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China energy leaders set for
shake-up amid sector revamp
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(MENAFN — Gulf Times) Top executives at China’s leading energy
companies are set for a power shake-up as the nation takes
steps to reorganise and revamp its leadership and energy
infrastructure.

The executive changes at the state-owned giants come as the
sector is under pressure to increase competition and boost
domestic output in the face of growing dependence on energy
imports.

The government this week opened its upstream sector to foreign
drillers and last month rolled out plans to spin off the
nation’s pipelines into a new firm to allow more companies
access to energy infrastructure.

Dai Houliang, chairman of refining giant Sinopec Group, is set
to be named the new chairman and party secretary of the
country’'s biggest oil firm, China National Petroleum Corp,
according to people familiar with the matter.

Wang Yilin, the current CNPC chairman, is set to step down and
retire, they added.

The top job in Sinopec Group, formally known as China
Petrochemical Corp, will be taken by Zhang Yuzhuo, former
chairman of coal colossus China Shenhua Energy Co, said the
people who asked not to be identified as the information is
private.



Li Fanrong, deputy director of China’s National Energy
Administration and former CEO of CNOOC Ltd, will be named as
general manager of CNPC, said the people.

Zhang Wei, current general manager at CNPC, will be appointed
chairman of the newly-established national oil and gas
pipeline company.

The decision by China’s central government 1is set to be
announced as early as this week. Nobody responded to emails or
calls sent to CNPC and Sinopec’s press offices.

State Grid Corp, China’'s largest operator of electric
networks, also named a new top executive, putting Mao Weiming
in place as chairman and party chief.

CNPC is the nation’s largest driller and natural gas importer,
and is the parent of PetroChina Co, while Sinopec Group is the
world’s largest oil refiner by capacity and parent of China
Petroleum & Chemical Corp.

The appointment of the new CNPC executives will be especially
positive for PetroChina, according to analysts at Sanford C
Bernstein & Co including Neil Beveridge in a note to clients.
Dai could help shape up the company’s struggling refining and
petrochemical division, while Li’'s stint at Cnooc proved him
‘one of the highest calibre CEOs within China’s oil and gas
industry over the past decade.

‘We view his appointment as a strong sign that significant
reform could take place within the PetroChina which 1is
undergoing major change with pipeline reform, Beveridge said.
Even as PetroChina and Sinopec have raised spending to boost
output heeding calls from President Xi Jinping to bolster the
nation’s energy security the country has become more dependent
on foreign supplies.

China’s dependence on overseas oil has grown from less than
50% in 2005 to nearly 75% by the end of last year as more than
two decades of super-charged growth have made it the world’s
biggest importer.

China also became the world’s biggest natural gas importer in
2018, overtaking Japan after a government push for cleaner
energy caused demand to surge.
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Coal’s Familiar Foes Set to
Pull Down Prices 1in Europe
This Year

European coal faces another depressing year as natural gas
floods the region and clean-energy policies reduce demand for
the dirtiest fossil fuel.

Coal use across seven European economies fell to historic lows
last year, pushing benchmark rates down by almost a third to
$62 a ton. The prospects for 2020 are looking equally bleak,
with analysts from S&P Global Platts and Capital Economics
predicting prices plunging to the $50 mark, the lowest in four
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years.

It's the latest indication that the economics for burning coal
have collapsed in little more than a year since the commodity
hit $100 a ton. Europe’s goal of zeroing out carbon emissions
by the middle of the century along with ever-cheaper wind and
solar power and falling gas prices all point to drastic
reductions for generators that burn coal.

“Although we saw coal generation pushed to minimum levels 1in
the second half of 2019, it should fall again year-on-year in
the first half of 2020 due to low gas and stable carbon
pricing,” said Joe Aldina, S&P Global Platts’ head of coal
analytics.

For most of last decade it was more profitable to burn coal
than gas 1in Germany, Europe’s biggest economy. That
relationship was turned on its head last year as imports of
liquefied natural gas and mild weather pushed down prices for
the cleaner fuel, encouraging utilities to switch away from
coal.

