AS AMERICA “PIVOTS TO ASIA”,
SAUDI ARABIA IS ALREADY THERE
— BY ROUDI BAROUDI

The biggest news in the energy industry last week was that a
state-owned Chinese company had completed a massive offshore
oil and gas platform for Saudi Aramco. Breathless media
reports shared impressive details about the facility’s record-
setting size, weight, and output capacity, with some
describing it as a massive bet on continuing strong demand for
fossil fuels despite the meteoric rise of renewables.

The real significance of this news, though, is not to be found
at the Qingdao shipyard where it was made, at the headquarters
of the China Offshore 0il Engineering Company that built it,
or at the Marjan field off Saudi Arabia’s east coast where it
will be installed and operated.

In fact, in order to truly appreciate the implications
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involved, one needs to travel back in time a little more than
50 years. For on 8 June 1974, the United States and Saudi
Arabia reached a historic agreement that has bound the two
countries ever since.

Signed by then-US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and then-
Minister of Interior Prince Fahd bin Abdulaziz, the pact
established two joint commissions tasked, respectively, with
increasing bilateral economic cooperation and with determining
the kingdom’s military needs. It also created several joint
working groups responsible for specific elements to support
growth and development, including efforts to: a) expand and
diversify Saudi Arabia’s industrial base, beginning with the
manufacture of fertilizers and other aspects of the
petrochemical sector; b) increase the number of qualified
scientists and technicians available to make the most of
technology transfers; c) explore partnerships in areas like
solar energy and desalination; and d) find ways to cooperate
in agriculture, especially in the desert.



Henry Kissinger with Prince Fahd of Saudi Arabia, 1974

Contrary to widespread misperceptions, the agreement did not
say anything about Saudi crude being priced and/or transacted
exclusively in US dollars. In a side-deal that remained secret
until 2016, however, the United States pledged full military
support in virtually all circumstances and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia committed to investing a massive share of its oil
revenues in US Treasury bills. While there was no public quid
pro quo, therefore, this was to some extent a distinction
without a difference: the world’'s biggest oil exporter ended
up spending hundreds of billions of dollars on American debt
and American-made weapons, making it only sensible that the
vast majority of its crude sales would be in greenbacks. By
extension, the sheer weight of Saudi oil in world markets -
and especially within the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries — virtually guaranteed that the dollar would become
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the de facto default currency of those markets, Petrodollars.

These arrangements suited both sides at the time, which
featured a very particular set of circumstances. The previous
year, as Egypt and Syria attempted to regain territories
occupied by Israeli forces since the 1967 war, US President
Richard Nixon authorized an unprecedented airlift of weaponry
— everything from tanks, artillery, and ammunition to
helicopters, radars, and air-to-air missiles — to Israel. Arab
oil producers responded by playing their strongest card,
announcing an oil embargo against states that supported the
Israeli war effort. That led directly to supply shortages,
soaring prices, and long lines at filling stations across the
United States and many other countries, too, and indirectly to
several years of higher inflation. Although the embargo had
been lifted in March 1974, Washington was keen to prevent
similar shocks in the future.

The American economy was particularly vulnerable to longer-
term repercussions because of several factors, including a
general slowdown caused by its long, expensive, and ultimately
unsuccessful war in Vietnam. The real problem, though, stemmed
from another issue: in 1971, as the dollar continued to lose
ground against major European currencies, Nixon had taken the
United States off the gold standard, gutting the Bretton Woods
arrangements put in place after World War II and throwing
foreign exchange markets into disarray. With the Cold War as
backdrop, America appeared to be losing ground in its
strategic competition with the Soviet Union.

The so-called “side-deal”, then, was actually far more
important than the public agreement because it would restore
the dollar’s primacy in international markets, making it once
again the world’'s favorite reserve currency, while
simultaneously reducing the likelihood of future Arab oil
embargos. The new system worked very well for a very long
time: the US economy regained its stability, and Saudi Arabia
embarked on a long program of socioeconomic development that



continues to this day. Even as the Americans have sought
further protection by reducing their reliance on Saudi and
other OPEC crude, their bilateral partnership and the dollar’s
general prevalence in the o0il business have likewise persisted
despite all manner of diplomatic spats, crises, and other
obstacles.

Back in the present-day, the Soviet Union is no more, and
although the United States has an even more formidable
strategic rival in China, this competition carries neither the
day-to-day intensity nor the seeming inevitability of nuclear
Armageddon that the Cold War engendered. In addition, the
United States is now producing more crude oil than any country
ever has, further insulating its economy against exogenous
shocks, while China’s rapid expansion has made it the world’s
most prolific energy importer. In fact, Washington is years
into a “pivot to Asia” that will see it focus less attention
on the Middle East.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia is now led by Crown Prince, Mohammed
bin Salman (MBS), a young and highly ambitious ruler who has
shown himself more than willing to act independently of
American desires or even demands. Accordingly, it should not
surprise anyone that the behemoth facility now being
transported to Marjan is just the most visible tip of the
Sino-Saudi iceberg. Theirs is a burgeoning relationship driven
by complementary needs, with both parties investing in one
another’s economies and cooperating on large-scale energy and
industrial projects.

