CYPRUS: THE EURO-MED REGION’S
ULTIMATE ‘COUNTRY OF COMMON
INTEREST’ IS ABOUT TO HAVE
ITS MOMENT

By Roudi Baroudi
Lebanon, Beirut — 07/01/2026

January 1 marked a watershed moment for Cyprus, the first day
of a six-month stint in the rotating presidency of the
European Union that will give the tiny island nation massive
influence, not just over the current agenda, but also the
future direction of the entire EU and the destiny of the
Eastern Mediterranean region.

The real significance of the moment lay not in the position
itself, though, nor even in the considerable (but temporary)
increase of Nicosia’'s raw political power. In fact, this is
not even the first time that Cyprus has held the presidency;
that came in the second half of 2012.


https://euromenaenergy.com/cyprus-the-euro-med-regions-ultimate-country-of-common-interest-is-about-to-have-its-moment/
https://euromenaenergy.com/cyprus-the-euro-med-regions-ultimate-country-of-common-interest-is-about-to-have-its-moment/
https://euromenaenergy.com/cyprus-the-euro-med-regions-ultimate-country-of-common-interest-is-about-to-have-its-moment/
https://euromenaenergy.com/cyprus-the-euro-med-regions-ultimate-country-of-common-interest-is-about-to-have-its-moment/

Instead, what makes this time different is that a) the Cypriot
leadership has laid out a highly ambitious agenda, one
designed to generate recurring benefits for both the EU and
its Mediterranean neighbors; b) regional circumstances cry out
for precisely the kind of engagement that Nicosia envisions;
and c) Cyprus today is far better-equipped to advance its
politico-diplomatic goals than it was in 2012, not just
because its economy and finances are in better shape, but also
because it is now on the verge of becoming become an oil and
gas producer and exporter. If well-managed, this latter point
figures to drive growth for decades to come, enabling historic
investments in education, healthcare, transport, and other
drivers of greater economic competitiveness and better living
standards, not to mention greater ability to influence - and
stabilize — the surrounding region.

None of this has happened overnight. Geography and history
have situated Cyprus — both literally and figuratively -
athwart what is both our planet’s most long-lived maritime
trade route and its most famous crossroads of different
languages, cultures, faiths, and ethnicities. The island’s
copper and other resources have always had their own
attractiveness, rising or falling in value depending on the
period, but it was location — specifically its proximity to
each of Asia, Africa, and Europe — that made Cyprus a
strategic prize for millennia, and that same location gives it
enormous potential today.
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strategic prize for millennia, and that same location gives it
enormous potential today.

For decades, the centerpiece of this toolkit has been a
foreign policy which seeks friendly relations with as many
countries — especially neighboring ones — as possible. And it
has worked. Both during and since the Cold War, for example,
Nicosia has been able to maintain working relationships with
governments on both sides of the East/West divide, and 1its
search for neutrality has been equally assiduous on the Arab-
Israeli front. By habitually staking out the middle ground,
Cyprus has not only insulated itself against most external
problems, but also steadily burnished its bona fides as a
helpful player on the international stage.

All of this helped, but it was not enough. Try as Cyprus might
to parlay its neutrality into tangible benefits at home and
abroad, its economy remained fragile and wunbalanced,
distracting and undermining the freedom of action of
successive governments. After its banks had to be rescued with
EU bailout funds in 2012-2013, support began to grow for
reforms that would prevent future meltdowns, restore the
stability of the financial services industry, and rebuild its
ability to finance private and public activities alike.

By the time President Nikos Christodoulides took office in
early 2023, Cypriots of all persuasions were fed up with
“business as usual”. Because he had run as an independent and
attracted support from a broad cross-section of society, he
had a strong mandate to make sweeping changes, and these have
included an increase in the minimum wage, income tax cuts for
working people, more effective financial regulation, and a
far-reaching program for digital transformation. His
administration also has run a tight fiscal ship, dramatically
reducing public debt (from 115% of GDP in 2020 to a forecast
65% for 2025) and thereby making more credit available to the
private sector. As a result, Cyprus’ sovereign rating was
upgraded by all three of the major credit rating agencies in



2024, and as of this writing, two of them regard its outlook
as positive, while the third views it as stable.

At the same time, Christodoulides’ background as a
professional diplomat has empowered him to focus closely and
effectively on foreign policy, recognizing its capacity to
help shield the island against exogenous shocks, shore up the
stability required to pursue its domestic social and economic
development goals, and restore regional stability in the
aftermath of the war in Gaza. It is no surprise, therefore,
that his government has been at the center of international
efforts to assist Palestinian refugees affected by the
conflict, making Cyprus the staging ground for a vital flow of
relief supplies.

Earlier this year, Christodoulides also teamed up with his
Lebanese counterpart, President Joseph Aoun, to make sure
their respective negotiating teams finally concluded a long-
awaited maritime boundary agreement. The MBA clearly defines
who owns what on the seabed, making both countries’ offshore
hydrocarbon sectors more attractive, especially to the major
oil and gas companies whose capabilities will be required to
explore, develop, and extract the resources in question.
Nicosia and Beirut are considering several other agreements as
well, including ones that would expand cooperation 1in
electricity and other fields, but the MBA was crucial because
of the doubts it removed and the doors it opened.

All of these factors are steering the entire Eastern
Mediterranean region to what can only be described as its
“Cyprus moment”: the day when this miniscule country finally
rises to its full stature as an exemplar of effective
governance at home and a voice for peace and prosperity
abroad. By some measures, this moment has already arrived, but
the first exports of Cypriot natural gas to the European
mainland will leave no doubt, and those are currently planned
for late 2027.