Dark spreads indicating the theoretical profit for burning
coal to make power in Germany have been falling further behind
spark spreads for using gas. The trend, according to Bloomberg
analytics, becomes especially acute later this year.

Gas Glut

Part of the reason is the abundance of natural gas. Ample
flows from pipelines along with near-record levels of LNG
shipments arriving in Europe have left storage sites brimming.

The gas glut may worsen after last month’s deal between Russia
and Ukraine to keep gas flowing to Europe. Construction of
another direct route to Europe, the Nord Stream 2 pipeline to
Germany, is expected to finish this year even though the U.S.
imposed sanctions on the project.



“The gas transit agreement between Russia and Ukraine and
soon-to-be completed Nord Stream 2 pipeline, allied with the
prospect of higher U.S. LNG exports means that the European
market will be awash with gas supplies in 2020,"” said
Franziska Palmas, assistant economist at Capital Economics.

While European year-ahead coal prices have slumped, the
penalty for using the fuel has increased as the cost of carbon
emission permits surged five-fold since 2017. At the same
time, benchmark month-ahead gas contracts have slumped to 42%
below the 10-year seasonal average.

“I don’t expect coal to fall below $50,” said Elchin Mammadov,
an analyst at Bloomberg Intelligence in London. “Which is why
I don’t think there will be gas-to-coal switching. If
anything, it’ll be the other way round given that gas will
likely stay cheap throughout the year.”

The pessimistic outlook for coal view is not unanimous. Perret
Associates expects a global surplus of the commodity to swing
into deficit by the end of this year as India and countries in
the Pacific Rim region make up for a drop in demand in Europe.

Parsley boss says shale
drillers will finally deliver
returns in 2020
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Enter text here This is the year when shale drillers are
finally going to deliver solid returns to investors that have
grown weary of the industry’s decade-long cash burn, the head
of explorer Parsley Energy Inc said. Why? Because for the
first time the producers behind the US shale boom are
collectively showing restraint in capital spending at a time
when crude prices are rising and struggling oil-service
providers are lowering their rates, Parsley chief executive
officer Matt Gallagher said in an interview. In the past,
explorers would instead have taken advantage of that to drill
at full throttle again. “It’s the proof-in-the-pudding year,”
Gallagher said. “We’ve been telling generalists in the
financial community that you’re going to get a payday for
investing in this great renaissance.” Whether investors will
be easily convinced is yet to be seen. After Wall Street
poured more than $200bn in a growth-focused, debt-driven shale
patch in past years, most drillers have yet to produce free
cash fl ow that would ensure healthy returns.



The S&P index of exploration and production companies fell 11%
last year, even as oil jumped 34% in New York. But Parsley
might have more reasons to be optimistic than others. The
Austin, Texas-based company on Thursday won shareholder
approval to acquire rival Jagged Peak Energy Inc for $1.8bn.
Its shares fell 1% to $18.27 at 10.34am in New York as an
easing of fears of disruption to Middle Eastern supplies
pushed West Texas Intermediate, the US bench- mark, toward its
biggest weekly loss since July. It’s a deal that Gallagher had
to hit the road and man the phones for in order to convince
investors of its potential. After an initial negative reaction
that sent the stock plunging 11% the day the deal was
announced, the shares have rebounded 20% since. That'’s about
double the gain for S&P’'s E&P index over the same span, at a
time when the market has mostly punished buyers.

Even as he works to integrate Jagged Peak into Parsley,
Gallagher re- iterated that the newly merged company is a good
takeover target. “It’d be very attractive to a lot of
companies,” Gallagher said, declining to name possible
suitors. “I don’t think that anything done in this deal would
negate that.” Gallagher, who took over as CEO from Parsley
founder and chairman Bryan Sheffield last year, expects a
continued throttling back of US oil growth, to an expansion of
about 500,000 barrels a day in 2020, with even slower growth
through 2025. That'’s roughly half the annual growth expected
by the US Energy Information Administration. American output
ended 2019 at a record level of nearly 13mn barrels a day,
more than any other nation and up from less than 12mn at the
start of last year, according to weekly EIA data. This will
finally be the year that investor skepticism 1is eased,
Gallagher predicts.