Given all of the foregoing, it is much too early to declare
the end of an era. Even if rumors that the Saudis will soon
start selling oil futures contracts in yuan or other
currencies turn out to be true and the results include an
erosion of the dollar’'s value, the US-Saudi economic
relationship remains very much in place, as do defense ties
ranging from procurement and maintenance to joint exercises
and training. This 1is not to mention the approximately 60,000



Saudi students who study at American universities every year,
or the countless other business and/or personal ties nurtured
over decades.

Then, US President, Jimmy Carter receiving the Crown Prince
Fahd of Saudi Arabia at the White House in Washington, 1977.
Seeing the continuation of the Petrodollar Agreement.

ALl the same, a new era has definitely begun: just as the
Americans have opened up other avenues to secure their energy
needs, the Saudis are now moving decisively to diversify their
foreign partnerships and have been doing so for many years.
Inevitably, the global oil and gas economy’s center of gravity
will shift eastward, but how could it be otherwise when China
and several other Asian economies have become such
powerhouses? The diversification path will almost certainly
include occasional stretches where Riyadh will have to make
difficult decisions, but this, too, reflects the confidence
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that MBS has in his country’s ability to determine its own
destiny.

Roudi Baroudi has worked in the energy sector for more than
four decades, with extensive experience in both the public and
private sectors. Having advised dozens of companies,
governments, and multilateral institutions on program and
policy development. He has been a loyal advocate for energy
stability and peace. He is also the author or co-author of
numerous books and articles, and currently serves as CEO of
Energy and Environment Holding, an independent consultancy
based in Doha, Qatar.

China advocates shared future
with Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence
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This year marks the 70th anniversary of the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence. The commemorative conference of the 70th
anniversary of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence was
held in Beijing on June 28. Xi Jinping, President of the
People’s Republic of China, attended the commemorative
conference and delivered an important speech. He expounded on
the essence of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and
their relevance for our times, pointed the direction for
building a community with a shared future for mankind amid
major global transformation, and voiced a strong message of
the Global South to work with people around the world for a
better future.

70 years ago, in face of the scourge of hot wars and the
confrontation of the Cold War, the Chinese leadership
specified the Five Principles in their entirety for the first



time, namely, mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity, mutual non-aggression, mutual non-interference in
each other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit,
and peaceful coexistence. The Five Principles are included in
the China-India and China-Myanmar joint statements, which
jointly called for making them basic norms for state-to-state
relations.

After 70 years of practice, the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence have set a historic benchmark for international
relations and international rule of law, served as the prime
guidance for the establishment and development of relations
between countries with different social systems, remained a
powerful rallying force behind the efforts of developing
countries to pursue cooperation and self-strength through
unity, and contributed historic wisdom to the reform and
improvement of the international order.

Over the past 70 years, the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence have extended its reach from Asia to the world,
transcending ideological differences, social system variations
and uneven levels of development. They have become open,
inclusive, and universally applicable basic norms for
international relations and fundamental principles of
international law, making indelible historic contributions to
the cause of human progress.

Seventy years on, we are now in a volatile and unstable era
where changes and turbulence are intertwined. At this historic
moment when mankind has to choose between peace and war,
prosperity and recession, unity and confrontation, the spirit
of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence has become more
appealing rather than obsolete. Bearing the intertwined
destinies of countries and the shared and fundamental
interests of all peoples in mind, President Xi Jinping put
forward the vision of building a community with a shared
future for mankind, providing a new answer to what kind of
world to build and how to build it. This is the best way to
inherit, advance and enrich the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence under new circumstances.



From the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence to building a
community with a shared future for mankind, China has remained
consistent in the exploration for new ways of state-to-state
relations, remained committed to our responsibility in
upholding world peace and development, and remained steadfast
in pursuing a just and equitable international order.

Over the past decades, the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence conformed to the trend for national independence
and liberation in Asia, Africa and Latin America, and answered
the very important question of how to handle state-to-state
relations. Going forward, the Chinese initiative of building a
community with a shared future for mankind has become an
international consensus. The beautiful vision has been put
into productive actions. It is moving the world to a bright
future of peace, security, prosperity and progress.

0Of all the forces in the world, the Global South stands out
with a strong momentum. Standing at a new historical starting
point, the great cause of building a community with a shared
future for mankind requires the Global South to stay ahead of
the historical trend. The Global South should be more open and
more inclusive, jointly maintain peace and stability, promote
open development, construct global governance, and advocate
for the exchange among civilisations.

