Ambitious EU blueprint for
energy union to loosen
Russian grip on gas

The EU executive is to unveil radical and ambitious plans on
Wednesday to establish a single European market in energy
supplies, purchases and consumption, in an attempt to loosen
the Kremlin’s stranglehold on Europe’s gas supplies.

The far-reaching scheme would also strengthen the power of
Brussels against national energy regulators; boost consumer
choice transnationally when buying electricity services;
generate a bonanza in energy infrastructure investment; and
integrate supply systems regionally and on an EU-wide scale.

The proposals for a European energy unionare to be presented
by Maro$ Seféovi¢, a vice-president of the European commission
in charge of energy policy. He reached back to the founding
days of the modern EU in the 1950s to find a parallel for the
current blueprint.

“We see it as the most ambitious energy project since the coal
and steel community. We want to start a process to integrate
28 energy markets into one energy union,” Seflovi¢ told the
Guardian.

The 19-page draft blueprint, obtained by the Guardian, demands
that Europe speak with a single voice on energy policy, a role
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that would devolve to the commission and a proposal that is
already running into fierce resistance among some national
governments.

“We have to move away from a fragmented system characterised
by uncoordinated national policies, market barriers and
energy-isolated areas,” says the document. “Achieving this
goal will require a fundamental transformation of Europe’s
energy system .. an energy union that speaks with one voice in
global affairs .. a single energy market.”

Years of tension with Russia and its Gazprom monopoly that
supplies most of Europe’s natural gas have come to a head with
the east-west tussle over Ukraine. Brussels says Russia, the
world’s biggest gas producer, 1s using 1its energy supplies as
a political weapon and for blackmail purposes.

As part of his proposals, Seféovi¢ also said the EU was
committed to overseeing and funding root-and-branch reform of
the highly opaque and corrupt Ukrainian energy sector.

The predominance of gas as a means of pressure in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict was evident again on Tuesday, with Gazprom
and 1its Ukrainian customer embroiled in a dispute over
payments and deliveries.

Gazprom’s CEO, Alexei Miller, announced that Kiev had not made
its pre-payments for supplies on time and warned of “a
complete cessation of Russian gas supplies to Ukraine in just
two days, which creates serious risks for gas transit to
Europe”.

In an attempt to wean Europe off overwhelming dependence on
Gazprom, Seféovi¢ said there would be a focus on building a
new “southern corridor” pumping gas from the Caspian basin to
Europe via Turkey. It would carry Russian gas, but could also
include supplies from Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Iraq and Iran.

Such plans have an ill-starred pedigree. The Russians recently
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scrapped plans for an alternative pipeline called Southstream
running under the Black sea to Bulgaria and into central
Europe. A previous western-backed scheme called Nabucco also
bit the dust because of lack of investment and no clear
guarantees of gas to fill the pipeline.

Sef¢ovi¢ argued lessons had been learned. The southern
corridor, entailing investment of $45bn (£29bn), “will be the
biggest in world, and could be up and running by 2019”, he
said. “Especially when you see the political games by Russia,
it’s something we have to pay attention to.”

The commission document says in reference to Russia: “The
political challenges over the last months have shown that
diversification of energy sources, suppliers, and routes 1is
important for ensuring secure and resilient energy supplies.
Energy policy is often used as a foreign policy tool, in
particular in major energy-producing and transit countries.
This reality has to be taken into account.”

Germany 1is Gazprom’s biggest customer, buying around a third
of its natural gas from the Russian monopoly. Six EU member
states are 100% dependent on Gazprom for gas, and the union as
a whole is the world’s biggest importer of energy. According
to commission figures, it spent €400bn (£294bn) last year
importing 53% of its overall energy requirements.

The proposals to be unveiled on Wednesday would need to be
turned into several pieces of legislation by 2019 for the
energy union to get up and running. They will run into
problems in the European parliament, but greater resistance
will come from some national governments.

Viktor Orban, the pro-Russian Hungarian prime minister, hosted
Vliadimir Putin in Budapest last week, with energy issues at
the centre of their discussions. He has already challenged the
commission and vowed not to surrender sovereign national
powers over energy policy. Some of Gazprom’s biggest clients,
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locked into long-term contracts, are major German energy firms
and they are also certain to lobby Berlin against elements of
the energy union.

