
Can Pakistan make transition
to electric vehicles soon?

KARACHI: When you think of electric vehicles, you think of
Elon  Musk,  a  noiseless  Tesla  and  luxury  more  than  zero
emissions. But today the government wants to use the same
technology for the common man — to run bikes, rickshaws and
even buses, jeeps and trucks. Will this transition from fossil
fuel vehicles to electric vehicles in Pakistan happen anytime
soon?

Cities are witnessing the worst ever smog. This was followed
by a climate march with youth demanding climate justice.

Thus the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government could not have
chosen a better time than when the UN climate summit COP 25 is
taking place to make a strong case against tailpipe emissions
from  urban  transportation,  a  major  contributor  to  air
pollution  and  climate  change.

Little wonder then they quickly got the nod of approval by the
cabinet for the first national electric vehicle (EV) policy.

With 43 per cent of the airborne emissions in the country
coming from the transport sector, federal Minister for Climate
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Change Malik Amin Aslam said that transitioning to EV provided
a “huge opportunity” for the country.

“These will have many advantages for Pakistan — it will reduce
pollution, will cut the cost of fuel by 70pc thereby [leading
to] huge saving for FFV (fossil fuel vehicle) owners, and will
cut the country’s import bill tremendously.”

There are three million private cars and 20m motorcycles and
motorised  rickshaws  plying  the  roads,  according  to  the
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, as cited in the Economic Survey
2018-19, mainly due to the absence of a good public transport
system.

Riaz Haq, who has worked in various tech firms for 35 years in
the Silicon Valley and is an EV enthusiast, said that with 32m
households and 17.5m motorcycles registered in Pakistan, the
motorcycle ownership increased from 41pc in 2015 to 53pc in
2018.

The new policy envisions using electricity to get 100,000
cars, 500,000 two- and three-wheelers, 1,000 buses and trucks
to ply the roads in the next five years. By 2030 it sees 30pc
of all new cars, big and small trucks, vans, and jeeps and
50pc of all two-, three- and four-wheelers to be electric
vehicles reducing tailpipe emissions by 65pc. By 2040, if all
goes well, 90pc of all vehicles on the roads will be EVs.

“The PM wants all new buses coming on the road to be electric
hybrid — run both on electricity and CNG (compressed natural
gas),” said the federal minister.

Most experts are lauding the policy as a step in the right
direction. “It is a forward-looking step needed to deal with
climate concerns from growing transport sector emissions with
rapidly rising vehicle ownership,” Mr Haq wrote in his blog.

Another proponent for EVs, Islamabad-based energy expert Vaqar
Zakaria,  said  that  “surplus  power  generation  capacity,



building off-peak demand for better utilisation of generation
capacity which also brings down generation costs, poor urban
air quality, high levels of noise from traffic and safer cars”
are some of the reasons to make the move.

The automobile industry remains sceptical though. “I would
love to see EV launched in Pakistan, but it means developing a
huge set-up anew,” said Juzer Amreliwala, the chief executive
officer of a Honda partner in Karachi.

“On the face of it, it looks great. But establishing proper
after-sales set-up requires both capital and human investment.
Although most dealerships have come quite far in technology
development, much training is still needed,” he added.

Aware of the infrastructure that will be needed for EVs, the
minister for climate change sees it as an opportunity with a
whole new service industry and numerous livelihood options
opening  up.  “Pakistan  is  thirsting  for  new  business
opportunities  and  markets.  If  we  build  our  capacity
technologically, Pakistan can become a hub for exporting EVs —
especially two- and three-wheelers,” Mr Aslam said.

However, a potential problem with the policy is the plethora
of  government  supervisors  —  nine  ministries,  the  Higher
Education Commission, the State Bank of Pakistan and various
authorities in energy sectors. “This industry transcends so
many domains that all these stakeholders had to be included,”
explained  Mr  Aslam.  “Interaction  and  cooperation  between
stakeholders are the mark of good governance.”

Vaqar Zakaria warns of the “vested interests” who may not like
the transition. “Those that sell low quality fuel and cheat on
quantity sold will not like it, the refiners will not like it,
the car traders will not like it as the EVs will last longer,
the industry as it presently will not like it, the FBR may say
the government will lose taxes on imported fuel which are huge
at the moment and a significant source of revenue for the



government. But as a consumer I will be delighted… if they
only let me import EVs and E-bikes at reasonable cost.”