Both China and Qatar are important members of the Global
South. In recent years, under the strategic guidance of
President Xi Jinping and His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad al-Thani, China-Qatar relations have developed
rapidly and comprehensively, serving as a model for countries
with different social systems to firmly adhere to the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, engage in friendly
exchanges, and foster mutually beneficial co-operation.

Both China and Qatar are the staunch forces for peace,
dedicated to promoting peaceful settlement of international
disputes, and participating constructively in the political
settlement of international and regional hotspot issues. They
are core driving forces for open development, committed to
restoring development as the central international agenda item



with clear and feasible national development visions and
goals, reinvigorating global partnerships for development, and
deepening South-South co-operation as well as North-South
dialogue.

China and Qatar are also construction teams of global
governance and advocates for exchange among civilisations.
Both countries actively participate 1in reforming and
developing the global governance system and contribute to
enhancing inter-civilisation communication and dialogue.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the establishment of
the China-Qatar strategic partnership. China wishes to work
with Qatar to take this opportunity to strengthen the
political foundation of bilateral relations, elevate the
mutually beneficial cooperation between the two countries to a
new level.

China stands ready to join hands with Qatar and other
countries in the world to overcome challenges, achieve shared
prosperity, create an open, inclusive, clean and beautiful
world of lasting peace, universal security, and shared
prosperity, build a community with a shared future for
mankind, and open up a brighter future for humanity.

‘Prerequisites for peace’:
Expert applauds Skylakakis
for endorsing energy
transition policies that
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‘open the way to dialogue and
cooperation’
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ATHENS, July 7, 2024 Greece: Energy and Environment Minister
Theodoros Skylakakis is on the right track with his approach
to Greece’'s energy transition plans, a noted regional expert
says.

“He’s got the right perspective,” industry veteran and author
Roudi Baroudi said after Skylakakis spoke at this week’s
Athens Energy Summit. “He understands that although the
responsibility to reduce carbon emissions is universal, the
best policy decisions don’t come in ‘one-size-fits-all’.”

Baroudi, who has more than four decades in the field and
currently serves as CEO of Doha independent consultancy Energy
and Environment Holding, made his comments on the sidelines of
the forum, where he also was a speaker.

In his remarks, Skylakakis expressed confidence that Greece’s
increasing need to store electricity — as intermittent
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renewables generate a growing share of electricity - would
drive sufficient investment in battery capacity, without the
need for subsidies. Among other comments, he also stressed the
need for European Union policymakers to account for the fact
that member-states currently face the cost s of both limiting
future climate change AND mitigating the impacts that are
already under way.

“Every country is different in terms of how it can best fight
climate change. Each one has its own set of natural resources,
industrial capacity, financial wherewithal, and other
variables. What works in one situation might be a terrible
idea elsewhere. That's crucial and Skylakakis gets it,”
Baroudi said. “He also understands that an effective
transition depends on carefully considered policies, policies
that attract investment to where it can not only have the
greatest impact today, but also maximizes the impact of
tomorrow’s technologies and tomorrow’s partnerships.”



“What Skylakakis is saying and doing fits in nicely with many
of the same ideas I spoke about,” Baroudi added. “When he
talks about heavier reliance on wind farms, the added storage
capacity is a foundation that will help derive a fuller return
from each and every turbine. When he highlights the utility -
pun intended — of power and gas interconnections with other
countries and regions, these are the prerequisites for peace,
the building blocks for cooperation and dialogue.”

In his own speech shortly after Skylakakis’, Baroudi told the
audience at the capital’s Hotel Grande Bretagne that countries
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in the Eastern Mediterranean should work together to increase
cleaner energy production and reduce regional tensions.

“Surely there is a method by which we can re-establish the
same common ground enshrined in the wake of World Wars I and
II, recall the same common interests and identify new ones,
and work together to achieve common goals, just as the UN
Charter implores us to,” he said.

Baroudi advises companies, governments, and international
institutions on energy policy and is an award-winning advocate
for efforts to promote peace through dialogue and diplomacy.
He told his audience that with both climate change and
mounting geopolitical tensions posing threats to people around
the world, policymakers needed to think outside the usual
boxes.

In this way, he argued, “we might develop the mutual trust
which alone can create a safer, happier, and better world for
our children and grandchildren.”

“Consider the possibilities if Greece, Turkiye, and Cyprus
became de facto — or de jure — partners in a pipeline carrying
East Med gas to consumers in Bulgaria, Romania, and Italy,” he
said. “Imagine a future in which Israeli and Lebanese gas
companies were similarly — but independently — reliant on the
same Cypriot LNG plant for 10-20%, or even more, of their
respective countries’ GDPs.”