“The EU has energy rules set at the European level, but in
practice it has 28 national regulatory frameworks. This cannot
continue,” says the document. The commission demanded a say
when individual EU governments strike energy agreements with
third countries.

Other new measures are planned to increase the energy
efficiency of the bloc’s ageing housing stock, which have the
potential to slash the need for Russian gas imports, according
to research papers.

The EU’s renewable energy directive will also be updated, with
an eye on targets announced in the 2030 package for a 27%
clean energy market share by the end of the next decade.

Framing the climate debate in energy security terms may not be
enough to win over countries such as Poland and the UK, which
held out against giving Brussels a say in their energy
decisions during last October’s 2030 debate.

“While we agreed to cost-effective 2030 EU-level targets for
renewables and energy efficiency, we were clear, and member
states agreed, there should be no binding national targets in
either area to give countries greater flexibility to meet
their climate goals,” a British government spokesman said. “We
expect all future EU legislation to fully reflect that
agreement.”

The commission, however, plans to bring forward a new
electricity market design later this year to coordinate
capacity mechanisms that integrate renewables and gas at the
regional level.

A quicker deployment of smart grids is also foreseen. This
would allow consumers to set appliances such as washing
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machines and boilers to run at times of low demand and lower
cost.

“It means gradually leaving the comfort of regulated prices
which offer no motive for consumers to change behaviour,”
Seflovi¢ said of the planned “new deal for energy consumers”.
Progressively, it is planned to allow consumers to moderate
their energy consumption and sell energy back to the grid.

New interconnections between countries are also expected to
lower electricity prices, while an integrated European energy
market would allow consumers to buy from energy companies
across borders.

“Consumers in one member state should be able to buy their
energy freely and simply from a company in another. This
requires the further adaptation of the current national
regulatory frameworks,” says the blueprint.

“The commission will seek the phasing-out of below-cost
regulated prices by 2016. It will encourage member states to
establish a road map for the phasing out of all regulated
prices.”

Battle for oil rests not on
flags but on obscure UN panel

The international battle for Arctic territory may look like a
Wild West brawl but the real fight for supremacy is more
likely to revolve around legal arguments and seismic data than
showdowns between ice-breakers or submarines.

As Canada unveils plans for a military base and Russia drops a
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titanium flag on the seabed, lawyers say the real centre of
action is an obscure United Nations-hosted body known as the
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.

The commission is the global authority that will determine how
much territory the big five Arctic seabed claimants — Canada,
Russia, the US, Denmark and Norway — will be able to bag for
0il exploration and other uses.

Robert Volterra, a partner at Latham & Watkins, the law firm,
says cases pleaded by states at the commission over the coming
years are likely to have more impact on the Arctic’'s future
than “symbolic” flag-planting intended for Russian domestic
political consumption.

“There is a consistent body of public international law,” Mr
Volterra says. “It’'s not like the age of discovery, where the
European voyager went out and said: ‘I claim this land on
behalf of the Queen of England or the King of Spain.'”

Lawyers and scientists say Russia’s latest Arctic mission was
most significant for the opportunity it provided to gather
more geological and geophysical data to support its quest to
extend its territorial rights. Russia and Norway have lodged
claims for territorial extensions with the continental shelf
commission; marine lawyers expect Canada and Denmark to follow
suit.

The commission, which is made up of scientists and legal
experts, 1is responsible for implementing the 1982 UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (Unclos), the key
international agreement in this area.

Unclos gives countries the right to exploit the seabed up to
200 nautical miles offshore, with the option of an extension
if they can prove to the commission that the continental
shelves emanating from their coasts go farther still out to
sea.



States must make these claims for extra miles within 10 years
of applying the treaty, which means Canada has until 2013 and
Denmark until 2014 to launch a case.

The complication with Unclos is Washington’s reluctance — not
for the first time — to submit to UN authority by ratifying a
treaty approved by much of the rest of the world.

