquiescence of Iran and Hezbollah. When
Washington wanted to negotiate the release of Israeli soldiers
and civilians held in Gaza, it was Qatar that made it happen.
When the first Trump administration wanted a negotiated exit



from Afghanistan, i1t was Doha that made the contacts and
hosted the talks. And when the current Trump administration
decided it was time for Israel and Iran to end hostilities, it
was the Qataris who delivered the Iranians — and this despite
the fact that Iran had just retaliated against US air strikes
by lobbing missiles at a US air base inside Qatar!

In effect, the peninsula is now a platform for peace
promotion, and not by accident. As impressive as they are,
even Qatar’'s obvious enthusiasm and evident aptitude for
dialogue and diplomacy cannot account for the unprecedentedly
large role it has come to play on the world stage.

Instead, today’s Qatar is the product of a bold strategy
rooted in both purpose and principle. Led by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, the country’s entire
leadership views respect for international law and the
maintenance of international peace and stability as
existential objectives for Qatar and its population.

The Amir inherited some of this strategy from his father, but
he has expansively built on it, adding both breadth of vision
and depth of commitment. Even — and perhaps especially — when
this approach has carried dire risks, His Highness the Amir
has refused to waver, and his steadfast pursuit of fraternal
relations among nation-states has continued. That resolve has
been noted by state and non-state actors alike, and some
former antagonists have even come to embrace and even emulate
much of the Qatari approach.

That's why Qatar deserves the Nobel Peace Prize. Not because
it helped end a war between Iran and Israel, but because no
other country is so singularly dedicated to peace. It’'s the
ideas behind its actions that make them special: that a
country should not only refrain from seeking out conflict,
should not only keenly avoid conflict unless necessary, but
should also actively seek to prevent, shorten, and/or mitigate
conflict among other countries as well.



What could be more noble — and therefore more Nobel-worthy —
than that?

 Roudi Baroudi 1is an energy and policy expert with more
than four decades of experience in both the private and
public sectors. The author of several books, he
currently serves as CEO of Energy and Environment
Holding, an independent consultancy based 1in Doha.

Roudli Baroudi Presents Latest
Work to Patriarch al-Rahi

Maronite Patriarch Cardinal Mar Bechara Boutros al-Rahi
received the international energy affairs expert, Roudi
Baroudi, who presented the Patriarch with a copy of his new
book, recently published by Notre Dame University-Louaize
(NDU). The book explores ways to resolve maritime
boundary delimitation disputes by peaceful means among the
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countries of the Mediterranean basin in general, and the East
Mediterranean region in particular, especially
between Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus. It 1is grounded in the
provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea, relevant international treaties, and the jurisprudence of
international courts.

Israel-Iran war needs to stop
before we all get burned
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The long-feared war between Israel and Iran is now fully under
way, and the repercussions threaten to include significant
disruptions — not just for the two belligerents, but also for
economies, peoples, and governments around the world.

To understand how and why an armed conflict between two
regional powers could have such a widespread impact, start by
considering the following:



1. Iran’s reserves of crude oil and natural gas are,
respectively, the second- and third-largest in the world;

2. While Israel has posited Iran’s alleged nuclear activities
as its reason for going to war, its strikes have also focused
on Iran’s oil and gas infrastructure;

3. At the time of this writing, five of Iran’s nine major oil
refineries had been hit and knocked out of service, along with
storage depots and other facilities;

4. Israeli forces also started a huge fire at the South Pars
gas field, which Iran shares with Qatar — and which holds
almost as much gas as all of the other known gas fields on
Earth.

5. For good measure, Iranian strikes against the Israeli
refinery complex at Haifa have led to the shutdown of several
offshore platforms, further crimping regional hydrocarbon
output;

Now consider that it gets worse. The destruction or shutdown
of Iran’s ability to extract, process, distribute, and export
hydrocarbons would cause tremendous problems at home, and put
upward pressure on prices everywhere, although the global
impact would likely be manageable. The situation would be far
more disruptive if Israeli attacks hit Bandar Abbas area. That
could cause prices for gas — and other forms of energy — to
soar on world markets.