World on course to burn more
coal, threatening climate
goals

Coal consumption is set to rise in the coming years as growing
demand for electricity in developing countries outpaces a
shift to cleaner sources of electricity in industrialised
nations. While use of the most polluting fossil fuel had a
historic dip in 2019, the International Energy Agency
anticipates steady increases in the next five years. That
means the world will face a significant challenge in meeting
pledges to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that cause global
warming. “There are few signs of change,” the agency wrote in
its annual coal report released in Paris yesterday. “Despite
all the policy changes and announcements, our forecast is very
similar to those we have made over the past few years.” While
this year is on track for biggest decline ever for coal power,
that’s mostly due to high growth in hydroelectricity and
relatively low electricity demand in India and China, said
Carlos Fernandez Alvarez, senior energy analyst at the Paris-
based IEA. Despite the drop, global coal consumption is likely
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to rise over the coming years, driven by demand in India,
China and Southeast Asia. Power generation from coal rose
almost 2% in 2018 to reach an all-time high, remaining the
world’s largest source of electricity. The steady outlook for
coal comes in spite of waning demand in industrialised
nations. Europe has set a goal of zeroing out carbon pollution
by the middle of the century, which would mean drastic
reductions for coal. In the US, competition from natural gas
has cut into demand for coal, despite President Donald Trump’s
vows to revive the industry. The story is diff erent in Asia,
which will more than make up for reductions elsewhere. India,
with a population of more than 1.3bn, will see coal generation
increase by 4.6% a year through 2024 to help power its growing
economy. In Southeast Asia, coal demand will grow more than 5%
annually. China, which accounts for almost half the world’s
consumption, will also have modest growth with usage peaking
in 2022. “How we address this issue in Asia is critical for
the long-term success of any global eff orts to reduce
emissions,” Fatih Birol, the IEA’s executive director, wrote
in a foreword to the report. Any new coal plants added to meet
the growing power demand in these countries will likely be in
use for decades. Even as China’'s coal consumption slows and
then declines after 2022, emissions from the fuel would need
to rapidly decline in order to meet climate targets. Under
current policies, the world is set to warm almost 3 degrees
Celsius (5.4 degrees Fahrenheit) by the end of the century.
That'’'s double the rate scientists say is needed to constrain
the worst impacts of climate change. To prevent those
increases, it would be necessary to use technology that
captures and stores carbon as it’'s emitted from power plants,
the IEA said. While the technology is expensive and untested
at scale. But with coal here to stay, it may be the only
option to reduce emissions.
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Sweden'’s energy deal
collapses amid clash over
nuclear power
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* Capacity tax to be phased out over 2 years from 2017

* New reactors to be built to replace old ones (Adds Energy
Minister comment, background)

STOCKHOLM, June 10 (Reuters) — Sweden said on Friday it would
phase out some taxes on nuclear power and build new reactors
to replace aging plants and secure energy supplies for decades
to come.

Nuclear power providers in Sweden have said they would be
forced to shut the country’s loss-making nuclear reactors
unless a tax on nuclear capacity is abolished, risking a spike
in electricity prices and energy shortages for industry.

“The aim is .. to make sure we can always guarantee electricity
at competitive prices, in a stable and sustainable way, both
in the short and long term,” Energy Minister Ibrahim Baylan
told reporters.

The tax, which brought in about 4 billion Swedish crowns ($488
million) in 2015, will be phased out over two years starting
from 2017, but households will see their energy bills rise as
Baylan said the government would increase taxes on energy
users to make up for the nuclear tax. Heavy industry, however,



would be excluded from the tax rise.

In a broad deal agreed with the main opposition parties, the
government also said it would allow up to 10 new reactors to
be built as the country closes its old plants, built in the
1970s and 80s.