Lawyers say this creates a dilemma for the US. While it
retains autonomy by staying out of the treaty, this
potentially limits its seabed claims to the 200-mile limit
allowed it under customary international law.

Politicians in Washington have stepped up a campaign to
persuade the US Congress to embrace Unclos and so ensure that
Washington has a say in the adjudication of Arctic disputes.

President George W. Bush has called on the Senate to ratify
the treaty to “secure US sovereign rights over extensive
marine areas, including the valuable natural resources they
contain”, as well as giving Washington formal negotiating
rights.

But the treaty once rejected by President Ronald Reagan
continues to repel some conservatives, who see it as an
attempt to subordinate US sovereignty to supranational
entities.

Doug Bandow, a former administration official who took part in
negotiations on the treaty on behalf of Mr Reagan, has argued
that it would establish “what looks like a second UN".

Tourists rush for last glimpse of vanishing wilderness

When Russian explorer Artur Chilingarov planted the Russian
flag on the seabed of the North Pole last week he established
Russia as a “great Arctic power” and the Arctic as a great
tourist destination, writes Isabel Gorst in Moscow.

As the globe warms up, tourists are heading north to catch



what might be a last glimpse of what Russians call “the ice
cap of the world”.

Valery Chumakov, the general director of Tour Land, a Moscow-
based travel agency specialising in extreme tourism, said all
cabins on ice-breaker cruises from Spitsbergen to the North
Pole were fully booked this year.

“We have begun taking reservations for the 2008 season,” he
said.

Tour Land’'s two-week icebreaker cruise to the North Pole costs
$21,000 (£10,380, €15,300).

Ten years ago there were 35,000 visitors a year to
Spitsbergen, the largest and most popular of the Arctic
Ocean’s islands, but last year there were 70,000.

Glacial formations cover 60 per cent of the ocean’s five main
islands and 150 small ones, while temperatures tip 6A[JA2C on
average in July.

Mikhail Muravyov, the general director of Ultra Travel, a
Russian tourist agency, said: “Interest in Arctic tours 1is
awakening as the climate warms. We don’t know when the ice
will melt, so people want to seize their chance.”
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Mr. Hans-Gert Pottering, president of the European Parliament
at the opening of the plenary session of the Euromed
parliamentary assembly in Tunis 17 March 2007.

Russia’s Putin, Italy’s Renzi
discuss energy projects: Tass

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Italian Prime Minister
Matteo Renzi discussed possible joint future energy projects
in a phone conversation on Tuesday, the Tass news agency
reported, citing the Kremlin press service.

There were no details on what projects were discussed. Putin
also offered Renzi help dealing with the aftermath of Italy’s
earthquake, Russian news agencies reported.
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Southern Mediterranean offers
‘hope’ for European energy

supply

Parliament has hosted the second Euro-Mediterranean rendez-
vous on energy amid rising energy supply security concerns.

Gilles Pargneaux, a member of parliament’s delegation to the
parliamentary assembly of the union for the Mediterranean,
said the ongoing crisis in Ukraine and the UN climate change
conference taking place in Paris at the end of the year “are
forcing us to rethink the question of energy in Europe”.

Speaking after a conference on strengthening energy ties
between Europe and the countries bordering the Mediterranean,
the French deputy highlighted that “53 per cent of our energy
comes from third countries and six member states depend
entirely on Russian gas imports”.

Yet he added, “if there are concerns linked to the east, there
is hope linked to the South”.

There are currently five projects in the pipeline to share gas
and electricity supplies between southern Europe and northern
Africa, with interconnections being established to 1link
Sicily, Italy and Spain to Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia.

“If there are concerns linked to the east, there is hope
linked to the South” — Gilles Pargneaux

André Merlin, CEO of Medgrid — a consortium of companies which
aims to develop such interconnections — said “an essential
component of the energy union is to create links between
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Europe and southern Mediterranean countries”.

He explained that “the main interest is to export conventional
electricity from Europe to the south and renewables from the
south to Europe”.

Each project will cost between €300m and €900m and is expected
to become profitable by 2020.

They have yet to be included in the commission’s 1list of
projects of common interest, but Merlin said he was still
holding out hope for EU funding.