Some say that timeline will be difficult to meet, but the
positive effects are already being felt, and historians
looking back will rightly regard the precise start state as a
footnote. The economy has responded well to treatment, growth
is expected to average 3% for the next couple of years, and
diversification is already under way, including a variety of
technology-related businesses that are helping to reduce the
island’s traditional reliance on tourism and construction.

Most importantly, the buzz generated by offshore hydrocarbons
has attracted the attention of international investors, and
they like what they see: in addition to its prime location and
increasingly sophisticated workforce, Cyprus also offers some
of the EU’s most favorable tax conditions, strong investment
protections, and a common law legal system modeled on the
United Kingdom’'s, making it more familiar and easier to use
for many outsiders. The result? Over the past few years,
hundreds of companies have relocated to Cyprus, including some
270 in 2024 alone, adding at least 10,000 new jobs to the
island’s economy.

When gas production starts adding extra motive force to the
economy, even more opportunities will open up. The advent of
domestic energy production will not only spur employment both
directly and indirectly, but also reduce the country’s need
for expensive energy imports, and put downward pressure on
domestic energy prices across the board, imparting a key
competitive advantage on the entire economy. If all goes
according to plan, this would be just the beginning, because
while the savings and security enabled by production will be
significant, the really lucrative next step will be exports,
and Western Europe — the world’s hungriest energy market — is
right next door.

As luck would have it, one of the island’s first commercially
operational undersea gas fields figures to be Cronos, which
lies within easy distance of existing Egyptian infrastructure,
meaning its production can be easily piped to the Egyptian



processing facility at Damietta and then delivered to European
customers by LNG carrier. Nicosia’'s plan is for this flow to
begin in 2027, but again, that is just the beginning: Cyprus
also expects the nearby Aphrodite field to be a major money
spinner, and the plan there is to install a Floating
Production Storage and Offloading Unit directly above the
deposit. This would enable both dry gas shipments for use in
Egypt and further production of LNG for export further afield.

In the longer term, other streams are under consideration as
well, including undersea pipelines to Greece, Italy, and/or
(one day) even Turkey, and possibly a fully fledged
liquefaction plant onshore that would be far and away the
largest infrastructure project in Cypriot history. The
investments being made and planned now are expected to
fundamentally alter the path of Cyprus’ economic and social
development. What is more, if and when the time comes, the
same infrastructure could also be used to help neighbors like
Lebanon and Syria, both of whose coasts are less than 100
nautical miles away, to get their own gas to market. That
could be crucial in enabling both of those countries to start
recovering and rebuilding after decades of stagnation, and
like Cyprus itself, the EU at large has a vested interest in
seeing peace and prosperity spread across the Levant.

These and other factors give Cyprus’ strategy a level of
importance that goes beyond the purely national. Gas exports
to Europe also will help increase the EU's energy
independence, for example, further reducing continuing
dependance on Russian energy supplies, and strengthening
Europe’s position in any negotiations over the situation in
Ukraine. An LNG plant also would make affordable primary
energy supplies available to several African countries,
enabling them to pursue the electrification strategies they
need to modernize their own economies. Again, Europe has
countless reasons to want a stabler, happier Africa on its
doorstep, beginning with the fact that this would



automatically reduce the flow of undocumented migrants making
their way across the Med.

The Cypriot approach 1is nothing less than inspiring,
especially since it springs from the very same wells of good
will, good governance, and good sense that inspired the
Barcelona Declaration more than 30 years ago. The EU
envisioned by Barcelona, a strong and cohesive bloc closely
integrated with vibrant neighborhoods in the MENA region, has
been long-delayed by the collapse of what was then a promising
Israeli-Palestinian peace process, and some countries have
largely given up on that dream.

Clearly, Cyprus is not one of those countries. Instead, it has
wagered on cooperation, weaving good governance and sensible
diplomacy into a bold and hopeful venture.

No longer 1is Cyprus just a sunny little island filled with
charming holiday homes and ringed with the Mediterranean’s
cleanest beaches; now it is also going to be a regional energy
hub, a magnet for international investment, a docking
mechanism to help its non-EU neighbors access European
markets, and a catalyst for EU dialogue and engagement with
Africa and Asia. In short, the country has refashioned itself
into the ultimate “project of common interest” — a venture
that serves so many useful purposes, both inside and outside
the bloc, that it verily demands support from Brussels.

The before and after contrast is increasingly striking. Once a
fragile neophyte dependent on handouts from Brussels, today’s
Cyprus has transformed itself into the very model of a Euro-
Mediterranean country envisioned by the Barcelona process: a
hopeful, peaceful, and universally useful land whose success
promises only more opportunities for its friends and
neighbors.

Cyprus: The Euro-Med region’s ultimate ‘country of common
interest’ is about to have its moment
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LEBTALKS INTERVIEW:
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY EXPERT
ROUDI BAROUDI APPLAUDS
‘HISTORIC' LEBANON-CYPRUS
DEAL, DISMISSES ‘BASELESS’
CRITICISMS FROM NEIGHBORS

Following criticism of the Lebanon-Cyprus Maritime Boundary
Agreement (MBA) by the governments of Israel and Turkiye,
LebTalks spoke with energy and policy expert Roudi Baroudi,
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who has authored several books and studies on sea borders in
the Eastern Mediterranean. Baroudi praised the pact as “full
of positives” for the interests of both parties and stressed
the words of Lebanese President Joseph Aoun, who pledged after
signing the MBA that “this agreement targets no one and
excludes no one.”