He also envisioned bilateral cooperation scenarios between
Greece and Turkey and Syria and Turkey, as well as a regional
interconnection that would provide backup energy for multiple
coastal states.

“Instead of accepting certain ideas as permanently impossible,
we ought to be thinking ahead and laying the groundwork,”
Baroudi said. “For Greece and Turkiye — as for other pairs of
coastal states in the region — a good starting point would be
to emulate the Maritime Boundary Agreement agreed to by



Lebanon and Israel in 2022."

Stressing the potential for cooperation to address both energy
requirements and the stability required for stronger growth
and development, Baroudi — whose books include a 2023 volume
about the Lebanon-Israel deal and a forthcoming one urging
other East Med countries to do the same — called on the EU to
take up the challenge.
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“Using dialogue and diplomacy to expand energy cooperation
would benefit not just the countries of the East Med but also
the entire European Union and much of 1its surrounding
‘neighborhood’,” he told an audience of energy professionals
and key government officials. “That level of promise more than
merits the attention of Brussels, the allocation of support
resources, and even the designation of a dedicated point-
person tasked with facilitating the necessary contacts and
negotiations.”

“This is how we need to be thinking if we want to get where we
need to go,” Baroudi said. “Instead of allowing ourselves to
be discouraged by the presence of obstacles, we need to be
investigating new routes that go around them, strengthen the
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rule of law — especially human rights law — as a basis for the
international system, and promote lasting peace among all

nations. Only then can we declare victory over what the 18-
century Scottish poet Robert Burns called ‘man’s inhumanity to
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The Psychologist Who
Convinced Economists that to
Err Is Human

Daniel Kahneman, who passed away in March at the age of 90,
received the Nobel Prize in Economics despite having never
taken an economics course. Nevertheless, his scholarship
reshaped and upended the discipline’s fundamental assumptions,
laying the groundwork for the emergence of behavioral
economics.

CAMBRIDGE — The recent passing of psychologist and Nobel
laureate Daniel Kahneman is an apt moment to reflect on his
invaluable contribution to the field of behavioral economics.
While Alexander Pope’s famous assertion that “to err is human”
dates back to 1711, it was the pioneering work of Kahneman and
his late co-author and friend Amos Tversky in the 1970s and
early 1980s that finally persuaded economists to recognize
that people often make mistakes.

When I received a fellowship at Stanford University’'s Center
for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (CASBS) four
years ago, it was this fundamental breakthrough that motivated
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me to choose the office - or “study” (to use CASBS
terminology) — that Kahneman occupied during his year at the
Center in 1977-78. It seemed like the ideal setting to explore
Kahneman’s three major economic contributions, which
challenged economic theory’s apocryphal “rational actor” by
introducing an element of psychological realism into the
discipline.

Kahneman’s first major contribution was his and Tversky'’s
groundbreaking 1974 study on judgment and uncertainty, which
introduced the idea that “biases” and “heuristics,” or rules
of thumb, influence our decision-making. Instead of thoroughly
analyzing each decision, they found, people tend to rely on
mental shortcuts. For example, we may rely on stereotypes
(known as the “representativeness heuristic”), be overly
influenced by recent experiences (the "“availability
heuristic”), or use the first piece of information we receive
as a reference point (the “anchor effect”).

Second, Kahneman and Tversky’s work on “prospect theory,”
which they published in 1979, critiqued expected utility
theory as a model of decision-making under risk. Drawing on
the “certainty effect,” Kahneman and Tversky argued that
humans are psychologically more affected by losses than gains.
The perceived loss from misplacing a $20 note, for example,
would outweigh the perceived gain from finding a $20 note on
the sidewalk, leading to “loss aversion.”

This insight is also at the core of the “framing effect.” The
theory, developed while Kahneman was a fellow at CASBS and
Tversky was a visiting professor at Stanford, posits that the
way information is presented — whether as a loss or a gain —
significantly influences the decision-making process, even
when what is framed as a loss or gain has the same value.

Lastly, there 1is Kahneman’s popular masterpiece, the
bestselling Thinking, Fast and Slow. Published in 2011 and
offering a lifetime’s worth of insights, the book introduced
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the general public to two stylized modes of human decision-
making: the “quick,” instinctive, emotional mode that Kahneman
called System 1, and the “slower,” deliberative, or logical
mode, which he called System 2. Humans, he showed, are prone
to abandoning logic in favor of emotional impulses.

Kahneman received the Nobel Prize in Economics in 2002,
despite, as he jokingly remarked, having never taken a single
economics course. Nevertheless, his scholarship laid the
groundwork for an entirely new field of economic research -
and it had all begun in Study 6.