Jerzy Buzek, chair of parliament’s industry, research and
energy committee recently told the Parliament Magazine how
crucial the energy union is for Europe, explaining that job
creation and growth will come about “only if we are able to
provide secure, affordable and sustainable energy”.

The key, he said, is “a true energy community for Europe
founded on a common energy market, common energy-oriented
research and a common voice for the EU in relations with our
external suppliers”.

The MEP described Maro$ Sefcovi¢, commission vice president in
charge of the energy union, as “the institutional product of
this overarching importance placed on energy policy”. Prior to
Seféovi¢’s nomination, there was no EU official in charge of
the energy union.

Buzek added that this role is vital “not only for the
prosperity of our citizens, but for the wellbeing of the EU at
large”.

The former parliament president stressed that “a truly
interconnected market is the key to more affordable energy,
not only for businesses, but also for citizens” and that it
could be “an excellent exit strategy from the economic
crisis”.



Concorde Planes
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Onwg n Evpwmn €xel avdykn pla svnuepovoa Kot evwpévn Kompo
MPOKETHEVOV VA 1KOVOTOLACGEL T1C EVEPYELAKEC TNG AVAYKEG €TO1
Kat n Kompog yperdaletal pra dpactApla Evpwnaikl Evwon wote va
tTnv kKabodbnynoeir. ApBpo TOL PoUvVTL MmapovlvTl €VOYeEl TING
EvpwapaBikAg¢ Xuvvodov mov Ba AdBel ywpa tnv €pxduevn Tetdptn
otnv Aenva

Tov pbéAo mov umopel va mat&elr n Evpwnaikf Evwon yla tnv
KAADTEPN EKUETAAAELON TOL QUOLKOU oaepiov TMOL VMAPYXEL OTNV
AvatoAilkn Meocdyero , tovilelr pe dpbpo tov oto NEWS 247 o
A1evB0vwv oVPBovAOC t™nG AveEdptning etaipeiac tov Katdp yila
TNV evépyela Kal To MEPLBAAAoOvV. 0 Povvti Mmapovvti* Ba €ivat
METOED TWV OMIANTWY otn MeydAn EvpwapaBikrn ovvodo mov Ba yivet
tTnv emnopevn Tetdptn otnv ABAva. XtdYog tTnNG ovvddouv eivatr n
avddbel&n Twv evKalplwvy ylia ovvepyooiloa peTta&V tng EE KOl TOUL
apoB1kov Kbéouov.

H Evpwnaikf Evwon KOKOTOlE{TOl T1C TEAELTOLEC NUEPEG, MHE TA
KPATn MEAN Kal TOUuC TMOA{TEC TNG va KATNYopoUv T1C BpuEEAAEC
yla OAa To EOWTEPLKA Kal H1eBvh) mpoBAAuAT.
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va emifAnBovv dpakdvtera pETPA AlTdOTNTAC OE QUTOUC ME
aVTAAAayua tn ovvex1loupevn BoRdeila yla avaKouyn TNG €AANVKAC
olkovouiag. H Ouvyyoapia amoppintel 10 dikaiwpa TNG EvpwnaikAg
Evwong va Beomioel pra gviaia METOVAOTEVLTIKA TMOALT1KA UE
MOCOOTWOELC Kal n MeydAn Bpetavia 6pioe nuepounvia yia tnv
Evapén tng amoxwpnoAg tng amd tnv Evwon.

MEpOC TNC KPLT1KAG-01 BpuE€AAec bev amoteAolv otd)xo, mndpa
TMOAAEC amo@doelg AoauPdvovtal amd un €KAEYUEVOUC YPAPELOKPATEC,
MEPLKOl Kavoviopol Ywpi¢ AOY0 TMO1VO1KOMO10UV T1C MIKPEG
EMIXELPACELC KTA-pmopel va €ival ev pépel aAnBAC, TAPOAO TOUL N
ovupuetoxn tTn¢ Evwong oe tdéoovg Topeic¢ TNCG ovyxpovnc CwAc
uropel va amoteAel €vav vnepPoAilkd BoAlkd amodiomounaio TPAYO.