LebTalks: How significant is the signing of the maritime
boundary agreement between Lebanon and Cyprus?

RB: The official signing of the Lebanon-Cyprus deal is a major
achievement, one that confers important advantages on both
parties. This process was delayed for a very long time for no
good reason, so President Joseph Aoun and the government
deserve congratulations for having seized the initiative, and
for having seen the job through to completion. So do Cypriot
President Nikos Christodoulides and his team, because they did
the same thing. What made this historic agreement possible -
after an impasse lasting almost two decades — was that Lebanon
finally had a president who both understood the need for an
MBA and made achieving it a top priority.

LebTalks: What does Lebanon gain by signing this deal?

RB: The agreement, which was reached by the negotiating teams
in September, provides several benefits for both countries in
the short, medium, and long terms.

The new equidistance line between the two states, defined
according to the rules and guidelines of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), provides a fair and
largely uniform boundary between the two brotherly countries’
maritime zones. Most of the new turning points used to draw
the line have moved in Lebanon’s favor compared to the earlier
negotiation in 2011, giving it an extra 10,200 meters on its
western front while Cyprus received 2,760 meters.

Crucially, the MBA wipes away all overlapping claims caused by
previous uncertainty over the precise location of the border.



Accordingly, this eliminates 108 km2 of (map
attached) Lebanese offshore blocks that were actually in
Cypriot waters, as well as 14 km2 of Cypriot blocks which were
also on the wrong side of the line.

Apart from removing a key risk for would-be investors, the
agreement also contributes to stability and security by
providing clarity and thereby enabling easier cooperation, not
just bilateral, but also, potentially, involving other states
as well. It really is full of positives for both Lebanon and
Cyprus, and therefore for the region as a whole.

LebTalks: What should Lebanon do to follow up on this
agreement?

RB: To make the most of this clearer playing field, the
logical next step is for Lebanon and Cyprus to immediately
start drafting a joint development agreement, which would
allow them to have a smooth partnership in place for any
hydrocarbon reserves which are found to straddle their
maritime boundary.

Perhaps the most important feature of the Lebanon-Cyprus MBA
is that it provides a clear and stable starting point, putting
Lebanon in ideal position to finish defining its maritime
zones. The new line means that Lebanon’s existing maritime
boundary arrangements with Israel, signed in 2022, should be
tweaked a little, but it also makes it easier to do that — and
to negotiate a similar agreement in the north with Syria when
that country’s new leadership is ready to do so.



LebTalks: What about the objections voiced by Irael and
Turkiye?

RB: With all due respect, these claims and complaints are
completely baseless. As President Aoun has stressed from the
very day it was signed, this accord targets no one, excludes
no one, challenges no one else’s borders, and undermines no
one else’s interests. I know there has been some negative
commentary from both Israel and Turkiye, but there really is
nothing here for anyone to be upset about. The line agreed to
by Lebanon and Cyprus, which Turkiye has claimed is ‘unfair’
to residents of the self-styled ‘Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus’, is literally several kilometers away from any waters
claimed by the TRNC. Beirut and Nicosia were very careful to
make sure of this.

As for the Israelis, the only material change relating to the
Lebanon-Cyprus line is that it pushes the Israel-Cyprus line
in Cyprus’ favor. But that’s not Lebanon’s fault. Or Cyprus’
or anyone else’'s. It’'’s just a fact of new mapping
technologies, which today are far more precise and more
accurate than those used when the Israel-Cyprus line was drawn



in their 2011 treaty.

On that subject, I would also note for all stakeholders in the
East Med that while Lebanon and Cyprus are the region’s only
full-fledged members of UNCLOS, all states are subject to its
rules and precedents, which have become part of Customary
International Law. Since the Lebanon-Cyprus deal adheres
strictly to those rules and the science behind them, the
criticisms haven’t got a legal leg to stand on. This 1is
especially true with regard to Israel, whose own treaty with
Cyprus was negotiated on the basis of the very same laws,
rules, and science.

I have to assume that a lot of this is posturing, that both
Israel and Turkiye will settle down once they’ve had more time
to analyze the deal and see that, far from damaging them in
any way, it could help all concerned by contributing to
regional stability and economic growth. And again, I would go
back to Aoun’s words on signing day, when he declared that
“this agreement should be a foundation for wider regional
cooperation, replacing the language of violence, war, and
ambitions of domination with stability and prosperity.”
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01 tetauéveg oxéoselc IopanA-AiBdvov katl ot paydaiec e€EeAi€erg
otn Méon AvatoAl €xouvv Kivntomolfoel tn Agvkwola yla ema@ég
vynAovl eminédov ylia TNV emikvpwon TG A0Z pe to A{Bavo. Etot
o Tmpoedpoc tNnG KOmpov Niko¢ XpiotodbovAidng ovvavtAOnke uE
TOV EUMELIPOYVRUOVA TEPLPEPELAKAC TOALTIKAC PolvTl Mmpaovvtt,

HaKPOXpPOV10C LMOOTNPLKTIAC TOL HlaAdyov, TNG dHimAwpatiog Kat
NG €1pNV1IKAGC avATMTLVENG, WG TPOC T1C ACPAAECTEPEC O1adpouéC
MPOoC¢ MEYaAVTEPN otabepdtnTta yia OAOKANPn tnv Evpw-MeocoyelakA
neployxn Katl atuvmo HirapecoAaBnt Twv OV0O YWPWv. MAAloTa £)El
ypAayel Kal oXetikd B1BAia, O6mwc tnv «opirotikomoinon OaAdcoilwv
2uvlpwv otnv AvatoAilkn Mecodyeilo: Moiro¢ Oa Eival o Emduevoc;»
Kal «Eva KAe1d1, MoAAanAd EmnabAa: Opilrotikomoinon OaAdcoilwv
Juvlépwv avapeoa otnv Kompo, 1o A{Bavo kat tn Zuvplo».