The tax on capacity — which was increased last year — has hurt
profitability at plants already under pressure from low market
prices and the need for expensive upgrades to meet tougher
safety standards since Japan’s Fukushima nuclear disaster.

Swedish state-owned utility Vattenfall and Germany’s E.ON have
said they will shut four of Sweden’s 10 nuclear reactors
earlier than previously planned. One of them was shut last
year.

In April, Vattenfall said all the remaining six reactors would
have to close by 2020 if the capacity tax was not abolished.

Nuclear plants produced around 34 percent of Sweden’s
electricity in 2015.

The deal to end the tax is a blow for the Green Party, which
wants nuclear power phased out as soon as possible and
instigated the increase in the tax last year. ($1 = 8.1964
Swedish crowns) (Reporting by Johan Sennero; Editing by Simon
Johnson and Susan Fenton)

Can Pakistan make transition
to electric vehicles soon?


https://euromenaenergy.com/can-pakistan-make-transition-to-electric-vehicles-soon/
https://euromenaenergy.com/can-pakistan-make-transition-to-electric-vehicles-soon/

KARACHI: When you think of electric vehicles, you think of
Elon Musk, a noiseless Tesla and luxury more than zero
emissions. But today the government wants to use the same
technology for the common man — to run bikes, rickshaws and
even buses, jeeps and trucks. Will this transition from fossil
fuel vehicles to electric vehicles in Pakistan happen anytime
soon?

Cities are witnessing the worst ever smog. This was followed
by a climate march with youth demanding climate justice.

Thus the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government could not have
chosen a better time than when the UN climate summit COP 25 is
taking place to make a strong case against tailpipe emissions
from urban transportation, a major contributor to air
pollution and climate change.

Little wonder then they quickly got the nod of approval by the
cabinet for the first national electric vehicle (EV) policy.

With 43 per cent of the airborne emissions in the country
coming from the transport sector, federal Minister for Climate
Change Malik Amin Aslam said that transitioning to EV provided
a “huge opportunity” for the country.

“These will have many advantages for Pakistan — it will reduce
pollution, will cut the cost of fuel by 70pc thereby [leading



to] huge saving for FFV (fossil fuel vehicle) owners, and will
cut the country’s import bill tremendously.”

There are three million private cars and 20m motorcycles and
motorised rickshaws plying the roads, according to the
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, as cited in the Economic Survey
2018-19, mainly due to the absence of a good public transport
system.

Riaz Haq, who has worked in various tech firms for 35 years in
the Silicon Valley and is an EV enthusiast, said that with 32m
households and 17.5m motorcycles registered in Pakistan, the
motorcycle ownership increased from 41lpc in 2015 to 53pc in
2018.

The new policy envisions using electricity to get 100,000
cars, 500,000 two- and three-wheelers, 1,000 buses and trucks
to ply the roads in the next five years. By 2030 it sees 30pc
of all new cars, big and small trucks, vans, and jeeps and
50pc of all two-, three- and four-wheelers to be electric
vehicles reducing tailpipe emissions by 65pc. By 2040, if all
goes well, 90pc of all vehicles on the roads will be EVs.

“The PM wants all new buses coming on the road to be electric
hybrid — run both on electricity and CNG (compressed natural
gas),” said the federal minister.

Most experts are lauding the policy as a step in the right
direction. “It is a forward-looking step needed to deal with
climate concerns from growing transport sector emissions with
rapidly rising vehicle ownership,” Mr Haq wrote in his blog.

Another proponent for EVs, Islamabad-based energy expert Vagar
Zakaria, said that “surplus power generation capacity,
building off-peak demand for better utilisation of generation
capacity which also brings down generation costs, poor urban
air quality, high levels of noise from traffic and safer cars”
are some of the reasons to make the move.



The automobile industry remains sceptical though. “I would
love to see EV launched in Pakistan, but it means developing a
huge set-up anew,” said Juzer Amreliwala, the chief executive
officer of a Honda partner in Karachi.

“On the face of it, it looks great. But establishing proper
after-sales set-up requires both capital and human investment.
Although most dealerships have come quite far in technology
development, much training is still needed,” he added.