Avti va EMIKEVTIPWVOUAOTE AMOKAELOTIKA O0T1GC AIYEC KOl OYXET1KA
H1kKpéEC adbuvvapieg tng EvpwnaikAc Evwong, 6a ATav KaAd va
KPXTAOOUUE OTO HLOAO HOGC MOVO To OETIKA.

210 KATW-KATW n mepiodog petd tn XuvebAkn TNG PWUNG mov T€BNKE
oe 10XV To 1958 £9epe éva emninedo esvnuepiag Kal €1pAvng mov Oa
ATav dyvwoTto KoTtd tn Oidpkeira mponyovpevng mepidédov 1TNG
Evpwnaikng Iotopiag.

AkOun kKatl onuepa KoBWC n Evpwnaikh Evwon Katl Ta KpATN-UEAN
€XOULV Katamiaotel ME Pl €TOlpOOdAvaTn avdmtuvEn, uvynAf avepyla
Kat tnv ovalwndpwon Tov €6v1K1odoUL Tov Tpogodotovvtal amd TN
XE1pOTEPN TMOYKOOU1QA O1KOVOUlKN Kplon peTd tn MeydAn Yoeon, ot
BpuEEAAEG mapapévouy €vav TOADV onuavtikd €taipo-Kal cvyvd Ml
Kivntnptog dvvaun oe agioAoyec kal amapaitnte¢ dradikaoiecg,
akéun kal mEpa amd TNV AMELPO.

NMovBevd dev elvatl autd mio aAnd1vé amd 6Tl yla TN MECOYELAKN
nepleépela tn¢ EvpwnaikA¢ Evwong, 6mov n vrnooctAplEén yla T
Kp&dtn MEAN KAl T1C aAAnAemidpdoeig HMe TOUG YeElTOVEG TNCG
moapovo1dlovy MOAAEC TPOKANGELC QAAA KAl TPOCQPEPOLY TOAAATAEC
gVKalpieg mpokelwévov va aAAd&ovv tn pof TNC l1otopiag mpog TO
KOAVTEPO.

H 6iakfipvEn tnc¢ BapkeAwvng to 1995, avtnyel akoun Kal oAUEpPQ



,0161t1, mapbéAo mov n Evwon yla tn Meocdyseilio €EakoAovBel va
e€eAiooetal, n Evpwnaikn Evwon moapéxetr Ndn MAATPOPUEC Y1la
d1uepA Kal MOAvpeEPA ouvvepyaocia, pnyoaviopolC yia Kolvh dpdon
Kol MOPOLG yla TNV vAomoinon.

Avtéc o1 ouvelogopeég €ival kKot Ba mapapgeivovv avumoAdyloTng
onpaociag¢ yita TO KO1vd HAGC MEAAOV, av BOEAOLUE va
MEY1OTOMO1ACOVPE TN OETIKA YEWMOALTIKA OULVAUIKA, TOV TOMEQA TNG
evépyelag , 1dtaitepa otn NotiroavatoAilki Mecdyeto.

H ArakfpuEn mpoPBAEMeEl pla vEa €moxn yla Ta 28 kpdtn MEAN TNG
EvpwnaikAg¢ Evwong kot ta 15 kpdtn pn MEAN amd tnv meEPLoXh TNG
Mecoyeiov pla emoyxf O6mouv n ouvvepyoocia ytiletal mdvw oe tTpla
“KaAd®1a”: ZTnv MOALT1KA KAl TNV ao@dA£la, 6TNV OlKOovopia Kol
OTOV TIOALT10MO.

H 6tadikaoia tnG BapkeAwvng mupoddtnoe tnv mpayuatomoinon pilog
@1A0b0ENC atlévtagc TOv TMEPLAAUPAvVEL €vplTEPN TMEPLPEPELAKNA
otaBepdtnTa pe PBdon TG KOwveEC aflec wg onueio ekkivnong yla
T™n ouvvepyoaocia, TNV mpowdnon tTNnNG dnuokpatiag , TOL KPATOUC
61kaiov, TNC XpnotNC dlakuvBEpvnong Katl T AVOPWMIVA O 1KATWHATA
KXl TNV e€mMEKTOOoN ouOo1Baiwy EMWPEANY EUTIOP LKWV OYXECEWY.