0 K. XpiotodouvAidnc kat o opdAoydc tov amd to AtlBavo, 0 mMPWNV
Fevikog TC6Cep Aouvv, ovuewvnoav tov IoVA10 va d1lampayuaTteELTOVV
KXl va OPlOTLKOTO1ANOOUY U1 Ypauun BaAdcciwv ocvvopwv . Katl ot
600 YWpeg avapeévovy 0Tl Ba amokopicovv TMOAAA 0@QEAN amd pla
TéETOola ovugpwvia, Kol n Katoxvpwon €da@lk@v ovLvOpwv oTn BdAacoq



B KATAOTAGElL €UKOAOTEPN TNV MPOGEAKLON EEvwv E€MEVOHLTWV Yyla
TNV AVdAnTUEN TWY EVEPYELOKWY TINYWV TOULC.

«H enitevEén ovpgwviac Ba avoi&el OAeg T1¢ mMlépteC yla TNV Kimpo
Kat to AtlBavo», dAAwoe o K. Mmapovvtl peETd amd Tn ocvvdvnon.
«01 Tdoerg mnyaivouv otTn owot KateELOULYON, KAl OX1 MOVO OE
oxéon Me to AiBavo. 0 mpdéedpog tng Kimpov €xetl @lAddoEa ox€Edia
€EWTEPLKNAC TMOALTIKAG, 1diraitepa oXETIKA HE T1C dpactnpldTnTEC
™n¢ KOmpov Ttoug mpwtouvg €1 PMAvEC TOL 2026, O6Tav Ba £XEl TNV
npoedpia tov ocvuPouvAiov tng EvpwnaikAg Evwong».

«EKMETOAAEDTNKA €miong Tnv evkailpia va evxnbw oto mpdedpo TNG
Konpov kKaAf emituyia o€ auth TNV QMOCTOAR», TPdoOece, «E1H1KA
KaBwg oavaugévetal va eotidoel oxt1 pévo otnv evioyxuvon TtNng
ovvoXA¢ tTN¢ Evpwmng, aAAd kol otnv e€vioyxyvon toL pPOAOUL TNG
KOmpov wg yépupa peTaED ELPWMNG KAl YELTOVIKWIV YWPWV. »

Npdypati, n Asvkwola €xel €va @1LA060E0 mpdypauua yla Tnv
npoedpia NG Kat ovvepydletal otevd ye tn Aavia, mov ackel tnv
npoedpia avtd To €€dunvo , kot TNV MoAwvia, mov Ba dradeybel
tnv Kompo. H Aegyduevn«tpinAf mpoedpia» Pondd& otn diacedAion
ovvéxelag amd tn pia mpoedpia otnv emduevn.

0 K. MmopoUvTl €€l ypdyel apkKeTA PBiBAla KAl HEAETEC OXETLKA
ME TO TWC Ta vrndpyovta €pyaAeia tov OHE pmopovv va Bonérjcovv
T1GC MAPAKTIEC XWPEC v OLUPWVAOOULUY dikala Kol 100T1Ha BaAdcolQ
oUVopP, VO MELWOOUY T1C EVIACELC KAl va AMOKOU{O0LY ONUAVTIKA
O1KOVOUL1KA KOl KOlVWwv1iKd o@éAn. Exel emiong ypdyel Kal MIAACEL
bnuocia yia didgopec svkailplec meprpepelakng ovvepyaociag, amod
dlaovvdedepéva evepyelakd d1KTLA KAl LMEPAKTIA QLOA1KA TAPKQA
HEXPL KOV dlaxeipion BUAACO1WY TPOOCTATEVOUEVWY TIEQPLOXWV.

To 2023, amoveuRdnke otov K. Mmapovvtl To0 Bpofeio Hyeociag amébd
To Transatlantic Leadership Network, é€&va think-tank tng
OvdolvyKTov, yla Tn «MOAVT1UN OULVUPOAR TOL OTNV 01KO0BOUNON plaC
E1PNV1IKAGC Kol gunuepovoac AvatoAlkng Mecoyeiov».

Ye bekddeg apBpa, MHEAETEG, eppavicelC ota pECA gvnuépPwonG Kat
optAieg, yla mapdderypa, o PBetepdvog TNG KAAGDOL €xeEr



TEKUNPLWOEL TNV EMIYELPNUATLKA Bdon yla TO vnolwwTtlkd KpAtog va
yilvel kévtpo ene€epyaciac kat diavouAc @uolkoU agpiov yla TOLG
yeitovég tou. Avtd Ba meplreAduPfave tnv Kompo va dnuiovpyroet
€vav unébaAdcolo aywyd QuUOIKOU agpiov MPOG TNV EVPWNAIKNA
gevboywpa, €va €pyooTdclo vypomolnuévouv @uGlkoU aepiov (LNG)
mov Ba ATav TO MEYOAADTEPO £PyO0 TMOVL €XEL MOTE n XWpa, [ Kal
UMEPAKT1A MAWTA OCLOTAMATA AMOBAKELONG KAl vypomoinong yia tnv
€ELMINPETNON OTMOMOKPLOMEVWY XWPWY d1a BaAdoonc.