Aware of the infrastructure that will be needed for EVs, the
minister for climate change sees it as an opportunity with a
whole new service industry and numerous livelihood options
opening up. “Pakistan 1is thirsting for new business
opportunities and markets. If we build our capacity
technologically, Pakistan can become a hub for exporting EVs —
especially two- and three-wheelers,” Mr Aslam said.

However, a potential problem with the policy is the plethora
of government supervisors — nine ministries, the Higher
Education Commission, the State Bank of Pakistan and various
authorities in energy sectors. “This industry transcends so
many domains that all these stakeholders had to be included,”
explained Mr Aslam. “Interaction and cooperation between
stakeholders are the mark of good governance.”

Vagar Zakaria warns of the “vested interests” who may not like
the transition. “Those that sell low quality fuel and cheat on
quantity sold will not like it, the refiners will not like it,
the car traders will not like it as the EVs will last longer,
the industry as it presently will not like it, the FBR may say
the government will lose taxes on imported fuel which are huge
at the moment and a significant source of revenue for the
government. But as a consumer I will be delighted.. if they
only let me import EVs and E-bikes at reasonable cost.”



EU bank takes ‘quantum leap’
to end fossil-fuel financing

By Ewa Krukowska, Bloomberg
The European Investment Bank adopted an unprecedented strategy
to end funding for fossil fuel energy projects, in a move

expected to support Europe’s plans to become the first
climate-neutral continent.

The board of the Luxembourg-based lending arm of the European
Union decided at a meeting on Thursday to approve a new energy
policy that includes increased support for clean-energy
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projects. The bank will not consider new financing of unabated
fossil fuels, including natural gas, from the end of 2021.

With more than half a trillion dollars in outstanding loans,
the EIB is the biggest multilateral financial institution in
the world. Given the EIB’s market impact and influence over
the lending strategies of investors, its decision could end up
depriving polluting projects from other sources of financing
as well.

The lender’s move to prioritize energy efficiency and
renewable-energy projects will reinforce the Green Deal being
pushed by Ursula von der Leyen, the incoming president of the
European Commission. She wants the institution to become a
climate bank and help unlock 1 trillion euros ($1.1 trillion)
to shift the economy toward cleaner forms of energy.

“Climate 1s the top 1issue on the political agenda of our
time,” EIB President Werner Hoyer said in a statement, calling
the decision to transition away from financing fossil fuels a
“quantum leap in its ambition.”

The EIB decision 1is part of a broader push across the EU’s
most powerful institutions that’s catapulted the bloc to the
forefront of global efforts to fight climate change. New
European Central Bank President Christine Lagarde has pledged
to make climate change more of a focus for the institution,
which 1is considering adding climate-related risks to its
stress-test scenarios, in what could potentially make exposure
to high-carbon footprint projects a liability for the balance
sheets of financial firms in the continent.

The 28-nation EU wants to step up its climate ambition in sync
with the landmark 2015 Paris agreement to fight global
warming, after the U.S. turned its back on the accord. With EU
leaders considering committing to climate neutrality by 2050,
Europe is a step ahead of other major emitters, including
China, India and Japan, which haven’t so far translated their



voluntary Paris pledges into equally ambitious binding
national measures.

“For the EIB to stop funding fossil fuel projects is a game-
changer that begins to deliver the EU’s vision for climate
leadership as laid out in the Green Deal,” said Eliot
Whittington, director of the European Corporate Leaders Group.
“We need this to act as an unequivocal signal into the
financial system to encourage other multilateral lenders to
follow suit.”

Von der Leyen, who is due to assume her new job as head of the
EU’s executive arm in the coming weeks, also wants the bloc to
raise its current target of cutting emissions by at least 40
percent by 2030 from 1990 levels. That may involve a reduction
in pollution in the order of 50% or even 55% to counter the
more frequent heat waves, storms and floods tied to global
warming. Fossil fuels such as coal, oil and natural gas are
leading contributors to climate change.