In particular, Kahneman’'s work had a profound impact on
University of Chicago economist Richard Thaler, who went on to
become a Nobel laureate himself. As an assistant professor,
Thaler managed to “finagle” a visiting appointment at the
National Bureau of Economic Research, whose offices were
located down the hill from CASBS, enabling him to connect with
Kahneman and Tversky.

In 1998, Thaler co-authored a seminal paper with Cass Sunstein
and Christine Jolls, introducing the concept of “bounds” on
reason, willpower, and self-interest, and highlighting human
limitations that rational-actor models had overlooked. By the
time he received the Nobel Prize in 2017, Thaler had
systematically documented “anomalies” in human behavior that
conventional economics struggled to explain and conducted
highly influential research (with Sunstein) on “choice
architectures,” popularizing the idea that subtle design
changes (“nudges”) can influence human behavior.

But as I gazed at the sweeping views of Palo Alto and the San
Francisco Peninsula from the office window at CASBS,
the birthplace of behavioral economics, I could not help but
wonder whether Kahneman, despite his famously gentle nature,
had perhaps been too critical of human decision-making. Are
all deviations from “pure” economic logic necessarily
“irrational”? Is our inability to align with the idealized



model of economic analysis, coupled with our inevitable -
albeit predictable - irrationality, really an inherent
weakness? And is our tendency to rely on emotions rather than
reason a fatal flaw, and if so, could our susceptibility to
instinct ultimately lead to our downfall?

I wish I could ask Kahneman these questions. During my time
there in 2020-21, Kahneman, affectionately known as “Danny” to
all, was not just what CASBS called a “ghost” of the “study” —
a former occupant who had been a major influence on my work —
but also, happily, a vibrant, 1living legend who had
enthusiastically invited me to discuss these very issues 1in
person. Looking back, I regret my “planning fallacy” in not
taking him up on his offer to deepen our conversation sooner —
a sentiment shared by both my System 1 and System 2 modes. If
“to err is human,” Danny taught me a poignant final lesson in
human error.

The Case for a European
Public-Goods Fund
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With the European Union’s pandemic recovery fund set to end in
2026, there 1is an urgent need for more durable financial
mechanisms to support its long-term objectives. Fortunately, a
new investment fund could both enhance the EU’s growth
potential and ensure compliance with its new fiscal rules and
shared values.

AMSTERDAM - Following weeks of intense negotiations, the
European Union has agreed to revise its fiscal rules. The new
rulebook will replace the Stability and Growth Pact (SGP) -
which has been suspended since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic — and modernize the bloc’s 25-year-old fiscal
framework.

While the SGP featured a one-size-fits-all model that
ultimately undermined its credibility, the updated fiscal
rules allow for a differentiated approach. The goal is to
maintain the existing deficit and public debt limits while
still encouraging member states to invest in green and digital
technologies. Member states will be granted extended
adjustment periods of up to seven years to reduce their debts
to sustainable levels, provided they commit to reforms and
investments that support this double (green/digital)
transition.
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But while the EU’s efforts to strike a balance between fiscal
discipline and growth incentives are commendable, national
budgets alone will not be enough to finance the EU’s ambitious
double transition. The European Commission estimates that an
annual investment of roughly €650 billion ($700 billion) is
needed to meet the 2030 targets of producing at least 42.5% of
the bloc’s energy from renewable sources and reducing
greenhouse-gas emissions by 55%.

Under the new fiscal rules, funding for digital and green
investments can be sourced from the €800
billion NextGenerationEU fund, which was established in 2020
to help European economies recover from the COVID-19 shock.
But since the NGEU is scheduled to end in 2026, there is an
urgent need for more durable financial mechanisms to support
the EU’s long-term objectives.

As matters stand, the NGEU’s focus on national investments has
left transnational projects such as high-speed railways and
hydrogen infrastructure severely underfunded. Moreover, the US
Inflation Reduction Act has widened the investment gap between
Europe and the United States. To restore its strategic
autonomy, European leaders should build on the success of the
NGEU.

In a forthcoming paper, we propose the establishment of a $750
billion EU public-goods fund aimed at bridging funding gaps in
crucial areas 1like renewable energy and digital
infrastructure. The primary focus of this fund would be to
catalyze cross-border investments and support projects that
struggle to secure funding without EU-level financial support.
By making access to this fund contingent on compliance with
the new fiscal rules, the EU could maintain fiscal discipline
among member states.

The public-goods fund, which would cover the 2026-30 period,
is intended to align seamlessly with the EU’s climate goals.
Building on the successful precedents established by previous
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EU borrowing initiatives, it would be financed by issuing EU
bonds, backed by pooled national guarantees, the EU’s budget
(bolstered by sufficient revenue streams), or both. Its
proposed size represents roughly one-fifth of the bloc’s total
investment needs through 2030, and the remaining investments
would be financed through contributions from member states and
the private sector.