«DAec autéc o1 PEAETEC KOl Ol TMOPAYOVIEC TOvL avédeir&av
nopapévovy emnikaipotl ocfuepa», dAAwce o kK. Mmapovvil. «H Kompocg
d1aBétel TNV €yyvTNTA, T1C T1UEC YNC KAl T1C OXEOELC UE TOULC
yeElTovéG NG yla va yivel o ovvetalplotAC 6Awv oT1G €EaywyEQg
EVEPYELOGC, QAAAD KAl va AglTtoupynoel wG BepéArog A1BoC yla pla
Mo otabep Kal gunuepovoa mMeEPLOXA.»

Amid Maritime Boundary Talks
in the Region, Cypriot
President Recelves
International Energy Expert,
Roudi Baroudi, on UN
Demarcation Tools
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NICOSIA - 29, September 2025: Cypriot President Nikos
Christodoulides met today with the international energy policy
expert, Roudi Baroudi, who presented copies of his two latest
books, “Settling Maritime Boundaries 1in the Eastern
Mediterranean: Who Will Be Next?” and “One Key, Multiple
Prizes: Settling Maritime Boundaries Among Cyprus, Lebanon,
and Syria”.

Baroudi, a long-time advocate of dialogue, diplomacy, and
peaceful development as the surest routes to greater stability
for the entire Euro-Med region, said he felt “honored to have
been received by the President.”

Christodoulides and his Lebanese counterpart, former General
Joseph Aoun, agreed in July to have their respective teams
negotiate and finalize a maritime boundary line (MBL). Both
countries expect to derive numerous benefits from such a pact,
and having treatied borders at sea will make it easier to
attract the foreign investors required to develop their



respective offshore oil and gas resources.

Reaching a deal “will open up all sorts of doors for Cyprus
and Lebanon,” Baroudi said after the meeting. “The trends are
going in the right direction, and not just vis-a-vis Lebanon.
The President has ambitious foreign-policy plans, particularly
with regard to Cyprus’ activities for the first six months of
2026, when it will hold the rotating presidency of the
European Union.”

“I also took the opportunity to wish His Excellency every good
fortune on that mission,” he added, “especially since it 1is
expected to focus not only on shoring up Europe’s cohesion,
but also on beefing up Cyprus’ role as a bridge between Europe
and its neighbors.”

Indeed, Nicosia does have an ambitious agenda for its time in
the presidency, and 1is working closely with Denmark, the
current holder, and Poland, which will follow Cyprus’ term.
The so-called “trio presidency” helps to ensure continuity
from one presidency to the next.

Baroudi has published several books and studies on how
existing United Nations tools can help coastal states to agree
fair and equitable maritime boundaries, reduce tensions, and
reap significant economic and social rewards in the bargain.
He also has written and spoken publicly about a variety of
opportunities for regional cooperation, from interconnected
power grids and offshore wind farms to joint management of
marine protected areas. In 2023, he was awarded the
Transatlantic Leadership Award by the Transatlantic Leadership
Network, a Washington think-tank, for what it described as
“his valuable contribution in building a peaceful and
prosperous Eastern Mediterranean.”

In addition to these works, ever since 2011, when the full
potential of the East Med’'s offshore hydrocarbon deposits
began to emerge, Baroudi’s advocacy role has seen him provide



thought leadership for a variety of projects and proposals
that would transform Cyprus into a regional energy hub. In
dozens of articles, studies, media appearances, and speaking
engagements, for example, the industry veteran has made the
business case for the island nation to become a gas processing
and distribution center for its neighbors. This would include
Cyprus hosting one end of an undersea gas pipeline to the
European mainland, a liquified natural gas (LNG) plant that
would be the country’s largest-ever project, and/or offshore
floating storage and gasification units(s) to serve more
distant customers by ship.

“All of these studies and the factors they highlighted are
still relevant today,” Baroudi said. “Cyprus has the
proximity, the land prices, and the relationships with its
neighbors to make it everyone’s partner for energy exports,
but also to serve as the bedrock for a stabler and more
prosperous region.”

‘The madness has to end’:
Long-time promoter of
dialogue says ‘decent
nations'’ must ‘finally’
punish Israel for
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‘indefensible outrage’ 1in
Doha

Israel’s strike on a residential building In Doha on Tuesday
was a “cowardly, treacherous act of war” that “cries out” for
stronger efforts to end the war, a prominent Lebanese
expatriate said in a statement after explosions rocked the
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Qatari capital.

“This is an indefensible outrage, an unprovoked attack on a
country that has done nothing but try to reduce tensions and
help the region regain some semblance of stability,” said
Roudi Baroudi, a high-profile executive, author, and energy
expert who has spent years advocating for dialogue, diplomacy,
and peaceful development across the Mena region.

“This country and its government have done everything possible
to help end Israel’s continuing wars, mediating ceasefire
talks since the beginning of the conflict in Gaza, also
helping to end the brief but exceedingly dangerous clash
between Israel and Iran, and using its good offices to reduce
tensions on several other fronts as well. Qatar’s leaders and
diplomats have worked tirelessly, arranging several possible
off-ramps that would not only have helped to spare the
Palestinian and other peoples, but also to give Israel a way
out of the corner its prime minister has painted it into. The
Israelis should be thanking Qatar for having played such a
diplomatic constructive and selfless role,” he added.