And yet even this is not the greatest peril threatened by this
war. That desultory honour goes to the possibility that
traffic could be disrupted in the Strait of Hormuz, the
relatively narrow channel that connects the Gulf to the open
ocean. The passage 1is only 40 kilometres at its narrowest
spot, wending for over 150 kilometres between Oman and the
United Arab Emirates, to the west and south, and Iran’s
Hormozgan Province to the east and north. Hormozgan is also
home to the famous port city of Bandar Abbas, which hosts a



giant oil and petrochemical complex that has already been
struck at least once by Israeli forces.

What really matters for our purposes is that Hormuz also
connects several other of the world’s most prolific oil and
LNG producers — including Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, and Saudi
Arabia — to their overseas clients. As a result, every day,
about a quarter of the world’s crude oil and LNG requirements
exit the Gulf through Hormuz, making it the most strategically
important chokepoint of our times. If this flow were halted or
even significantly slowed, the consequences could be
disastrous for much of the world. Although most of these
exports are typically bound for markets in Asia, even a brief
reduction in available oil and gas could send crude prices,
currently a little more than $70 a barrel, shooting past $100
or even $120 in short order.

If such a supply crisis lasted any length of time, the global
economy would enter uncharted territory. Not only would sky-
high energy prices cause inflation to rise across the board,
but fuel shortages could also be expected to cripple
businesses of every size and sort. Transport and
manufacturing, food processing and medical research, power
generation, household heating and cooling, even the Internet
itself: everything that depends on energy could slow to a
trickle. A global recession would almost certainly ensue, and
given the current trade environment, that might lead to
another Great Depression.

So what might cause such an interruption? There are several
possibilities, including the accidental sinking or crippling
of a supertanker or two in just the right (i.e., wrong)
place(s). Even if one or more accidents did not make Hormuz
physically impassable, they could make insurance rates
prohibitively expensive, causing many would-be off-loaders to
decide against hazarding their ships amid the crossfire.
Alternatively, Iran could decide to close the strait in order
to punish the “international community” in general, for not



doing enough to rein in the Israelis.

Whatever the rationale, the potential for global economic ruin
— not to mention the ecological and public health risks posed
by leaks of o0il, nuclear materials, and/or other toxins into
the environment — is simply not a risk that most intelligent
people want to run. It therefore behooves those with the power
to change the situation to do everything they can to end the
conflict before its costs become more than a fragile world
economy can bear.

Another is how to get Iran to behave itself, and that, too,
shapes up as a difficult task. The Islamic Republic has spent
most of the past half-century seeking to undermine US and
Israeli influence over the region, and its substantial
investments in proxy militias abroad and its own military at
home may be skewing high-level decision-making. As the saying
goes, when all you have is hammer, everything starts to look
like a nail.

Despite these obstacles, it remains a fact that war is almost
never preferable to negotiation. Iran and Israel agree on very
little, their objectives are often in direct opposition to one
another, and each views the other as a murderous and
illegitimate state. Nonetheless, whether they realise it or
not, both sides have a vested interest in ending the current
conflict. Given the massive disparities in their respective
strengths and weaknesses, this conflict could turn into a
long-term bloodletting in which the value of anything achieved
will be far outstripped by the cost in blood and treasure.

But who will get the two sides to so much as consider
diplomacy when both of them are increasingly committed to
confrontation? Although several world leaders have offered to
act as mediators, the belligerents don’t trust very many of
the same people. To my mind, this opens a door for Qatar,
which has worked assiduously to maintain relations with all
parties — and which already has a highly impressive record as



a peacemaker — to step up in some capacity.

Whether it provides a venue for direct talks, a diplomatic
backchannel for exchanging messages, or some other method,
Doha has proved before that it can be a stable platform and a
powerful advocate for peaceful negotiations. Let us hope it
can do so again.

= Roudi Baroudi is a four-decade veteran of the oil and
gas industry who currently serves as CEO of Energy and

Environment Holding, an independent consultancy based in
Doha.



