LEBTALKS INTERVIEW:
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY EXPERT
ROUDI BAROUDI APPLAUDS
‘HISTORIC' LEBANON-CYPRUS
DEAL, DISMISSES ‘BASELESS’
CRITICISMS FROM NEIGHBORS

Following criticism of the Lebanon-Cyprus Maritime Boundary
Agreement (MBA) by the governments of Israel and Turkiye,
LebTalks spoke with energy and policy expert Roudi Baroudi,
who has authored several books and studies on sea borders in
the Eastern Mediterranean. Baroudi praised the pact as “full
of positives” for the interests of both parties and stressed
the words of Lebanese President Joseph Aoun, who pledged after
signing the MBA that “this agreement targets no one and
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excludes no one.”

LebTalks: How significant is the signing of the maritime
boundary agreement between Lebanon and Cyprus?

RB: The official signing of the Lebanon-Cyprus deal is a major
achievement, one that confers important advantages on both
parties. This process was delayed for a very long time for no
good reason, so President Joseph Aoun and the government
deserve congratulations for having seized the initiative, and
for having seen the job through to completion. So do Cypriot
President Nikos Christodoulides and his team, because they did
the same thing. What made this historic agreement possible -
after an impasse lasting almost two decades — was that Lebanon
finally had a president who both understood the need for an
MBA and made achieving it a top priority.

LebTalks: What does Lebanon gain by signing this deal?

RB: The agreement, which was reached by the negotiating teams
in September, provides several benefits for both countries in
the short, medium, and long terms.

The new equidistance line between the two states, defined
according to the rules and guidelines of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), provides a fair and
largely uniform boundary between the two brotherly countries’
maritime zones. Most of the new turning points used to draw
the line have moved in Lebanon’s favor compared to the earlier
negotiation in 2011, giving it an extra 10,200 meters on its
western front while Cyprus received 2,760 meters.

Crucially, the MBA wipes away all overlapping claims caused by
previous uncertainty over the precise location of the border.
Accordingly, this eliminates 108 km2 of (map
attached) Lebanese offshore blocks that were actually 1in
Cypriot waters, as well as 14 km2 of Cypriot blocks which were
also on the wrong side of the line.



Apart from removing a key risk for would-be investors, the
agreement also contributes to stability and security by
providing clarity and thereby enabling easier cooperation, not
just bilateral, but also, potentially, involving other states
as well. It really is full of positives for both Lebanon and
Cyprus, and therefore for the region as a whole.

LebTalks: What should Lebanon do to follow up on this
agreement?

RB: To make the most of this clearer playing field, the
logical next step is for Lebanon and Cyprus to immediately
start drafting a joint development agreement, which would
allow them to have a smooth partnership in place for any
hydrocarbon reserves which are found to straddle their
maritime boundary.

Perhaps the most important feature of the Lebanon-Cyprus MBA
is that it provides a clear and stable starting point, putting
Lebanon in ideal position to finish defining its maritime
zones. The new line means that Lebanon’s existing maritime
boundary arrangements with Israel, signed in 2022, should be
tweaked a little, but it also makes it easier to do that — and
to negotiate a similar agreement in the north with Syria when
that country’s new leadership is ready to do so.



LebTalks: What about the objections voiced by Irael and
Turkiye?

RB: With all due respect, these claims and complaints are
completely baseless. As President Aoun has stressed from the
very day it was signed, this accord targets no one, excludes
no one, challenges no one else’s borders, and undermines no
one else’s interests. I know there has been some negative
commentary from both Israel and Turkiye, but there really is
nothing here for anyone to be upset about. The line agreed to
by Lebanon and Cyprus, which Turkiye has claimed is ‘unfair’
to residents of the self-styled ‘Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus’, is literally several kilometers away from any waters
claimed by the TRNC. Beirut and Nicosia were very careful to
make sure of this.

As for the Israelis, the only material change relating to the
Lebanon-Cyprus line is that it pushes the Israel-Cyprus line
in Cyprus’ favor. But that’s not Lebanon’s fault. Or Cyprus’
or anyone else’'s. It’'’s just a fact of new mapping
technologies, which today are far more precise and more
accurate than those used when the Israel-Cyprus line was drawn



in their 2011 treaty.

On that subject, I would also note for all stakeholders in the
East Med that while Lebanon and Cyprus are the region’s only
full-fledged members of UNCLOS, all states are subject to its
rules and precedents, which have become part of Customary
International Law. Since the Lebanon-Cyprus deal adheres
strictly to those rules and the science behind them, the
criticisms haven’t got a legal leg to stand on. This 1is
especially true with regard to Israel, whose own treaty with
Cyprus was negotiated on the basis of the very same laws,
rules, and science.

I have to assume that a lot of this is posturing, that both
Israel and Turkiye will settle down once they’ve had more time
to analyze the deal and see that, far from damaging them in
any way, it could help all concerned by contributing to
regional stability and economic growth. And again, I would go
back to Aoun’s words on signing day, when he declared that
“this agreement should be a foundation for wider regional
cooperation, replacing the language of violence, war, and
ambitions of domination with stability and prosperity.”
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Regional Energy Expert Roudi
Baroudi Earns Award from
Washington Think Tank
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Transatlantic Leadership Network Recognizes Author for
Contributions to Peaceful Development in Eastern Mediterranean

WASHINGTON, DC November 9, 2023: Doha-based Lebanese author
Roudi Baroudi was one of two people presented with the 2023
Transatlantic Leadership Award at a ceremony in Washington
this week.