“Instead, today, the Netanyahu government has carried out a
cowardly, treacherous attack that cries out for the
international community to finally step in and apply all the
pressure at its disposal. History will not look kindly on a
government that clearly seeks to prolong the war — and the
suffering of the Palestinians and others — for no other reason
than to keep itself in power . Those who fail to stand for the
defenseless civilians who continue to die under Israeli
bombardment and blockade will not escape the same historical
judgment.”



“The madness has to end, and for that to happen, all states
with any influence over Israel have to use it,” Baroudi
stated. “It must be made unequivocally clear that no state can
conduct itself in this manner without inviting a swift and
painful response from the decent nations of this Earth: stop
arming it, stop protecting it, stop funding it, stop trading
with it — stop everything unless and until it starts behaving
itself.” We need peace for all.

The true cost of ocean
plastic pollution

The problem of maritime plastic-waste pollution first became
apparent in the 1970s. In the half-century since then, the
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problem has become ever more widespread, as scientific
expeditions conducted by the Tara Ocean Foundation (of which I
am executive director) have shown. Large pieces of debris,
such as fishing nets, and their disastrous effects on marine
life, are the most visible symptom. Such waste is estimated to
kill more than one million seabirds and over 100,000 marine
mammals annually, often through entanglement or suffocation,
and promotes transport of invasive species, triggering a
cascading effect on the ecosystems in which they play a
central role.

Less visible, but more pervasive, are microplastics, which
have been found in the deepest ocean trenches and all types of
marine life. Microplastics can, among other things, modify
bacterial and viral communities and disperse chemical toxins
in food chains (often after being ingested by marine
organisms). Some of these toxins, such as phthalates, are
associated with the chemistry of plastics, while others, such
as pesticides and heavy metals, are absorbed by the plastic
before it reaches the ocean and enters the food chain.

How these toxic substances interact with plastics has been the
subject of much study. Plastic is comprised of monomers that
have been chemically bonded to form long chains of polymers —
ethylene, styrene, and propylene become polyethylene,
polystyrene, and polypropylene. But the process of
polymerisation 1is often imperfect, and some of the
unpolymerised monomers that remain in plastic, like different
types of styrene and bisphenol, pose major environmental and
health risks.

Moreover, other chemical additives, including plasticisers,
fillers, colorants, flame retardants, and antioxidants, are
incorporated into polymer formulations to modify their
properties. And non-intentionally added substances (NIAS) -
impurities, raw materials used in manufacturing, byproducts,
and degradation products — bind to finished plastics. In most
cases, because free monomers, additives, and NIAS are simply



trapped within the tangle of polymer chains, rather than being
chemically bound to them, they are more likely to leach out
during the production, use, and disposal of plastic, migrating
into liquids, gases, and solids. Some 16,000 such molecules
have been identified, but their effects are still not fully
known, nor 1is their toxicity, which can change depending on
how they are combined. What we do know is that one-quarter of
these 16,000 molecules are pose a hazard to human health or
the environment by disrupting biochemical processes in living
organisms.

Halting the flow of microplastics and toxic pollutants into
the world’'s bodies of water is a Sisyphean task. Nevertheless,
scientists are trying to stem the problem. For example, the
Tara Europa expedition, in coordination with the European
Molecular Biology Laboratory and more than 70 scientific
institutions across the continent, has spent the past two
years investigating how these hazardous substances make their
way into the seas and oceans bordering Europe. The mission
plans to share its findings soon.

But the generation of toxic waste and debris is not the only
way that plastic can harm ocean health. The plastics industry
has been a major driver of climate change, accounting for an
estimated 3.4% of global greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions.
Plastic production is on track to contribute 15% of GHG
emissions by 2050, exacerbating global warming and thereby
increasing the threats to marine life, which is sensitive to
rising water temperatures.

Because plastic degrades the entire biosphere, not just the
ocean, it is not a waste problem that can be solved by a few
sustainability-minded citizens’ recycling efforts. This is a
systemic crisis that requires an economy-wide solution. A
better approach is to understand plastic as one of the “new
entities” that must not leak into the environment, a view
initially formulated by the Stockholm Resilience Centre in its
work on planetary boundaries and later endorsed by the United



Nations. While acknowledging the impossibility of defining a
precise threshold for harm, such an approach highlights the
need for a drastic reduction in plastic use.

Research suggests that it would be economically feasible to
halve global plastic production at a cost which would almost
surely be less than the cost of inaction. But, according to a
recent study by researchers at the University of California,
Berkeley, even this reduction would not be enough to limit
global warming to 1.5° Celsius above preindustrial levels, the
target set by the Paris climate agreement. Instead, they found
that meeting this goal would require a 75% reduction 1in
plastic production compared to 2015.

‘THE POSSIBILITIES ARE
ENDLESS ' : ENERGY EXPERT
LAUNCHES NEW BOOK ON
RESOLVING MARITIME BOUNDARIES
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ZOUK MOSBEH, 23-04-2025: Energy expert Roudi Baroudi signed
copies of his latest book during a launch event at Notre Dame
University — Louaize on Wednesday.

The book, “Settling Maritime Boundaries in the Eastern
Mediterranean: Who Will Be Next?”, is part of Baroudi’s years-
long effort to promote regional energy cooperation. In it, the
author makes the case that if East Med countries are serious
about exploiting their offshore hydrocarbons, they need to
settle their maritime borders in order to attract the major
energy companies whose technical and financial muscle are
virtual prerequisites for undersea oil and gas activities.