Zitnoe emniong TN ouvumAnpwon tTng emippofi¢ twv HMA otn Meodyero,
MapOAO TOU TPOKTIKA TO EVPWHUECOYELAKO TPOypappa €XEL ouyxvd
noai€el pdéAo e&rooppdmnnong katl mopeiyxe €VOAAAKTLKA nyecia o€
MEPLMTIWOELG OTOV H1a QUEPLKAVIKA moapovoia Oa upmopovOoE va
amode1yBOel mOAD braipeTiki.

Avtéc o1 mpoomdabeleg €Y0OUV PBEATIWOEL OPAUATIKA TG
6laovvdéoerg peta€d tng EvpwnaikA¢ Evwong Kot Twv yELTOVWY TNG
Kal To MEAAOV vmboxetatl tn HElwon TWV POKPOXPOVIWYV EVTACEWY
METOED TWV YELTOVIKWY KpaATWv €KTOG Evpwnaiki¢ Evwong Katl tnv
evbeEYOUEVN KATOOKEVLA M1OG T10 amodeKTAC meEPLPEpPELOKAC TAENC,
mov Ba eival acpaA&otepn 1Mo duvath Kal TMLO0 QLAEAEVOEPN.

Kat ywpic avtéc t1¢ BeATIWHEVEG Dlaocvvdéoelg , n KaTtdoTaon TWv
MPOoPUYWY TOUL Tpoonabovv va Ee@lyovv amd Tov MOAEUo otn Zuvpla
Ba NTov oKkOun XE1poTeEPn. X1A1ddec mepiloodteEpol Ba £iyoav mviyel



otn OdAacoca Kol n petavdotevon Twv enmilWvTwvy o€ OAn TNV
NME1PWTLKA Evpwmn 6a nAtav akdun mio aveEEAeyKTn, dvion Kat
adikn.

H amdvtnon tn¢ Evpwmnng otnv mpoopuylkn kpion €ivatl o€ moAv
HEYAAO BoBubd oe €EEALEN Kal MOAAA amopévouv va yivovv.

Avtd mov €xel AdNn amodelyxBel Opwg e€ivatl 6Tl aKOUN KOl €V HEOW
EVTOVWY ECOWTEPLKOY O1aQWvV1iwy yla To TwG Oa TPOXWPACOLUE, N
enmippol tn¢ EvpwnaikAc Evwong €xetr ovvbpduel oto va
e€acpaAiocel T PETPA TOL AMALTOUVTIAL Yl va €vieivel T1(¢
VAUT1KEC TMEPLMOA{EC ota MopdAla 6tn MeodyElo KOl v TPOKAAECE L
M10 OXETLKA QMOTEAEOUATLKN ovvepyoaoia avdueoa otnv EAAGda Kot
tnv Tovpkia.

Topa dev €ilvar n wpa va oapg@lopntnéel n afia TETOLWY
EMITEVYUATWY. AvtiBeTa n kKatdotoaon amaltel akdéun PeEYQAVTEPN
e€dptnon amé tnv Evpwnaikhi Evwon ylia va EEMEPACOVPE T
undevikov abpoiopatoc matyvidia kKot va apyiocovue va Yaxvovue
T1G¢ win-win pvBuicelg tov avptro.

Movbeva dev €ivatl mio aAnB®1vd avtd and 6Tl otnv Kompo, Hla
M1KPN OAAQ onuavTtikA xwpa AOyw TNG OTPATNYlKAG TNG H€0NC,
beAgacTtikl AOYyWw TWV @QULOLKWY TMOPWY TNG KOl 1KAVA va
Tpo@odoTAcEL TNV avayévvnon Tng €VPwnaikA¢ olkovouiag Kol va
emdei€er tn 6Vvaun tov Hl1aAdyov Katl TNG CLHPLAiwoNnG.