Although circumstances relating to the conflict in the Gaza
Strip prevented Baroudi from attending the event, both he and
Joshua Volz — the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Europe,
Eurasia, Africa, and the Middle East and the Office of
International Affairs at the US Department of Energy — were
recognized by the Transatlantic Leadership Network (TLN). Each
was cited at a gala dinner on Monday for his “valuable
contribution in building a peaceful and prosperous Eastern
Mediterranean” as part of the TLN’s 2nd Annual Conference on
Freedom of the Media.



“I was deeply honored to be named a recipient of this
prestigious award, and I will always be grateful for the many
ways in which the TLN has supported my work for several years
now,” Baroudi said. “I also look forward to working together
in the future so that one day, our descendants can know the
benefits of peace and coexistence. It is precisely 1in
difficult and trying times that cooler heads must be able and
willing to look at the reasons for current bloodshed and
recrimination, then envision pathways to a better future.”

Baroudi, who serves as CEO of independent consultancy Energy
and Environment Holding in Doha, is a long-time champion of
dialogue, cooperation, and practical solutions to both the
global climate crisis and recurrent tensions in the East Med.
A regular speaker at regional energy and policy conferences,
Baroudi’s insights are also avidly sought by local and
international media, as well as governments, major energy
companies, and investors.

Having advised both public and private sector actors on a wide
variety of energy issues, Baroudi is widely credited with
bringing unique perspective to all manner of policy
discussions. He 1is the author of several books, including
“Maritime Disputes in the Eastern Mediterranean: The Way
Forward” (2021), and “Climate and Energy in the Mediterranean:
What the Blue Economy Means for a Greener Future” (2022).
Together with Notre-Dame University — Louaize, Baroudi has
also published a study of the US-brokered October 2022
Maritime Boundary Agreement between Lebanon and Israel, and 1is
currently preparing another volume on Lebanon’s prospects for
similar deals with Cyprus and Syria.

The TLN describes itself as “a nonpartisan, independent,
international network of practitioners, private sector leaders
and policy analysts dedicated to strengthening and reorienting
transatlantic relations to the rapidly changing dynamics of a
globalizing world.”



Monday’'s ceremony was attended by a broad cross-section of
high-profile figures, including senior officials from the
Departments of Energy and State, numerous members of
Washington’s extensive diplomatic corps, and representatives
of both international organizations and various media outlets.
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A wake-up call? Russia-
Ukraine conflict could
accelerate renewable energy
adoption


https://euromenaenergy.com/a-wake-up-call-russia-ukraine-conflict-could-accelerate-renewable-energy-adoption/
https://euromenaenergy.com/a-wake-up-call-russia-ukraine-conflict-could-accelerate-renewable-energy-adoption/
https://euromenaenergy.com/a-wake-up-call-russia-ukraine-conflict-could-accelerate-renewable-energy-adoption/
https://euromenaenergy.com/a-wake-up-call-russia-ukraine-conflict-could-accelerate-renewable-energy-adoption/

RN,

A

The Russia-Ukraine conflict may accelerate the march towards
decarbonisation despite concerns the war could put the issue
on the backburner, the Al-Attiyah Foundation discovers in its
latest Energy Industry report titled ‘Implications of COP26 on
the Fuel Mix.'’

The 26th UN Climate Change Conference of Parties (COP26), held
in Glasgow in late 2021, was hotly anticipated. The summit was
delayed by a year due to the Covid-19 pandemic and
expectations for substantive results, such as ‘consigning coal
to history’ and increasing climate finance to support climate
action in the least developed countries, were high.

After frenetic last minute negotiations, diplomats from nearly
200 countries struck a major agreement aimed at intensifying
efforts to fight climate change. Pledges which drew the most
attention were the phase down of coal and fossil fuel
subsidies, end of international financing for fossil fuels,
accord on zero emissions vehicles, global methane reductions,
and the financial alliance for net zero.

However, since Russia launched its “special military
operation” in Ukraine on February 24 and the subsequent
sanctions by the United States and its allies, fears
surrounding energy security and rising oil prices have
escalated globally.




Soon after the conflict began, one of Europe’s biggest
importers of Russian oil, Germany, froze plans for the opening
of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline and the US and UK announced
it was banning Russian oil. In May, further sanctions were
announced with the European Union confirming it will phase out
imports of Russian oil in six months and refined products by
the end of 2022.

The price of crude oil soared from $89 per barrel on February
25 to $119 on March 8, and despite some drawdowns in April,
the price on May 17 stood at $115. Gas prices, which are
indexed to the global oil price, have also experienced wild
growth in the last few months.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict and its ramifications could act as
a wakeup call for Europe and all countries that need secure
energy resources. Sky high energy costs have led countries to
realise that they can no longer simply depend on imported
fossil fuels, which may drive a shift away from fossil fuels
altogether.