Co-hosted by the Office of NDU Publications (which published
the book) and the university’s Office of Research and Graduate
Studies, the signing event took place at NDU’s Pierre Abou
Khater Auditorium. All proceeds from sales of the book will go
toward Student Financial Aid at NDU.

Inspired by the landmark US-brokered October 2022 agreement
that saw Lebanon settle most of its maritime boundary with old
foe Israel, the new tome stresses the need to define other
East Med borders as well, including those between Lebanon and
Cyprus, Lebanon and Syria, Syria and Cyprus, Cyprus and
Turkey, and Turkey and Greece.

Publication was delayed by the outbreak of the Gaza war in
October 2023, but the author says that conflict — which also
led to massive destruction and loss of life in Lebanon — only
underlines the need for regional players to find a new modus
vivendi.
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“We can’t keep doing the same things over and over again, and
then expecting a different outcome,” Baroudi said during the
NDU event. “For the first time in many years, all of Lebanon’s
branches of government — Parliament, Cabinet, and Presidency —
are fully functional. We have to start thinking of ways to
reduce the scope for friction, to open the way for foreign
investment, and hopefully start producing offshore gas.”

“Almost all of Lebanon’s energy needs are met by imported
hydrocarbons; imagine if we discover enough gas to provide
24/7 electricity to all Lebanese,” he added. “And what if we
had enough to start exporting it, too? Lebanon’s coast is less
than 100 kilometers from Cypriot waters: this means that once
the island and its partners have built a pipeline and/or a
liquified natural gas plant, Lebanese gas could flow straight
into the entire European Union, one of the world’s largest
energy markets. The possibilities are endless. And now imagine
all of the countries of the region having similar prospects —
just because they finally got around to figuring out where
their national waters begin and end.”

In addition to the manifold benefits of energy security and
lucrative export revenues to fund domestic investment 1in
things like education, healthcare, fighting poverty, and
transport, Baroudi said the exercise of negotiating sea
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borders could help build trust and good will.

“There isn’t enough of those commodities in the East Med
region, and often for good reason,” he explained. “But we have
to start somewhere, and maritime boundaries are a great place
to do that because they open the way for investment and
various forms of cooperation, direct or indirect, including
fisheries monitoring and regulation, marine protected areas,
tourism, weather forecasting, search and rescue, etc.”

With more than 47 years of experience, Baroudi has worked in
multiple fields, from electricity, oil and gas, and
petrochemicals to pipelines, renewables, and carbon pricing
mechanisms. He also has led policy and program development
with, among others, the World Bank, the US Agency for
International Development, the International Monetary Fund,
and the European Commission. The author of several books -
including “Climate and Energy in the Mediterranean: What the
Blue Economy Means for a Greener Future” (2022) — as well as
numerous studies and countless articles, his expertise has
made him a highly sought-after speaker at regional energy and
economic conferences. Currently serving as CEO of Energy and
Environment Holding, an independent consultancy based in Doha,
he is also a Senior Fellow of the Transatlantic Leadership
Network, a Washington think-tank. In 2023, he received the
TLN’s Leadership Award in recognition of his efforts to
promote peace.

Trump’s move to exit Paris
accord to hit harder than
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last time

L

This US withdrawal will take effect in one year, faster than
the 3.5-year exit period when Trump first quit the accord.

A second US withdrawal from the world’s primary climate pact
will have a bigger impact — in the US and globally — than the
country’s first retreat in 2017, according to analysts and
diplomats. One of President Donald Trump’s first acts on
returning to office on Monday was to quit the Paris Agreement
as part of his plans to halt US climate action.

The impact will be to increase the chance of global warming
escalating, to slow US climate funding internationally, and
leave investors struggling to navigate the divergence between
European and US green rules.

This US withdrawal will take effect in one year, faster than
the 3.5-year exit period when Trump first quit the Paris
accord in 2017.

Since then, climate change has become more extreme. Last year
was the planet’s hottest on record, and the first in which the
average global temperature exceeded 1.5C (2.7F) of warming —
the limit the Paris Agreement commits countries to trying to
stay below.
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“We are looking at overshooting 1.5C — that is becoming very,
very likely,” said law professor Christina Voigt at the
University of Oslo.

“Which, of course, brings to the forefront that much more
ambitious global action on climate change is needed,” she
said.

Today’s climate, measured over decades, is 1.3C warmer than in
pre-industrial times, and on track for at least 2.7C of
warming this century. While perilous, that is less severe than
the 4C projected before countries negotiated the 2015 Paris
Agreement. Each country’s pledge toward the Paris goal 1is
voluntary. Nevertheless, Trump 1is expected to scrap the US
national emissions-cutting plan and potentially also Biden-era
tax credits for CO2-cutting projects.

All of this will “further jeopardise the achievement of the
Paris Agreement’s temperature goals,” Michael Gerrard, a legal
professor at Columbia Law School, said.

“That has obviously an impact on others. I mean, why should
others continue to pick up the pieces if one of the key
players once again leaves the room?” said Paul Watkinson, a
former French climate negotiator who worked on the 2015 Paris
Agreement.

Some US states have said they will continue climate action.
Regardless of politics, favourable economics drove a clean
energy boom during Trump’s first term — with Republican
stronghold Texas leading record-high US solar and wind energy
expansion in 2020, US government data show. But Trump has
already taken steps to try to prevent a repeat of that, on
Monday suspending offshore wind leases and revoking Biden’s
electric vehicle targets.