By focusing on cross-border investments, the fund would
underscore the EU’'s unified approach to tackling European
challenges. At the same time, the requirement to comply with
the new fiscal rules would broaden the conditional framework
established by the NGEU program, which linked fund access to
the rule of law in recipient countries.

Similarly, the proposed conditionality regime would tie access
to the new fund to domestic fiscal discipline, thus aligning
with the EU’s revised fiscal guidelines. Rather than facing
penalties for non-compliance, as was the case under the
previous SGP, countries would be incentivized to demonstrate
fiscal responsibility.

Thus, the conditionality regime would simultaneously boost the
EU’s growth potential, uphold the integrity of the new fiscal
rulebook, and encourage fiscal sustainability among member
states. Moreover, increased debt issuance at the European
level could be offset by reduced debt issuance at the national
level.

Once the fund is established, countries would be encouraged to
submit comprehensive investment proposals for transnational
projects. The European Investment Bank would determine whether
they are eligible to access the fund’s resources based on
their alignment with the EU’s double-transition targets and
the potential for positive cross-border spillovers. Meanwhile,
the European Commission would ascertain that the countries
proposing these projects comply with fiscal rules.



The fund’s proposed design aligns with the trend of using EU
funds to achieve broader policy objectives. By relying on the
successful model of the pandemic recovery fund and the bloc’s
current conditionality regime, it would empower the EU to meet
crucial climate targets while upholding its shared values.

Regional Energy Expert Roudi
Baroudi Earns Award from
Washington Think Tank
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Leadership Network Recognizes Author
Contributions to Peaceful Development in Eastern Mediterranean
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WASHINGTON, DC November 9, 2023: Doha-based Lebanese author
Roudi Baroudi was one of two people presented with the 2023
Transatlantic Leadership Award at a ceremony in Washington
this week.

Although circumstances relating to the conflict in the Gaza
Strip prevented Baroudi from attending the event, both he and
Joshua Volz — the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Europe,
Eurasia, Africa, and the Middle East and the Office of
International Affairs at the US Department of Energy — were
recognized by the Transatlantic Leadership Network (TLN). Each
was cited at a gala dinner on Monday for his “valuable
contribution in building a peaceful and prosperous Eastern
Mediterranean” as part of the TLN’s 2nd Annual Conference on
Freedom of the Media.

“I was deeply honored to be named a recipient of this
prestigious award, and I will always be grateful for the many
ways in which the TLN has supported my work for several years
now,"” Baroudi said. “I also look forward to working together
in the future so that one day, our descendants can know the
benefits of peace and coexistence. It 1is precisely 1in
difficult and trying times that cooler heads must be able and
willing to look at the reasons for current bloodshed and
recrimination, then envision pathways to a better future.”

Baroudi, who serves as CEO of independent consultancy Energy
and Environment Holding in Doha, is a long-time champion of
dialogue, cooperation, and practical solutions to both the
global climate crisis and recurrent tensions in the East Med.
A regular speaker at regional energy and policy conferences,
Baroudi’s insights are also avidly sought by local and
international media, as well as governments, major energy
companies, and investors.

Having advised both public and private sector actors on a wide
variety of energy 1issues, Baroudi is widely credited with
bringing unique perspective to all manner of policy



discussions. He 1is the author of several books, including
“Maritime Disputes in the Eastern Mediterranean: The Way
Forward” (2021), and “Climate and Energy in the Mediterranean:
What the Blue Economy Means for a Greener Future” (2022).
Together with Notre-Dame University — Louaize, Baroudi has
also published a study of the US-brokered October 2022
Maritime Boundary Agreement between Lebanon and Israel, and 1is
currently preparing another volume on Lebanon’s prospects for
similar deals with Cyprus and Syria.

The TLN describes itself as “a nonpartisan, independent,
international network of practitioners, private sector leaders
and policy analysts dedicated to strengthening and reorienting
transatlantic relations to the rapidly changing dynamics of a
globalizing world.”

Monday’'s ceremony was attended by a broad cross-section of
high-profile figures, including senior officials from the
Departments of Energy and State, numerous members of
Washington’s extensive diplomatic corps, and representatives
of both international organizations and various media outlets.

Transport minister leads team
to Thbilisi Belt and Road
Forum
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Qatar is participating with a delegation headed by HE the
Minister of Transport and Communications Jassim Seif Ahmed al-
Sulaiti in the Tbilisi Belt and Road Forum, which was
inaugurated on Tuesday in Tbilisi, Georgia, under the theme:
“Partnership for Global Impact”.

Inaugurated by the Prime Minister of Georgia, Giorgli Gakharia,
on Tuesday, the forum saw the attendance of over 2,000
participants from 60 countries, including heads of states,
ministers, diplomats and representatives of international and
business organisations.