The crisis has reinforced Germany’s determination to get off
fossil fuels entirely, and to accelerate the Energiewende -
the clean energy transition it began some 30 years ago. After
little more than 100 days in office, Germany’'s new government
has presented what it calls the “biggest energy policy reform
in decades” to massively increase the buildout of renewable
energies. The legislation includes plans to give up coal
entirely by 2030, eight years earlier than the target set by
the previous government. It now aims for Germany to get 80% of
its electricity from renewable energy by then, up from the
previous goal of 65%.

Elsewhere, French President Emmanuel Macron, during his
election campaign, pledged that France would be “the first
major nation to abandon gas, oil, and coal.” Austria, even
more dependent on Russian energy than Germany, 1s pouring
money into subsidies for renewable energy. Poland, one of
Europe’s heaviest coal consumers, is investing heavily 1in
offshore wind.

Despite encouraging legislation and promises from some of



Europe’'s biggest economies in the wake of the conflict,
concerns remain that countries may put climate change
mitigation further down on their list of priorities while they
focus on securing sufficient supplies of fossil fuels in the
immediate term. This in turn could affect the implementation
of pledges from COP26 and the time frame for phasing out the
use of fossil fuels under the Paris Agreement on climate
change and the goal of limiting global warming to 2°C.

*This article was supplied by the Abdullah bin Hamad Al-
Attiyah International Foundation for Energy and Sustainable
Development.

Sun-starved Sweden turns to
solar to fill power void
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Sweden, known for its long dark winters with barely any
daylight, is seeing a solar power boom.

Harnessing whatever sunshine the country gets is emerging as
the quickest solution to fill part of the void left by two
closed nuclear reactors in southern Sweden, where the biggest
cities and industries are located. With shortages piling up in
the region and consumers keen to secure green energy at stable
prices, solar is quickly catching up with wind as developers
put panels on rooftops and underutilised land in populated
areas.

While the lack of sunlight is a hindrance, every bit of new
electricity capacity will Llower imports from Europe where
prices are more than three times higher than in the rest of
Sweden. Projects are also getting built quickly because
developers are directly getting into power sales deals with
consumers and aren’t dependent on government support, said
Harald Overholm, CEO of Alight AB, which started Sweden’s
biggest solar plant this month.

Companies are targeting a quick ramp-up, pushing total
capacity in the country to 2 gigawatt this year. That’'s more
than the two nuclear reactors in Ringhals that were halted in
2020, and will close the gap with Denmark, an early mover in
the industry in the region.

“We are very good at creating contracts directly with
commercial partners that use power, and that is what drives
our development,” said Harald Overholm, CEO of Alight.

The past winter has demonstrated the hole left behind by the
two atomic reactors, with the government facing the task of
resolving a divergent market. While vast hydro and wind
projects have kept the cost of electricity in the sparsely
populated north in check, a lack of generating capacity and
congested grids have forced the south at times to import
power.



Eni, Sonatrach sign deal to
boost Algeria gas exports to
Italy
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MILAN, May 26 (Reuters) — Energy group Eni (ENI.MI) and
Sonatrach signed a deal to accelerate the development of gas
fields in Algeria and the development of green hydrogen, part
of moves to increase the north African country’s gas exports
towards Italy.

Italy, which last year sourced about 40% of its gas imports
from Russia, has been scrambling to diversify its energy
supply mix as the conflict in Ukraine escalates.

Algeria, Italy’s second-biggest gas supplier last year, has
been pumping Algerian gas to Italian shores since 1983 through
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the Transmed pipeline, which runs to Sicily.

The gas production volumes expected from the areas covered by
Thursday’s agreement are equal to some 3 billion cubic meters
(bcm) per year and will contribute to increasing the export
capacity of Algeria to Italy through the Transmed pipeline,
Eni said.

The signing is part of the agreement reached by the two energy
groups in April, when they announced they would gradually
raise gas flows in the pipeline starting this year and reach 9
billion cubic metres (bcm) of extra gas per year by 2023-24.

The Memorandum of Understanding was signed in Rome by the top
executives of the Italian and the Algerian groups in a
ceremony witnessed by the President of Algeria Abdelmadjid
Tebboune and Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi.

Algeria’s gas exports to Italy climbed last year, jumping 76%
to 21 billion cubic metres — 28% of overall consumption and
second behind the 29 bcm from top supplier Russia.

The agreement will allow Sonatrach and Eni to evaluate the gas
potential and opportunities for accelerated development at
specific fields already discovered by Sonatrach in Algeria.

The Memorandum also covers the technical and economic
evaluation for a green hydrogen pilot project in Bir Rebaa
North (BRN) in the Algerian desert, with the goal of
supporting the decarbonisation of the BRN gas plant operated
by the SONATRACH-Eni GSE joint venture.

Eni is the main international energy company operating in
Algeria, where it has been present since 1981.

In the race to cut Rome’s dependency from Russian gas, Italian
ministers have tapped numerous countries like Congo Republic,
Angola, Azerbaijan and Qatar.