The EIB deal resolved a two-month deadlock where Germany and
some central European nations sought to soften the proposed
rules and make certain natural-gas projects eligible for
financing. The strategy adopted on Thursday allows for
continued support for projects already in the works that are
vital for Europe’s energy security as long as they are
appraised and approved by the end of 2021.

“Hats off to the European Investment Bank and those countries
who fought hard to help it set a global benchmark today,” said
Sebastien Godinot, economist at the environmental lobby WWF
Europe. “All public and private banks must now follow suit and
end funding of coal, oil and gas to safeguard investments and
tackle the climate crisis.”

New Standards

The EIB new policy includes a new Emissions Performance



Standard of 250 grams of carbon dioxide per kilowatt-hour,
replacing the current 550 grams standard. That means that in
order to qualify for financing, new power-generation projects
have to be mitigated by various technologies that
significantly improve their emissions performance, EIB Vice
President Andrew McDowell said in a conference call.

The EIB, which last year invested more than 16 billion euros
in climate-action projects, is preparing to play a larger role
in spurring low-carbon technologies.

“This is not a last step, there are many more steps to come,”
McDowell said. “But this is probably one of the most difficult
parts of this journey that we’re having to take.”

Shale 0il Pioneers Say the
Boom Times Are Over
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The days of relentless production growth from U.S. shale oil
fields are ending, potentially aiding OPEC’s years-long effort
to drain a worldwide supply glut, according to industry
pioneers Scott Sheffield and Mark Papa.

Investor calls for shale producers to shut down rigs and stop
burning through cash are being heeded, Sheffield, Pioneer
Natural Resources Co.'’'s chief executive officer, said on
Tuesday. Across the American shale industry, output growth
will slow next year, providing a boost for crude prices
through the early 2020s, he said.

“I don't think OPEC has to worry that much more about U.S.
shale growth long term,” Sheffield said during a conference
call with analysts. He’'s “definitely becoming more optimistic
that we’re probably at the bottom end of the cycle regarding
oil prices.”

Talk of a shale slowdown reached a fever pitch this year as



investors crushed drillers’ stocks and demanded spending
discipline. As if on cue, Occidental Petroleum Corp., Apache
Corp., Cimarex Energy Co. and Pioneer are all signaling plans
to trim budgets. Explorers’ capital spending in 2020 will be
17% lower than this year, according to Cowen & Co., citing
guidance from 14 third-quarter earnings reports.

Mark Papa, who built Enron Corp. castoff EOG Resources
Inc. into one of the world’s biggest independent oil explorers
and now runs Centennial Resource Development Inc., has
been sounding the alarm on shale growth since at least
February. In reiterating that warning on Tuesday, he said the
slowdown will be more dramatic than he predicted as recently
as nine weeks ago.

Beyond 2020

Papa downgraded his 2020 shale growth forecast to 400,000
barrels a day compared from the 700,000 estimate he discussed
in early September.

“This 1is likely not just a 2020 event,” Papa said during
Centennial’s third-quarter results call. “I believe U.S. shale
production on a year-over-year growth basis will be
considerably less powerful in 2021 and later years than most
people currently expect.”

Sheffield sees about 700,000 barrels a day being added next

year while the Energy Information Administration predicts that
next year’s daily production will expand by 910,000 barrels.
Even that would be half of last year’s increase.

Crowded Wells

For Papa, there’s a more fundamental reason driving the
downturn in shale than investor sentiment. Many producers have
drilled their best locations and are now turning to lower-
quality sites. Some also have been drilling wells too close
together, resulting in a loss of overall performance.



The counterpoint to Sheffield and Papa’s gloomy outlook is the
supermajors Exxon Mobil Corp. and Chevron Corp., which are
ramping up Permian Basin drilling. Each plan to produce about
one million barrels a day from the basin by the early 2020s.
That may provide a silver lining for independent producers: an
opportunity to get bought, Sheffield said.

The majors will have “to decide whether or not to bulk up
their inventory over the next two to three years and decide
whether or not to acquire any independents,” he said.

— With assistance by Catherine Ngai