In his opening speech, Gakharia stressed the importance of the
new Silk Road 1in modern economic integration and
globalisation, saying that the participation in the initiative
is among the top priorities of the Georgian government.

Georgia was one of the first countries applauding the China-
proposed Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to create new trade
corridors between Europe and Asia and improve existing ones,
he said.

The Tbilisi Silk Road Forum, he said, is “an important
opportunity” and a platform on which the countries involved in



the BRI, international organisations and the private sector
discuss regional economic challenges and explore ways to
overcome the challenges and share experience.

The forum is being held for the third time in Tbilisi.

It is opened by the Prime Minister of Georgia and organised by
the Georgian ministries of foreign affairs, economy and
sustainable development and supported by China and the Asian
Development Bank.

The mission of the forum is to serve as an international
platform for multilateral high-level dialogue among senior
policymakers, businesses and community leaders to discuss
important issues on trade and connectivity, examine challenges
facing countries along the New Silk Road connecting East and
West, and find common solutions that have a positive impact on
the region and the global economy.

Day 1 provides opportunities to discuss a full spectrum of
issues related to trade, artificial intelligence (AI),
transport and energy in separate panel discussions, and Day 2
focuses on the private sector and investment opportunities in
Georgia.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Gakharia met HE al-Sulaiti in
Tbilisi on Tuesday. The meeting reviewed bilateral relations
between Qatar and Georgia in the fields of transportation,
mobility and communications and means of further enhancing
them, in addition to discussing a number of topics of common
interest.



Will Europe Be the World's
Biggest Loser?
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Russia’s war against Ukraine, the Sino-American rivalry, and
the rise of new middle powers 1is spurring a profound
reorganization of the international order that will leave
Europe at a distinct disadvantage. To thrive in a world
dominated by large states with growing military budgets,
Europe has no choice but to become a real power, writes
Joschka Fischer, Germany’'s foreign minister and vice
chancellor from 1998 to 2005, was a leader of the German Green
Party for almost 20 years.

The post-1945 era of global stability is over and gone. From
the bipolar world of the Cold War to the American-dominated
unipolar world that replaced it, we have long benefited from a
sense of strategic order. Though there were many smaller wars
(and even some larger ones), from Korea and Vietnam to the
Middle East and Afghanistan, the international system remained
generally stable and intact.

Since the beginning of the new millennium, however, this
stability has increasingly given way to a renewed rivalry
between major powers, chief among them the United States and
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China. Moreover, it has long been clear that India, Brazil,
Indonesia, South Africa, Saudi Arabia, Iran, and other
emerging economies’ political and strategic influence will
increase, as will their role within the global system. In the
context of a deepening conflict between China and the US,
these rising powers will have many opportunities to play one
of the twenty-first century’s two superpowers off against the
other. Indeed, many of these opportunities seem too good to
miss.

Under President Vladimir Putin, Russian policy has
increasingly been aimed at reversing the legacy of the
immediate post-Cold War era. But the broader danger for the
international system stems not from the war in Ukraine, but
from the deterioration of US-China relations..

Some of the biggest losers in this confrontation are likely to
be Japan and Europe. Chinese firms have built massive
production capacities in the automobile industry — especially
in electric vehicles (EVs) — and are now poised to outcompete
the European and Japanese automakers that have long been
globally dominant.

Making matters worse, America’s own response to Chinese
competition is to pursue an industrial policy that will come
at European and Japanese manufacturers’ expense. Recent
legislation such as the Inflation Reduction Act, for example,
provides large subsidies for cars produced in the US. From the
US perspective, such policies kill two birds with one stone:
protecting large domestic manufacturers and providing them
with incentives to pursue EV development.

Not only must Europe take great pains to preserve its economic
model during this reorganization of the global economy. It
also must manage high energy costs, the growing digital
technology gap vis-a-vis the two superpowers, and the urgent
need for increased defense spending to counter the new threat
from Russia. All these priorities will grow even more urgent



as the next US presidential election approaches, given the
distinct possibility that Donald Trump could return to the
White House.

Europe thus finds itself especially disadvantaged. It resides
in an increasingly dangerous region, yet it remains a
confederation of sovereign nation-states that have never
mustered the will to achieve true integration — even after two
world wars and the decades-long Cold War. In a world dominated
by large states with growing military budgets, Europe still is
not a real power.

Whether that remains the case is up to Europeans. The world
will not wait for Europe to grow up. If Europe is going to
confront today’s global reordering, it had better start soon —
or, preferably, yesterday.

European goodbye to negative
rates — or 1is 1t just ‘au
revoir’?
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By Mark John And Dhara Ranasinghe/ London

Europe’s decade-long experiment with negative interest rates,
which ended on Thursday with the Swiss National Bank’s return
to positive territory, showed one thing: they can exist beyond
the realms of economic science fiction.