Nop "OAEC aUTEC TG duvaTtdTNTEC 0 KLTMPLAKOC AadC Oa umopovoE
olyovpa va yperaotel €EwtepikA BoAdela, av pn Tl dAA0 €meldl o
61e0vi¢ mapdyovtag £XEl KAvEL TMOAAA yla va Tov dlalpéocetr.

Npéogata ta Hvwpéva EBvn avéotnoav tnv €1pnvevTikl dladikaocia
Kal otevol mapatnpntég ekepdlouvv 0Tl pia ovppwvia €lvatl €PiKTA
TOUG €MOPEVOVLG PAVEC aAAA vmdpyovv V0 InTovuEvQ.

To mpwto €ivatl n MAAPNG EKUETAAAELON TOU EVEPYELAKOU TAOUTOVL.
Npbéopatec peAEteg deiyvouv d6t1 o0 PBuvedC TNG AVATOALKAG
Meocoyelov mepléxel mMOAU TMEPLOGOTEPO QUOGLKO a&plo amd 6Tt
niotevav ot0 TMOPEABOV.



Téco n Atlyumtog 000 Kal to IopafA, XWpec ol omoileg Adn €xovuv
mpoXwpnoel otnv €&6pPLEN ONUAVTIKWY TOCOTATWY oaepiov, €xouv
KAVEL TEPACTIEC VEEC OVAKOAVYeELC To TeAevtaia ypovia. 01
teAevtaieg €pevveg deiyxyvouvv 6t1 mapduoila mAovTN E€lvat
KAE1OWUEVA KATW om0 T1G OMOKAELOTIKEC O1KOVOULKEC CWVEC TOAAWY
AAAWYV XWPWvV TnNg mepPloxng O6mw¢ o A{Bavog¢ kot n Kompog.

0 poAog tng Kimpov Ba umopovoe va €ival KaBoploTikdOC H10Tt
EKTOC amd T1¢ duvatdTNTEC MOV €XEL ME TOV OPUKTO TNG MAOUTO, N
YEWYPAPLKA KOl O1MAWMATIKA TNG O€0n, TNC EMLTPEMOLY v
anoteAécel KOuPBo otnv evepyelak PBrounyavia 1TNC
NotioavatoAlkAC Mecoyeiov.

H Aevkwoia dratnpel @1A1KOUG OEOCHOVC UE TOAAEC TPWTEVOUVOEG, Ol
ortoleg 6ev Hiratnpolv ApPloTEC OXE0ELC UETAED TOULG.

H 6€on tng Kompouv eivatl 1davikf yla va EeklvAcel €vag aywyog
MPOC TNV NMELPWTIKA Evpwnn kot Ba UMopoUoE va MPOCPEPEL GTOUG
yeltovég TnC TNV Oao@QaAécTteEpPn, @ONvOTEPN KAl mMl1o ypRyopn
npdéoBaocn otn MEYAAVTEPN ayopd E€VEPYELNC OTOV KOGOUO.

NMa toug 1dioug AOyoug , TOo vnol TMPOGPEPEL Hla QTOPAMTIAAN
eVKoAla va eival meplrpepetakf €6pa yila T1¢ €Taipeieg mov
aoxoAovvtal amd T1¢ €E0pUEELC KAl T1GC BOAACO1EC EMIKOLVWVYIEC
MEXPL TNV Topaywyrn, TNV €umopla Kal T ovvtApnon.

EminmA€ov mMpPoKE1UEVOLV va @TACEL 0t ayopeg mov Bplokovtatl akOun
Mo PoKpld kKal dev pmopel va yivel péow aywyw@v Oa MPEMEL va
TMOVAOEL TO VLYPOTOINUEVO QULG1KO aéplo (LNG) kat va yivel n
HETOQOPA pE MAoToO.

To devtepo elval n ovvexAg ovpueToxn TNG EvpwnaikAg Evwong
MPOKETHEVOV VA PBEATIWOEL TO TOALT1KO mMEPIPAAAoOv mov £ilvat
gVvoikd yia 6Aa Ta evdlapepoueva HEPN.