The US produces around 13% of global C02 emissions today but
is responsible for most of the (C02 released into the
atmosphere since the Industrial Revolution.

As part of the Paris Agreement exit, Trump on Monday ordered
an immediate cessation of all US funding pledged under UN
climate talks.

That will cost poorer nations at least $1lbn — the US



government’s record-high financial contribution delivered in
2024 to help them cope with climate change.

Together, all rich countries’ governments combined contributed
$116bn in climate funding for developing nations in 2022, the
latest available OECD data show.

That does not include the huge climate-friendly government
funding Biden rolled out domestically, whose future under
Trump is uncertain.

Total US climate spending - counting domestic and
international, from private and public sources — jumped to
$175bn annually over 2021-2022, boosted massively by the 2022
Biden-era Inflation Reduction Act, according to non-profit
research group the Climate Policy Initiative. The US is also
responsible for funding around 21% of the core budget for the
UN climate secretariat — the body that runs the world’s
climate change negotiations, which faces a funding shortfall.
The We Mean Business Coalition, which is backed by Amazon and
Meta, said Trump’s disruption of the US business environment
could drive green investment elsewhere.

It could “open the door for other major economies to attract
greater investment and talent,” the non-profit group said.
Three investors told Reuters the transition to green energy,
including in the US, will move forward regardless.

One impact of the Paris exit will be to prevent US businesses
from selling carbon credits into a UN-backed carbon market
that could be valued at more than $10bn by 2030, according to
financial information provider MSCI.

While no longer able to make money from selling any surplus
credits, US companies would be able to buy them on a voluntary
basis. — Reuters



Climate displacement 1is also
a health crisis

By disrupting care services, climate displacement deprives
affected communities of access to doctors, hospitals, and
pharmacies.

Every year, 21.5mn people are forcibly displaced by floods,
droughts, wildfires, and storms. This number is set to rise
dramatically over the coming decades, with up to 1.2bn people
expected to be driven from their homes by 2050. The unfolding
climate crisis is not just a humanitarian disaster but also a
global health emergency.

Climate displacement poses both direct and indirect threats to
public health. By disrupting care services, it deprives
affected communities of access to doctors, hospitals, and
pharmacies. Climate-induced migration also exacerbates
poverty, overcrowding, and social instability. Food production
is often severely affected, while unsanitary living conditions
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fuel the spread of infectious diseases.

As the climate crisis threatens to derail global efforts to
achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals, the health and
well-being of hundreds of millions of people across the
developing world are at risk. High-income countries are not
immune: in the US, 3.2mn adults were displaced or evacuated
due to natural disasters in 2022 alone.

Pharmaceutical companies must play a pivotal role in
bolstering global health resilience. Their involvement 1is
particularly critical in conflict zones at the forefront of
the climate-displacement crisis, where life-saving medicines
and vaccines are often in short supply.

While the pharmaceutical industry has made strides in reducing
carbon dioxide emissions and adopting more sustainable
practices, its efforts fall far short of mitigating climate-
related disruptions to supply chains.

Some pharmaceutical companies, such as Novartis and Novo
Nordisk, have launched targeted programmes to aid populations
displaced by extreme weather events, while others have donated
cash or supplies in response to natural disasters. The demand
for these donations has risen with increasing climate and
humanitarian needs. Hikma, a generic medicine manufacturer
founded in Jordan, reported $4mn in donations in 2020, and
$4.9mn in 2023, mostly serving the needs in the surrounding
region.

No company has developed a comprehensive strategy to ensure
that displaced communities have sustained access to health
products. A more holistic approach is needed. Amid the ongoing
climate-displacement crisis, pharmaceutical companies should
adopt a four-pronged strategy to strengthen healthcare
systems. For starters, they could help deliver medicines to
vulnerable communities in remote areas by revamping their
supply-chains, from building redundancy into shipping networks
to redesigning products to be more stable in hot climates
where refrigeration may be unavailable.

Second, pharmaceutical companies must invest in research and
development to create vaccines, diagnostics, and therapeutics



targeting climate-sensitive diseases. Rising global
temperatures are accelerating the spread of mosquito-borne
illnesses such as dengue, malaria, and Zika, as well as
waterborne diseases 1like cholera and shigella, putting
displaced populations at even greater risk.

Third, pharmaceutical companies should forge 1long-term
partnerships with humanitarian organisations focused on
climate displacement. Public-private collaborations have also
proven effective in strengthening health resilience. Since
2010, for example, leading vaccine manufacturers like GSK and
Pfizer have supplied Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, with billions
of vaccine doses, protecting vulnerable populations in some of
the world’s most resource-constrained countries.

Lastly, pharmaceutical companies must boost efforts to cut
greenhouse-gas emissions across their value chains. While the
climate impact of pharmaceuticals may get less attention than
that of traditional manufacturing industries, the sector emits
more CO02 per $1mn of revenue than the automotive industry.

The active support and engagement of shareholders, employees,
and other stakeholders is crucial. Investors, in particular,
must encourage companies to align their business practices
with global health and climate goals.

Climate displacement is not a distant or hypothetical threat;
it is a rapidly escalating health emergency. The
pharmaceutical industry has a moral responsibility to act. To
do so effectively, companies must get ahead of the curve and
provide vital, life-saving treatments to those on the front
lines of the climate crisis.