Launched to revive economies after the 2007/08 financial
crisis, the policy flipped standard money wisdom on its head:
banks had to pay a fee to park cash with their central banks;
some home-owners found mortgages that paid them interest; and
rewards for the act of saving all but vanished.

With the exercise now abandoned in the face of galloping
inflation brought on by pandemic and the Ukraine war, doubts
linger over its effectiveness and under what circumstances it
will ever be used again.

“I think that probably the bar is going to be higher in the
future,” said Claudio Borio, head of the Monetary and Economic
Department of the Basel-based Bank of International
Settlements which acts as bank to the world’s central banks.
Rarely does monetary policy generate as much sound and fury as
did the recourse in the early 2010s to negative rates by four
European central banks and the Bank of Japan — now the only
monetary authority still sticking with them.



With interest rates back then already close to zero, they had
run out of conventional ammunition to ward off the threat of
outright deflation they feared would choke off the economic
recovery. The only way out, they decided, was to go below
zero.

Bank chiefs fumed as the European Central Bank, Swedish
Riksbank, Swiss National Bank (SNB) and Denmark’s Nationalbank
went negative in moves they said undermined the whole banking
business model of being able to make a profit out of lending.
Local media joined in the criticism, with Swiss newspapers in
2015 calling the moment “Frankenshock” and Germany’'s Bild
labelling the then ECB chief Mario Draghi “Count Draghila” for
“sucking our accounts dry”.

For sure, those who relied on the return from cash savings
clearly suffered during Europe’s period of ultra-low to
negative rates — even if they could at least take solace from
the fact that low inflation was protecting their initial
savings.

Other side-effects are harder to pick apart.

Fears of negative rates leading to money-hoarding proved
largely unfounded: in Switzerland, for example, the number of
1,000-franc notes in circulation remained the same, suggesting
customers were not withdrawing cash to store in a safe at
home.

As one Danish bank vaunted the world’s first negative rate
mortgage, it is likely that cheap borrowing added steam to
house price spikes across the region. But prices were often
being squeezed higher by local factors including tight supply.
While many other elements have been at play, euro area bank
stocks have fallen some 45% since 2014 — despite ECB moves to
shield them with exemptions from charges on some deposits and
access to ultra-cheap borrowing.

Yet a report to European Parliament by the Bruegel think tank
last year concluded that overall bank sector profits had not
been significantly harmed by negative rates, noting that the
downside was being offset by gains in asset investments.

“In the end, they worked the same as normal rate cuts,” said



report co-author Gregory Claeys, while acknowledging the
impact may have been greater had the experiment gone on for
longer.

No future?

The question of whether negative rates actually achieve their
goals 1is harder to answer given the modest extent of the trial
— no-one ever went lower than minus 0.75% — and the fact that
they have been swept aside by the turmoil of the last two
years.

ECB policy-makers point to data showing that lending in the
euro zone was shrinking year after year in the 2010s until
negative rates helped turn that into growth by 2016 — even
though that growth has never attained its pre-2009 heights.
Others point to the fact that the negative rate period
coincided with the vast quantitive easing with which the ECB
and other central banks around the world also boosted demand
with trillions of dollars of asset purchases.

“That was a much bigger deal — much more impactful,” said
Brian Coulton, chief economist at Fitch Ratings. “Using your
balance sheet aggressively — that is a powerful weapon.”

Some economists argue negative rates create perverse
incentives that ultimately do a disservice to the economy -
for example by keeping alive “zombie companies” that by rights
should fold, or by removing the impetus for governments to
push tough reforms.

“What 1is lacking, in Europe, is the focus on structural
reforms. Why didn’t they happen in the last 10 years, why
didn’'t we strengthen productivity growth?” said Societe
Generale senior European economist Anatoli Annenkov.

Burkhard Varnholt, Chief Investment Officer Switzerland,
Credit Suisse Switzerland, goes further, saying the message
they send about investing in the future was even akin to the
nihilism of the No Future refrain of the 1977 Sex Pistols’
punk rock track God Save the Queen.

“It’'s the central bankers who have taken interest rates to a
level where we attach no value to the future,” he said.



“Today’s punks wear white shirts, grey suits and a blue tie.”
As the negative rate era closes, the global pool of assets
with negative yield has shrunk to less than $2tn from a 2020
peak of some $18tn.

Despite the misgivings, others say the experiment has at least
shown policy-makers that rates can go below zero and so is an
option for them: witness the fact the Bank of England for a
while considered that path as Covid-19 was ravaging the
economy.

Even if the current inflationary bout means it could be a
while before Europe’s central bankers need to use negative
rates again, it is unlikely they will want to rule them out.
“They will always be spoken of as something that remains in
the toolkit,” said Rohan Khanna, strategist at UBS in London.
“I am very doubtful anyone here is ready to say never again
for negative rates.” — Reuters