01 Aentopéperec akdun bev €xouvv ocoupnAatnOel H16T1 yla va
EpBel n evpwnaikl oTAPLEN Oa mpémnel va anokataotabel n
gumiotoovvn HETAED EAAAvwv Kol Touvpkokvmpiwv.



H véa Kompoc¢ dev Ba mpokiyel o€ pia voxTa yu autd ol mNyEG ING
EvpwnaikAg¢ Evwong¢ upmopovv va Bonbficouvv yla tnv emniAvon Ttwv
O1agopwv.

Y€ TEALKA avdAvon, akplBw¢ OmMwc¢ n Evpwmn €xel avdykn Hla
gvnuepovon Kol evwpévn KOTPO TMPOKETMEVOL VO 1KAVOTIOLAGEL T1(G
EVEPYELOKEG TNG avdykeg €tol kol n Kompog xpetrdletal pla
bpaotpla Evpwnaikh Evwon wote va tnv kKabodnynoet.

Kapia ovtétnta dev vnApEe mio ovvdbedepyévn HE MEPLGOOTEPOULC
avepwmnovg o€ Ttéoa TMOAAA pEon , YEYOVOC movL Ta evdrapepduseva
HEPN MmopoUv va ayvoAoouv pévo pe O1kf TOUG €LOVVN.

*0 Pouvti Mmapovvtt givatr 61ev0vvwv ovuBovioc tnc Aveéaptntnc
SvuPovAsvTikAC¢ etaipsiac tov Katdp yita tnv Evépysia kKat To
nepi1fdAiov

Roudi Baroudi: Natural Gas 1is
a cheap and environmentally
friendly source of power

Hariri Inks Egyptian Gas Pipeline Deal in Amman (January 2004)

The prime ministers of Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria signed
a pipeline deal on Sunday in Amman that will eventually supply
liquefied natural gas from Egypt to the other three states.

The $1 billion pipeline — also known as the Arab Gas Pipeline
— will begin at Port Said, in Egypt, and will end in the
Syrian port of Banyas, passing through the Jordanian port of
Agaba and the kingdom’s Rihab power station. The pipeline will
be connected to the Lebanese natural gas power plant in
Zahrani by 2005, and to the Syrian-Lebanese pipeline, called
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GASYLE I, which itself will be linked to the only other
Lebanese natural gas power plant in Beddawi.

From Banyas, the Arab Gas Pipeline will be extended to Cyprus
and Turkey in 2006.

The Arab Gas Pipeline will allow Electricite du Liban (EDL) to
supply itself with enough energy to convert the power plants
in Hreiche, Zouk and Jieh from oil to natural gas. The
pipeline is expected to supply Lebanon with 7 million cubic
meters of natural gas per day, which would allow EDL to save
more than $300 million a year if the oil price is $30 a
barrel, as it is today.

At the same time, the Energy and Water Ministry 1is due to
complete the construction of GASYLE I — a 64-kilometer natural
gas pipeline — by May 2004. The pipeline will connect Syria
with Beddawi as a first step, and, later, Zahrani as a second
step, and will transport a total of 3 million cubic meters of
natural gas from Syria per day.

George Kamar, an advisor to the Energy and Water Minister
Ayoub Humayed said that “EDL could thus save another $200
million per year by generating electricity with natural gas,”
at Zahrani and Beddawi. “The price the Syrian Petroleum
Company has given us is extremely encouraging and will assist
us in reducing the public deficit,” Roudi Baroudi, senior
energy expert and senior advisor to Humayed, recently told The
Daily Star.

Natural gas is a cheap and environmentally friendly source of
power. It ensures a longer power plant life span and is nearly
30 percent more efficient when used in combined cycle plants
like Lebanon’s largest power plants in Zahrani and Beddawi.
These two plants are the country’s most modern, and currently
the only plants that burn natural gas. Through EDL’s effort to
buy cheaper energy fuel, its customers would enjoy more
efficient service, and power cuts would be rare. “At the same



time customers’ bills will decrease by at least 30 percent,
making Lebanese businesses and industries more cost
effective,” said Baroudi.

Egypt has proven natural gas reserves of 1,656 billion cubic
meters, according to October 2002 figures.



